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Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

 A place may look amazing 
on paper but you need a gut 
instinct to know whether or not 
you like a place, and in order to 
find that gut feeling you need to 
explore that university. You’ll be 
in university for the best part of 
three years, so you need to 
find out what the 
surrounding area is like – 
are there good travel links 
back home, where is the 
nearest kebab shop?! It’s a 
chance to talk to 
lecturers about 
the course, see 
where your 
lectures may be 
held and chat to 
current students 
about what life is 
really like! 

Hannah Lane,
BN (Hons) 
Nursing

Here are our top five tips on how to make 
the most of your day:

1. Study the programme: Once you have booked your place  
 online, we’ll send you a programme outlining the talks, tours  
 and activities that are happening throughout the day. 

2.  Plan your day: The programme will include a planner that shows  
 what is happening and when, to help you get the most out of 
 your visit.

3.  Chat to the academics: Speak to the academic representing 
 the course you are interested in studying.

4.  Visit the support departments: Our friendly, professional 
 staff will be on hand throughout the day to answer your  
 questions about finance, accommodation, careers or welfare. 

5.  Take a tour: You can sample what we have to offer by taking 
 a tour of the campus, Halls of Residence and sports facilities.

TOP5 TIPS
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Open Days
Choosing a university course and deciding where to study are two of 
the most important decisions you will ever have to make. The best 
way to find out if a university is right for you is to attend an Open Day. 

 My university experience 
has been absolutely brilliant. 
Once I attended an 
Open Day and saw 
the facilities and 
spoke to some 
of the lecturers, 
my mind was 
made up that 
I wanted to 
study here. 

Ceri Brett,
BSc (Hons) 
Biology ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus

of attendees gave 
the day top marks!

91%
(Data collected at Open Days, 2011)

Please visit our website to check 
which campus and date is most 
relevant for your subject choice and 
to book your place:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays 

Want to come and see us?

OPEN DAYS 2013
SAT 6 JULY
FRI 13 SEPTEMBER
SAT 19 OCTOBER
SAT 23 NOVEMBER

At one of our Open Days, you can 
explore the campus, go to sample 
lectures and talks, and speak to 
lecturers and current students to get a 
better idea of what it’s like to study at 
the University of South Wales. 

You can even start to make friends and 
meet people you might study with 
when you arrive. This year’s Open Day 
programme is better than ever – from 
workshops and tours, to trying out 
some of our most exciting facilities.
Visit our website to book your place: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

We hold extra events for 
students who apply to study 
here – you can come back and 
see us to make sure you’ve 
made the right choice. Applicant 
Days are tailored to your course, 
so it’s the perfect opportunity to 
get more detailed information.

Did you know?
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You’re considering the University of South Wales at an 
exciting time. 

This new institution is one of the largest in the UK, offering 
you more opportunities and better prospects. Our students 
enjoy all the benefits of our superb courses, facilities and 
support, as well as our growing reputation as a major 
university for jobs and employers.

The University may be new, but we have a long and proud 
history going back to 1913, and throughout our evolution 
one thing remains constant. We’re committed to providing 
professional, employment-focused courses that are more 
than just a degree. We create a bridge between industry and 
academia, reflecting and recreating the demands of industry 
in our academic programmes and facilities.

Our students are equipped with the knowledge, skills and 
attributes that will maximise their intellectual and personal 
fulfilment, and enable them to succeed in the challenging 
economic environment we now face. Indeed, recently 
published data showed that 93% of our students were 
employed or in further study within six months of 
graduating; one of the best outcomes for any UK university
(Graduate Destination Survey 2011).

As a student at the University of South Wales, you’ll have an 
excellent learning experience. We are unique in bringing 
together the broadest range of courses and levels of study. 
This rich learning environment will give you a rounded 
university education and broaden your outlook from within 
your chosen discipline.

We are renowned for our applied, relevant research that 
informs key decisions and makes a difference in the real 
world. The University is a major public policy think tank, 
offering independent advice to government and employers 
across the UK. This research and influence ensures that our 
undergraduate courses reflect the latest thinking and 
advances, giving your university education an added 
distinction.

I hope you find all that you need in this prospectus, but 
remember you can discover much more about us at one of 
our popular Open Days. If you cannot visit us in person, 
please contact us – we’ll be happy to discuss your options 
and help you make your decision. I look forward to 
welcoming you to the University.

 

Helping you achieve 
your potential 
A welcome from the Vice-Chancellor 

Professor Julie Lydon
Vice-Chancellor
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Who? 
The University of South Wales was 
formed recently through a merger of 
the University of Glamorgan and the 
University of Wales, Newport. By 
combining our areas of expertise, this 
new institution is bigger and stronger. 
Plus, pooling our resources means our 
students have a better educational 
experience and better graduate 
prospects.

Where?
The University has campuses 
throughout south Wales, in Cardiff, 
Newport and Pontypridd. Our unique 
location means you can enjoy 
everything the region has to offer – city 
life and culture, stunning beaches and 
breathtaking countryside.

This prospectus features courses taught 
at our campuses in Cardiff and 
Pontypridd. You can find out more 

about these places on the next few 
pages. For more information about 
University of South Wales courses 
taught in Newport, turn to page 216.

Why?
A course at the University of South 
Wales is more than just a degree. Inside 
and outside the classroom, we want to 
help you achieve your potential 
professionally and personally.

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.4

Engineering Laboratory, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

About the University of South Wales 
The University of South Wales is one of the largest universities in the 
UK, offering our students more opportunities and better prospects.
It’s an exciting time to get involved with us and discover what we have 
to offer. Here’s what you need to know.

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR
THEIR GRADUATE CAREERS

Discover the University of South Wales 
for yourself at an Open Day – simply 
register online to secure your place: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

Interested? 
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Employability is at the heart of 
everything we do. It is part of the 
curriculum, with teaching informed by 
what happens in the real world and 
new skills that are essential for the 
workplace. All this is strengthened by 
employability schemes, business 
start-up support, and plenty of 
opportunities to get actual experience, 
often as part of your course.

It’s an approach that works – 93% of 
graduates are in employment or further 
study within six months of graduation.* 
You can find our graduates all over the 
world, building strong careers and 
making a difference in their chosen 
field. You can read some of their stories 
in this prospectus, or find many more 
on our website.

Our priority is to prepare students for 
their graduate careers. This requires the 
best facilities and support, so we’ve 
invested millions of pounds to provide 
them. We are a leader in using 
simulation for our teaching. Our 
students learn about their profession in 
environments that recreate the 
workplace, using the same equipment 
they will find in industry. This approach 
ensures that they are ready for the 
workplace and have the confidence to 
succeed.

Our size means we can offer an 
exceptional range of subjects and 
courses, at every level – from 
Foundation Degree to PhD. It also 
means that our links with industry 
and business are hard to beat. We 
work with world-leaders such as 
Microsoft, British Airways and the BBC 
to inform our courses and offer work 
experience.

The University also works closely with 
professional bodies to ensure that what 
you learn meets professional standards 
and is relevant to the real world. Many 
of our courses are accredited, which 

gives our graduates more than a 
university qualification. They have the 
right skills, knowledge and attitude to 
impress employers at graduate 
interviews.

This all adds up to an excellent student 
experience and the best possible start 
to your future. But that’s not forgetting 
what happens outside the classroom. 
At university you’ll make new friends 
for life, try out lots of new things and 
become more independent than ever 
before. At the University of South 
Wales, you’ll find countless 
opportunities and award-winning 
support to help you along the way. 

Turn over to find 
out more about 
the University of 
South Wales

You can find our 
students all over the 
world, building strong 
careers and making 
a difference

*Graduate Destination Survey 2011.

Tŷ Crawshay, Treforest Campus



6 University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

Discover your future at
the University of South Wales 
Every year, 35,000 students choose to benefit from our top-quality 
teaching and first-class facilities. Here are some of the reasons why.

Courses based on the 
real world
We pride ourselves on courses that are 
relevant to the real world. At the 
University of South Wales, you will 
develop the knowledge and skills for 
your chosen career.

Our links with industry in the UK and 
overseas are impressive. Working with 
companies such as British Airways, 
Microsoft and the BBC means that our 
teaching is informed by actual practice. 
We work closely with many employers 
to help ensure that what you learn 
meets the demands of the workplace, 
and we regularly update modules to 
reflect real-life trends.

The benefits of this approach are clear. 
Over 93% of graduates find 
employment or further study within six 
months of graduation – a figure well 
above the UK average.* 

Work experience that counts 
Learning is not just about books and 
theories – work experience is a crucial 
part of your education. We make sure 
you have every opportunity to 
experience the workplace and put what 
you learn into practice.

From projects based on real-life cases 
to year-long ‘sandwich’ placements in 
industry, there are plenty of ways for 
you to get the experience you need. 
Not only will you learn directly from 
people working for leading companies, 
but the experience you will gain is likely 
to impress your tutors and could 
improve your final year grades. Turn to 
page 12 for more information. 

*Graduate Destination Survey 2011.

PUTTING WHAT YOU LEARN
INTO PRACTICE

Supply Chain Management
Work Placement, GE Aviation
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Graduate employability 
Through employability initiatives, we 
seek to ensure that our graduates have 
a good mix of specialist knowledge and 
practical experience, and are fully 
prepared to start graduate-level 
careers.

Turn to page 10 to find out how Grad 
Edge could benefit your career and 
look out for sandwich year details next 
to each course entry.

World-class research
The University’s Faculties are filled with 
staff who are actively involved in 
research, so you will be taught by 
lecturers who are national and 
international experts in their fields.

Our research has a purpose – it is 
relevant to the real world and 
influences decision makers. This 
ensures that our courses contain the 
latest thinking and developments, 
giving your university education an 
added distinction. 

Professional seal of approval
Many courses at the University have 
been accredited by professional bodies, 
so they can earn you exemptions from 
professional exams. Not only will you 
graduate with a degree, but you will be 
well on your way to a professional 
qualification too. These accreditations 
and professional associations also mean 
that what you learn is relevant to the 
workplace and is of the highest 
standard.

Outstanding facilities
As part of our commitment to 
excellence, we are undergoing a 
£130m investment programme to 
ensure you get the best possible 
learning experience. Wherever you 
look, you will find industry-standard 
equipment and exciting places to learn 
new things. From simulated hospital 
wards and scenes of crime, to an 
aircraft hangar and TV studios, you will 
gain essential skills using some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

There’s more about our investments on 
page 16, or better yet, you can see for 
yourself at an Open Day: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

Student life
South Wales is well known as a 
welcoming, supportive place to study. 
Our students love the friendly, 
community atmosphere you’ll find on 
each of our campuses. Here, you can 
meet students from all over the UK and 

the world, making friends that will last 
a lifetime. Plus our unique location 
means you can enjoy the best the 
region has to offer – city life, stunning 
countryside and some of the best 
beaches in Europe. For a taste of 
student life, turn to page 28.

93%
of our graduates find 
employment or further 
study within six months 
of graduation*  Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

 My university experience has 
been everything and more! I’m 
glad I came here. The tutors’ 
open door policy is great
and there is a fantastic 
support network 
of lecturers and 
fellow students. 

Hannah Lane,
BN (Hons) 
Nursing

Come to an Open Day to see for 
yourself why our students chose 
to study here. Simply register 
online: www.southwales.ac.uk/
opendays 

DISCOVER 
SOUTH WALES



The perfect location 
If location is everything, we’ve got it covered. 
With campuses in distinctly different locations 
across South Wales, you can study in easy 
reach of the city, countryside and coast. 

Courses in this prospectus are taught 
in Cardiff and Pontypridd. The 
University has one campus in Cardiff, 
Wales’ capital city, and two more 
campuses in nearby Pontypridd. Next 
to each course, you will find a note 
to tell you the campus and location 
of your course.

Cardiff and Pontypridd are easily 
reached by road, rail and air, so 
wherever you come from you’re 
never far from home. Turn 
to page 232 for more details.

You can find out about our Caerleon 
and City campuses on our website, 
or request the Newport edition of 
our prospectus. 

8 University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR STUNNING COUNTRYSIDE

We have new, £20m student 
residences at our Treforest 
campus. Turn to page 22 to find 
out more.   

Did you know?

South Wales is the 
ultimate playground 
for adrenaline junkies, 
from mountain biking 
to surfing

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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What is there to do?
You have to try hard to get bored 
around here – no matter what you’re 
into, you’re likely to find it. Cardiff 
has everything you’d expect to find 
in a major city and a bit more, so 
you’ll never get tired of discovering 
new things.

Contrary to popular opinion it’s 
not always raining, so you can take 
advantage of some of the most 
stunning countryside in the UK. With 
countless beaches and mountains, 
South Wales is the ultimate playground 
for adrenaline junkies, from mountain 
biking to surfing, there are countless 
ways to get your kicks.

If you love sport, you can play and 
watch all kinds at every level, from golf 
to surfing or rallying. Cardiff is one of 
the best places in the UK to watch live 
sport, with national and international 
contests at the Millennium Stadium, 
and week-in week-out matches at 
Cardiff Arms Park and the Cardiff City 
Stadium – home to the Cardiff Blues 
rugby team and Cardiff City Football 
Club.

If you prefer your entertainment live 
and loud, you’ll love the thriving music 
scene. Cardiff and south Wales have 
countless venues and festivals, with 
no end of exciting acts. From DJs and 
bands in the legendary “Welsh Club”, 
megastars at the Millennium Stadium, 
or maybe you’re a devoted clubber – 
you won’t be disappointed by what’s 
on offer. 

Coming to an Open Day is the 
best way to find out what the 
University is like. Why not stay 
for an extra day or so and take 
some time to explore? Our 
students love the area and you’ll 
soon find out why. It’s really easy 
to book – simply register online: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
opendays

Come and find out 
for yourself 

 I loved the location. It’s close 
enough to the city but you still 
have the quiet. It’s a pleasant 
community atmosphere to 
live in and I like the sense of 
community. I love it here and 
don’t want to leave! 

Niamh Breslin,
BSc (Hons) Geography

What can I expect?
Just 10 miles from Cardiff, you’ll find 
our friendly campuses in Pontypridd. 
It’s ideal if you prefer somewhere a 
little quieter for your studies, 
surrounded by green open spaces and 
plenty of fresh air. Our students say 
they love the community atmosphere, 
as well as the convenience of living 
and studying in the same place. 

At Pontypridd, our Treforest and 
Glyntaff campuses are just a short walk 
from each other, or there’s a shuttle bus 
that runs between them if you’d prefer. 
It’s a welcoming place, so you will soon 
feel right at home. The University’s 
growing student population means 
that the town is largely a student area, 
with plenty of student-friendly shops, 
pubs and restaurants.

Cardiff is a great place to live and 
study. It’s friendly and easy to get 
around, and one of the most desirable 
student cities in the UK.* 

Cardiff is a city with something for 
everyone. It has a vibrant arts scene, 
great nightlife, history, culture, top 
sporting venues, fantastic shopping – 
and that’s just for starters. Cardiff is a 
city of parks and has more green space 
per person than any other UK core city. 
If you study in Pontypridd but want 
to make the most of what Cardiff has 
to offer, travelling between the two 
places is easy, with regular trains day 
and night.

*www.accommodationforstudents.com

Cardiff Bay

THE CARDIFF
EXPERIENCE
Cardiff has 
everything you’d 
expect in a major 
city...and a bit more
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You’ve probably chosen university to gain the 
skills, experience and qualifications for a successful 
career. So, we’ve made your priority our priority. 

Get ready for graduate 
employment

We have developed an employability 
programme with employers to 
prepare our students for the 
workplace and the start of their 
graduate careers.

At the University of South Wales, we 
aim to make you a well-rounded 
candidate for graduate-level 
employment. Our courses seek to 
develop additional attributes that can 
help give you an edge, such as giving 
presentations or understanding 
sustainability.

Through initiatives such as Grad 
Edge, we seek to ensure that our 
graduates have a good mix of 
specialist knowledge and practical 
experience. An impressive 93% of 
our graduates are in employment or 
further study within six months of 
graduation, a figure well above the 
UK average.* 

We have many ways to help you 
plan your career and get work 
experience, making you the ideal 
candidate when you apply for 
graduate positions. 

What is Grad Edge?
While your degree will give you the 
subject-specific skills you need, this 
programme will help you translate 
what you learn in the classroom into 
practical examples. By networking with 
employers and industry professionals 
before you start your career, your 
CV will stand out and make you a 
more attractive candidate to graduate 
employers.

We already work in close partnership 
with employers to give students the 
right mix of knowledge, skills and 
experience. It’s an approach that works 
– we are in the top 10 UK universities 
for the lowest graduate 
unemployment.** 

How does Grad Edge work? 
There are two elements:

• Curriculum 
• Passport to Employability

Curriculum
Employability is integrated into all our 
courses. Our links with industry in the 
UK and overseas mean that our 
teaching is informed by actual practice, 
and our modules are regularly updated 
to reflect real-life trends.

We work with employers to help you 
learn about the demanding 
requirements of the workplace. Plus, 
many of our courses hold 
accreditations by professional bodies, 
which demonstrates that course 
content meets industry standards.

Passport to Employability
During your first week at the University, 
you will be given a ‘Passport to 
Employability’, in which you can record 
all your extracurricular achievements as 
part of a two-stage programme.

DEVELOPING ATTRIBUTES
FOR AN EDGE TO EMPLOYMENT

*Graduate Destination Survey 2011.
**The Sunday Times, University Guide 2012.
†Based on undergraduate Business and 
Society students, 2011-12.
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Getting Started (Stage One) is a 
programme of activities and events that 
prepare you for employment and life 
after graduation. These include 
work-related projects, employer and 
alumni mentors, guest lectures and 
seminars from industry experts and 
employers, as well as enterprise 
initiatives and University awards. 

Experience Works (Stage Two) is 
about getting out and completing 30 
hours of graduate-level experience in a 
working environment. Then, we will 
help you reflect on the skills and 
experience you have gained, which will 
give your CV a solid foundation to 
build upon. When you have completed 
these two stages, you will be well on 
your way to understanding what it 
takes to succeed at graduate interviews 
and in the working environment, and 
you may be awarded a certificate. Plus, 
you will be able to show graduate 
employers evidence of your relevant 
experience and skills.

Employability Service
Support
While undertaking the Passport to 
Employability, you will have access to 
different types of support, including 
the Careers & Employability Service. 
You can connect with our advisers 
whenever you need support and 
guidance, and get help with your CV, 
finding placements, career planning, 
and much more.

Turn over to find out how our Careers 
& Employability Service can help 
you, and the different types of work 
experience available. 

 My placement has really helped 
with the theory because I’ve seen 
it in action. Without support from 
the Business and Employability 
Team and the Careers Service, 
I definitely wouldn’t have had the 
job with GE Aviation. 

I’m fortunate that they’ve offered 
me a graduate position and are 
funding my final year and my 
professional qualifications – it’s 
fantastic. I’m really glad I came to 
this university. 

Stephanie Thomas, 
BA (Hons) Accounting 
and Finance

Find out how Grad Edge 
can help your career: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
employability   

More information
Placement students are 
three times more likely 
to achieve first-class 
Honours†

Materials Testing Laboratory,
Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

What are the benefits of 
Grad Edge?
• The programme develops key skills
 for employability such as   
 communication, team working,  
 making decisions and solving   
 problems. 

•  You can network and develop 
contacts with key industry 
professionals and potential 
employers. 

•  You will develop your skills and 
achievements, and learn how to 
present these in a way that matches 
job application forms. 

•  A work placement can improve your 
final year grades – 54% of placement 
students gained first-class Honours 
compared to 16% of non-placement 
students.† 

•  Work placements can be a route 
 into employment, with many   
 students offered positions in their  
 host company.



Careers & Employability  
Service
From careers advice to work placements, 
your future is our priority. 

It’s never too early to think about what 
you want to do after university. The 
Careers & Employability Service can 
give you all the support you need, 
from tips on what employers look for, 
to work placements that will enhance 
your employability.

Our experienced and professionally 
qualified team is available to offer you 
impartial information and guidance. 
We will help you consider the different 
kinds of jobs available and the skills, 
qualifications and experience you need 
to get them. There’s practical help too, 
such as completing job applications or 
practising interview techniques. 

Simply call in to your Careers & 
Employability Service at any time to 
use the resources. If you’re too busy 
to come and see us, you can access 
our e-resources whenever it suits you. 
You can find out about new vacancies 
and careers events, get updates on 
work placements, or search our vast 
employer directory.

Visit www.southwales.ac.uk/
careers to see what we offer and 
watch videos of what our students 
have to say. 

Work experience
Graduates face an increasingly 
competitive job market, so meaningful 
work experience is fast becoming 
essential. There are many different 
types of work experience, so you’re 
sure to find one that suits you. 

Some of our courses have a year of 
work experience, called a ‘sandwich 
year’, built in – just look for details 
next to each course entry. 
Alternatively, you could take an 
industrial placement, a vacation 
placement, or choose voluntary work 
in an area you’re passionate about. 
We can even help you find work 
experience overseas, which could count 
towards your course. 

GO Wales (Graduate 
Opportunities Wales)
GO Wales is a project delivered by our 
Careers & Employability Service. 
It offers paid and unpaid career-focused 
work experience opportunities for 
students and graduates across Wales. 
For further information about the 
range of services, visit the GO Wales 
website: www.gowales.co.uk

Placements
You can take time out of higher 
education to gain significant business 
experience with a full-time commercial 
placement. Choose between three, six 
or twelve months to work on specific 
projects, or fill resource gaps.

Live project work
Live project placements are wide-
ranging and challenging. You will 
get to use your academic expertise 
to address real-life problems over a 
six-week period. 

IMPARTIAL INFORMATION
AND GUIDANCE
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93% of our graduates are in 
work or further study within six 
months of graduating, which is 
much higher than the national 
average.  

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)



Employer links 
Making the right connections is critical. 
The Careers & Employability Service 
has excellent links with employers who 
contribute to our programme of careers 
events, which are dedicated to helping 
you find the experience you need.

Here are just some of the employers we 
work with:

• AXA Ltd • Audit Commission  
• Arriva Trains • Balfour Beatty  
• BBC • Boots • BT • Cable & Wireless 
• Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
• Ernst & Young • Exxon Mobil

• FDM Group • GCHQ  
• GE Aviation • General Dynamics  
• GlaxoSmithKline • KPMG • HSBC  
• John Lewis Partnership • Logica  
• PriceWaterhouseCoopers

• Rolls Royce • Sainsbury’s  
• Siemens plc • Tata Steel • Tesco  
• Vodafone Ltd • Welsh Government

Network75
Network75 is a unique scheme that 
combines work and study to improve 
your employability, making the 
Network75 Professional Academy 
the fastest way to become a 
graduate professional.

Network75 students are in University 
for two days a week and in work for 
the other three, so they put what 
they learn into practice straight away. 
Network75 offers work placements in 
all areas of engineering and technology, 
built environment, business, and IT. 
You get a minimum tax-free bursary of 
£5,000 per year that increases by £500 
each academic year. Plus, around 65% 
of students get additional payments 
from their host companies. Your course 
tuition fees will also be paid for you, so 
you can choose to graduate without 
any student debt.

There’s a 100% employment rate too. 
All Network75 students have been 
offered jobs by their host companies 
upon graduation, often at a level 
higher than other graduates.

To find out more about this unique 
scheme and to apply online, please visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/network75.

Boosting business talent 
At the University of South Wales, 
you’ll find a strong focus on helping 
develop your skills in an atmosphere of 
entrepreneurialism and enterprise. 

As well as helping you into jobs, the 
University has lots of ways to help you 
develop your own business or social 
enterprise. The Bright Ideas Programme 
offers training, support and even 
funding for University students or 
graduates who are ready to step into 
the world of business. 

The Bright Ideas Den lets you pitch your 
business idea to a group of experts 
and win funding to help get them off 
the ground. As well as business advice 
surgeries and events, there are regular 
visits from top business people and 
employers to give advice on succeeding 
in business. 

•  Your employer could offer you 
a graduate-level job when you 
finish your course.

•  You’ll gain new skills and 
develop confidence.

•  You get paid on some 
placements and could gain 
credits towards your course. 

What’s in it for you?

 The help I received was 
excellent, and the experience 
I gained was invaluable. I am 
now in a job that I love, which I 
would have been unlikely to get 
had I not had the experience. 
The Careers & Employability 
Service obviously played a 
pivotal role in this and I am very 
grateful to them. 

Louise Griffith,
BA (Hons) English 
and History
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Find out how we can improve 
your prospects through careers 
advice and work experience: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/careers

Make the most of  
your future

Renewable Systems Laboratory,
Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Outstanding learning support

Learning to meet your needs 
As a student here, you will get to use 
the latest learning technologies. Our 
approach means you can access the 
resources you need anytime, anywhere. 

‘Blackboard’ is the name of our virtual 
learning environment and you will 
experience some of your learning 
through this system. It adds to the 
ways you can learn by providing 
materials in a range of formats, 
including text, audio, visual and 
multimedia. It can be an interesting 
revision aid too – students say they 
much prefer computer-assisted 
assessment to poring over a mountain 
of books. We also use blogs, wikis and 
podcasts to deliver learning in a way 
that is best for you. 

If all this sounds a bit daunting, don’t 
worry – we will give you full training 
so you can get the most out of our 
technology. You will soon learn how to 
communicate with students and tutors 

through virtual classrooms, tutorial 
groups and chatrooms, and keep up-
to-date with timetables, bulletins and 
special events. 

Learning Resources Centres 
In Cardiff and Pontypridd, the library 
is located in the Learning Resources 
Centres (LRC). You will find an LRC 
on each campus – Treforest, Glyntaff 
and Cardiff. The Treforest LRC is in the 
process of being refurbished to create 
a modern learning environment with 
flexible learning spaces, and is due for 
completion in late 2013. 

Each LRC has a team of librarians who 
can help you find quality information 
for your assignments. They will also 
show you how to use a modern 
academic library. 

Many of the library’s services and 
resources are available on our web 
pages, including access to ejournals, 
databases, ebooks and enewspapers. 

You can also check your library 
account, and renew and reserve 
books online.

Our services and facilities include:

•  Thousands of journals and books, 
available electronically and in print

•  Library induction and information 
literacy sessions 

• Open access PCs

• Laptop loan and wireless internet

•  Long opening hours and self-service 
facilities

• A help and enquiry service

• 800 individual and group study places

• Photocopying, printing and scanning

•  Help for students with a disability 
   or dyslexia

•  Specialist tutors providing study 
   skills support

• Media services 

 The library is 
fantastic and staff are 
always willing to help. 
There are tutorials 
and workshops to 
support you, 
especially with 
things like 
referencing, 
as that is 
something new 
at university. 

Ceri Brett,
BSc (Hons) 
Biology

LRC, Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

With diverse courses to deliver to thousands of students in Cardiff 
and Pontypridd, we work hard to provide exceptional teaching and 
support. We have a team of specialist library, IT and media staff who 
will be on hand to support your learning and research.
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There is a dedicated Information 
Customer Support Service (ICSS) to 
help you with IT and system enquiries. 
This service is available Monday to 
Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, all year round.

Support is available face-to-face in 
the open access labs, by telephone or 
online, so you can get the help you 
need, whenever you need it. 

Media Services
If you are studying a media module, 
we can provide you with specialist 
media equipment and facilities, 
including editing suites and studios 
that are also open during weekends 
and evenings (availability varies 
depending on course/campus location). 
However, whatever your subject choice, 
if you need to use audio, video or 
photographic equipment, our staff can 
help and advise you. 

You can find out more about 
our learning resources at:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/lrc 

Information Systems
When you enrol, you will get an e-mail 
address and access to our ICT facilities 
through the student portal. You can 
access e-mail, Blackboard, the library 
systems, and high-speed internet 
anywhere in the University. 

At Cardiff and Pontypridd, we have an 
impressive student to computer ratio, 
with over 2,000 computers. Many of 
these are available at evenings and 
weekends, and you can book a PC 
workstation if you want to secure 
your spot. The University has wireless 
networking for real flexibility and you 
can even borrow a laptop from the LRC 
to get started. 

THE HELP YOU NEED
WHENEVER YOU NEED IT

Social learning space, Students’ Union,
Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

Further information 
For details on how our facilities 
can give your learning a boost, 
visit www.southwales.ac.uk/lrc.
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Investing in your future 
The best universities need to move with the times and we are no 
different. To give our students every chance of success, we make 
sure our facilities are the best they can possibly be. 

We have new, £20m student 
residences at our Treforest 
campus. Turn to page 22 to 
find out more.   

Did you know?We’ve been busy over the last few 
years, with a £130m investment 
programme at Cardiff and Pontypridd 
to provide a first-class learning 
environment. This reflects the 
University’s forward-thinking outlook 
and improves the quality of your 
student experience.

We’re halfway through a refurbishment 
of the Learning Resources Centre at 
Treforest and a new home for Student 
Services. We’ve also redesigned our 
largest lecture theatre so it can seat up 
to 300 students and is fitted with the 
latest technology.

PROVIDING THE VERY BEST
FOR OUR STUDENTS
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Treforest 
Campus, 
Pontypridd

At the Glyntaff campus, students now 
study in purpose-built laboratories filled 
with industry-standard equipment. 
USW Sport Park is our new coaching 
and performance centre just a few 
miles from Glyntaff. It’s the first sports 
facility in Wales to be rated BREEAM-
Excellent, and is used by students and 
professional sports teams.

Our Treforest campus has a new 
training facility for Aerospace students, 
complete with a flight simulator and 
full-size commercial aircraft. To support 
our leading research, our sport science 
facilities have new laboratories and 
high-tech teaching facilities, making 
them among the best in the UK.

To ensure our students get the best 
inside and outside the classroom, we’ve 
built new Halls of Residence and 
refurbished over 300 existing rooms to 
offer a high standard of student 
accommodation that’s hard to beat.

student support. And that’s not all! 
We have created realistic simulation 
training facilities for our Health and 
Forensic Sciences students at Glyntaff, 
and for Law and Accounting students 
at Treforest. We have also developed a 
training space for lighting, sound and 
staged events students so they can get 
practical experience on campus too. 

We’ve also established ATRiuM at the 
heart of Cardiff city centre, dedicated 
to the creative industries. It has 
specialist equipment, dedicated studio 
spaces, and industry-standard HD 
broadcasting studios. Due to the 
booming creative industries in south 
Wales, there are plans to expand 
ATRiuM for animation, performance 
and the creative arts.

The Union building at Treforest, has 
everything a student could possibly 
need, housed in a stylish glass building. 
We’ve built a Union building in Cardiff 
too, complete with bar, cafe, shop and 

 I wanted to come here 
because I was told the course 
was good. My advice is come 
and take a look – see the facilities 
and you‘ll be impressed. 

Craig Walkley, 
BA (Hons) Drama 
(Theatre and Media) 

Hypobaric Chamber, Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd

£130
investment programme

MILLION

Research and sport 
science facilities 
among the best in UK
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Student money
The benefits of higher education far outweigh the cost – from the 
career opportunities a degree can bring, to the friends, skills and 
experiences you’ll have for life. 

Student Money Service
There are plenty of ways to help you 
manage the cost of your education. 
Tuition fee grants and student loans 
make university affordable and, here 
at the University of South Wales, we 
offer a little extra support. We have 
a team of experts who can help you 
with anything money-related. Our 
Student Money Service offers advice on 
everything from applying for a loan or 
opening a bank account, to learning 
how to budget. So, if you need advice 
on fees, scholarships and money, visit 
our website: www.southwales.ac.uk/
money

How do I pay my tuition fees?
Paying for your tuition is the biggest 
cost involved in going to university, but 
there is financial support to help you 
get the education you need. 

The good news is that no eligible 
student has to pay tuition fees up front. 
It is possible to take out a Tuition Fee 
Loan that effectively defers payment of 
your fees until after you graduate and 
are earning money. The Student Loans 
Company (SLC) pays your fees directly 
to the University, then you pay the SLC 
at a later date. 

How much will I pay in 
tuition fees?
In 2013 - 14, the University will 
charge £9,000 per year for full-time 
Honours degrees in areas where the 
cost of provision is high, eg, science, 
technology, engineering etc. All other 
full-time Honours degrees will be 
£8,000 per year. Students studying a 
full-time Foundation Degree or HND 
will be charged £6,000 per year. 

It costs the University more money to 
provide technical courses than 
classroom-based courses. The specialist 
equipment needed for technical 
courses, such as a wind tunnel for 
aerodynamics or engineering 
laboratories for materials testing, 
requires continued investment to 
ensure that it is suitable and up-to-
date. The University is a registered 
charity and not a profit-making 
organisation, so the cost charged is 
reflective of the specialist equipment 
required.

THE BENEFITS
FAR OUTWEIGH THE COST

You will find a handy fees 
calculator next to each course 
on our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
courses

Did you know?

Students’ Union, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Most full-time students who normally 
live in Wales before studying at 
university, only have to pay £3,575 
per year in tuition fees themselves, 
regardless of the fee level.* The 
remainder of the cost is paid by the 
Welsh Government on behalf of 
eligible students through the Tuition 
Fee Grant. Please note that the Welsh 
Government will decide whether you 
are eligible for this grant when you 
apply for student support.

At the time of print (March 2013), 
details of student financial support 
and fee levels have not been 
confirmed for 2014 - 15. The Welsh 
Government is also reviewing existing 
arrangements for fees in Wales. We 
strongly advise you to keep up-to-date 
with developments by visiting the 
appropriate website for government 
information about financial support:

•  Welsh students:  
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

•  English students:  
www.studentfinanceengland.co.uk

•  Northern Irish students:  
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk

• Scottish students: www.saas.gov.uk

For information from the University 
about fees and student support, visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/money. 

Celebrating excellence 
We are committed to excellence in all 
we do. This extends to our students 
too – by recognising their achievements 
and helping them reach their full 
potential. You can find out more about 
our scholarships and how to apply for 
them on our website:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/money

Living costs
There are student loans available to 
help with your living costs, and grants 
which, unlike a loan, do not have to 
be repaid. They can help pay towards 
your living costs such as food, travel 
and accommodation, while you study. 
Grants for living costs aren’t available 
to all students and if you are eligible, 
the amount you receive depends on 
your household income. 

Additional costs
Some of our courses involve additional 
costs as part of your learning. While 
you can expect to pay for books and 
electronic essentials, there may be 
subject-specific costs such as field trips. 
You can find full details of these on our 
website: www.southwales.ac.uk/
courses

International students
Tuition fee levels for international 
students are detailed on page 30, 
or find out more on our website:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/
international

Students don’t start to 
repay their tuition fee 
loans until they have 
left university and are 
earning over £21,000

Students from the EU
If you are an EU resident, you may 
be eligible for financial support from 
the Welsh Government to help with 
your tuition fees. Turn to page 32 for 
more information.

Part-time funding
If you choose to study part-time, 
funding is available to help with fees 
and course-related costs. You can find 
out more information from the relevant 
student funding site for where you live.

*At the time of print, student support in 
Wales has not been confirmed for 2014 - 15 
entry. This amount is based on funding for 
2013-14 entry.

The University has a dedicated 
Student Money Service – you 
can talk with our experienced 
Money Advisers at an Open Day. 
To book your place, simply visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
opendays 

Did you know?
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I’ve been busy trying to find some placements this week as I’m graduating in 
a few months and need to get my act in gear to find a proper job when 
I leave the safe bubble of student life :( 

My tip of the week is to get out there and get some sort of experience in the 
working world whether you are in Year 10 or Year 13 or unsure of what you 
want to do. Any work experience is good experience because even if you didn’t 
like it, at least then you can tick that field off your list of possible careers. Also 
good work experiences will enable you to create the path that you want to lead, 
give you a chance to meet a few contacts and will make you more employable.

Get searching (and nagging)! Siân x

If you want a real insight into student 
life, follow us through our blogs at 
www.southwales.ac.uk/uswinsight, 
or look for us on Facebook. We’re on 
Twitter too @USWInsight

We’ve been sharing our experiences in 
weekly blogs, living our lives through 
Twitter, and talking with prospective 
students about University life on 
Facebook.

You may meet us in person in the next 
few months as we meet and greet 
students at Open Days, and attend 
UCAS fairs, careers evenings and HE 
fairs on behalf of the University.

If you want to find out more about 
student life, just get in touch! You can 
send us direct messages to get answers 
to specific questions.

In the meantime, you can read our 
blogs and discover what it is like to 
be a student at here. There’s lots of 
advice on applying to university too, 
from finding a course to writing your 
personal statement. Here’s a taste of 
what you’ll find.

Siân Williams

EVERY EXPERIENCE IS A GOOD EXPERIENCE

Make sure you all 
book on to the next 
Open Day in 2013 
and make a visit...

USW Insight – 
follow our student lives
We are a group of university students who would love to share our 
student lives with you and give you an insight into university life.  
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Ceri 
Brett

Jevan 
Hopwood

Hannah 
Lane

James 
Moos

Jonathan 
Sage

Siân 
Williams

Howdy everyone, hope you are all well! I hopefully met quite a few of 
you at the Open Day last Saturday, but if not, then make sure you all 
book on to the next Open Day in 2013 and make a visit :) On the Open Day 
quite a few parents and prospective students had a common question: what 
is the most important aspect when choosing a university?

So I thought I would broadcast my answer out to you all so it can help you 
guys with your choices on your UCAS application! Take a good hard look 
at each prospectus and analyse what each university offers for your chosen 
subject. This is the most important factor when choosing where you want 
to study because it could have a big impact on your career! To give you 
examples, one course might offer a work placement year, and have good 
links with industry etc – these little things can make a big difference in the 
long run! It certainly helped me choose my course.

Make sure you take a close look at each uni for what they offer upon your 
chosen course and maybe even build a little table or spreadsheet to fill in and 
see which ends up looking the best :) hopefully you’ll agree with me that 
the University has those extra advantages on their courses so you can have 
a great time with lots of fun, all whilst gaining a degree that will lead you 
straight into a good career! :) J

James Moos

DECIDING ON UNIVERSITY CHOICES

Que Pasa Guys, Hope you’re all well.

This week I bought a harness so I could finally go climbing whenever I liked 
and got to use it Friday at the Summit Centre (Rock UK) up in Treharris with 
the GUCC. It was awesome! The climbing walls there were huge and a few 
had some really good overhangs to get to grips with. Accomplished some 
climbs I never thought I could. I highly recommend getting a hobby like 
this, it gives you something extra to do with your time, especially whilst at 
university – you don’t want to just sit around and type up notes.

Now the attention turns to Bonfire Night and once again, many different 
events are going on around here. Last night (Saturday) the housemates and 
I went to watch the display at Caerphilly Castle (a free event from the car 
park at ‘Morrison’s’) and tonight we are watching the firework display from 
the park in Pontypridd which I am looking forward to. Last year we went to 
Cardiff to watch the display there which was fantastic. Hope you all enjoy 
any fireworks near you – I know they’re not for everyone.

Make sure that you and your newly acquainted friends at university take part 
in these kind of festivities when you are at university; not only are they great 
social events but you can have some real good memories during these times 
and not to mention some cracking photos!

Until next time, stay safe. Sagey 

Jonathan Sage

FREAKY FESTIVITIES

I’m seriously organised, 
outrageously blonde and 
hopelessly addicted to coffee.

I love being outdoors or 
in the lab, and I’ve got a 
three-legged cat called Dude.

Favourite quote: ‘If your 
dreams don’t scare you, 
they aren’t big enough.’

My ambition is to work for 
the government or military 
within a Cyber division.

Favourite quote: ‘One way to 
get the most out of life is to 
look upon it as an adventure.’

I’m an easy-going, bubbly 
Welsh girl determined to 
reach my ambitions.

Meet our USW
Insight students
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Student accommodation
Where you live is just as important as what you learn. 
Whether you want to live on campus or nearby, we’ll 
help you feel right at home. 

 There are fantastic 
Halls here – I was 
very impressed. 
Living in Halls 
you get to 
meet so 
many people 
from different places, 
different courses 
and different 
backgrounds. There’s 
a proper community 
feel and I still live with 
my Halls flatmates in 
my second year. 

Susana Silva,
BSc (Hons) 
Police Sciences

If you choose a course in this 
prospectus, you will study at Cardiff or 
Pontypridd. Here’s what you need to 
know about student accommodation in 
these places.

Living in Halls
Living in Halls is a great way to meet 
people and make new friends when 
you arrive. Plus, you’ll be close to all 
the facilities you need, so you won’t 
have to build travelling costs into your 
budget either.

The University’s Halls of Residence are 
on our Treforest campus, so you can 
live and study in a friendly, community 
atmosphere that our students love. 
Not only is it convenient, but it’s 
competitively priced too. In 2013-14, 
a typical self-catered, en suite study 
bedroom cost from £98 per week – 
and that’s including all your bills. All 

rooms have a free internet connection 
and optional services include IPTV, IP 
telephony and gaming online. 

We offer over 500 study bedrooms 
and more than 200 premium study 
bedrooms at Glamorgan Court. There 
are nearly 400 study bedrooms and 
100 premium bedrooms at the new 
Mountain Halls, as well as 20 self-
contained studio flats. As a resident, 
you can head to The Hub for social 
events like cooking lessons and curry 
nights, or even organise your own. 

In Cardiff, we have engaged with 
private providers, Liberty Living, to 
offer competitive packages for rooms 
in their Halls of Residence. All rooms 
are en suite and are conveniently 
located in the city centre – one Halls of 
Residence is even directly opposite the 
ATRiuM building.

We will tell you how to apply for 
a room as part of the University 
application process, and you can find 
out more on our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
accommodation

If you don’t get a place in Halls, we can 
discuss other options with you and the 
University’s Accommodation Services 
can help you find the right place to 
live. Our experienced staff can give 
you all the information you need 
about accommodation and finding 
your new home. 

Self-catered, en suite 
study bedrooms, with 
all bills included, from

£98

PER W
EEK

The Hub, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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WHAT WILL 
I GET FOR
MY MONEY?

Treforest Halls, 
Pontypridd
•  From £98 per week*

•  Own room with en suite shower  
 room and toilet

•  Shared kitchen and dining area  
 with five other people

•  Fast-speed internet access

•  Bills included

•  Insurance for personal belongings

Cardiff Halls
•  From £103 per week**

•  Own room with en suite shower 

 and toilet

•  Shared kitchen, dining and 

 living area

•  Internet access

•  Bills included

Privately rented house
•  From £50 per week*

•  Own bedroom

•  Shared kitchen, bathroom and   
 lounge, usually with three to 

 five others

• Bills not included (approximately  
 £8-10 per week)

All Halls have coin-operated 
laundry facilities and are staffed 
24 hours a day.

Private options 
Some students choose to live off 
campus in houses owned by private 
landlords. When we say off campus, 
we don’t mean miles away – most 
properties are within walking distance 
of the University. 

To ensure a good standard of off-
campus accommodation, we keep a 
database of reputable, local authority-
registered landlords, whose properties 
meet the legal minimum standard and 
safety regulations.

You can search our database for 
accommodation in Pontypridd and 
Cardiff at: www.studentpad.co.uk

What about food?
All our accommodation is self-catering, 
but if you’re not a budding masterchef, 
there are plenty of places to eat on 
campus, most of which cater for 
special diets and sell Fairtrade products. 
There’s sure to be something to suit 
your tastes! 

Stilts Food Court at Treforest serves 
food from early until late, with 
Starbucks coffee to give you a boost 
for early starts. You’ll also find coffee 
shops across the campus, with 
Crawshays offering continental coffees 
and Cafe Xpress for grab‘n’go snacks.

At Glyntaff, you can get hot and cold 
food in the Zone, or coffee, sandwiches 
and cakes in Matrix cafe. There’s a 
student cafe at ATRiuM too – plus 
because it’s in the heart of the city, 
there’s an endless variety of bars, 
restaurants and cafes to enjoy. 

Mountain Halls, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

*Based on 2013-14 prices
**Based on 2012-13 prices

More information
For more information about 
private rentals and lots of 
practical advice, visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
accommodation

Turn to page 232 for maps and 
to see how convenient our Halls 
of Residence are.

More information
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Outstanding student support
Our students get the best during their time here – including award-winning 
support. Student Services help your time at University run as smoothly as 
possible. If you want information or advice, there is a network of people 
ready to help. 

A NETWORK OF PEOPLE
READY TO HELP

Counselling, advice and 
welfare 
The University offers a professional, 
confidential Counselling Service for 
all students, plus our website can 
direct you to alternative sources of 
help. We also have Mental Wellbeing 
Advisers who can liaise with University 
departments, Faculties and others  
on your behalf. Please visit  
www.southwales.ac.uk/student for 
further information and contact details.

The University is committed to 
providing support for young people in 
care and those leaving care, who want 
to go on to higher education. We have 
a package of support measures that 
we hope will help students settle in, 
focus on their studies and graduate 
successfully. Our webpage will give you 
some of the information you need and 
provide contacts who can answer any 
queries you may have: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/care

We can also provide information and 
guidance in relation to University 
Regulations. 

The Students’ Union offers a 
confidential Welfare Service that can 
help with any problems you may have, 
including University regulations. Visit 
www.uswsu.com for details. 

You can book appointments 
online through our student 
portal – help is only a click away. 

Did you know?
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Health
Our nurse-led University Health Service 
offers a wide range of services – simply 
phone or walk in for advice on all types 
of health related issues. We are here 
to act as a supplement to the service 
provided by your GP. We work in 
partnership with surgeries in Pontypridd 
and Cardiff to provide appointments 
with doctors at the University Health 
Centre in Treforest and at ATRiuM. For 
further information, visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/health

Student Money Service
We have experienced Student Money 
Service staff who are available to help 
with any money-related enquiries. Turn 
to page 18 for details. 

Disability and Dyslexia 
Service
Whether you have a physical, sensory, 
mental health or unseen disability, the 
Disability and Dyslexia Service is here 
to support you. We encourage you to 
discuss your individual requirements 
with an Adviser as early as possible 
when you apply. 

We work with students to draw up 
individual support plans, which are 
reviewed and revised throughout your 
study. Facilities include a comprehensive 
Information Access Service with up-to-
date equipment, alongside specialised 
support such as electronic note takers. 
We also arrange full educational 
psychologist assessments and provide 
one-to-one support through specialist 
dyslexia tutors.

If you use a wheelchair or have mobility 
difficulties, you should be aware that 
our Treforest campus is built on a hill, 
although we do have adapted 
accommodation and can make 
arrangements for you to bring a car 
on campus.

You can get further information about 
the Disability and Dyslexia Service and 
the University’s Strategic Equality Plan, 
Disability Policy, and Mental  
Wellbeing Policy on our website,  
www.southwales.ac.uk/disability, 
or call us on 08455 76 77 78. 

If you require this prospectus or any 
other guide in a different format, eg, 
large print, please contact us on  
08455 76 77 78. 

The Chaplaincy 
The Chaplaincy, while rooted in the 
Christian tradition, offers spiritual 
guidance and support to students of 
all faiths and none. Our service is 
independent and confidential, 
irrespective of religion. 

We have access to a number of advisers 
from different faiths – Islam, Judaism, 
Hinduism and Buddhism – and we are 
available to give pastoral support. As 
well as The Meeting House at Treforest, 
the University has male and female 
Islamic prayer rooms with appropriate 
washing facilities. To find out more, 
visit www.southwales.ac.uk/ 
chaplaincy.

Award-winning support
The University has an award-
winning student portal. It has all the 
information you will ever need and 
a little bit more – all at the click of a 
button. The student portal is dedicated 
to keeping our students up-to-date 
with the latest events, news, teaching 
resources, support and development, as 
well as access to information services. 

Childcare
The University’s Playcentre at the 
Treforest campus provides full-time and 
part-time care for children between 
three months and five years of age. 
Registered by the Care and Social 
Services Inspectorate Wales, priority 
places go to children of students and 
staff.

Facilities include an activity and sensory 
room, a snuggly bugs room, a busy 
bees room, a little explorers’ room, a 
pre-school room and a large outdoor 
area. Fees are available on request at 
the Playcentre, or visit our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/playcentre

 I have had excellent support 
from the University staff. 
They were very approachable 
and I wasn’t made to feel 
different. I got the advice and 
encouragement I needed to 
get my work done. 

Susan Laing,
BSc (Hons) Social Sciences

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

Our Student Services team won 
the Outstanding Support for 
Students category at the high-
profile Times Higher Education 
Awards 2012. 

Award winners
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USW Sport
USW Sport covers all sport and recreation activities at the University. 
We offer an impressive range of sports courses, facilities, clubs and 
qualifications, all in some of the best facilities in the UK. 

Sporting life
The Sport Centre at our Treforest 
Campus has had Quest accreditation 
on three occasions; this is the only 
sport chartermark recognised by all 
four UK Sports Councils. We are proud 
of our Quest record and have achieved 
the highest marks of any university in 
the UK.

The Centre boasts excellent facilities – a 
huge main hall, conditioning room with 
lots of equipment, media to entertain 
you while you train, and the latest 
Integra machines for use by wheelchair 
and able-bodied users. You will also 
find squash courts, a climbing wall, and 
a studio for dance and martial arts.

But what’s on offer goes way beyond 
weights and equipment. Whatever 
you do to keep fit, you’re likely to find 
it at USW Sport. You can enjoy the 
social side of sport, or try classes and 
courses in something totally new. From 

indoor climbing to yoga, archery and 
everything in between, there’s sure to 
be something you’ll enjoy. 

For students living or studying in 
Cardiff, we have some excellent 
partnerships with local gyms and health 
clubs that are within walking distance 
of ATRiuM.

Going to university doesn’t mean 
giving up the sports you love either. 
USW Sport embraces the different 
sports teams that compete in the 
British Universities and Colleges Sport 
(BUCS) Leagues. There are 48 sports in 
the BUCS competition so, for example, 
you could represent USW at one of 
these: 

• rugby union • rugby league • football 
• golf • badminton • cricket • netball
• squash • trampolining • table tennis 
• volleyball • basketball • hockey 
• athletics 

USW Sport Park
This is our purpose-built playing area 
just three miles from Pontypridd. It is 
home to a large pavilion, five floodlit 
pitches and two all-weather pitches, 
one of which is a FIFA-approved, 
full-size ‘rubber crumb’ pitch. These 
facilities are so good that many 
professional teams regularly use 
them for training, such as the Wales 
national football team and Cardiff City 
Football Club, as well as the touring 
British Lions, Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa rugby squads. The 
University was included within London’s 
2012 Pre-Games Training Camp Guide. 

A £3.7m sport centre opened at the 
Park in September 2010. This includes 
a six-court hall, strength and 
conditioning room, and a notational 
analysis suite, as well as lecture rooms 
and offices. Together with our outdoor 
facilities, USW Sport Park is one of the 
finest university sports coaching and 
training venues in the country.

Many of our student teams are 
league winners. 

Did you know?

Our facilities are  
so good that many 
professional teams 
regularly use them  
for training

USW Sport Park
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Performance Sport 
Programme
The Performance Sport Programme aids 
the development of talented student 
athletes. Focus Sport helps students 
achieve excellence in their chosen 
sport, and there are Sports Scholarships 
for students who compete at national 
or international level, and represent the 
University in one of the BUCS sports.

Together, the University 
of South Wales, Cardiff 
University and Cardiff 
Metropolitan University 

have formed the Cardiff/USW Institute 
Centre for Cricketing Excellence. It is 
one of only six Centres in the UK that 
ensure the best young cricketers can 
combine higher education with their 
cricket development. 

Sport qualifications 
USW Sport also provides academic 
courses, from Foundation degrees 
to PhD research. Alongside these, 
we offer National Governing Body 
coaching awards that are available to 
all students. These coaching awards 
and experience will put you in a strong 
position for a range of employment 
opportunities when you graduate. 
Few universities in the UK have 
graduates with such a strong coaching 
background and wealth of experience 
as those from USW Sport. Turn to page 
198 to find out more. 

Come to an Open Day or watch 
our video to find out how:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/sport 

Get involved with  
USW Sport! 

Sport Centre, Treforest 
Campus, Pontypridd

Main Hall, USW Sport Park

 The Sport Centre has got loads of health 
and fitness classes that are good value for 
money. It’s for all different abilities and you 
can try things that you haven’t had the 
chance to try before, like archery. 

Liam Gladwish,
BSc (Hons) International Wildlife 
Biology
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Students’ Union
The Students’ Union plays an important part in the life of every student 
and it’s much more than a place to party. It’s where you can seek advice, 
play sport, make new friends, find work and have your voice heard. That 
said, there’s plenty of entertainment when it’s time to put your studies 
aside and relax! 

The Union is run by students for 
students, so you get a say in how 
this is done. You automatically 
get membership of the Union as a 
University of South Wales student, 
so you can make the most of what’s 
available. With Union facilities on every 
campus, we’re always here for you 
– plus you can enjoy what’s on offer 
at any campus, no matter where you 
usually study.

The Union offers a wide range of 
services and activities, so when you’re 
not studying, the Union is the place 
to be.  

Socialising
In this warm and friendly atmosphere 
at Treforest, you can watch live sport 
on the big screen, enjoy a meal, grab a 
coffee, or just head for the sun terrace 
to relax. You can even get your hair cut 
or styled in the salon! There’s plenty 
to entertain you when the sun goes 
down. From live bands and the pub 
quiz, to film screenings and theme 
nights, there’s always something good 
happening. 

The Union at Treforest Campus is for all 
students, regardless of where you 

study. As well as this, there’s the Union 
bar in Cardiff at ATRiuM. Here, you can 
buy food or relax between lectures. 

But at night, the place is transformed 
to offer an exciting programme of 
events, from open mic nights to live 
music. At Glyntaff, there are plenty 
of social spaces where you can take 
a break and catch up with friends. 
We’ve started planning to expand 
Union venues and services at Glyntaff 
campus, so watch this space! 

RUN BY STUDENTS 
FOR STUDENTS

Students’ Union, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Sport 
We have excellent sports facilities at the 
University of South Wales. Our teams 
compete in the British Universities 
Colleges and Sport (BUCS) Leagues 
every Wednesday and you can try out 
for these at the start of term. If you are 
good at your chosen sport, you could 
be selected to represent the Welsh and 
British universities teams. We will give 
you details on trying out for a team 
before you arrive, but you can find out 
more about USW Sport on page 26. 

Clubs and societies
Whatever your passion, from human 
rights to big band music, there’s a club 
or society for you. If you join a society, 
you will meet lots of new people and 
get involved in all sorts of activities, 
from demonstrations to days out. 

Most importantly, you will get more 
out of your time at University – it’s your 
chance to try something completely 
new or keep up existing interests. If 
your preferred activity or club isn’t on 
offer, simply find enough like-minded 
people and set up your own.

Employment
If you want part-time work while 
you study, you can mix business with 
pleasure. The Union needs staff for 
everything from bar work to being a 
student ambassador. The Job Shop 
advertises vacancies across all our 
campuses. They can also advise you 
on volunteering, or help you get your 
business ideas up and running.

Get involved
There are three Student Councils, 
each made up of reps from all 
walks of student life. Whatever and 
wherever you study, you will have the 
opportunity to raise concerns, suggest 
change or tell people how great things 
are, just by getting in touch with 
Student Council members. 

These Councillors are also here to 
support the campus Vice-Presidents 
– attending meetings, running 

campaigns, passing on information 
and giving feedback – all to help you, 
the student. Look out for the Council 
noticeboards on each campus or check 
online, or come to one of the Council 
welcome events to meet your reps.

Welfare 
University is a fantastic experience, 
but being a student can be completely 
different from the life you led before 
and it’s understandable if you have a 
few problems along the way. Don’t feel 
you have to get through it alone – the 
Welfare Service is here to listen and 
help, whether your problem is financial, 
emotional or educational. 

 The Students’ Union is a 
brilliant building! It’s the hub 
of everything that goes on 
and there’s a good 
variety of nights out 
and events. 

Noel Williams,
BSc (Hons) Sports 
Coaching and 
Performance

You can get your 
hair cut, watch 
live sport or just 
head for the sun 
terrace to relax

ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus

Visit www.uswsu.com for 
a taste of Union life at the 
University of South Wales.

Access all areas
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International students
We are proud of our international outlook and the many 
nationalities across our campuses, including lecturing staff.

Each year, thousands of students come 
here from over 60 countries. You will 
be a valued member of our community, 
and your ideas and culture will enrich 
us as a university. 

Here is a brief introduction to the 
services we offer our international 
students to support you through the 
application process and during your 
course. Turn to the next page to find 
out about the support we offer 
international students while they study 
with us.

Enquiries and Applications
Specially trained staff in our 
International Office can help with your 
questions about the University and our 
courses. We have a network of 
representatives in many countries who 
can also help you. You can find their 
details on our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
international 

The University recognises many 
qualifications from around the world. 
Our staff and representatives overseas 
can advise you on the equivalence of 
your qualifications and recommend a 
study plan suitable for you. Different 
courses have different entry 
requirements. There are exact details 
on each course page in this prospectus, 
or on our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/courses

For undergraduate study, you also need 
a good command of English and must 
prove you have the equivalent of IELTS 
6.0 and TOEFL (IBT) 80. If you do not 
meet our required English language 
level, we can arrange for you to have 
English language training at the 
University’s Centre for International 
English. For details of our entry 
requirements, visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
international

International Foundation 
Programme (IFP)
If you are a high school leaver, you may 
not be able to join a degree 
programme in the UK straight away. 
We provide an excellent International 
Foundation Programme (IFP). When 
you complete this programme, you can 
progress to a Bachelors degree at the 
University of South Wales or another 
UK university. Usual entry requirements 
are a high school leaving certificate and 
IELTS 5.0. 

Fees for overseas students 
(non-EU)*
• Degree courses £10,750
• International Foundation   
 Programme (IFP) £6,500
• Placement year £4,500

*Based on 2012-13 fees.

 I have made the most of my 
time at university by gaining 
employability skills. I won a 
prize for best project from 
the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers. I solved a real-life 
problem given to me by the 
company Corus. I gained 
valuable work experience on 
this project and may be lucky 
enough to secure a job with 
them now. 

Vivek Kapur, India
BEng (Hons) Mechanical 
Engineering

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Scholarships
Partial tuition scholarships of up to 
£1,500 are available for undergraduate 
programmes. Please note that 
scholarships do not apply to IFP, English 
language courses or placement years. 
You do not need to make a separate 
application for a scholarship – you will 
be automatically considered when you 
apply to study. You will get 
confirmation of any scholarship 
award(s) with your offer letter. We may 
withdraw your scholarships if you do 
not keep to the terms and conditions. 

How to apply
Applicants for English and Foundation 
courses should complete the 
University’s application form, which is 
available online: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
international

Undergraduate applicants should 
usually apply through UCAS (see page 
222). Once you have received an offer, 
our staff will tell you how to book 
accommodation, make a fee payment 
and make a visa application. 

We have an International 
Alumni Association, so you can 
keep in touch with friends for 
life, all over the world. 

Did you know?
 This has been a particularly 

good home to develop my 
ideas and myself. With amazing 
facilities, very active and helpful 
lecturers and teaching staff, and 
a good study environment, the 
University provides you a perfect 
setting for your studies. 

Besides study, I have had a 
brilliant chance to get myself 
involved in many extracurricular 
activities. Joining various 
societies and sports allows you 
to meet many new people, 
to share and learn from one 
another, as well as to develop 
your skills. Wales has many 
wonderful locations to enjoy. I 
have met many people, made 
tonnes of friends and learnt a 
lot this far; it’s been an amazing 
experience. 

Christine Kariuki, Kenya
BSc (Hons) Business 
Information Technology

More information
and services for 
overseas students

Summer Graduation, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

More information
Download our International 
Student Guide from: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
international
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Students from the EU 
Studying in a different country is a life-changing experience that 
will help you grow academically, personally and prepare you for 
your career. 

Every year, we welcome students from 
all over Europe who want to improve 
their employability and develop their 
language skills. Students from the EU 
also benefit from financial support 
towards their tuition fees.

Once you’ve found a course that you’re 
interested in studying, you’ll find lots 
more information specific to your 
country on our website. Simply visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/eu. Here, 
you can check your qualifications and 
tuition fees, and see who you need 
to contact to find out more about our 
courses. You can also watch videos, 
read about students who have already 
chosen to study here, and see what 
they have to say.

We offer lots of support for overseas 
students. As well as help with everyday 
life in the UK, there are societies and 
events where you can get together 
with people from your home country, 
and meet new people from other 
countries. You can find out more on 
the page opposite.

If you’re interested in applying to study 
here, you’ll find entry requirements 
on our website, and details of how to 
apply on page 222. If you would like 
to speak to someone and get advice 
in person, our website also has dates 
of when members of our EU team will 
visit your country, or contact details of 
our representatives in your country. 

You may be eligible for grants 
from the Welsh Government 
towards your study. Visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/eu 
for the latest information. 

Did you know?

 When the university offers came out the decision was easy – the course 
and the University as a whole had so much more to offer than anywhere 
back home. Although a little apprehensive, I packed up my life and made 
the move to Cardiff. It has turned out to be the best decision of my life.

This is so much more than I had ever anticipated. Financially I am well 
supported with grants from the Welsh Government, scholarships from 
the University, I also have a job working for the University as a student 
ambassador. In my spare time I play volleyball for the university team and 
am a member of the student council, and love going out in the amazing 
Students’ Union and having the craic with a few mates, classmates, team-
mates and council members. 

Sarah Valkenborghs, Ireland
BSc (Hons) Medical Sciences

Student Services, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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International Student Support Service
We make sure you have all the help you need before you arrive 
and during your time at the University, and we have advisers dedicated 
to the welfare of international students. 

Throughout your course, International 
Student Support Service (ISSS) staff can 
help you with any non-academic, 
welfare-related issues such as visa 
applications, employment regulations, 
adapting to a new culture and 
University regulations.

To make your travel arrangements to 
the University as easy as possible, we 
organise Arrival Services for when you 
arrive in the UK. To help you settle in 
and make friends before your course 
starts, we also organise International 
Welcome Weeks in September and 
February. These are a great chance to 
learn more about University life before 
starting your studies. 

We organise events and trips 
throughout the year, designed to help 
you integrate and make the most of 
your time in the UK. You could even 
join the International Society for more 
events and trips in the UK. 

To find out more, visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/intsupport.

Careers & Employability 
Service
The University’s Careers & Employability 
Service can help you with your CV, 
interview techniques and work 
experience. International students can 
work 10 or 20 hours per week in 
term-time and any number of hours 
in vacations.

Our Careers & Employability Service 
and the Students’ Union Employment 
Service can help you find casual or 
part-time work while you are studying. 
You can find more information on 
our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/ukworking

 I only have good things to say 
about International Welcome 
Week. When I arrived I was 
afraid that I would feel alone, 
but the activities really helped 
me bond with other students. 
Actually I didn’t miss my family 
and friends at all since I was 
enjoying the trips and parties. 
The best friends that I have now 
are the ones that I met in the 
International Welcome Week. 

Felipe Barrocco, Brazil
BA (Hons) Graphic 
Communication

Trip to Abergavenny Museum
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Cymraeg: Mae’n gwneud gwahaniaeth
Mae llawer o gyfleoedd i ti ddefnyddio dy Gymraeg yn y Brifysgol – 
yn gymdeithasol neu fel rhan o dy gwrs.

Manteisia ar y cyfleoedd hyn er mwyn sicrhau dy fod yn ehangu dy orwelion ac 
yn datblygu sgiliau dwyieithog a fydd yn cryfhau dy botensial gyrfaol ar gyfer y 
dyfodol. Yn wir, mae ymchwil yn dangos bod cyflogwyr yn edrych fwyfwy ar 
recriwtio pobl sydd hefyd yn medru cynnig gwasanaeth a sgil pellach o allu 
gweithio yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg yng Nghymru.

Cyfleoedd Cyfrwng 
Cymraeg
Ein nod fel Prifysgol yw cefnogi 
myfyrwyr cyfrwng Cymraeg i barhau i 
ddatblygu eu sgiliau yn y ddwy iaith. 

O ganlyniad, darperir cyfleoedd ar lefel 
academaidd. O ran y ddarpariaeth 
hynny, cynigwn yr isod yng Nghaerdydd 
a Phontypridd:

•  BA (Anrh) Astudiaethau Cymraeg  
 Proffesiynol (Prif/Is-bwnc): Q560 

•  BA (Anrh) Theatr a Drama: W404 

•  BA (Anrh) Cynhyrchu’r Cyfryngau:  
 P310

•  BA (Anrh) Cerddoriaeth Boblogaidd:  
 W340 

•  BSc (Anrh) Technoleg Cerddoriaeth:  
 J937 

•  BSc (Anrh) Technoleg Sain: J938

•  BA (Anrh) Rheoli Busnes: N201

•  BA (Anrh) Rheolaeth Adnoddau  
 Dynol: N602

•  BA (Anrh) Marchnata: N502

Mae’n bosibl dilyn BA (Anrh) 
Astudiaethau Cymraeg Proffesiynol 
fel cwrs cyfunol gyda phwnc arall 
(gweler tudalen 215), neu ambell i 
fodiwl o fewn cynllun gradd mewn 
rhai pynciau penodol (mae rhestr 
lawn ar y wefan neu e-bostia 
ymholiadau@southwales.ac.uk). 
Rydym hefyd yn cynnig rhai modiwlau 
a chyfleoedd o fewn pynciau drwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg – darperir 
cyfleoedd yn y Gyfraith, Gwyddorau’r 
Heddlu, Newyddiaduriaeth a 
Chyfathrebu Graffeg.

I wybod mwy, cer i: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg 

Ysgoloriaethau Cyfrwng 
Cymraeg 
Mae’r Brifysgol yn cynnig ysgoloriaeth 
unigryw i fyfyrwyr sy’n dymuno astudio 
o leiaf un modiwl y flwyddyn trwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg. 

Am wybodaeth pellach, cer i  
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg. 
Mae’r Brifysgol hefyd yn rhan o gynllun 
ysgoloriaethau’r Coleg Cymraeg 
Cenedlaethol. Cer i wefan y Coleg 
Cymraeg i gael gweld pa gyrsiau sy’n 
gymwys ac am wybodaeth pellach 
am y broses ymgeisio: 
www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk 

Mae’r Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol yn 
gweithio mewn partneriaeth â 
phrifysgolion ar draws Cymru i 
ehangu’r cyfleoedd astudio sydd ar 
gael i fyfyrwyr prifysgol. Gelli di wneud 
apwyntiad i gael sgwrs gyda staff am y 
ddarpariaeth sydd ar gael ar dy gwrs di. 

I gael mwy o wybodaeth ac i ymaelodi 
â’r Coleg Cymraeg, cer i: 
www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk

Neuaddau Preswyl,
Campws Trefforest, Pontypridd
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Cyflwyno dy waith yn 
y Gymraeg
Anogir myfyrwyr sydd â diddordeb i 
gyflwyno eu gwaith drwy gyfrwng y 
Gymraeg i siarad â’u tiwtor personol 
neu’r darlithydd i drafod yr opsiynau. 
Yn sgil y drafodaeth hon, bydd y 
Brifysgol yn chwilio am ddarlithydd 
perthnasol a fydd yn medru marcio ac 
asesu dy waith neu’n trefnu cyfieithu 
dy waith i’r Saesneg. Mae’r Brifysgol 
hefyd yn cynnig gwasanaeth 
cefnogaeth astudio trwy gyfrwng y 
Gymraeg.

Tiwtor personol yn dy faes 
sydd yn medru’r Gymraeg
Beth am ehangu dy ddefnydd o’r iaith 
fel rhan o dy astudiaethau drwy wneud 
cais am Diwtor Personol sy’n medru’r 
Gymraeg, lle bo hynny’n ymarferol 
bosibl. Mae siaradwyr Cymraeg ymhlith 
darlithwyr ac uwch ddarlithwyr rhai 

meysydd astudio’r Brifysgol. Mae rhestr 
lawn ar wefan y Brifysgol,  
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg, 
neu e-bostia cymraeg@southwales.
ac.uk. 

Llety penodol ar gyfer 
siaradwyr Cymraeg
Os wyt ti’n siarad Cymraeg, neu’n 
dysgu’r iaith, ac eisiau byw gyda 
siaradwyr Cymraeg eraill yn y 
neuaddau preswyl ym Mhontypridd 
neu Caerdydd, mae’r Brifysgol yn 
cynnig opsiwn i ti wneud hynny. Gelli 
di nodi’r dewis hwn ar dy ffurflen gais 
am lety.

Y Gymdeithas Gymraeg
Mae myfyrwyr y Brifysgol wedi sefydlu 
Cymdeithas Gymraeg er mwyn rhoi 
cyfle i fyfyrwyr Cymraeg gymdeithasu 
gyda’i gilydd. Maen nhw’n trefnu 
gweithgareddau amrywiol iawn. Mae 
mwy o wybodaeth ar:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg

Cynllun Iaith Gymraeg 
y Brifysgol
Mae’r Brifysgol wedi ymrwymo i 
fonitro a chynyddu ei defnydd o’r iaith 
Gymraeg yn unol â’i Chynllun Iaith 
Gymraeg – i ddarllen y Cynllun, cer i 
wefan y Brifysgol: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg

Edrycha am y symbol hwn 
am wybodaeth am gyfleoedd 
cyfrwng Cymraeg y Brifysgol. 

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg

 Roeddwn yn gwybod fy mod 
i eisiau astudio trwy gyfrwng y 
Gymraeg. I mi, mae’n bwysig 
cynnal a gwella fy sgiliau 
siarad ac ysgrifennu yn y ddwy 
iaith. Er fy mod i’n Gymraes 
iaith gyntaf ac wedi gwneud 
Cymraeg lefel-A, mae fy sgiliau 
ysgrifennu a pherfformio yn 
Gymraeg wedi gwella ers dod i’r 
Brifysgol. Dwi’n credu bydd hyn 
yn ddefnyddiol pan fydda i’n 
dechrau chwilio am waith. 

Siân Williams,
BA (Anrh) Theatr a Drama  
(llwybr dwyieithog) 

There are two official languages in Wales – Welsh and English. 
You can see and hear both across the country, from signs in shops 
to students studying through the medium of Welsh here at the 
University.

Bilingualism – it’s a skill
If you speak Welsh and choose to come to the University of South 
Wales, you can study some courses and modules through the 
medium of Welsh. This isn’t just for courses about the Welsh 
language, but in other subject areas like Drama, Music and Business.

The language and you
There is an increasing need for employees who can speak Welsh 
and English, so learning the language could benefit your career 
if you stay in Wales after graduation. You can find some useful 
sayings and the learning opportunities around campus at 
www.southwales.ac.uk/welsh.

Welsh for Adults Centre
One of six Welsh language centres in Wales, there is a Welsh for 
Adults Centre is based at the University. Its goal is to deliver 
high-standard courses with fun, interactive opportunities for learners 
at all levels. Visit www.southwales.ac.uk/welsh for more 
information and to sign up for your Welsh phrase of the day.

WELSH: IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

INSPIRED?
To find out more visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/welsh

meysydd astudio’r Brifysgol. Mae rhestr 
lawn ar wefan y Brifysgol,  
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg, neu 
e-bostia cymraeg@southwales.ac.uk. 
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Choosing a course
Finding the right degree course is a big task. With so many 
courses and subjects on offer, deciding what you want to study 
can be difficult. Here’s some advice on how to choose the course 
and type of study that’s right for you. 

 Science has always 
been my strong point – 
I enjoyed Biology A-level 
experiments and 
research. I chose 
the University 
because of the 
uniqueness of 
the course. The 
enthusiasm of the 
lecturers rubs off 
on you and 
inspires you to 
work hard. 

Liam Gladwish,
BSc (Hons) 
International 
Wildlife Biology

It is important that you find out as 
much as possible about the courses 
that interest you, so you can make an 
informed decision. Before you choose 
which undergraduate course you want 
to study, here are few things to think 
about.

Who?
Think about the kind of person you 
are and what you like doing. What are 
you good at? What have you already 
studied that you enjoyed? What kind of 
work would you like to do eventually?

It’s also important you enjoy what you 
study and how you are taught. Do you 
prefer research with written sources, 
or do you want hands-on experience? 
Course entries tell you about what you 
will learn, as well as how you will study. 
We even indicate the type of jobs you 
might get after you graduate. 

Where?
When you have seen our outstanding 
courses, facilities and graduate 
employment rate, we hope you will 
choose the University of South Wales.

If you want to see our campus  
before you decide, why not come to 
one of our Open Days? Look inside  
the front cover for details, or visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays 
to register online. 

It’s possible to study
some of our courses 
part-time – check each 
course page for details

What?
What degree could you study? We 
have grouped our courses by subject 
areas, so you can browse through 
courses in areas that interest you. 

These subject areas are arranged A -Z. 
If you know exactly which course you 
want to study, just turn to page 238, 
where you can find all our courses 
listed A - Z by name. There are also lists 
of related courses at the start of each 
subject area. So you may start looking 
in one area, but find your ideal 
course elsewhere.

LRC, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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You will see different types of courses 
in this prospectus too, from Foundation 
degrees to multidiscipline degrees. 
Here’s what you need to know about 
each type of course.

Single Honours degrees
Single Honours degrees let you 
concentrate your study on one subject. 
If you know exactly what you want to 
do when you graduate, this could be 
the option for you. Although you study 
one subject in depth, these courses 
still have some flexibility. As well as 
core modules, you can choose from 
a selection of optional modules to 
specialise in areas of interest to you. 

Joint Honours degrees 
If you like two subjects you could 
consider our Joint Honours degrees, 
where you study two subjects equally. 
If you want to keep your career options 
open, Joint Honours is probably the 
best route for you. You can find more 
information on page 38.

Major/Minor Honours degree
If you want to study one subject in 
depth (the Major) but would like to 
strengthen it with a related subject 
(the Minor), then choose a Major/ 
Minor option. For example, you could 
complement a Major study of Law with 
a Minor in Criminology. Turn to page 
38 for more information. 

Combined Honours degree 
Our Combined Honours degree is 
among the most flexible in the UK 
– you can pretty much design your 
own BA or BSc. Staff can help you 
select subjects and modules that will 
transform your aims and interests into 
a programme of study. Turn to page 39 
to find out more. 

If you want advice on what and 
how to study, we have a team  
of professionals who can help  
you make the decision that’s  
right for you. Call us today: 
08455 76 77 78

Need answers? 

 At the end of the day it’s 
the course that matters. Be 
prepared for hard work and to 
be dedicated. My favourite is 
project work and doing visuals 
on a computer. You get ideas 
in your head, then they come 
together and you can show 
them to people. 

Sara Foster,
BA (Hons) Interior Design

YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE
Don’t forget, the information in this prospectus is just the beginning. 
There are lots of ways to find out more about our courses. You can 
look on our website, www.southwales.ac.uk/courses, or check the 
relevant subject pages – you’ll find profiles, pictures and videos, as well 
as what our students have to say.

If you have any queries about the courses that interest you, just give us a 
call. Our friendly, expert advisers will be happy to answer your questions 
and give you the advice you need. They can also send you more details 
about your subject and the opportunities waiting for you here. Our 
number is at the bottom of every page, though students outside the UK 
should call +44 (0)1443 654 450.

If you are excited by what we have to offer, why not come and see us? 
Our Open Days are the best way to find out about your course, by going 
to talks and chatting with lecturers and students. Simply book your place 
online: www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

You can find Key Information  
Sets (KIS) data for each course  
on our website:  
www.southwales.ac.uk/
courses

Key Information Sets
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Design your own degree
If you want to study more than one subject, you can combine 
areas that interest you. For even more flexibility, the Combined 
Studies programme lets you choose modules from a range of 
subjects, so you can design your own degree. 

Major and Minor 
Honours degrees
Major/Minor Honours degrees combine 
two subject areas, with more time 
spent studying one (the Major) than 
the other (the Minor). They usually 
involve four modules in the Major 
subject and two modules in the Minor 
subject, in years two and three.

The two subjects are linked by ‘with’ 
in the title of the award. If the Major 
element of your award is Arts-based 
(eg, Humanities, Social Sciences or 
Business) you will be awarded a 
BA (Hons). If the Major element is a 
Science (eg, Mathematics or Physical 
Geography) you will get a BSc (Hons). 
The final award will read BA (Hons) or 

BSc (Hons) Subject A with Subject B, eg, 
BSc (Hons) Psychology with Education.

Some Major awards have professional 
body accreditation. For example, a 
Major in Law would still qualify you 
for an LLB, and a Major in Psychology 
would give you the Graduate Basis for 
Chartered Membership with the British 
Psychological Society. 

Joint Honours degrees 
On a Joint Honours degree you study 
two subject areas equally, with three 
modules in each subject in years two 
and three. The title of the award will 
contain both subjects linked by ‘and’. 
If both subjects are based in the Arts, 
you will get a BA (Hons). If both parts 

are in the Sciences, you will get a 
BSc (Hons). If you have one of each, 
the Science-based subject will appear 
first and you will graduate with a 
BSc (Hons). The final award will read 
BA (Hons) or BSc (Hons) Subject A 
and Subject B, eg, BA (Hons) English 
and History. 

Check each course entry to see 
if you can study it with other 
subjects. There are popular 
combinations at the start of 
each subject area, or you can 
find a full list of combinations 
on our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
courses

More information

STUDY AREAS THAT MATCH
YOUR CAREER AIMS

Students’ Union, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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If you want advice on what and 
how to study, we have a team of 
professionals who can help you 
make the decision that’s right 
for you. Call us today: 
08455 76 77 78

Contact us

Combined Studies degrees
Our Combined Honours degree 
programme is a more flexible course 
of study – you can choose to study 
between two and five subjects from a 
varied list. 

It is a great choice if you want to study 
different areas that match your career 
aims exactly. As you progress, you can 
drop some subjects to focus on others. 
We give support and guidance to make 
sure your programme of study reflects 
what you want to do. 

The programme is governed by the 
University’s academic regulations, just 
like any other degree. Provided you 
pass enough credits at each level, you 
will receive an Honours degree at the 
end of your course. If you study mostly 
Arts modules, your certificate will read 
BA (Hons) Combined Studies. If you 
study mostly Science modules, you 
will graduate with a BSc (Hons) 
Combined Studies.

Class contact hours and teaching 
methods vary from module to module. 
A typical Arts module may have one 
lecture and one seminar each week. For 
a Science module, you may have to go 
to a lecture, a tutorial and a practical 
session every week. On average, the 
total class contact hours per week 
would be 12-18 hours. 

Assessment varies from module 
to module. Some have formal 
examinations, while others have 
coursework only. Some may involve 
presentations or even performances.

Employers often appreciate that 
students who design their own 
degrees can be more decisive, think 
independently and develop good 
self-management skills.

UCAS code: Y003 
It is very important to specify the 
codes of the subjects you wish to 
study. Contact us on 
08455 76 77 78 for details.

Entry requirements: 
This is dependent on your subject 
combinations, but usually 260 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218). There may be 
specific requirements depending 
on the combination you choose.

Course length: 
• Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years

100% of our final year 
Combined Studies students 
expressed overall satisfaction 
with the quality of their course.

Did you know?

(National Student Survey 2012)

 The flexibility offered on the 
Combined Studies programme 
allowed me to discover where 
my skills lay and tailor my degree 
as my interests developed. I 
received expert support, which, 
coupled with the excellent 
teaching from individual subject 
tutors, made my undergraduate 
experience very enjoyable and 
productive. 

Claire Flay,
BA (Hons) Combined Studies

LRC, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Accounting  
and Finance

Accounting Work Placement: Atradius

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance 41

BA (Hons) Forensic Accounting  42

BA (Hons) International Accounting 43

BSc (Hons) Finance  44

Foundation Degree Finance (Financial Planning)  45

Foundation Degree Insurance  46

 

Related courses

Business courses 58

Financial Mathematics 151

We have over 30 years’ 
experience in delivering 
Accounting and Finance courses. 
Students have consistently 
registered their satisfaction with 
our Accounting courses. In the 
National Student Survey 2012, 
96% of final year students said 
they were satisfied with  
their course. 

Did you know?

We offer Accounting courses at our City campus in 
Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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 My favourite part is probably 
the coursework because it’s really 
challenging. The tutors support 
you to achieve your potential. You 
really are learning something new 
every day. You also get a huge 
number of exemptions, so you 
only have to sit five ACCA exams 
to be Chartered. Plus, my work 
placement year counts towards 
one of the three years’ experience 
I need. I’m definitely really glad I 
came to this university. 

Stephanie Thomas,
BA (Hons) Accounting 
and Finance

UCAS course code: N420 
• Sandwich N421 
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10) 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
(ACCA)

Accounting is also available at 
HND level.

Accounting and Finance

If you don’t want to specialise just yet, 
this is the most general of our 
accountancy degrees. It gives you a 
solid grounding in four main themes: 
financial reporting, management 
accounting, financial management and 
computerised accounting systems. This 
makes it a perfect foundation for many 
different careers in the profession. In 
the first year you will develop a broad 
understanding of the role of the 
accountant in business, before taking 
an in-depth look at the many areas of 
accounting in years two and three.

This course is fully accredited by the 
Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA) – the global body 
for professional accountants. If you 
successfully complete your degree, you 
will gain exemption from 9 of the 14 
papers you need to sit for ACCA 
membership. Not only will you 
graduate with a fantastic degree, you 
will be only five papers away from a 
professional qualification, making you 
especially attractive to employers.

Course content
Your first year studies will include 
financial accounting, management 
accounting, the use of information 
technology and quantitative 
techniques, the accountant in business, 
and finance and business law. Year two 
will further your understanding of 
financial reporting, performance 
management and control, 
computerised accounting systems, 
audit and assurance, corporate finance 
and taxation. 

The final year explores advanced 
aspects of accounting with options to 
study specialist modules, including 
forensic accounting and the theory and 
practice of equity trading, where you 
would make use of our simulation 
trading room. You could also apply for 
a short-term placement (up to three 
months) as part of your final year of 

study (subject to validation). A great 
option if you want a mixture of 
academic and practical learning, 
teaching and assessment.

How you will study
You will learn through a mix of 
lectures, tutorials, workshops, 
e-learning techniques and directed 
self-study. As well as our links with the 
ACCA, you will benefit from regular 
presentations from guest lecturers 
representing many aspects of the 
profession. Throughout your course, 
you will get practical experience of 
the accounting, auditing, and general 
software packages you will use after 
you graduate – another skill for 
your CV.

Most modules are assessed by 
examinations and coursework – helping 
you develop your employability skills 
through the use of IT, preparing written 
reports, and giving presentations. 

You can also choose to study over four 
years, so you can spend a year in the 
workplace gaining practical experience 
and putting what you have learnt into 
practice. Placements are offered with a 
number of organisations, including 
Atradius – one of the world’s largest 
credit insurers; Alcatel-Lucent – a global 
communications industry leader; and 
the Welsh Government. Names like this 
on your CV will help you stand out 
from the crowd.

Career potential
All kinds of financial careers will be 
available to graduates of this course, 
and in a variety of organisations. You 
could also consider specialising in 
management or financial accounting, 
tax-related work or management 
consultancy. Accounting and finance is 
an ideal foundation for senior 
management roles, or even starting 
your own business. 

Accountancy careers offer great salaries, travel opportunities and the 
chance to work your way to the top. 

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance
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UCAS course code: N490 
• Sandwich N491
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
(ACCA)

 Forensic accounting is a very 
good course. I will be in high 
demand, recognised as an 
expert witness in most financial 
disputes, proving or disproving 
issues. Course material is put into 
context with the current business 
market to help students with its 
practical application. 

Maroba Toko,
BA (Hons) Forensic Accounting

Forensic accounting is financial detective work. It combines accounting 
with IT and investigative skills, and forensic accountants often give 
evidence in a court of law. This is a growing area of accounting and all 
larger firms, as well as many medium-sized firms, now have specialist 
forensic accounting departments. 
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This course is fully accredited by the 
Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA), the global body 
for professional accountants. 
Successfully complete this degree and 
you could gain exemption from 9 of 
the 14 papers you need to sit for ACCA 
membership. So not only will you 
graduate with a fantastic degree, but 
you will also be one step closer to a 
professional qualification. 

Alongside teaching from qualified 
accountants with years of industry 
experience, you will also learn from 
forensic computing staff. With access 
to the latest forensic hardware and 
software in their specially configured 
labs, you will benefit from our staff 
who investigate cases for local and 
national police forces, business, and 
government. 

Course content
Your first and second years of study will 
follow the same areas as the BA (Hons) 
Accounting and Finance degree. You 
will then specialise in Forensic 
Accounting in the third year. 

Study in your first year will include 
financial accounting, management 
accounting, the use of information 
technology and quantitative techniques, 
the accountant in business, and finance 
and business law. In year two you will 
further your understanding of financial 
reporting, performance management 
and control, computerised accounting 
systems, audit and assurance, corporate 
finance and taxation.

In the final year, you can specialise 
through forensic accounting topics, 
computer forensics evidentiary practice, 
and cases in auditing. You can also 

choose two options from a range of 
subjects, including advanced financial 
reporting, international issues in 
accounting and audit, global 
governance, and risk and ethics.

How you will study 
Our student-focused approach is a 
great way to engage with the subject, 
tutors and fellow students. You will be 
taught through workshops, seminars 
and innovative e-learning techniques. 
As well as our links with ACCA, you 
will benefit from regular presentations 
from guest lecturers representing many 
aspects of the profession. You will get 
practical experience of the accounting, 
auditing, and general software 
packages you will use after you 
graduate – more skills for your CV.

You can also choose to study over four 
years, where you can spend a year in 
the workplace to gain practical 
experience. You could also apply for a 
short-term placement (up to three 
months) as part of your final year of 
study (subject to validation). A great 
option if you want a mixture of 
academic and practical learning, 
teaching and assessment. 

Career potential
The world needs more forensic 
accountants in all kinds of sectors and 
organisations. Thanks to a shortage of 
people with relevant specialist skills, 
you can expect to be well paid for your 
talents. Forensic accountants work for 
accounting firms, banks, insurance 
companies and law firms. You will also 
possess general accounting skills, so 
you will have the same career 
opportunities as accounting and 
finance graduates. 

BA (Hons) Forensic Accounting
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UCAS course code: N401 
• Sandwich N402
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

 I secured a graduate job with 
KPMG towards the end of my 
work placement. Starting a career 
as an audit trainee with one of 
the ‘Big Four’ companies and 
having my ACCA qualifications 
financed is like a dream come 
true for me! 

Kerily Joakit,
BA (Hons) International 
Accounting

This is a traditional accounting course with an international flavour, which 
could see you working all over the world. The increasing globalisation of 
business means there has never been a better time to study a course like 
this. It will make you a distinctive candidate when you start your career 
after graduation – whether it’s in the UK, Europe or beyond. 

Accounting and Finance
BA (Hons) International Accounting

As well as general accountancy 
knowledge, you will come to 
understand the business world from an 
international perspective, and gain skills 
you can use in many professions. To 
enhance your CV and career prospects, 
you will use accountancy and auditing 
software packages that you will use 
after you graduate, wherever in the 
world you work.

Many students on this course choose to 
spend some time studying at a 
university in Europe, with the added 
opportunity to undertake a short 
internship with a multi-national 
company. We have links with 
institutions in Holland, France, 
Denmark and Germany, where a 
number of courses are delivered 
through the medium of English. This is 
a fantastic opportunity to learn about 
the similarities and differences between 
approaches in the UK and abroad, plus 
it could improve your final year grades. 
As well as UK students wanting to 
work overseas, the course attracts 
students from across the globe, which 
adds an additional international 
dimension to your studies.

Course content
Areas of study in your first year will 
include financial accounting, 
management accounting, the use of 
information technology and 
quantitative techniques, the accountant 
in business, and finance and business 
law. In year two you will further your 
understanding of financial reporting, 
performance management and control, 
computerised accounting systems, 
audit and assurance, corporate finance 
and taxation. 

There are core modules in the final 
year, but you will also choose modules 

with an international or specialist 
accounting flavour, such as 
international issues in accounting and 
audit, global governance, and 
international taxation.

How you will study
You will be taught through workshops, 
seminars, and innovative e-learning 
techniques. Through our student-
focused approach, you will get to 
engage with the subject, your tutors 
and fellow students. After the second 
year, you can choose to undertake a 
period of study at a business school in 
Europe (through the medium of 
English), getting real experience of 
accounting in an international context.

In addition, we will be offering an 
extra-curricular ‘Leadership Academy’ 
to our top performers. Students will be 
invited to apply for this scheme; those 
successful will benefit from additional 
engagement with professionals 
working in the financial and 
professional services industry. They will 
develop further skills in negotiation, 
risk taking, risk management, and 
developing commercial opportunities 
– all very important additional skills to 
reflect the changing nature of the 
finance and accounting professions.

Career potential
Accountancy is a skill that is needed in 
every country in the world, so you will 
have flexibility and diversity in your 
career. You might consider specialising 
in management or financial 
accounting, tax-related work or 
management consultancy. Accounting 
and finance is an ideal foundation for 
senior management roles, or even 
starting your own business. 
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UCAS course code: N302
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Atlantic House, 
Cardiff Campus

The course has a strong mathematical 
flavour and will provide you with 
in-depth knowledge of financial 
decision making, risk management and 
the behaviour of financial markets.

In addition to theory, there will be 
many opportunities to put what you 
learn into practice. You will have access 
to our trading simulation room, for 
example, which is an ideal setting for 
a hands-on introduction to the theory 
and practice of equity trading. The 
University’s Centre for Financial and 
Professional Services also enjoys strong 
links with employers and encourages all 
students to take a work placement to 
gain valuable skills that will boost their 
employability. 

Course content
Year one: Introductory finance 
• Personal financial planning 
• Quantitative skills • Financial 
accounting • Management accounting 
and IT • Law

Year two: Finance • Financial reporting 
• Taxation • Econometrics • Portfolio 
theory • International finance

Year three: Financial management 
• Theory and practice of equity trading 
• Behavioural finance • Finance 
research • Choice of options

How you will study
In addition to self-guided study, 
lectures, seminars, group work and 
exercises, you will benefit from taught 
sessions delivered by professionally 
qualified tutors who are experts in 
their field. 

You will also complete reading and 
assignments such as group projects, 
strategic analysis of organisations, 
deliver presentations, analyse case 
studies, and prepare marketing and 
business plans. We arrange study visits 

to relevant organisations and you are 
encouraged to attend specialist  
guest lectures. You will be assessed 
through written assignments, 
examinations and/or project work.

You can also choose to study over four 
years, so you can spend a year in the 
workplace to gain practical experience 
and put what you have learnt into 
practice. Work placements are offered 
with a number of organisations, 
including Atradius – one of the world’s 
largest credit insurers – and the Welsh 
Government. Names like this on your 
CV will certainly help you stand out 
from the crowd.

You could also apply for a short-term 
placement (up to three months) as part 
of your final year of study (subject to 
validation). A great option if you want 
a mixture of academic and practical 
learning, teaching and assessment.

In addition, we will be offering an 
extra-curricular ‘Leadership Academy’ 
to our top performers. Students will be 
invited to apply for this scheme; those 
successful will benefit from additional 
engagement with professionals 
working in the financial and 
professional services industry. They will 
develop further skills in negotiation, 
risk taking, risk management, and 
developing commercial opportunities 
– important additional skills required in 
the finance and accounting professions.

Career potential
This degree has been developed in 
conjunction with employers, the 
Chartered Insurance Institute (CII), and 
the Chartered Institute for Securities 
and Investment (CISI). As such, 
graduates will be prepared for careers 
in banks, investment management 
and consultancy.

If you aspire to a career in investment, finance or trading, this degree 
will give you the skills and experience to succeed. 
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BSc (Hons) Finance*

*Subject to validation.
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UCAS course code: N300
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
points and/or relevant industrial 
experience (see page 218)

Length: Full-time 2 years

Location: Atlantic House, 
Cardiff Campus

Benefiting from the University’s strong 
links with the Chartered Insurance 
Institute (CII), the Institute of Financial 
Planners (IFP), and some of the 
major high street banks and building 
societies, this course reflects current 
practice in the financial services sector 
and will ensure that you are in a strong 
position to start a career in this field. 
This course is also suitable for those 
already working in financial services 
who would like to enhance their level 
of qualifications. 

You will gain a broad understanding 
of issues in this fast-paced industry. 
The course also covers all aspects of 
personal financial planning such as 
protection, planning for retirement, 
saving and investing, taxation, wills 
and trusts, and professional standards, 
including regulation and the role of 
government.

You will be taught by professionally 
qualified accountants and CII 
qualified professionals with a wealth 
of experience – the CII is the most 
recognised professional organisation 
for the insurance and financial services 
industry.

Course content
You will study core and optional 
modules that will equip you with 
essential skills for work in the financial 
sector. You will undertake two work-
based learning modules – one for 
each year of the course. Opportunities 
include placements with some of 
the major high street banks, building 
societies and independent financial 
planning firms. 

You will be introduced to the main 
concepts of financial systems, planning 
and management to develop your 
awareness of the financial environment 
in relation to business. Your second 

year will give you a thorough 
grounding in key areas of finance, 
financial law and business, which you 
can apply in the workplace.

How you will study
This course is taught through 
lectures, workshops, tutorials, 
computer laboratory-based classes and 
guest lectures from employers. You 
will have access to our fully equipped 
trading simulation room, which is 
the ideal setting for a hands-on 
introduction to the theory and practice 
of equity trading.

Career potential
Through this Foundation Degree you 
will develop your knowledge, skills, 
and understanding of all aspects of 
finance. You will also develop skills 
that are highly valued by employers, 
such as business and customer 
awareness, self-management, problem 
solving, team working, numeracy and 
communication.

This course leads to a variety of 
career options in the finance sector, 
either working for a financial services 
company or becoming self-employed 
as an independent financial planner. 
By graduation, you will have advanced 
knowledge of the global business 
environment and how organisations are 
managed and operate – another great 
boost to your CV.

Wales is one of the fastest growing 
locations for financial services 
investment. In Wales, and specifically 
Cardiff, future investment in the 
growth of financial services is likely to 
attract additional potential employers 
who will need people with the relevant 
skills and qualifications to fill these 
important roles.

If you are interested in a career in one of the fastest growing industries 
in the UK, the Foundation Degree in Finance offers an excellent 
opportunity for you to participate in work-related study. 

Foundation Degree Finance (Financial Planning) 
Accounting and Finance

 This is a fantastic place to 
study as it has it all − from 
excellent, helpful staff to top of 
the range facilities. Each module 
has given me vast knowledge on 
every sector of financial services 
and puts me in a great position to 
pursue a career in this sector. 

Joe Nash, 
Foundation Degree Finance 
(Financial Planning)
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UCAS course code: N322
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
points and/or relevant industrial 
experience (see page 218)

Length: Full-time 2 years 
• Part-time 3 years

Location: Atlantic House, 
Cardiff Campus

From insuring against the breakdown 
of equipment that could lead to a loss 
in profit, to covering a person to travel 
abroad, there is a diverse range of 
insurance products available to 
businesses and individuals that protect 
against risks and help provide greater 
peace of mind.

On this Foundation Degree, you will 
cover all aspects of the sector, from 
selling insurance to handling and 
investigating claims. By graduation, you 
can be confident you have the 
knowledge and skills to succeed in this 
specialist field.

Course content
Year one: 
•  Understanding financial services 

regulation 
• Management of financial information 
• Introduction to insurance products 
• Customer service
•  Work-based learning and reflection 

portfolio 1

Year two: 
•  Law relating to insurance and 

financial services 
•   Marketing insurance products 

and services 
•  Insurance broking and claims 

handling practice 
• Customer sales 
•  Work-based learning and  

reflection portfolio 2

How you will study
Taught by professionally qualified 
accountants and finance professionals 
with a wealth of experience, you will 
learn through a variety of lectures, 
workshops, tutorials, computer 
laboratory-based classes, and guest 
lectures from employers. 

Alongside traditional approaches to 
teaching, you will have the opportunity 
to complete work-based learning 
activities, including short-term work 
placements within the insurance 
industry, during the first and second 
years of study.

You will usually have to complete 
coursework as you progress and  
sit exams at the end of each  
academic year.

Career potential
The course has been developed in 
consultation with employers and the 
Chartered Insurance Institute (CII), the 
leading professional body in the 
financial services market, to ensure that 
our graduates are qualified to meet the 
demands of this industry.

Through this Foundation Degree you 
will develop your knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of all aspects of 
insurance. You will also develop skills 
that are highly valued by employers, 
such as business and customer 
awareness, self-management, problem 
solving, team working, numerical and 
communicative skills.  

In Wales, and specifically Cardiff, future 
investment in the growth of insurance 
services is likely to attract additional 
potential employers who will need 
people with relevant skills and 
qualifications to fulfil roles within 
their organisations.

By the time you graduate, you will have 
an advanced knowledge of the global 
business environment, and how 
organisations are managed and 
operate – another boost to your CV.

The UK insurance industry is one of the largest in the world, supported 
by a thriving market of products that protect individuals and businesses 
against risks.
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Foundation Degree Insurance*

*Subject to validation.
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Anim
ation and Visual Effects

AAnimation and  
Visual Effects

‘Botanical Nightmare’ – Thomas Lucas, BA (Hons) Animation

BA (Hons) Animation 48 

BA (Hons) Computer Animation  49 

BA (Hons) Computer Games Enterprise  50 

BA (Hons) Game Art 51 

BA (Hons) Visual Effects and Motion Graphics  53

Related courses

Art and Design 55 

Graphic Communication 83 

Interior Design 118

TV and Film Set Design 89

Our graduates are employed 
throughout the world with credits 
on the latest blockbuster movies 
and computer games.

Did you know?

We offer Animation and Game Design courses at 
our City campus in Newport too – see page 216 
for details.
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UCAS course code: W615 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend a 20-minute interview with 
portfolio. The portfolio should 
provide evidence of drawing 
ability, problem solving when 
applied to course projects from 
idea to presentation, IT skills, 
written work, 3D ‘real’ models, 
etc. This portfolio should be 
supported by sketchbooks and 
visual diaries, a memory stick of 
digital files, and photographs of 
3D work if too large to bring to 
interview. We recommend that 
applicants prepare by attending 
additional classes in life and 
observational drawing.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

This course is recognised by Creative 
Skillset, the creative industries’ Sector 
Skills Council, and carries the Creative 
Skillset Tick, which indicates courses 
best suited to prepare people for 
a career in the creative industries. 
This official seal of approval means 
we benefit from significant industry 
support that will inform your studies. 
This course is also part of the Skillset 
Media Academy Wales, a partnership 
with Aberystwyth University and Cardiff 
University.

You will have plenty of opportunities 
to gain hands-on experience and will 
study key business areas that will 
help your employment prospects. 
During your second year, there is also 
an opportunity to study abroad by 
applying for a place on our exchange 
programme with one of our partner 
institutions.

Course content
Your first year will concentrate on 
gaining basic animation techniques 
for 2D and stop-motion animation 
through practical exercises. Once you 
have mastered these, you will develop 
advanced skills using traditional and 
digital animation. 

In years two and three, you can 
specialise in the following areas:

• Character animation • Animated 
short film-making • Design for 
animation • Flash animation • Concept 
art • Storyboard art • Background art 
• Character design • Stop-motion 
model/ puppet-maker/ sculptor for 
animation production

How you will study
Your practical work will be 
complemented and enhanced by 
theory modules. A module in visual 
studies will develop your observation 
skills, while film studies will provide a 
context for your practical work, and 
business studies will ensure you have a 
thorough understanding of the industry 
and the marketplace.

Career potential
Many career opportunities exist in 
the animation industry. Our graduates 
have worked on productions such as 
Fantastic Mr Fox, Tim Burton’s The 
Corpse Bride, Wallace and Gromit, 
Chicken Run, Bob the Builder, 
Fireman Sam, and The Cramp Twins, 
at prestigious studios such as Warner 
Bros, a-Productions, Aardman 
Animations, Cosgrove Hall, Hot 
Animation, Calon, Telemagination, 
and HRA Associates. You can see 
some of our students’ work on our 
website.

If you are a creative individual who wants to enter the 2D or stop-motion 
animation industry, this course is an exciting opportunity to get started. 
Our highly successful and well-established BA (Hons) Animation has an 
excellent reputation for producing competent young animation 
professionals. We designed this course to train animators and we now 
offer you the chance to specialise in conceptual design for animation. 
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BA (Hons) Animation 

 I greatly enjoyed my time 
at the University. The tutoring, 
course content and facilities 
at ATRiuM all enabled me to 
produce an award-winning 
graduate film and gain 
employment in the animation 
industry. 

Thomas Lucas, 
BA (Hons) Animation 
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UCAS course code: WW26 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend a 20-minute interview with 
portfolio. The portfolio should 
evidence drawing ability, problem 
solving when applied to course 
projects from idea to presentation, 
IT skills, written work, 3D ‘real’ 
models, etc. This portfolio should 
be supported by sketchbooks and 
visual diaries, a memory stick of 
digital files, and photographs of 
3D work if too large to bring to 
interview. We recommend that 
applicants prepare by attending 
additional classes in life and 
observational drawing.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This course is recognised by Creative 
Skillset, the creative industries’ Sector 
Skills Council, and carries the Creative 
Skillset Tick, which indicates courses 
best suited to prepare people for 
a career in the creative industries. 
This official seal of approval means 
we benefit from significant industry 
support that will inform your studies. 
This course is also part of the Skillset 
Media Academy Wales, a partnership 
with Aberystwyth University and Cardiff 
University. 

To boost your employability, we have 
designed this course with professionals 
in the animation industry. As a result, 
we can provide specialist training for 
budding 3D digital animators and 
artists to prepare them for work in film 
and television animation, commercials 
and VFX industries. During your second 
year, you can study abroad by applying 
for an exchange with one of our 
international partner institutions.

Course content
You will start with an introduction to 
3D computer animation, 3D digital 
art and compositing principles, and 
progress to advanced computer-based 
animation, and 3D digital art and 
compositing.

During years two and three, you can 
specialise in areas such as:

• Character animation • Creature 
animation • Animated short film-
making • 3D features artist • 3D 
environmental artist • 3D visualisation 
artist • 3D visual effects artist • 3D 
pre-vis artist • 3D rigging technician 
and 3D digital lighting artist

How you will study
You will complete practical work using 
industry-standard equipment and 
software, which is given a context 
through taught modules in culture 
and history. We also offer some 
elements of business studies to make 
you more attractive to employers. 
This extra dimension will ensure you 
have a thorough understanding of the 
industry and the marketplace, whether 
in commercials, television broadcast 
animation, special effects or CG 
feature films.

Career potential
Graduates from this course have 
contributed to spectacular TV 
productions, including Dinotopia, 
Walking with Beasts, and Walking with 
Dinosaurs. They have been employed 
at prestigious studios such as Sony 
Pictures Imageworks (USA), Pdi/
Dreamworks (USA), Animal Logic 
(Australia), Core (Canada), Framestore 
CFC (UK), Double Negative (UK), 
Cinesite (UK), and Aardman CG (UK).

They have worked on the impressive 
animated VFX sequences in films such 
as Inception, Iron Man 2, Paul, 2012, 
Sherlock Holmes, The Fast and The 
Furious, The Smurfs, Green Lantern, 
Quantum of Solace, The Soloist, 
Hellboy II: The Golden Army, The Dark 
Knight, The Boy in Striped Pyjamas, 
Watchmen, Tales of Despereaux, 
Hancock, I am Legend, Ghost Rider, 
SpiderMan 3, Monster House, Polar 
Express, Thunderbirds, Minority Report, 
Tomorrow Never Dies, and the Harry 
Potter franchise. 

This is an internationally recognised, award-winning course, where you 
will develop your creative talents and gain the practical technical skills 
for a successful career in computer generated (CG) animation. 

BA (Hons) Computer Animation 
Anim

ation and Visual Effects

 The best thing for me was the 
links with Skillset and the way the 
course allows you to specialise. 
I feel that ultimately these two 
factors helped me get a job. 

Jonny Hall, Junior Animator 
at Framestore, London 



University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

UCAS course code: I620 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
an art or design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

You will experience first-hand the mix 
of creative and technical skills required 
to be a game designer. Throughout the 
course, you will work and learn as part 
of a live game development team, 
designing, developing, producing and 
publishing games for mobile devices, 
consoles, PC and the web. You will 
frequently change roles to develop 
different skills and perspectives in the 
development process.

The Computer Games Enterprise course 
offers a unique learning environment 
where you produce published game 
titles, which can attract large games 
companies. These links can often lead 
to work experience opportunities, 
which will enhance your CV and boost 
your employability.

Course content
Initial focus is on the game 
development cycle. Key study areas 
include the development of 2D game 
play mechanisms, and 3D game 
environment design. Driven by 
storytelling, aesthetics, engine 
overheads and game flow, these will 
underpin the ethos of game design, 
motivated by narrative developing.

Year two places emphasis on the 
high-end technical art skills required in 
the emerging areas of 3D single and 
multiplayer games, with a greater focus 
on game metrics, play, quality 
assurance and testing processes.

During the final year you can specialise 
in an area of your choice, with 
one-to-one tutor support. You will have 
more independence to develop vital 
skills in project management, and  
solve problems in technical and creative 
processes.

How you will study
The course is taught through a 
combination of workshops, 
demonstrations, seminars, lectures, 
individual and group tutorials/critiques, 
while visiting speakers provide an 
industry focus and complement the 
teaching of our experienced tutors. 
Assessment is through regular 
coursework submissions, with 
examinations in some areas.

There are opportunities to work with 
other students on live, interdisciplinary 
projects, to hone your creativity, 
communication skills and workflow. 
This replicates the workplace and you 
will gain essential skills for work in  
the industry.

The course runs an annual games 
design competition, which is an 
important chance to showcase your 
work to internal and external 
audiences. The competition is judged 
by a panel of industry experts and 
prizes are awarded at the end-of-year 
showcase.

Career potential
Due to the unique nature of this 
course, you will have already produced 
a number of published games by the 
time you complete the course. 
Therefore our graduates will already 
have a number of industry links and a 
strong portfolio of work to present to 
potential employers.

This degree will produce creative graduates with specialist skills for 
careers in computer game production. These include game design, asset 
creation and management, 2D/3D modelling and computer games 
production, consumer testing and marketing. This course has a strong 
industry focus, so you will graduate with a detailed knowledge of the 
game design, development and production process. 

BA (Hons) Computer Games Enterprise*A
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UCAS course code: W281 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design related subject 
is required. Applicants will be 
required to attend a 20-minute 
interview with portfolio. The 
portfolio should provide evidence 
of drawing ability, problem solving 
when applied to course projects 
from idea to presentation, IT skills, 
written work, 3D ‘real’ models, 
etc. This portfolio should be 
supported by sketchbooks and 
visual diaries, a memory stick of 
digital files, and photographs of 
3D work if too large to bring to 
interview. We recommend that 
applicants prepare by attending 
additional classes in life and 
observational drawing.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

We have designed this extremely 
successful and commercially oriented 
course with computer games experts. 
This means you will get specialist 
training to become a professional 3D 
games artist, by gaining contemporary 
and evolving game art skills for what is 
a truly innovative industry. 

Computer studios at the ATRiuM 
have industry-specific software that 
will enable you to bring your creative 
ideas to life. Not only will you gain the 
technical skills for a successful games 
career, but you will also develop your 
creativity and the professional skills to 
succeed in this competitive industry. 
You can even consider studying abroad 
at a partner institution as part of our 
exchange programme.

Course content
This course has been designed to 
develop your passion, drive and 
commitment to become a highly 
talented game artist, turning your 
dreams and aspirations into tangible, 
marketable and industry-level game 
artist skills.

The course begins with an introduction 
to core game art skills such as concept 
design, 3D modelling, 2D digital 
painting, and game environment 
development, using the latest game 
engine software. You will gain a 
greater understanding of these core 
skills through the study of comparative 
anatomy, architecture, and a range 
of airborne and land-based vehicle 
concept design workflows. You will 
also work on group projects with 
students from other courses to 
design, develop and publish games 
for PC console and mobile game 
environments.

During the second and third years, you 
can specialise in one or more of the 
following areas: 

• Game character concepts, design 
workflows, 2D/3D modelling and 
sculpting • Game environment 
concepts, design workflows, 2D/3D 
modelling and sculpting • Photorealistic 
2D/3D game asset skills 

How you will study
Your practical work will be 
strengthened by taught modules that 
cover the culture and history of game 
playing, which will give you context 
and background. There are also key 
elements of business studies to ensure 
you have a thorough understanding of 
the industry and the computer games 
marketplace. 

Career potential
Graduates have been employed at 
a range of cutting-edge computer 
game studios such as EA Games, 
Sony (Playstation) Entertainments, 
Crytek, Ninja Theory, Rare Microsoft 
Games Ltd, Rockstar North, Lionhead 
Studios, Blitz Games, Climax, Frontier 
Developments, Traveller’s Tales and 
Kuju Games, to name but a few. 

The gaming industry is fast-paced and ever changing. As new 
technologies develop, gamers’ expectations and the demand for realistic 
and imaginative animation and graphics are getting higher and higher. 
Creative professionals with the right technical skills are needed to create 
the next generation of computer game art and animation. 

BA (Hons) Game Art 
Anim

ation and Visual Effects
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UCAS course code: W280 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
to include a relevant subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This course is part of Skillset 
Media Academy Wales.

We are an Apple Authorised 
Training Centre for Education.

Throughout this course, you will learn 
how to bring your creative ideas to life, 
using the latest digital technologies 
to create motion graphics and visual 
effects. This hands-on approach means 
you will receive specialist training for 
visual effects and motion graphics. Not 
only will you use the latest software, 
but also high-definition cameras, 
studio equipment and green screen 
technology – all at our ATRiuM building 
in Cardiff. This fully prepares you for 
employment in film and broadcast 
graphics, commercials and the VFX 
industries. We also have successful links 
with many local and national design 
and visual effects companies, who can 
give you extra insight into the industry. 

This course is recognised by Creative 
Skillset, Sector Skills Council, and 
carries the Creative Skillset tick for the 
purposes of indicating courses best 
suited to prepare for a career in the 
creative industries.

Course content
Using industry-standard equipment, 
you will gain key skills and techniques 
in digital compositing, cinematography, 
non-linear editing, sound design, 
motion graphics, and 3D computer 
graphics. Projects such as TV and 
film title design, Matte painting, 2D 
and 3D tracking, colour grading, VFX 
compositing and digital filmmaking,  
are all covered.

To prepare you for the realities of 
business, you will gain knowledge 
and skills in areas that will boost your 
employability, such as production, 
copyright, distribution, interview 
techniques, how to prepare a digital 
portfolio, or set up your own business. 

How you will study
For a balance of practice and theory, 
you will gain knowledge of the field 
through specialist lectures, which are 
followed by hands-on sessions. As you 
progress, you will specialise in areas 
of interest to you. By the final year, 
you will possess the skills to generate 
a product from concept through to 
finished piece. There will be visits from 
industry professionals, exhibitions and 
workshops, possibly overseas. You will 
also have the opportunity to participate 
in national and international festivals 
and competitions. These will help you 
develop a showreel of professional, 
broadcast quality work, which you can 
show to potential employers. 

The majority of your assessment (80%) 
is through presentation of practical 
assignments, with remaining elements 
in written or multi-media form. You will 
be expected to “pitch” your project 
ideas and concepts to staff, leading 
VFX professionals and other students, 
in a constructive and supportive 
environment. This will enhance 
your employability by building your 
presentation and professional skills. 

Career potential
The practical elements of this course, 
combined with your creativity, will 
ensure you develop the skills to go 
far in this industry. Graduates of this 
course now work for high-profile 
TV and post-production companies 
throughout the country, including The 
Moving Picture Company, Framestore, 
and Double Negative. Work at these 
companies includes Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows, Inception, 
Captain America, Iron Man 2, and 
The Chronicles of Narnia.

We are exposed to visual effects and motion graphics every day, from 
the latest films in the cinema, to commercials and promos on television. 
In the modern world, visual effects form an integral part of the story 
and style of many film or television productions. A significant amount 
of iconic and award-winning work for worldwide blockbusters is done 
in the UK, from the initial titles of a programme to complex compositing. 

Anim
ation and Visual Effects

BA (Hons) Visual Effects and Motion Graphics 
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 I decided to study here 
because I had contact with other 
artists and through word-of-
mouth; I was led to believe that 
it had the best facilities, the best 
space and the best tutors. And I 
was right. 

Lee Brooks,
BA (Hons) Art Practice

Diploma in Foundation Studies – Art and Design 55 

BA (Hons) Art Practice 57 

Related courses

Animation courses 47

Graphic Communication 83

 There have been so many 
favourite parts of the Foundation 
Art and Design course for me 
– one aspect was the art trip to 
London, then Venice to see the 
Biennale and the works in the 
Arsenale – it was a really inspiring 
experience. 

Allaster Grant,
Diploma in Foundation Studies  
– Art and Design

Carly Wride, BA (Hons) Art Practice
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Art

 I’ve really enjoyed going round 
all the different disciplines and 
seeing how they differ from each 
other, but also how they overlap, 
such as fine art into illustration. 
I’ve also learnt about the different 
techniques and processes  
along the way. 

Ellen Rice,
Diploma in Foundation Studies 
– Art and Design

UCAS course code: Not 
applicable. Applications should 
be made directly to the University 
using the online application form:
www.southwales.ac.uk/apply
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: Three 
GCSEs at grade C or above, 
plus grade C at A-level in an 
art and design-related subject. 
Students without art and design 
qualifications may be considered 
on an individual basis. Interview 
and portfolio required.

Length: Full-time 1 year

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

A Foundation Diploma is the preferred 
route of entry for most degree courses 
in art and design. The course offers a 
range of experience, and an intensity 
and diversity of training that no 
secondary school can offer. The course 
is run from the Treforest campus, and 
although the course is part of the 
further education structure, all students 
have full University status and 
privileges.

This course is an invaluable opportunity 
to study a wide range of art and design 
disciplines, so you can make an 
informed decision about the direction 
you want to take in higher education 
art and design.

Course content
Our progressive programme starts with 
broad ‘taster’ studies and builds to your 
final major project in one of these 
specialist areas:

• 3D design 
• Graphic design
• Photography 
• Illustration
• Animation 
• Fine art
• Fashion and textiles

How you will study
You will be encouraged to develop a 
rich visual language, with emphasis on 
analysis, creativity and experimentation. 
The programme of study also aims to 
develop your critical awareness of the 
contemporary visual world and related 
contexts.

Assessment throughout the course is 
by portfolio. There are formal 
assessments at the end of each stage.

Facilities for Foundation students 
include eight design studios, 
photographic darkrooms and lighting 
studios, a 3D workshop, kiln room, 
plaster room, and printmaking studios.

You will have the opportunity to travel 
overseas on a city visit, and make 
regular trips to museums and galleries. 
The course culminates with an 
end-of-year student exhibition that is 
open to representatives from the art 
and design industries, schools, and the 
public.

Career potential
Students who successfully complete all 
parts of the course will be awarded a 
Diploma Foundation Studies Art and 
Design. While this is a valuable 
qualification in its own right and will 
provide you with excellent employment 
prospects, you can also apply for:

• University of South Wales degrees
•  An HND or BA degree course at an 

alternative university or college
• A teacher training course 

Foundation Art and Design at the University of South Wales is a highly 
popular and exciting year-long course, considered one of the strongest  
art and design courses in the UK. 

Diploma in Foundation Studies – Art and Design 
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 I chose the University because 
it offers such a wide range 
of skills – from ceramics to 
photography, and printmaking 
– it’s diverse and you can pick so 
many things. 

Carly Wride,
BA (Hons) Art Practice

UCAS course code: W990
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Interview and 
portfolio required. A-levels should 
include an art or design-related 
subject.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus,  
Pontypridd

This course is different from many 
other fine art courses because it 
encourages you to explore and 
experiment with many different art 
forms. 

Critical and professional studies will run 
alongside your studio practice, which 
will enable you to project your work 
into contemporary artistic and 
professional contexts. To enhance your 
experience, we organise visits to 
galleries and museums in the UK and 
abroad for every level of the course 
(additional costs apply for trips).

Course content
You will be encouraged to think and 
work across different disciplines, 
experiencing and understanding the 
possibilities and benefits of working 
this way. Art practice begins with a 
range of projects that involve ceramics, 
painting, printmaking, drawing, life 
drawing, 3D mixed media, digital 
image making, and cross-disciplinary 
processes. Your personal practice will 
be informed by studying historical and 
contemporary practices and discourses. 

In year two, you choose a pathway in 
art practice based on either 2D or 3D 
study. You will also have the 
opportunity to engage with a live 
project to gain direct professional 
experience of project management, 
collaborative working, presentation, 
marketing and documentation. 

In the final year, you are expected to 
direct the content, pace and ambition 
of your art practice and theory. There 
is an emphasis on independence and 
self-awareness, which leads to a 
substantial public exhibition of your 
work.

How you will study
You will work in the studio using our 
extensive specialist facilities. From a 
traditional darkroom with digital suites 
to a fully equipped lighting studio and 
3D workshop, studying art here means 
you can work in dedicated studio 
spaces. This allows you to produce a 
high standard of work that you can be 
proud of.

Studio practice is either project-led or 
self-directed. You will have formal 
lectures, workshops, demonstrations, 
tutorials, gallery visits, and talks by 
visiting speakers.

Career potential
Graduates have progressed to careers 
in arts administration, studio practice, 
community arts, public art, gallery 
curation and administration, youth 
projects, postgraduate teacher training, 
and arts in health. Graduation from this 
course can also lead to postgraduate 
study here or elsewhere. 

This degree will develop your creative ability across many different art 
forms. You will have the freedom to engage with a wide range of art 
practices, and historical and critical discourses to develop your own, 
highly individual programme of study. 

BA (Hons) Art Practice 
Art
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BA (Hons) Business Management  59

BA (Hons) Human Resource Management  60

BA (Hons) Logistics and Supply Chain  
Management 61 

 

BA (Hons) Retailing, Marketing and Management 65

Foundation Degree Business Studies 66

HND Business Studies 67 

BA (Hons) Marketing 62

BA (Hons) Advertising 63

BA (Hons) Public Relations and Media  
Communications 64

Related courses

Event Management 113 

Information Technology Management 
for Business (ITMB) 76

Fashion Promotion 117 

Accounting and Finance courses 40

98% of our Business and 
Management graduates are in 
employment or further study 
within six months of graduation.

Did you know?

(Graduation Destination Survey 2011)

We offer Business and Marketing courses at our 
Newport campuses too – see page 216 for details.
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Course content
On this course, you will get a full 
overview of how businesses perform, 
so you will be able to adapt and 
succeed in a competitive graduate jobs 
market. You will study compulsory 
modules, which all students must study, 
and specialist modules, which allow 
you to focus on your chosen  
business area. 

Compulsory modules cover essential 
business topics such as marketing, 
purchasing, logistics and supply chains, 
human resources, enterprise, and 
strategy. Studying these areas will give 
you comprehensive understanding and 
provide you with the necessary acumen 
to move into almost any area of 
business.

In the second and third years, you can 
select specialist modules in areas that 
interest you and match your career 
aims. There are also elements of 
personal development built into the 
course, which will help you learn about 
yourself and discover where your 
strengths lie. By graduation, you will 
be ready for a successful career  
in business.

How you will study
We don’t believe you get the right skills 
for business by just reading about it in 
books. So we offer many opportunities 
to gain practical experience of the 
business world. You will be taught  
by a team of experts, who bring the 
latest developments direct to the 
classroom. This is reinforced with  
guest lectures by professionals from a 
variety of organisations, including 
small, local businesses and large,  
global companies.

You will learn from academic staff who 
have worked in different industries, so 
you gain more than one perspective. 
You will also develop an in-depth 
understanding of how different 
business functions approach problems, 
and how they contribute to a business 
as a whole.

To improve your career prospects 
further, we encourage all students to 
take a year-long, paid work placement 
in business. Placements are an ideal 
way to gain new practical skills and 
experiences that will complement your 
academic learning at the University.

Increasingly, employers are looking for 
graduates who already have relevant 
experience, plus a placement is likely to 
improve your grades when you return 
to University for your final year. We 
have a dedicated Business and 
Employability Team that offers all the 
support you need to find a placement 
that is right for you.

Career potential
This degree is designed to give you the 
tools and the confidence to contribute 
effectively to the management of an 
organisation, or even start your own 
company. With an understanding of 
how different areas of business work 
together, you will graduate in a strong 
position to succeed as a business 
professional. 

The business environment is changing all the time. While you cannot 
predict the future, you can certainly be prepared for it. Organisations 
increasingly need managers with a broad range of skills, who understand 
the many areas of business, and know how to get the most from their 
resources. This degree will give you a well-rounded business education 
to make you a more versatile and employable graduate. 

BA (Hons) Business Management 
BusinessEntry requirements: 280 UCAS 

tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd  

BB
Business
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 I chose the course because 
I was able to do a general first 
year and then choose the topic 
I preferred to take up in the 
second year. I enjoy studying 
business and feel it is important 
in all job roles in the future. 

Laura Davies,
BA (Hons) Business 
Management

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir rhai cyfleoedd cyfrwng 
Cymraeg ar y cwrs hwn. Cer i’n 
wefan neu i dudalen 34 i wybod 
mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide some Welsh-medium 
opportunities as part of this 
course, visit our website or turn 
to page 34 to find out more. 

UCAS course code: N201
UCAS campus code: A
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B BA (Hons) Human Resource Management 

To be effective in HRM, you need 
a clear understanding of your 
organisation’s business objectives and 
who is responsible for them. It’s your 
responsibility to safeguard employee 
relations to keep the workforce happy, 
develop them through training, recruit 
the right people for the job, and use 
employment law to protect workers 
and the organisation. By graduation, 
you will have the right mix of specialist 
and business skills to be an effective 
and successful manager. 

We have an excellent reputation for 
delivering high-quality teaching in this 
field and we have strong links with 
the Chartered Institute of Professional 
Development (CIPD) – the UK’s 
professional HR body. This ensures you 
will learn about the latest knowledge 
and developments in the world of 
HRM.

Course content
Your programme of study will give 
you an all-round understanding of 
business and a specialist knowledge 
of HRM, making you a more versatile 
and employable graduate. There are 
compulsory modules that give you 
essential business knowledge and skills, 
and you will understand how HRM fits 
into the bigger picture. 

You will study specialist HRM topics 
in years two and three, including 
talent management and resourcing, 
leadership and management, employee 
engagement, and people development. 
By graduation, you will be a well-
rounded business professional ready for 
a successful career.

How you will study
You will be taught by a team of 
experts, who bring the latest 
developments straight to the 
classroom. This is reinforced by guest 
lectures, where you will hear directly 
from the field. There are also plenty 
of opportunities to gain practical 
experience, where you can apply 
business theories in the real world.

We strongly recommend that you take 
advantage of our work placement 
scheme. Increasingly, employers are 
looking for graduates who already 
have relevant experience. With a work 
placement on your CV and experiences 
you can talk about in an interview, 
you can stand out from the crowd by 
showing that you already have the skills 
they are looking for. It will improve your 
career prospects and could boost your 
grades when you return to University 
for the final year.

Career potential
HRM graduates are highly attractive 
to the specialist human resources 
profession, or general business 
positions. The ability to lead and get 
the best out of people is vital for the 
modern manager, and this degree will 
prepare you for such a challenging role. 
HRM plays a vital part at every level 
of all organisations – it is a profession 
whose numbers are growing across the 
UK and worldwide, so there are diverse 
career opportunities open to graduates. 

UCAS course code: N602
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus,
Pontypridd 

Accreditation: 
The University has 
been awarded 
Accredited Centre 
status by the CIPD.

Every business, from global companies such as Sony to your high street 
hairdresser, depends on people for its success. A business only succeeds 
if its people are well managed and committed, which is where human 
resource management (HRM) comes in. If you like working with people 
and see staff as an organisation’s most important asset, then HRM could 
be the field for you. 

 I loved the course structure 
with an overview of different 
areas of business in the first year. 
The lecturers are very helpful 
and the opportunity for a work 
placement is fantastic. The course 
has given me confidence in the 
skills I have gained and I can 
apply what I have learnt to the 
workplace. 

Jake Jones, BA (Hons) 
Human Resource Management

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir cyfleoedd 
cyfrwng Cymraeg ar y cwrs hwn. 
Cer i dudalen 34 i wybod mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide Welsh-medium 
opportunities as part of this 
course (see page 34). 
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Business
BBA (Hons) Logistics and Supply Chain 

Management 

This is a growing specialist area that 
is a key part of any business. Supply 
chain managers handle the majority of 
an organisation’s spending and control 
international logistics. On this course, 
you will learn about the economic, 
financial and strategic problems that 
businesses face and how they affect 
commercial activities. 

We have a reputation for high-quality 
logistics and supply chain management 
teaching, and this degree was designed 
in partnership with the sector’s leading 
professional body, the Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and Supply 
(CIPS). CIPS has named us a Centre 
of Excellence, and this degree is fully 
accredited and leads to MCIPS. This 
is one of the few degrees in the UK 
to be fully accredited by the CIPS. So 
when you graduate, you will be well on 
your way to professional recognition 
and membership of the CIPS. This will 
enhance your CV and is essential for 
many jobs in the sector. 

Course content
The structure of this course will give 
you a well-rounded business education. 
To understand how logistics and supply 
chains work within the bigger picture, 
you will study a mixture of compulsory 
and specialist modules. 

Compulsory modules give you essential 
business knowledge and skills, making 
you a more employable candidate 
for graduate positions. You will also 
undertake specialist modules in projects 
and operations management, logistics 
and materials management, strategic 
relationships and e-business, and 
supply chain risk and sustainability. This 
mix of general and specialist modules 
reflects real life – you will learn about 
parts of a business and how they work 
together. 

How you will study
You will be taught by a team of 
recognised experts, who bring the 
latest developments direct to the 
classroom. As well as this latest 
research, you will regularly have input 
from key organisations such as GE 
Aviation, Proxima, and the Welsh 
Government. All of this aims to 
improve your analytical and decision-
making skills using the appropriate 
theories and models.

Teaching is a mix of lectures and 
interactive seminars. Modules are 
assessed by individual and group 
assignments, and examinations. 

We strongly recommend that you 
choose to spend a year on a paid work 
placement as part of the course. This 
valuable experience could improve 
your prospects and even your final 
degree classification, not to mention 
the industry contacts you will gain. 
We even have a dedicated Business 
and Employability Team to help with 
any aspect of work placements. From 
sourcing a company to interview 
guidance, there will be expert help 
every step of the way.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will have 
the knowledge and ability to work in 
many business areas, but particularly 
in supply chain management, 
operations management, purchasing 
and logistics. Managers in these areas 
have responsibility for everything from 
purchasing power to negotiating with 
suppliers and distributors, or controlling 
the international movement of goods. 
Valuable and important elements of 
this course, such as CIPS accreditation 
and work placement opportunities, 
mean you will have the edge when you 
compete for graduate jobs.

UCAS course code: JN92
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply (CIPS)

If you think that supply chains are just about buying, you are missing out 
on so much more. In addition to purchasing, supply chain management 
incorporates operations management, logistics, and has strong links with 
project management. 

 I have gained an in-depth 
and broad understanding of 
business and what it means to 
be an international buyer and 
vendor manager. The University 
has offered me the opportunity 
to further my knowledge through 
an industrial placement. 

Stacey Young,
BA (Hons) Logistics and Supply 
Chain Management

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk



Bu
sin

es
s

62

B BA (Hons) Marketing 

This degree has been approved and 
accredited by the Chartered Institute of 
Marketing (CIM) and meets the entry 
criteria for their Chartered 
Postgraduate Diploma in Marketing. 
This means you will be exempt from a 
number of the examinations needed 
for Membership of the CIM (MCIM), a 
recognised professional qualification 
that will improve your career prospects. 
With more and more marketing jobs 
requiring academic qualifications and 
professional body accreditation, this 
award will put you ahead of the 
competition when you enter the  
job market.

Course content
This course is designed to give you an 
extensive understanding of business 
and marketing through a combination 
of core and specialist modules. Core 
modules give you essential business 
knowledge and skills, and will help you 
understand how marketing fits in to 
the bigger picture. You will study 
specialist marketing modules in years 
two and three, including marketing 
communications, branding, public 
relations and services marketing. 

This marketing degree will give you a 
comprehensive business education 
and you will leave university a more 
versatile and employable graduate. By 
graduation, you will be a well-rounded 
business professional ready to start a 
successful career.

How you will study
The mixture of general and specialist 
modules in your study programme 
reflects life in the real world. You will 
learn how different areas of a business 
operate and how they work together. 

There will be opportunities to get 
practical experience of the business 
world so that alongside developing 
your creative talents, you will gain key 
business skills that are essential for 
today’s marketer.

To improve your career prospects, we 
encourage you to take a year-long 
work placement in business. 
Placements are an ideal way to gain 
practical skills and experiences that will 
complement your academic learning at 
the University. They can even lead to 
funding for your final year or a job 
after graduation.

You will be taught by a team of experts 
who bring the latest developments 
direct to the classroom. There is also 
regular input from major organisations 
through guest lectures and student 
projects, so you can apply business 
theories to address real-life problems. 
Teaching is a mix of lectures and 
interactive seminars. Modules are 
assessed by individual and group 
assignments, and examinations. 

Career potential
By the time you graduate you will have 
a degree and be well on your way to 
becoming a member of the CIM. From 
marketing executives to brand 
managers, our recent graduates have 
attained positions within a variety of 
local, national and international 
organisations. You will also have the 
opportunity to get involved with the 
University’s Marketing Chapter – added 
extras like this will give you an 
advantage at job interviews.

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Chartered Institute 
of Marketing (CIM)

What makes the golden arches of McDonald’s instantly recognisable? 
Why did the iPad become such a global success? What helped turn 
Post-it notes from a failure into an office essential? The simple answer 
is marketing. 

 I couldn’t think of a better 
Business School. I’ve written 
reports, done presentations, 
created research documents and 
set up mini businesses. I’ve seen 
how to apply these skills, not just 
learn about them. 

Lee Williams,
BA (Hons) Marketing

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir rhai cyfleoedd cyfrwng 
Cymraeg ar y cwrs hwn. Cer i’n 
wefan neu i dudalen 34 i wybod 
mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide some Welsh-medium 
opportunities as part of this 
course, visit our website or turn 
to page 34 to find out more. 

UCAS course code: N502
UCAS campus code: A
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Business
BBA (Hons) Advertising*

“I know that half of the money I 
spend on advertising is wasted, the 
trouble is I don’t know which half.” 
This popular saying has an element of 
truth for many businesses who do not 
understand how best to set and 
evaluate strategic goals for their 
advertising expenditure.

This course provides you with the 
opportunity to plan, develop and 
manage advertising campaigns for a 
variety of products, from luxury brands 
and fast-moving consumer goods, to 
public and voluntary sector initiatives.

Course content
In addition to specific modules that 
introduce key marketing and branding 
concepts, you will gain a good 
grounding in a range of business and 
management topics, including 
managing information and managing 
people.

In your second year, you will develop 
your skills and knowledge in 
undertaking research and managing 
financial information, in addition to 
specialist subjects such as 
understanding brands and consumer 
lifestyles, and managing brand equity. 
A specific focus in this year will be to 
develop your skills in marketing 
communications, where you will 
develop an advertising campaign that 
will be mentored and judged by a 
panel of industry experts.

In your final year, the focus will be on 
developing your specialist skills. 
Modules will extend your knowledge of 
advertising and marketing 
communications as they relate to 
different organisations across a range 
of sectors. You will develop your 
understanding of emerging themes in 

21st century marketing theory and 
practice, develop skills in digital media 
marketing, selling and sales 
management, and you will undertake a 
live project.

How you will study
The mixture of general and specialist 
modules on our advertising degree 
reflects life in the real world. You will 
learn what different areas of a business 
do and how they work together. There 
are plenty of opportunities to get 
practical experience, so alongside 
developing your creative talents, you 
will gain business skills that are 
essential for today’s advertising and 
marketing industry.

You will be taught by a team of experts 
who bring the latest developments 
direct to the classroom. There is also 
regular input from major organisations 
through guest lectures and student 
projects, so you can apply business 
theories to address real-life problems. 

Career potential
Experts from the industry will mentor 
and judge advertising campaigns you 
create as part of this course, so you will 
gain valuable experience of how 
competitive industry works. Work 
placement and work-based learning 
will also be available to enhance your 
career prospects.

By the time you graduate, you will have 
the skills and knowledge to succeed in 
the advertising industry as an account 
manager, or managing and developing 
strategic, integrated marketing 
campaigns.

UCAS course code: N561
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Good advertising is essential but difficult to define, and even more 
difficult to evaluate. However, set in the context of a strong brand, 
advertising can make the difference between success and failure 
of businesses and organisations. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Subject to validation.
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B BA (Hons) Public Relations and 
Media Communications*

There are many methods used by PR 
managers to try to shape opinion and 
influence key stakeholders. Increasingly, 
digital and social media platforms like 
Twitter and LinkedIn are revolutionising 
dialogue between organisations and 
their public. Nowadays, you not only 
need to use a variety of traditional 
tools, but must also be able to use viral 
communication tools effectively to plan 
strategically.

You will gain theoretical and practical 
approaches to PR planning, campaign 
execution and evaluation, which 
will encompass traditional and new 
approaches to PR management. 

Course content
In addition to specific modules that 
introduce key marketing and branding 
concepts, and an introduction to event 
management, you will gain a good 
grounding in a wide range of business 
and management topics during 
your first year, including managing 
information and managing people.

In year two, you will enhance your 
skills and knowledge in research and 
event management, as well as specialist 
subjects such as understanding brands 
and consumer lifestyles, and managing 
brand equity. A specific focus will be 
to develop your skills in marketing 
communications, where you will 
develop a communications campaign 
that will be mentored and judged by a 
panel of industry experts.

Your final year will develop your 
specialist skills even further. Modules 
will extend your knowledge of PR and 
media communications as they relate 
to many types of organisations and 
sectors. You will develop your 

understanding of emerging themes 
in 21st century marketing theory and 
practice, gain skills in digital media 
marketing and in marketing public 
relations, and you will undertake a live 
project.

How you will study
The mix of core business and specialist 
PR and media communications 
modules reflects life in the real world. 
You will learn what different areas 
of a business do and how they work 
together.

There are plenty of opportunities to 
get practical experience, so alongside 
developing your creative talents, you 
will gain essential business skills to 
succeed as a PR professional. For 
a taste of how the industry works, 
you will develop a communications 
campaign that will be mentored and 
judged by a panel of industry experts.

You will be taught by a team of 
marketing and PR experts who bring 
the latest developments direct to the 
classroom. There is also regular input 
from major organisations through 
guest lectures and student projects, 
so you can apply business theories to 
address real-life problems.

Career potential
This course will provide you with 
theoretical and practical approaches 
to PR planning, campaign execution 
and evaluation, including traditional 
and new approaches to public relations 
management. You will also understand 
vital issues of corporate reputation 
management and crisis management, 
which are essential to the PR 
manager’s role.

UCAS course code: PP23
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years  
• Part-time 6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Public relations (PR) is much more than writing press releases and 
hosting events. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

*Subject to validation.
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Business
BBA (Hons) Retailing, Marketing 

and Management*

This degree responds to these 
challenges by producing high-
calibre graduates with an in-depth 
understanding of the rapidly changing 
world of retailing. 

Course content
In addition to specific modules 
introducing key marketing and 
branding concepts, you will gain a 
good grounding in a wide range of 
business and management topics, 
including managing information and 
managing people.

In year two, you will develop your skills 
and knowledge in undertaking research 
and managing financial information, 
as well as specialist subjects such as 
understanding brands and consumer 
lifestyles, and managing brand equity. 
A focus in this year will be to develop 
your skills in retailing and marketing 
management. Your studies will include 
an understanding of services and 
retail marketing, and management of 
the retail supply chain, in addition to 
designing a promotional campaign 
that will be mentored and judged by a 
panel of industry experts.

In the final year, you will develop 
your specialist skills even further. 
Modules will extend your knowledge 
of leadership and managing people, 
developing strategic relationships, 
and e-business. You will develop your 
understanding of emerging themes 
in 21st century marketing theory and 
practice, develop skills in digital media 
marketing, selling, sales management, 
and customer relationship 
management (CRM).

How you will study
The mixture of general and specialist 
modules on this degree reflects life 
in the real world. You will learn what 
different areas of a business do and 
how they work together. There are 
plenty of opportunities to get practical 
experience of the business world, so 
alongside developing your creative 
talents, you will gain key business  
skills that are essential for today’s  
retail marketer.

You will be taught by a team of experts 
who bring the latest developments 
direct to the classroom. Top retailers 
and members of professional bodies 
will give guest lectures and provide 
opportunities for live projects, work-
based learning and work placements, 
so you can apply business theories to 
address real-life retail problems. 

You will usually have to complete 
coursework as you progress, and 
normally sit exams at the end of  
each academic year.

Career potential
This course will equip you with the 
right skills and prepare you for a  
variety of graduate career opportunities 
in retailing, marketing, or retail 
management.

UCAS course code: PP23
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4 years  
• Sandwich 6 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Traditional approaches to retailing are gradually being overshadowed 
by online sales and more innovative ways of reaching a customer, like 
‘pop-up stores’ or ‘meanwhile use’ spaces. These are challenging times 
for retail, and the industry needs professionals with a strategic 
perspective and creative ideas. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Subject to validation.
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B Foundation Degree Business Studies 

On this course, you will study all 
aspects of business through learning 
that is related to your workplace.  
On completion of your Foundation 
Degree, you can progress to study at 
Honours level.

Course content
This vocational course integrates key 
aspects of business in the workplace. 
During the first year, you will study 
modules that provide a well-rounded 
knowledge base, giving you the 
confidence to work as a professional 
within any organisation. The range of 
subjects you will study includes the 
business environment, accounting, 
human resource management, and 
marketing. In addition to this, you will 
take two modules that develop the 
skills, competencies and behaviour 
needed in the workplace.

Your second year will combine practical 
experience with business theory to 
develop an in-depth understanding of 
business operations, and learn how 
different areas of a business work 
together effectively. 

You will undertake a work-based 
learning module where you will put the 
theory you have learned during your 
first year into practice. You have the 
chance to refine and develop your key 
skills in areas such as critical thinking, 
reflection and other management 
behaviours. 

How you will study
The majority of your learning will rely 
on interactive seminars, supported by 
online study materials and some 
traditional lectures. You will use the 
latest real-life data and case studies to 
help you learn, making your studies as 
relevant as possible to what you will 
experience in the workplace. 
Work-based learning modules enable 
you to demonstrate how your new 
skills and knowledge are relevant to  
your workplace.

Career potential
By combining work-based learning with 
theory, a Foundation Degree is ideal for 
those who wish to work and study. We 
have a proven record of developing 
graduates who are ready to progress 
and succeed in the world of work. 

Even though your Foundation Degree 
gives you a recognised qualification, 
you can continue your studies and ‘top 
up’ to a range of business degrees with 
one or two years of extra study at the 
University. 

UCAS course code: N102
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218)

Length: Full-time 2 years 
• Part-time 3 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

To read the most up to date 
information about our Business 
Foundation Degrees, visit our 
website. 

Foundation Degrees combine work-based learning and practical work 
experience with a university-level understanding of theory. This 
Foundation Degree in Business Studies is a higher education qualification 
strongly linked to the requirements of employers and the workplace. 
Study is flexible and balanced with the demands of your job, plus many 
assessments are based on learning in the workplace. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 
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BHND Business Studies 

Key transferable skills you will develop 
include strategic thinking, problem 
solving, managing tasks, and applying 
design and creativity. Our mix of theory 
and practice enables you to apply 
what you have learned to real world 
situations, enhancing your employment 
prospects. 

Work experience is a vital part of your 
CV, because the experiences you have 
are unique and this is your chance to 
stand out from the crowd. On this 
course you will work closely with 
businesses and organisations, learn 
about how they operate, and be able 
to reflect on their practices. This will 
also offer opportunities to start building 
a network of contacts that could prove 
beneficial later in your career. These 
experiences and achievements will look 
impressive on your CV, making you a 
more attractive candidate to employers. 

Studying an HND differs from a 
Foundation Degree because it does 
not include a work-based learning 
module. This means that you don’t 
need to undertake a work placement, 
work experience, or be in employment 
to study this course. Course content 
is driven towards improving your 
employment prospects after 
graduation.

Course content
This is a vocational course that explores 
all aspects of business and the business 
environment. During the first year, you 
will study key modules that provide a 
well-rounded knowledge base, giving 
you the confidence to succeed in any 
organisation. Modules include areas 
such as marketing, human resource 
management, accounting 

and economics. In addition, you will 
undertake skills and competency-
based modules for your personal 
development.

During your second year, you will 
continue to explore how a business 
functions and learn how different areas 
of a business work together effectively. 
You will also undertake a live project, 
where you can apply the skills you have 
gained in your first year to a real-time 
business problem.

How you will study
There are some traditional lectures, but 
the majority of your learning will rely 
on interactive seminars, supported by 
online study materials. You will use the 
latest real-life data and case studies to 
help you learn, making your studies as 
relevant as possible to the workplace.

Career potential
Your study doesn’t have to end when 
you successfully achieve your HND 
qualification – many of our students 
decide to ‘top up’ to a BA (Hons) 
Business Studies or International 
Business degree by completing an 
additional year of study, or study 
a specialist degree in accounting, 
finance, human resource management, 
or marketing.

If you decide this isn’t the right path 
for you, you can venture into the world 
of work. We have a proven record of 
developing graduates who are ready 
to succeed and this course will prepare 
you for a variety of professions. Your 
HND will be valid for five years after 
completion, meaning you could come 
back to top-up your HND to one of the 
Honours degrees above.

UCAS course code: 091N
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218)

Length: Full-time 2 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

In a rapidly changing business environment, employers are looking for 
people who have their finger on the pulse and can easily find solutions to 
an array of problems. This industry-led course provides you with the tools 
to achieve this, and will give you the knowledge to manage a successful 
business or organisation. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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Computer Forensics Laboratory, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

BSc (Hons) Computing 69 

BSc (Hons) Computer Forensics 70 

BSc (Hons)/MComp Computer Games Development 71 

BSc (Hons)/MComp Computer Science 72 

BSc (Hons)/MComp Computer Security 74 

BSc (Hons) Information Communication Technology 75 

BSc (Hons) Information Technology Management  
for Business (ITMB) 76 

BSc (Hons) Software Engineering  77

Related courses

Computing Mathematics 149

 

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)

94% of our Computing students 
are in employment or further 
study within six months of 
graduation. 

Did you know?

(Graduation Destination Survey 2011)



69

C

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

UCAS course code: G401 
• Sandwich I103
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years (Study  
abroad option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd 

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

This course is available at HND 
level. If you already have a 
Computing HND, you can top 
up to a BSc (Hons) in two years. 
Please contact the University  
for details.

We developed this course with input 
from employers, existing students and 
professional bodies. This means that 
what you learn is relevant to what you 
will do when you graduate, plus your 
skills will meet the standards that 
employers expect. 

We have a range of high-specification 
computer labs and an ongoing 
investment programme to ensure our 
facilities stay at the cutting-edge of 
computing development. This degree is 
accredited by the British Computer 
Society and gives full exemption from 
their examination requirements.

We strongly recommend you spend up 
to a year working in industry in the UK 
or abroad as part of your course. You 
will get to use your skills in the 
workplace and improve your 
employability, plus what you learn there 
can help with your final-year studies. 
Placements could even lead to 
employment opportunities with your 
company. Recent placements include 
E-Infinity, IBM, Fujitsu, Yuasa Batteries, 
GCHQ, Qinetieq, the Welsh 
Government, and L’Oréal UK.

Course content
• Computer programming • Computer 
systems and network technologies 
• Web application development 
• Information engineering 
• Mathematics and statistics for 
computing • Professional and business 
skills • Team project • Software 
development • Operating systems 
• Web application technology 
• Individual project • Advanced legal, 
social, ethical and professional issues 
• A wide range of optional modules

How you will study
You will have around 16 hours of 
lectures, tutorials and practical sessions 
every week. You also need to spend 
four hours per week, per module, on 
your coursework, general reading and 
other preparation. 

As part of your studies, we strongly 
recommend that you spend up to a 
year on a work placement in industry in 
the UK or abroad. This means you can 
gain new skills, boost your career 
prospects and your grades, and it can 
often lead to job opportunities with 
your placement employer.

Career potential
Computers are fundamental to many 
different industries, so you can apply 
your skills in many fields. Computer 
programmers and engineers mainly 
work for large computer companies. 
Microsoft, IBM, Intel, and Hewlett-
Packard all rely on a highly skilled army 
of computing staff to produce and 
maintain their technology. 

Even within these companies, you can 
work in a broad variety of areas and in 
a number of jobs. Product development 
entails designing, building and testing 
the latest products, so skills in software 
programming and design are vital. 
Another important area is technology 
consulting and customer support – 
helping companies help their 
customers, and building computer 
systems based on a company’s products 
and services. 

This course covers the whole field of professional computing. It has a 
strong practical element and a range of areas where you can specialise 
and develop expertise. As the course progresses, there is a wide choice 
of modules on offer.  

Com
puting

BSc (Hons) Computing 

Our Computing courses are 
strongly influenced by a thriving 
research culture. This helps ensure 
our students have access to 
first-class teaching facilities and 
recognised experts. 

Did you know?
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C BSc (Hons) Computer Forensics 

By graduation, you will be able to 
manage a forensic case and perform 
detailed technical analysis of computer-
based evidence. You will study the 
computer forensic process, tools 
and procedures, computer forensic 
and digital evidence, criminology, 
cryptography, information security, and 
computer crime.

We have a state-of-the-art teaching 
facility that will give you practical 
experience of the latest software and 
hardware. We also have excellent 
relationships with industry, so students 
have had work placements in the 
Financial Services Authority (FSA), 
GCHQ, and international banks, 
among others. We also have strong 
links with security agencies and local 
police forces.

We strongly recommend you spend 
up to a year working in industry in 
the UK or abroad, as part of your 
course. You will get to use your skills 
in the workplace and improve your 
employability, plus what you learn there 
can help with your final-year studies. 

Course content is informed by our 
consultancy and research work. We 
have handled cases for police forces 
and government. You may have the 
opportunity to achieve Access Data 
Certified Examiner status as part of 
your studies, which is an industry-
recognised qualification. This degree 
is accredited by the British Computer 
Society and gives full exemption from 
their examination requirements.

Course content
• Professional computer forensics and 
security • Information engineering 
• Computer systems and network 
technologies • Web application 
development • Computer programming 
• Mathematics for computing • Team 
project • Forensics and digital evidence 
• Operating systems • Cryptography 
and information assurance • Software 
development • Computer systems 
security • Individual project • Advanced 
legal, social, ethical and professional 
issues • Computers and the law 
• Advanced digital investigation 
techniques • Advanced digital evidence 
sources • A wide range of optional 
modules

How you will study
You will have 16 hours of lectures, 
tutorials and practical sessions each 
week. You will also spend four hours 
per week, per module, on coursework, 
general reading and preparation. 
Assessment includes examinations, 
coursework and problem-based 
exercises using real-life scenarios. 

In your second year, you will receive 
training in courtroom skills and giving 
evidence from Bond Solon legal 
training consultancy. You will also 
learn how to collect, write and present 
evidence under cross-examination in 
our mock courtroom on campus.

Career potential
Employment prospects are excellent. 
Jobs are often available in law 
enforcement agencies, military and 
government intelligence agencies, 
private security and consulting 
companies – and the rise in demand is 
set to continue.

UCAS course code: GG4M 
• Sandwich GGK5
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

An HND course is also available in 
Computer Forensics and Security. 
If you already have a relevant 
HND, you can top up to a BSc 
(Hons) in two years. Please contact 
the University for details.

Data stored on digital devices reveals what we do and where we have 
been. Authorities use this to identify and convict people who break the 
law. They need skilled professionals who can gather and interpret digital 
data, and this practical course produces such professionals. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

We are one of only two 
universities approved by MI5 
for graduate recruitment in 
Computer Forensics. 

Did you know?



71

Com
puting

CBSc (Hons) / MComp Computer Games 
Development 

Your studies will prepare you for a 
career in software engineering, with 
expertise in programming for computer 
games. So, rather than playing games, 
you will discover how to create them. 
You will learn essential skills, such as 
coding from a brief, team working and 
understanding computer hardware. 

You will get to improve on your 
favourite games, and design and build 
your own. We have recently installed 
new facilities, including a lab with 
Microsoft Xbox 360s, surround sound 
40 inch LCD TVs, and cutting-edge 
gaming PCs, so you can develop games 
and test them out on the big screen. 
You can also join a Computer Games 
Society and enjoy related activities with 
your peers.

The MComp degree offers an 
opportunity to study to Masters level as 
part of an undergraduate programme 
of study. Designed for the most able 
students, it is a four-year course that 
allows stronger students to distinguish 
themselves with further skills.

This degree is accredited by the British 
Computer Society and gives full 
exemption from their examination 
requirements.

Course content
• C++ programming • Game object 
scripting • Professional games 
development • Computer systems and 
network technology • Information 
engineering • Computer graphics 
• Data structures and algorithms 
• Games development workshop 
• Modelling of shape, space and 

movement • Computer graphics 
• Computer systems and network 
technologies • Team project 
• Operating systems • Individual project 
• Concurrent and parallel programming 
• Modern applications of artificial 
intelligence • Real-time rendering 
techniques

How you will study
You will spend 16 hours each week in 
lectures, tutorials and practical sessions. 
You will also need to spend four hours 
per week, per module, on coursework, 
general reading, and other preparation. 

We strongly recommend you choose to 
take up to a year working in industry at 
one of a variety of organisations in the 
UK or abroad. Not only will this 
improve your CV, your employability 
and your grades, but it can often lead 
to career opportunities with your 
placement employer.

Career potential
The development of mobile devices has 
opened up new possibilities for careers 
in computer game development, 
alongside existing console and desktop 
platforms. These markets provide 
excellent opportunities for growth in 
the games development industry, so 
if you have the right skills and the right 
experience, there are more employment 
prospects than ever before. There is a 
demand from industry and commerce 
for highly trained and motivated 
software developers and this course 
provides the training required to 
succeed.

UCAS course code: GG46 
• Sandwich GGK6
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BSc (Hons): Full-time 3 
years, Sandwich 4 years (Study 
abroad option also available) 
• MComp: Full-time 4 years, 
Sandwich 5 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

This course is also available at 
HND level. If you already have a 
Computer Games Development 
HND, you can top up to a BSc 
(Hons) in two years. Please contact 
the University for details.

On this exciting course, you can turn your love of gaming into your 
dream career. The computer games industry is a rapidly expanding area 
that offers many opportunities. 

 If given the chance I would do 
the course again. The staff helped 
me produce better and better 
work, until I graduated with 
first-class Honours. I enjoyed my 
time so much during my studies. 
I will be staying for another three 
years to do a PhD. 

Jack Betts,
BSc (Hons) Computer Games 
Development

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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C BSc (Hons) / MComp Computer Science 

Computer scientists find effective 
ways to solve computing problems. 
For example, computer scientists 
develop the best possible ways to store 
information in databases, send data 
over networks, and display complex 
images. They may take on challenging 
programming jobs, or devise new ways 
to use computers. Now, computer 
science researchers are working 
with scientists from other fields, for 
everything from analysing economic 
trends to helping decipher the secrets 
of our DNA. 

The MComp degree offers an 
opportunity to study to Masters level as 
part of an undergraduate programme 
of study. Designed for the most able 
students, it is a four-year postgraduate 
award that allows stronger students to 
distinguish themselves with advanced 
professional and technical skills.

This degree is accredited by the British 
Computer Society and gives full 
exemption from their examination 
requirements. 

Course content
• Information engineering • C++ 
programming • Computer systems 
and network technologies • Web 
application development 
• Mathematics • Professional skills 
• Team project • Project management 
and professional practice • Data 
structures and algorithms • Operating 
systems • Individual project • A wide 
range of optional modules

How you will study
You will have around 16 hours of 
teaching in lectures, tutorials and 
practical sessions every week. You also 
need to spend four hours per week, 
per module on your coursework, 
general reading and other preparation. 

We strongly recommend you spend 
up to a year working in industry as 
part of your studies, either in the UK 
or abroad. This means you can gain 
new skills, boost your career prospects 
and your grades, plus it could lead to 
job opportunities with your placement 
employer.

Career potential
Computers are fundamental to many 
different industries, so you can apply 
your skills in many fields. Computer 
scientists mainly work for large 
computer companies. 

Microsoft, IBM, Intel, and Hewlett-
Packard all rely on an army of computer 
scientists to produce and maintain 
their technology. Even within these 
companies, you can work in a variety of 
areas and in a number of jobs. Product 
development entails designing, building 
and testing the latest products, so skills 
in software programming and design 
are vital.

UCAS course code: G40C 
• Sandwich I101
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BSc (Hons): Full-time 3 
years, Sandwich 4 years (Study 
abroad option also available) 
• MComp: Full-time 4 years, 
Sandwich 5 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Locations: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd; City Campus, 
Newport (BSc (Hons) only)

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

Computer science spans a wide field, from its theoretical and algorithmic 
foundations to cutting-edge developments in computer graphics, 
intelligent systems and other exciting areas. On this course, you will 
develop the knowledge and expertise to create industrial-strength 
software applications, using up-to-the-minute commercial practices. 

 Studying here has been 
fantastic! The wide range of 
topics attracted me and will 
help me progress in the real 
world. Tutors give you the tools 
to do it yourself and the course 
has definitely been set up for 
employability. 

Ryan Lloyd, 
BSc (Hons) Computer Science

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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Computer Forensics Laboratory, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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C BSc (Hons) / MComp Computer Security 

This course has a practical emphasis to 
prepare you for a career in the specialist 
field of computer security. You will 
understand how modern computer 
systems are designed and secured, and 
learn how to protect computer systems 
against all types of attacks. Your studies 
will also cover effective computer 
systems’ management, administration, 
and completing an effective IT health 
check through the application of 
technology, current standards, relevant 
legislation, security measures, and 
professional issues.

The MComp degree is an opportunity 
to gain a Masters qualification as part 
of an undergraduate programme of 
study. This allows stronger students 
to distinguish themselves with further 
skills.

The University is recognised as a 
Centre of Excellence for information 
security and computer forensics by the 
Association of Chief Police Officers 
(ACPO). We are also one of a select 
band of universities from which 
MI5 selects graduates. The course is 
accredited by the British Computer 
Society and gives full exemption from 
their examination requirements.

Course content
• Professional computer forensics and 
security • Information engineering 
• Computer systems and network 
technologies • Web application 
development • C++ • Mathematics 
• Team project (penetration testing) 
• Project management and professional 
practice • Operating systems 
• Cryptography and information 
assurance • Computer systems security 

• Individual project • Computers 
and the law • Systems security and 
administration • Ethical hacking 
• A range of optional modules

How you will study
Your study will involve 16 hours of 
lectures, tutorials and practical sessions 
each week. You also need to spend an 
extra four hours per week, per module, 
on coursework, general reading and 
other preparation. 

We strongly recommend you spend 
up to a year working in industry in the 
UK or abroad. You will get to use your 
skills in the workplace and improve 
your employability, plus what you learn 
there can help with your final-year 
studies. Placements could even lead to 
employment opportunities with your 
company – recent placements include 
IBM, Fujitsu, GCHQ, QinetiQ, and the 
Welsh Government.

Career potential
This course will prepare you for a 
career in computer system security, 
where you may plan, co-ordinate and 
implement a company’s information 
security. You may have to educate 
users about computer security, install 
security software, monitor the network 
for security breaches, respond to cyber 
attack and, in some cases, gather data 
and evidence to be used in prosecuting 
cyber crime. The responsibilities of 
computer security specialists have 
increased in recent years, as there has 
been a large increase in the number of 
cyber attacks on data and networks.

UCAS course code: G590 
• Sandwich G592
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BSc (Hons): Full-time 3 
years, Sandwich 4 years (Study 
abroad option also available) 
• MComp: Full-time 4 years, 
Sandwich 5 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

An HND course is also available in 
Computer Forensics and Security. 
If you already have a relevant 
HND, you can top up to a BSc 
(Hons) in two years. Please contact 
the University for details.

The security of computer systems is vital. With more and more of our 
details collected and held by companies and government, preventing 
unauthorised access to these systems is an important role in society, 
while attempts to breach these security systems are becoming more 
sophisticated every year. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

We have established employment 
links with the Financial Services 
Authority (FSA), the Office for 
National Statistics, and various 
law-enforcement agencies. 

Did you know?
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CBSc (Hons) Information Communication 
Technology 

This practical course covers the 
development and use of ICT systems in 
business and industry. We have a full 
range of high-specification computer 
labs and an ongoing investment 
programme to ensure that our facilities 
stay at the forefront of computing 
developments. 

You will focus on how to apply 
practical, computer-based skills to an 
organisation’s technical requirements. 
The course includes some elements 
of computer programming and gives 
you additional skills for a career in 
technical and end-user support, or ICT 
application development.

As part of the course, you can spend 
up to a year working in industry in the 
UK or abroad. We strongly recommend 
you take advantage of this opportunity. 
Your placement year will give you 
valuable industrial knowledge and will 
look great on your CV. Plus, it could 
help your final-year grades and lead to 
employment opportunities with your 
placement company.

Course content
• Business applications • Computer 
systems and network technologies 
• Information engineering • Internet 
application development • Problem 
solving for computing • Professional 
and business skills • Web application 
development • Project management 
and professional IT service 
management • Operating systems 
• Advanced computer networking 
• Database development • Strategic IS 
management • Advanced databases 
and modelling 

Career potential
As the use of ICT in business is 
ever-growing, there are excellent 
opportunities for students with 
appropriate qualifications and skills 
in ICT. Graduates from this degree 
will have the skills to start careers in 
network or service management,  
as well as a range of technical  
support roles. 

UCAS course code: G500 
• Sandwich
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is also available at 
HND level. If you already have an 
HND in ICT, you can top up to a 
BSc (Hons) in two years. Please 
contact the University for details.

Information communication technology (ICT) professionals have a crucial 
and challenging part to play in designing effective computer systems 
that can meet increasing user demands. As more and more services are 
delivered online, the ICT systems behind them must be reliable, secure 
and add value to the business. 

 ICT is a broad course 
that covers aspects such as 
multimedia, business and some 
elements of programming. This 
course helps you to understand 
the wider impact technology 
has at a business level, and as 
a whole in the economy. You 
will experience a comprehensive 
university experience and lifestyle, 
while achieving a well-respected 
and internationally recognised 
qualification. 

Rebecca Davies,
BSc (Hons) Information 
Communication Technology

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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C BSc (Hons) Information Technology Management 
for Business (ITMB)

As part of your studies, you can attend 
‘guru lectures’ from high-profile 
industrialists, work on real business 
problems and visit companies to meet 
their employees – all of which will 
provide a real insight into professional 
life. We have also established 
placement opportunities with Cisco 
Systems and the Financial Services 
Authority, and you can link up with 
ITMB students from other universities 
to give you access to an exclusive 
network.

This degree is the only ITMB Honours 
degree in Wales that is endorsed by 
e-Skills UK, which works on behalf of 
employers to ensure the UK’s 
technological workforce has the right 
skills. The course is supported by a 
partnership of leading industry 
employers, including British Airways, 
the BBC, BT, Computer Associates, the 
Cabinet Office, Cisco, Deloitte, Ford, 
Fujitsu, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, ITV, 
LogicaCMG, The Met Office, Morgan 
Stanley, Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Sainsbury’s, Symantec, and Unilever. As 
an ITMB student here, you will get 
direct access to such employers and all 
the benefits this can bring.

Course content
• Entrepreneurial skills • Computer 
programming • Computer systems and 
network technologies • Information 
engineering • Understanding and 
managing people • Professional and 
business skills • Team project • Project 
management and professional practice 
• Software development • Business 
financial information • IT service 
management • Databases 

• Individual project • Advanced legal, 
social, ethical and professional issues 
• IS management • Human resource 
management • A range of optional 
modules

How you will study
You will have 16 hours teaching per 
week in lectures, tutorials and practical 
sessions. You will also spend four hours 
per week, per module, on coursework, 
general reading and other preparation. 
Assessment includes examinations, 
coursework, and problem-based 
exercises taught using real-life 
scenarios. You will spend up to a year 
working in industry at one of a variety 
of organisations in the UK or abroad. 
This experience can improve your 
employability and your academic 
grades, plus it could even lead to 
opportunities with your placement 
employer.

Career potential
With a solid mix of theory and practice, 
this course will prepare you for a 
dynamic career in business or IT. You 
will have knowledge of the technical 
and commercial aspects of modern 
business, so a host of professional 
opportunities will be available to you 
on graduation. You will be well placed 
to take on roles in IT, business 
management or consultancy, in the 
public or private sectors. 

UCAS course code: G499
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels must 
include a relevant subject such as 
Computing or Business Studies.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Sandwich 4 years (Study 
abroad option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is endorsed by: 

Developed in conjunction with over 60 employers from different sectors 
of the UK economy, this course is designed to prepare you for a successful 
career in the IT and business environment. Your studies will be a blend of 
business and IT, and you will work directly with the industry leaders who 
support the course. Graduates will be ready for roles in IT management, 
business strategy and planning, system design and IT consultancy.

 We will always need pure 
computer science graduates in 
our development areas. However, 
if you consider the broader 
aspect of the business, you need 
a broader set of skills, especially 
in customer-facing areas of the 
organisation. So while IT skills 
are important, and always will be 
important, the business skills are 
also critical. 

Colin Bannister, 
CA Technologies’ CTO and 
e-skills’ advocate

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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CBSc (Hons) Software Engineering 

Your studies will cover this major area 
of professional computing, paying 
particular attention to the design, 
production and maintenance of 
computer software. This course has a 
strong practical emphasis and uses 
current software engineering 
techniques and tools, so you will have a 
solid grounding for a successful career 
in software application developments. 

This course is accredited by the British 
Computer Society and gives full 
exemption from their examination 
requirements. 

We strongly recommend you spend up 
to a year working in industry in the UK 
or abroad as part of your course. You 
will get to use your skills in the 
workplace and improve your 
employability, plus what you learn there 
can help with your final year studies. 
Placements could even lead to 
employment opportunities with your 
company – recent placements include, 
IBM, Fujitsu, Yuasa Batteries, GCHQ, 
QinetiQ, GE Aviation, the Welsh 
Government, and L’Oréal UK.

Course content
• C++ programming • Computer 
systems and network technologies 
• Web application development or 
Game object scripting • Professional 
and business skills • Team project 
• Project management and professional 
practice • Data structures and 
algorithms • Operating systems 
• Modelling of shape, space and 
movement • Software engineering 
workshop • Individual project 
• Concurrent and parallel programming 
• Real-time simulation • Building highly 
reliable software systems • A range of 
optional modules

How you will study
You will learn through 16 hours of 
lectures, tutorials and practical sessions 
each week, as well as four hours per 
week, per module on coursework, 
reading and preparation. Assessment 
methods include examinations, 
coursework and exercises based on 
real-life scenarios. 

Career potential
Major information systems require large 
teams of professionals, especially in the 
design and implementation stages. 
Most computer software engineers 
work in computer systems design and 
related services.

There are career opportunities in many 
industries, such as software publishers, 
government agencies, manufacturers 
of computers and related electrical 
equipment. Communications firms also 
need computer software engineers to 
tap into the growth in the personal 
communications market. You could 
choose contract work, be self-
employed, or work independently as 
a consultant. 

UCAS course code: G600 
• Sandwich GP00
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years (Study abroad 
option also available)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Computer Society

This course is also available at 
HND level. If you already have a 
Software Engineering HND, you 
can top up to a BSc (Hons) in two 
years. Please contact the University 
for details.

Computer software engineers use the principles and techniques of 
computer science, engineering and mathematical analysis to design, 
develop, test and evaluate the complex software that large computer 
systems need to perform their many applications. 

 Being an undergraduate here 
has been great. The support 
that is offered to you is fantastic 
if you choose to take it. I was 
encouraged to take the sandwich 
year out in industry and was 
amazed how incredible it was! 
The lecturers give you all the 
information and knowledge you 
need to do well, but it really 
helps to be able to put it into 
practice and get some valuable 
experience behind you for when 
you graduate. 

Kimberley Dalton, 
BSc (Hons) Software 
Engineering

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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Criminology  
and Police  
Sciences

BSc (Hons) Criminology and Criminal Justice 79 

BSc (Hons) Police Sciences 80 

BSc (Hons) Security, Risk and Investigation 81

You can study Criminology in combination  
with other subjects:

Criminology and Law 36

Criminology and Sociology 36 

Criminology with Psychology 36

Related courses

Computer Forensics 70 

Forensic Science 186

Psychology 173

Public Services 196

Public and Emergency Services 197

A Hydra Simulation Suite is 
used by the Police Service to 
train officers at all levels, from 
Constable to Chief Constable. 
It allows officers to experience 
incidents in a safe learning 
environment, and it tests their 
ability to make decisions, take 
action and see the consequences 
of their decisions.

We were the first university to 
obtain a licence to use Hydra as a 
teaching facility. This means that 
our students use exactly the same 
system that the police use to train 
their staff, developing their skills 
to be better police officers.

Did you know?

We offer Criminology courses at our Caerleon 
campus in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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CBSc (Hons) Criminology and Criminal Justice

This course is for you if you have an 
interest in studying crime, criminality 
and victimisation, and responses of the 
various agencies and institutions that 
make up the criminal justice system. 
You will develop a critical awareness of 
theory and practice in criminology and 
criminal justice, and understand the 
social context of crime and how it is 
managed.

Membership of the British Society of 
Criminology is open to students and 
graduates of this course. Criminology 
staff at the University have an 
established reputation for research in 
this rapidly developing subject area. 
Their work feeds directly into our 
teaching and keeps the course 
up-to-date. We have good links with 
criminal justice agencies and offer 
modules that reflect the current nature 
of this subject.

Course content
The first year introduces the main 
concepts. You also have the 
opportunity to study a module from an 
area that complements your degree 
programme, such as Law, Psychology 
or Sociology. In your second year, 
compulsory modules provide a 
thorough grounding in key 
perspectives, research methodologies 
and criminal justice issues. You can 
then choose from optional modules 
that include Contemporary Issues in 
Drug Misuse, Understanding Youth 
Crime and Policing, and Riots, Protests 
and Public Disorder. 

The final year allows you to work on a 
dissertation topic of your choice. You 
will also select modules from a range of 
subjects such as Cultural Criminology, 
Understanding Homicide, and Terrorism 
and the War on Terror.

How you will study
Most modules involve a combination of 
lectures and discussion-based or 
practical seminars, which will develop 
your ability to form arguments and 
tackle specific problems. You will also 
complete reading, library and 
topic-related research, project work, 
and preparation for presentations. We 
have expert practitioner guest speakers 
and encourage students to attend 
British Society of Criminology (Wales 
and West) branch talks. You will also 
have the opportunity to take part in 
field trips to working prisons and a 
young offenders’ institution.

The University also offers short-term 
work experience placements to 
enhance your employability. 
Opportunities include work with Victim 
Support, Detached Youth Service, 
Citizens Advice Bureau, and a range of 
other voluntary and statutory criminal 
justice agencies.

Career potential
We aim to develop graduate 
employability. Guest lecturers and field 
courses offer an inside view of 
organisations you may wish to work 
for. You will also develop transferable 
skills that will be vital in many careers. 

As well as popular routes in the police, 
prison, probation, protection and victim 
support services, and social work, this 
degree is relevant for new careers such 
as intelligence analysis and crime 
reduction. Many of our graduates go 
on to postgraduate study and research 
in the social sciences. 

UCAS course code: M901
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Combination: Yes (see page 36) 

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Criminology is concerned with understanding crime and how it is dealt 
with. It draws on a number of disciplines such as social policy, sociology, 
psychology and law. In recent years, criminology and criminal justice 
have become popular areas of study, reflecting their increased relevance 
in political and policymaking arenas. 

 I have enjoyed all aspects of 
the course. I would absolutely 
say to anyone considering 
studying Criminology and 
Criminal Justice here to go for 
it. You will have the opportunity 
to study an interesting subject, 
in a friendly environment, with 
extensive facilities and supportive 
lecturers; and achieve a 
qualification that could help you 
secure a great job. 

Sophie Pike,
BSc (Hons) Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

96% of our Criminology 
graduates are in employment or 
further study within six months of 
graduation. 

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)
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C BSc (Hons) Police Sciences

Course content is enhanced by visiting 
lecturers, including serving police 
officers. This provides a detailed 
understanding of policing and what it 
takes to be an efficient police officer. 

If you want practical experience while 
you study, we recommend you apply 
to join the Special Constabulary of 
your chosen force. Since October 
2008, some students have also been 
involved in the Police Student Volunteer 
Scheme with South Wales Police. 
They gain first-hand experience and 
understanding of a real community, 
offer crime prevention advice, and 
engage with the community on crime, 
disorder and safety matters. This extra 
experience is valuable after graduation, 
when you apply to the force of your 
choice.

Course content
This degree develops your personal 
skills, as well as knowledge and 
practical applications of criminal 
law, scenes of crime, criminology, 
police management, operational 
planning, and the latest aspects of 
criminal investigation. You will gain 
management skills that are required 
at all levels, from planning minor 
and major operations through to 
budgeting. You will also be introduced 
to legislation that will prepare you for 
the police service.

Crime science and criminology 
examine areas surrounding policing, 
including the causes and prevention of 
crime, policing styles and community 
involvement. Preservation of the crime 
scene is a vital skill for police officers, 
so you will gain key forensic science 

skills in our new laboratories, the 
scenes of crime village, and practical 
sessions. 

Personal development will give you 
vital skills for file preparation, conflict 
management and interviewing, plus 
some knowledge of first aid. If you 
wish to pursue a career outside the 
UK, there is an optional module in 
International Comparative Policing. 

How you will study
You will mainly learn through lectures 
and tutorials, as well as scenario-
based exercises that include role-play, 
interviews and simulated incidents. We 
are one of the few universities in the 
world to have an integrated immersive 
learning facility – the Hydra Simulation 
Suite – to aid this approach. You will 
complete a final year project where you 
can research an area of policing that 
interests you most. 

Assessment includes exams, 
presentations, essays, laboratory 
reports, and scene of crime sketches. 
We have a broad range of academic 
staff, several of whom have served as 
police officers in the UK and overseas.

Career potential
Our graduates can be found serving in 
police and armed forces throughout 
the UK and overseas, putting the skills 
from this course into use every day. We 
recommend that all our students apply 
to be special constables in a police 
service of their choice, engage in police 
student volunteer initiatives, or support 
voluntary organisations that help 
people in need.

UCAS course code: F410
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An interview 
is required. A-levels to exclude 
General Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Foundation: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

If you think you have what it takes to succeed in a modern policing role, 
this course is for you. This Police Sciences degree will prepare you for the 
challenges of modern policing and related professions; such as the UK 
Border Agency, security organisations (MI5/MI6), the newly formed 
National Crime Agency, HM Revenue and Customs, the military police, 
and private organisations that provide a policing function. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

 I love my course. It’s about 
training to be a police officer, 
which is what I want to do. I’ve 
always wanted to be a police 
officer and this course was my 
first choice. The course is very 
practical, which will help me get 
a job after graduation. You are 
put in scenarios to see how you 
would react, and there are law 
cases with press interviews. 

All lecturers are ex-police officers 
or currently police officers, which 
means they are talking from 
experience. 

Silvana Silva,
BSc (Hons) Police Sciences
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CBSc (Hons) Security, Risk and Investigation*

Within this, you will focus on 
professional roles in public and 
commercial organisations such as 
sports stadia, shopping centres, and 
on transport systems such as airports 
or railways, as well as for corporations 
that provide private security operations 
to protect infrastructure and 
knowledge, from any outsider and 
insider threats.

The course content is enhanced by 
visiting lecturers who have practical 
experience of all aspects of the 
security sector. This will develop your 
understanding of the many varied 
paths within the industry and areas for 
career development after graduation. 
If you want practical experience while 
you study, we recommend you apply 
to join Campus Watch here at the 
University and learn from our own 
security staff.

Course content
Year one: Performance and 
development 1 • Police duties and law 
• Forensic evidence and the justice 
system • Security operations (guarding, 
surveillance of public space, crime 
prevention measures) • Professional 
computer forensic and security 
• Crime science

Year two: Private policing and security 
law • Security systems and applications 
• Management skills • Intelligence 
gathering, analysis and use • Team 
project evidentiary practice 
• Research methods 

Year three: Performance and 
development 2 • Corporate security 
and health and safety law • Operation 
planning and managing investigations 

• Event planning and management 
(security and risk ) • Computers and 
the law • Final year project

How you will study
You will mainly learn through lectures 
and tutorials, as well as scenario-
based exercises that include role-play, 
interviews and simulated incidents. We 
have a broad range of academic staff, 
several of whom have worked in the 
policing and security sector in the UK 
and overseas. We are one of the few 
universities in the world to have an 
integrated immersive learning facility – 
the Hydra Simulation Suite – to aid this 
approach. 

You will complete a final year project 
where you can research an area of 
security, risk and investigation that 
interests you most. Assessment 
includes exams, presentations, essays 
and reports.

Career potential
Graduates should find careers in 
areas such as management of security 
and public safety at events and large 
organised gatherings such as public 
and corporate occasions, pop festivals 
at private venues, stadia and other 
public events. Opportunities also 
exist managing security in shopping 
centres and other business premises 
accessed by the public, overseeing 
security at private and ‘secure’ venues, 
and handling suspects and detained 
persons. 

Graduates could also supervise and 
undertake investigations into suspected 
criminal offences and manage non-
criminal processes such as dealing with 
missing persons.

UCAS course code: NL24
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This degree will equip you for a career in the field of security and 
policing. You will learn about the social, political, legal, economic and 
technological environment in which modern security, risk and 
investigation exists. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Subject to validation.
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BA (Hons) Graphic Communication 83 

Related courses

Television and Film Set Design  89

Interior Design 118

Animation courses 47 

Fashion courses 114 

Art and Design 55 

Lighting Design and Technology 96

‘Gramatopoeia’ – Cassie Evans, BA (Hons) Graphic Communication

D

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

We offer Design courses at our City campus in 
Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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 I feel very grateful and lucky 
to have a job in the field I want 
to be in – I didn’t think it would 
happen so soon. The Graphic 
Communication course definitely 
helped me; we had lectures on 
how to create our portfolio, how 
to create our CVs and how to 
do well at interview. We had 
visitors from the industry who 
talked to us about what they 
were expecting from us, and the 
course prepared me well to have 
the right attitude towards looking 
for work. 

Gwenno Williams, 
Creative Media Developer  
at ThinkBuzan,
Graphic Communication 
Graduate, 2011

UCAS course code: W212 
• Sandwich WF13 (see page 222 
for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art or design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

Our approach means you will develop 
a wide range of skills that are essential 
for the creative communication 
process, including printed media, 
advertising, corporate branding, 
publicity, editorial, and information and 
interactive web design. 

Course content
In your first year, you will get a 
solid grounding in the elements of 
graphic communication. You can 
develop and push your creative ideas 
using traditional media and new 
technologies. You will explore type, 
brands, life drawing, and computer 
graphics using industry-standard 
software.

In year two, you can focus on specific 
areas of graphic communication such 
as print or interactive media, and 
explore design theory to support your 
practical work. To ensure you are ready 
for the workplace, we will introduce 
you to aspects of professional practice 
and development.

Your final year is an exciting one – it is 
your chance to shine. There are plenty 
of live briefs and competitions that 
culminate in a major project and the 
annual design show. For this, you will 
have the challenge of creating your 
own brief to showcase the skills and 
creativity you have developed.

How you will study
All our design courses offer a 
stimulating, creative environment, 
with dedicated studios, industry-
standard Macintosh software and 
experienced staff. You will be taught 
by our experienced tutor-designers. 
The emphasis is hands-on studio-based 

work, reinforced by lectures, seminars 
and studio workshops. 

Your work is assessed entirely through 
the submission of coursework, with 
the majority (80%) through a practical 
portfolio of work. The remaining 
elements integrate practice and theory 
through written and other forms. 
You will be encouraged to discuss 
your work critically with staff, leading 
designers and other students, through 
individual and group critiques in a 
supportive studio environment. There 
are live projects each year, working 
directly with design companies and 
industrial clients to enhance your 
portfolio and employability.

Career potential
Our aim is to help you become a 
creative, skilled, well-rounded and 
knowledgeable individual, who is 
capable of developing and advancing 
in industry. Our graduates work at the 
highest level in the design industry and 
in consultancies throughout the UK 
and overseas, while some choose to 
set up their own consultancy. This has 
provided us with a wealth of hands-
on work experience and even job 
opportunities for graduates. 

Are you a creative individual with the drive to go far? Then this 
successful, well-established course is your opportunity to study the full 
range of graphic design subjects and learn how to blend traditional 
techniques with new technologies. 

BA (Hons) Graphic Communication 
Design

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir rhai cyfleoedd cyfrwng 
Cymraeg ar y cwrs hwn. Cer i’n 
wefan neu i dudalen 34 i wybod 
mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide some Welsh-medium 
opportunities as part of this 
course, visit our website or turn 
to page 34 to find out more. 



 These courses will introduce 
you to new ways of creating, 
developing, and discussing 
practical work and dramatic and 
performance principles. We offer 
a broad range of subjects, which 
allows our students to tailor their 
personal degree programmes to 
suit their interests. As such,  
our students graduate with a 
unique set of individual skills 
that places them apart from the 
competition. 

Dr Lisa Lewis,
Head of Drama
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BA (Hons) Theatre and Drama 85

BA (Hons) Performance and Media 86 

BA (Hons) Dance Performance 87 

BA (Hons) Scriptwriting 88

BA (Hons) Television and Film Set Design  89

Second and third year Theatre and Drama 
students taking part in ‘Viewpoints’

Students and staff from our 
BA (Hons) Theatre and Drama, 
and BA (Hons) Performance and 
Media courses staged a rare 
production of Wassily Kandinsky’s 
play ‘The Yellow Sound’ at 
London’s Tate Modern last year. 

Did you know?

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

We offer a Performance course at our City campus 
in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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UCAS course code: W403 
• Welsh-medium pathway W404
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants are 
required to attend an interview 
day, which will include a group 
interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus  

Course content
In your first year, you will study a wide 
variety of subjects, including devising, 
directing, acting, scriptwriting, theatre 
design, physical theatre, analysing 
drama, and working with multimedia. 
The course allows you to follow a 
range of degree pathways that include 
live performance, directing, music 
and performance, technical theatre, 
and scriptwriting. It also incorporates 
specialist subjects that range from 
horror theatre and cabaret, to 
commedia dell’arte and 
Shakespearean drama. 

You may also choose to complete 
a work placement or even spend 
one term studying abroad. As part 
of the third year, you can choose to 
produce an ensemble performance 
as part of our annual student theatre 
festival, design and manage or act in 
a directed theatre production, carry 
out an individual research project on a 
subject of your choice, or complete a 
full-length script. 

How you will study
This degree is structured to ensure 
that the theories, conventions and 
approaches covered in class are 
explored through academic and 
practical work. We use a range of 
teaching methods, including lectures, 
seminars, workshops, intensive 
rehearsals, masterclasses with visiting 
practitioners, web-based forums, work 
placement projects, and hands-on 
training with technical equipment.

The work submitted for assessment 
by our students is equally varied and 
incorporates conference presentations, 
online portfolios, reflections on 
practice, and running workshops, as 
well as essays and performance work.

Career potential
Theatre and drama graduates follow 
a wide range of careers. Many are 
employed in the media entertainment 
industries, others choose to start up 
their own production companies, while 
some enter the teaching profession.

The flexible and inclusive nature of 
the course ensures that our graduates 
have a highly developed range of 
transferable skills. This enhances their 
employability and career potential. 
Graduates can further their studies by 
applying for one of our postgraduate 
degrees. 

Our Theatre and Drama degree reflects the central principles and diverse 
disciplines that have influenced and defined live performance. This course 
connects practice with theory, tradition with innovation, and personal 
creativity with collaborative projects. 

BA (Hons) Theatre and Drama 

 It is worth saying that this 
degree can open up lots of 
different career paths within the 
industry. Studying at ATRiuM has 
allowed me to gain experience 
in lots of different areas within 
the broad field of Drama. The 
atmosphere is welcoming and 
helpful, and I am continually 
impressed with the passion 
that members of the Drama 
department have for their specific 
subjects. There are also lots of 
projects to get involved with 
outside of the degree that will 
look great on your CV. 

I can honestly say that coming to 
Cardiff has been the best thing I 
have ever done, because of the 
course itself, the new friends 
I have made and the endless 
opportunities that are available, 
if you go out and get them. 

Katy Trevethan, 
BA (Hons) Drama (Theatre and 
Media) (previous title of this course)

Dram
a

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Gellir astudio’r cwrs hwn trwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg neu gellir 
astudio rhai modiwlau trwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg. Gellir 
teilwra yn unol a’ch ofynion. I 
wybod mwy, ewch i dudalen 34.

Welsh-medium opportunities
You can study this course 
through the medium of Welsh, 
or choose to study some 
modules through the medium of 
Welsh. You can tailor this to suit 
your needs. Turn to page 34 to 
find out more. 
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D BA (Hons) Performance and Media 

Your studies on this course will examine 
various aspects of creating performance 
for the screen, the use of electronic 
media in live performance, and a range 
of media practices. To develop your 
interests even further you can choose 
to study related areas such as fiction 
filmmaking and scriptwriting.

At the ATRiuM in Cardiff you will work 
in fully-equipped drama studios, a 
fully-functioning HD TV studio, and a 
purpose-built radio station. You will 
find a wide variety of extra-curricular 
activities that will look impressive on 
your CV – there are public productions, 
student films, professional workshops 
and a campus radio station to name 
just a few. Studying in Cardiff also 
means access to an array of world-class 
venues and production companies 
on your doorstep, including the 
headquarters of BBC Wales, which is a 
major centre for production in the UK.

Course content
The key areas you will study are live 
and recorded performance, technology 
and performance (including radio 
and video production), the context 
and history of drama, TV and radio 
presentation, and methods of analysis. 
Performance modules will give you 
an awareness of contemporary 
performance practice on stage and 
screen. In production modules you 
will study the range of technical skills 
needed to make creative content for 
films, television and radio programmes.

In years two and three, the course is 
based on your own choices within 
flexible options. You might choose 
scriptwriting (for stage, screen and 
radio), radio (drama and production), 
various aspects of stage performance, 
fiction filmmaking, or applied drama, 

as well as modules on specialist 
subjects that reflect the research areas 
of senior staff.

How you will study
Theory elements are taught through 
lectures, seminars and screenings, 
while practical work is studied in studio 
workshops. You will be assessed using 
practical work (including filmed and/
or mixed-media performances), essays, 
reflective analysis and presentations, 
which will give you experiences and 
skills in a variety of media.

There is approximately 60% practical 
work, 30% written work, and 10% 
continuous assessment or portfolio; 
though these proportions will vary 
depending on the modules you choose.

Career potential
Your exploration and understanding of 
this diverse and competitive field will 
enable you to choose your direction 
from within a variety of media, 
performance and teaching professions. 
To make you even more attractive to 
employers, you will also gain key skills 
in teamwork, negotiation and project 
management, which will be valued 
in many industries and boost your 
employability.

UCAS course code: W400
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants are 
required to attend an interview 
day, which will include a group 
interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

If you are interested in performance-making in our multimedia world, 
this versatile degree will develop your understanding of the creative 
processes involved in television, film, radio and theatre. 

 The Performance and Media 
course has given me the 
opportunity to explore a wide 
range of creative options, and 
use industry-standard media 
equipment. I now have the skills 
required to actively pursue my 
career ambitions. 

Kyran Davies,
BA (Hons) Performance  
and Media

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir rhai cyfleoedd cyfrwng 
Cymraeg ar y cwrs hwn. Ewch i’n 
gwefan neu i dudalen 34 i  
wybod mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide some Welsh-medium 
opportunities as part of this 
course, visit our website or turn 
to page 34 to find out more. 
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DBA (Hons) Dance Performance*

Dance performance is a practice-based 
discipline with a contemporary bias. 
The course is focused on studio-based 
teaching, which includes contemporary 
dance technique, improvisation, 
performance, choreography, in-depth 
contextual studies, and professional 
practice.

Unlike conservatoire, where a lot of 
the training is focused around 
choreography, this course is for creative 
students who want to learn about 
devising techniques and performance, 
collaborating with visiting practitioners. 

Based on our highly respected courses 
in Theatre and Drama, and Performance 
and Media, this new degree has been 
designed in consultation with leading 
dance practitioners. Working with our 
professional practitioners, you will 
develop your dance skills, gain 
knowledge, and devise and perform in 
choreographed pieces of work.

Course content
The course is designed so that you can 
choose a vocational bias towards the 
artist as a performer. The programme 
provides a wide range of dance and 
dance-related experiences, technical 
instruction, and opportunities for 
choreographic and creative practice, 
contextual studies, and performance 
projects.  

Year one focuses on introductory dance 
techniques and approaches to dance 
movement, contextual studies on 
contemporary dance practice, and 
participation in a group performance 
project. 

Year two develops your choreographic 
and technical performance skills, 
alongside participation in an intensive 
group performance. 

Year three completes your advanced 
technical training by working with 
visiting artists. The year culminates in a 
degree show performance and is 
underpinned by a dissertation.  

How you will study
The course involves lectures and 
seminars, studio-based practical classes, 
tutor and visiting artist workshops, 
professional placements and 
performance projects. Assessment is 
through regular coursework 
submissions, and practical assessed 
performances.

Career potential
The course is designed to help you 
develop your understanding and 
practical experience of the dance artist, 
and help you meet your career 
aspirations. The dance and performing 
arts industry is a widening field with a 
range of career opportunities. These 
include performance, choreography, 
community dance, education, teaching, 
health and fitness industry, facilitating, 
and arts administration. 

UCAS course code: W500
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
in a relevant subject. Applicants 
will be required to attend a 
combined interview/audition.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This highly creative and specialist course is for students who wish to 
explore contemporary and popular dance techniques, choreography and 
physical theatre. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Subject to validation.
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D BA (Hons) Scriptwriting* 

Your creative and artistic practice as 
a writer is the focus of this degree. It 
is designed to develop your creative 
writing practices, alongside knowledge 
of writing structures and script analysis. 
You will also be prepared for the 
industry, with live projects that replicate 
the conditions and demands that a 
professional scriptwriter works under. 

This course has been designed 
in consultation with practising 
professionals and specialists, as well as 
national and international organisations 
such as Sherman Cymru (the national 
centre for new writing in Wales), 
BBC Wales, S4C, and TAC (Teledwyr 
Annibynnol Cymru) – the independent 
television sector. You will study at the 
ATRiuM in Cardiff, the city that is now 
the centre of BBC Drama production 
in the UK.

Course content
Your studies will explore the range of 
professional contexts in which a writer 
may work, from theatre and film, to 
television, animation, radio and media 
organisations.

Taught by our experienced staff 
and working alongside industry 
professionals, you will develop essential 
writing skills in dramatic structure, 
character design and development, 
dialogue, script analysis, story editing, 
scene breakdown, storylining, 
writing treatments, pitching, creating 
script reports, understanding genre, 
rehearsed reading, and working with 
producers and directors.

In your final year, the Major Project 
allows you to write a full-length script 
in your specialist area – either theatre, 
film, television, radio, animation or 

multi-platform. You can also mount a 
rehearsed reading of your script work 
for an invited audience, which may also 
function as an industry showcase for 
your work.

How you will study
Our approach is based on the belief 
that one of the most effective methods 
for studying the creative arts is learning 
through doing. Teaching and learning 
includes lectures, seminars, group and 
one-to-one tutorials, workshops and 
writing groups, masterclasses, and 
field trips. There are also opportunities 
for you to undertake work experience 
in a drama-producing organisation. 
Assessment is by regular coursework, 
with examinations in some areas.

Craftsmanship is an essential 
requirement of a professional, so there 
is a focus on the craft, as well of the 
art, of writing. You should be prepared 
to write something every day, which 
requires significant self-discipline and 
self-motivation.

Career potential
You will be encouraged to identify your 
professional aspirations, explore career 
paths and consider the steps required 
to realise these. Graduates will be 
prepared for a number of professional 
roles, including playwright, scriptwriter, 
script editor, literary manager, script 
reader, storyliner, script researcher, 
adaptation and translation, applied 
forms of scriptwriting such as theatre in 
education and digital storytelling, and 
multi-platform scriptwriting.

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants are 
required to attend an interview. 
Applicants are required to bring an 
example of their creative writing 
to the interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

While there are other degree courses in creative writing and 
screenwriting, none offers such diverse scriptwriting skills across 
a range of media. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

*Subject to validation.

UCAS course code: W810
UCAS campus code: B
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DBA (Hons) Television and Film Set Design 

On this unique course, you will develop 
your technical and creative skills to 
reach the professional standards of 
art directors and production designers 
working in the film and television 
industry. 

You will get plenty of hands-on 
experience of designing for single and 
multi-camera productions, ranging 
from science fiction to period drama 
and light entertainment. You will also 
gain experience of art direction on 
collaborative short films, be responsible 
for handling budgets, and go on visits 
to scenic construction companies and 
studio recordings. Our ATRiuM building 
in Cardiff is well placed, so you will 
study right at the heart of the UK’s 
booming base for television production.

Work placements are an important 
part of this course, they give a 
practical insight into the industry and 
will ultimately increase your chances 
of employment. Students have 
successfully spent placements on the 
BBC productions Sherlock, Doctor 
Who, Life’s Too Short, and Richard II, 
as well as the feature film Snow White, 
and game show Sing if You Can at 
Pinewood Studios.

This course is recognised by Creative 
Skillset, Sector Skills Council, and 
carries the Creative Skillset tick for the 
purposes of indicating courses best 
suited to prepare for a career in the 
creative industries.

This course is part of the Skillset 
Media Academy Wales, a partnership 
with Aberystwyth University, Cardiff 
University, and the University of  
Wales, Newport.

Course content
You will be immersed in a professional, 
creative environment that benefits from 
strong industry links. You will develop 
an awareness of drawing, technical 
drawing and model making, and 
explore the history of film and design 
to support your work. Starting from 
a script or a brief, you will learn how 
to design studio plans to scale, make 
set models, and produce construction 
drawings and storyboards.

How you will study
Assignments are based on single 
or multi-camera productions in a 
range of genres. You will have many 
opportunities to experience practical 
art direction through collaborative 
filmmaking.

Career potential
Successful graduates enter the 
industry to work as art department 
assistants, assistant art directors and, 
ultimately, in roles as art directors and 
production designers on television and 
film productions. Recent graduates 
have worked on such wide-ranging 
productions as Keith Lemon’s Celebrity 
Juice, BBC dramas Henry IV and Being 
Human, and feature films Jack the 
Giant Killer and Snow White and the 
Huntsman. 

UCAS course code: W461 
(see page 222 for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art or design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Have you always wondered what goes on behind the scenes of 
blockbuster movies and your favourite TV shows? From James Bond to 
Hollyoaks, skilled production designers and art directors are needed to 
create these fictional worlds that keep us entertained. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 
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Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering 

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

BEng (Hons)/MEng Computer Systems  
Engineering 91

BEng (Hons)/MEng Electrical and Electronic  
Engineering 92 

BEng (Hons)/MEng Electronic and Communication 

Engineering 93 

BSc (Hons) Renewable Energy Systems 95

BSc (Hons) Lighting Design and Technology 96 

BSc (Hons) Live Event Technology 97 

HND/BSc Electrical and Electronic Engineering 98 

Related courses

Music Technology 165 

Sound Technology 166

 

Top in Wales for student 
satisfaction
In the National Student Survey 
2012, Electronic and Electrical 
Engineering at the University 
achieved a fantastic 92% overall 
satisfaction rating. This puts us at 
number one in Wales for student 
satisfaction, according to the 
website www.unistats.com.

More information

We offer Engineering and Technology courses at 
our Caerleon and City campuses in Newport too – 
see page 216 for details.
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08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 You are encouraged to look 
for a placement – it is optional 
but it’s something I’d highly 
recommend. At the time, 3M 
were recruiting and the 
opportunity seemed too good to 
miss, so I applied. The experience 
you gain on placement is 
invaluable. People listen to you 
and value your input; you are not 
viewed as a student but as a 
valuable member of the team. 

Mark Fenwick, 
MEng Computer Systems 
Engineering

UCAS course code: H602 
• Sandwich HP00
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Must attend 
an interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng (Hons): Full-time 
3 years, Sandwich 4 years  
• MEng: Sandwich 5 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET), 
and Engineering Council

We recommend you choose a sandwich 
year as part of the course, where you 
complete a work placement between 
years two and three. We have contacts 
with many companies throughout 
the UK and Europe, and will help you 
secure your placement. You will gain 
new skills and contacts on a placement, 
as well as enhance your CV.

Students who excel may be offered to 
change to an MEng degree. This is a 
five-year sandwich course that leads to 
a Masters qualification, but has all the 
benefits of being an undergraduate 
student. All BEng and MEng students 
take the same modules in year one. 
Initial selection for the MEng is based 
on academic achievement in the first 
year, with final selection at the end of 
the second.

Course content
• Digital and analogue electronics and 
systems • Engineering applications 
• Health, safety and welfare 
• Engineering mathematics 
• Embedded systems • Computer 
systems and network technology 
• Personal skills • Business and finance 
for engineers • Configuration and 
programming of embedded systems 
• Applied computer networking 
• Relational databases • Signals and 
digital communications
 
Year three focuses on industry-standard 
techniques and the latest design 
developments. You could apply website 
security tools to create and manage 
e-commerce web environments, use 
structured software to design computer 
systems, or study novel techniques in 
digital communications, including HD 
digital television. 

Course content encapsulates 
material required for exemption from 
examinations for the Cisco Certified 
Network Associate qualification.

MEng subjects include embedded 
hardware operating systems and 
applied digital signal processing, as 
well as management modules. There is 
an extended individual project and an 
industry-based group project.

How you will study
Both courses include activities that 
help you become more self-reliant, 
self-motivated and resourceful, and 
you will develop leadership qualities 
and management expertise. 
Assessment involves a range of 
methods. The first two years combine 
examinations and laboratory work. 
In later years, the emphasis is on 
examinations for technical elements, 
and in-course assessments or reports 
for management and project work. 

Career potential
There is no shortage of opportunities 
for graduates with transferable skills 
and a wealth of work experience. 
Popular careers include research and 
development, computer systems, 
application engineering, and networks. 
Many graduates gain employment in 
manufacturing, construction, transport, 
communications, defence, engineering 
consultancy, business management, 
and marketing – the opportunities  
are endless. 

Computer systems engineers are in high demand, nationally and 
internationally. Our Electronics courses meet the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET) requirements to become a Chartered 
Engineer, either partially (BEng) or fully (MEng). 

BEng (Hons) / MEng Computer Systems 
Engineering 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
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E BEng (Hons) / MEng Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering 

The course combines technical, 
engineering and mathematical skills 
with ICT, management and finance. In 
your third year, you can specialise in 
Electronic Engineering, or Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering. 

Our Electronics courses have been 
accredited by the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET) for 
more than 30 years. The BEng (Hons) 
and MEng degrees have the highest 
accreditation, meaning that graduates 
from these courses meet the IET’s 
requirements to become a Chartered 
Engineer, either partially (BEng) or  
fully (MEng).

We encourage all students to spend a 
year training in industry, which can 
boost your employability. Students have 
completed placements with a range of 
companies, including Corus, 3M, 
Airbus UK, GlaxoSmithKline, Panasonic, 
Robert Bosch, and IBM.

Course content
Subjects studied in years one and two 
include analogue and digital 
electronics; mathematics; power, 
machines and control; signals and 
digital communications. In year three, 
your modules will vary depending on 
your specialist subject: 

Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering: 
• Power electronics and drives 
• Control systems design • Electronics 
design • Telecommunication and 
mobile wireless systems

Electronic Engineering: 
• Electronics design 
• Telecommunication and mobile 
wireless systems • Advanced embedded 
systems design • Computer systems 
and software engineering 

How you will study
You can study the BEng (Hons) as a 
three-year, full-time course, or over 
four years to include a sandwich work 
placement. The MEng is a five-year 
undergraduate sandwich award that 
leads to a Masters qualification, and 
concentrates on developing leadership 
qualities and management expertise. 

The first two years combine exams and 
assessments based on laboratory work. 
In later years there are exams for 
technical options, and coursework or 
reports for management and  
project work.

Career potential
Career opportunities exist in a wide 
range of engineering sectors – 
including electronic engineering design 
and development, and the 
management and production of 
electronic systems and components for 
a wide range of applications. You may 
also develop and produce 
communication and computer systems, 
including hardware, software and 
signal processing aspects. 

You could work in industry, medicine, 
communications, aerospace or the 
military, while your transferable skills 
will be valued in almost any other 
sector, particularly business.

UCAS course code: H601 
• Sandwich HQ00
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Must include 
pass in Mathematics at A2 level 
or equivalent, and attend an 
interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng (Hons): Full-time 
3 years, Sandwich 4 years  
• MEng: Sandwich 5 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET), 
and Engineering Council

As the electronics industry continues to grow worldwide, the demand 
for electronic engineering graduates is high. This course will give you the 
skills for a successful career in this field, as well as the chance to specialise 
in a particular area. By the time you graduate, you will be ready for a 
leading role in the development of modern electrical and electronic 
systems – researching, designing, building and marketing the next 
generation of products. 

 The overwhelming reason for 
me to choose to study electrical 
and electronic engineering 
here over other universities 
was its prestigious engineering 
department. Knowing a number 
of graduates, I had no doubt 
that the engineering department 
could offer me education that 
few could rival. 

Michael Weller, 
BEng (Hons) Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
EBEng (Hons) / MEng Electronic and 

Communication Engineering 

We aim to produce high-quality 
graduates who can demonstrate 
engineering competence and 
managerial business skills. 

We encourage all students to spend 
a year training in industry, which can 
boost your employability when you 
graduate. Students have completed 
placements with a range of companies, 
including Corus, 3M, Airbus UK, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Panasonic, Robert 
Bosch, and IBM.

Course content
Subjects studied in years one and 
two include analogue and digital 
electronics, mathematics, power, 
machines and control, computation 
and embedded microprocessors, and 
signals and digital communications. 
In year three, you will study electronics 
design and telecommunications 
systems:

• Embedded microcomputer systems 
• Digital signal processing 
• Speech technologies • Digital 
mobile communications 

If you progress to the MEng, subjects 
include digital system design using 
VHDL, and wireless and personal 
communications, as well as a range 
of management modules. You will 
also study project management and 
complete a major individual project. 
MEng students undertake an extended 
and enhanced Masters project and 
contribute to an industrial major group 
project. 

How you will study
Both BEng and MEng courses include 
activities that help you become self-
reliant, self-motivated and resourceful. 

You can study the BEng (Hons) as a 
three-year, full-time course, or over 
four years to include a sandwich work 
placement. More able students can 
switch to an MEng degree. The MEng 
is a five-year, undergraduate sandwich 
course that leads to a postgraduate 
qualification. The MEng concentrates 
on developing leadership qualities and 
management expertise.

The first two years combine exams 
and assessments based on laboratory 
work. In later years, there are exams 
for technical options and coursework 
or reports for management and project 
work.

Career potential
Career opportunities exist in a wide 
range of engineering sectors – areas 
that include electronic engineering 
design and development, and the 
management and production of 
electronic systems and components 
for a wide range of applications. 
You may also develop and produce 
communication and computer systems, 
including hardware, software and 
signal processing aspects. 

You could work in industry, medicine, 
communications, aerospace or the 
military, while your transferable skills 
will be valued in almost any other 
sector, particularly business.

UCAS course code: H640 
• Sandwich H645
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Must have
Mathematics at A-level or 
equivalent, and attend an 
interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng (Hons): Full-time 
3 years, Sandwich 4 years  
• MEng: Sandwich 5 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd 

Accreditation: Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET), 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, and 
Engineering Council

This is an integrated course that leads to either a BEng (Hons) or MEng 
qualification. Both courses are fully accredited by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, and have been designed to meet the demands of 
industry. 

 I chose the University because 
of the high standard of facilities. 
This degree continuously 
challenged me. I have landed my 
dream job in engineering and I 
can definitely say it would not 
have been possible without the 
commitment of the lecturers. 

Matthew Lewis, 
BEng (Hons) Electronic and 
Communication Engineering

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.



95

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
EBSc (Hons) Renewable Energy Systems

Graduates of this degree will have a 
sound technical understanding and 
knowledge of energy systems, based 
around the generation, distribution and 
utilisation of energy through renewable 
energy sources. There is a focus on 
renewable energy sources, along with 
an appreciation of global issues and 
systems, sustainable development, 
business, policy and process.

You will be studying at an institution 
known for its research and work with 
industry in this area.

Course content
Subjects taught are supported by a 
programme of energy laboratories 
that progress through each year of 
the degree, before you undertake a 
practical project of your choice in the 
final year.

Year one 
• Renewable energy science and 
conversion • Engineering mathematics 
• Electronics for renewable energy 
systems • Renewable energy system 
laboratory • Electronics 1 
• Renewable energy sources and 
systems • Electrical technology

Year two 
• Energy storage and distribution 
• Sustainable development policy 
• Modelling and simulation of energy 
systems • Electronics and power 
electronics applications • Renewable 
energy systems workshop • Practical 
group project

Year three 
• Sustainable energy systems 
• Efficiency of energy utilisation 
• Smart grid • Power electronic 
applications for energy systems 
• Project

How you will study
You will be taught through a 
combination of lectures, seminars and 
tutorials. In addition, you will work 
independently to prepare for classes 
and complete project work. Assessment 
methods include examinations, 
coursework and exercises based on 
real-life scenarios. 

The course offers an exciting 
programme of field trips and invited 
speakers based in industry, which 
enables you to place your studies in 
context and gain valuable practical 
experience.

Career potential
This course equips graduates with the 
skills they need to work in the exciting 
and expanding area of renewable 
energy systems. There is a growing 
global demand for sustainable energy 
supply, and for distribution and storage 
solutions. There is also the opportunity 
to progress to one of the MSc courses 
in this field of study offered at the 
University.

Additionally, graduates of this course 
have a strong basis on which to apply 
for a job in the fields of administration, 
financial management, or any 
other sector that requires a sound 
understanding of mathematics and 
computing.

At a time when fossil fuel reserves are dwindling and the global demand 
for energy is increasing, global trends and attitudes towards a greener 
future are a major driving force in the need for specialist technologists 
and engineers in the field of sustainable and renewable energy.

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 Businesses working on the 
energy programme and 
managing, monitoring and 
protecting the environment are 
an important cluster in Wales, 
and we have a range of 
well-regarded and highly-rated 
research teams active in low 
carbon, energy and 
environmental studies. Wales 
has over 40,000 people employed 
in the energy and environmental 
sectors, contributing more than 
£3.2bn to the economy 
annually. 

Professor John Harries, 
Chief Scientific Adviser 
for Wales 

UCAS course code: H631
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An interview 
is required.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd
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E BSc (Hons) Lighting Design and Technology 

As well as lectures, you can develop 
invaluable practical skills in The Cube 
– a dedicated space on campus where 
you can practise rigging up for all sorts 
of events. We are the only UK 
university with an authorised 
WYSIWYG (lighting and venue 
pre-visualisation software) trainer and 
Certified Service Provider status.

You can also become qualified to the 
Institution of Engineering and 
Technology 17th Edition Wiring 
Regulations, which means what you 
learn meets industry requirements.

You will benefit from our links with 
industry through regular lectures from 
high-profile guest speakers. These guru 
lectures give you an insight into the 
range of careers and opportunities 
available in the lighting sector, as well 
as illustrating how industry specialists 
identify and implement innovative 
solutions in lighting. Hands-on 
experience is provided through real-life 
projects and by developing a lighting 
product with support from an 
industrial partner. 

We encourage you to gain work 
experience to make you more 
employable. Completing a sandwich 
work placement option between years 
two and three will give you valuable 
experience – it will look impressive on 
your CV and has been shown to 
improve performance in the final year.

Course content
As well as the technological skills 
required by the industry, you will gain 
knowledge of the sciences of light and 
sound, as well as an insight into small 
business practice. 

Areas include: Lighting principles 
• Electrical technology • IET 17th 
Edition Wiring Regulations • Flying and 
rigging principles/AutoCAD • Video 
and sound technology • Power systems 
• Business and safety • Lighting control 
and special effects • Lighting design 
• Environmental lighting design 
• Performance lighting design 
• Business and project management 
• Advanced computer lighting design 
and applications • Integrated 
technologies group project – recent 
projects have included a Sensory 
Garden, DMX Control Projector 
Shutters, and Multi-touch Control 
Surface

How you will study
You will learn through a combination 
of lectures and workshops. You will be 
taught in laboratories, television studios 
and other creative venues. Assessment 
involves assignments, presentations, 
coursework and class tests throughout 
the year, with exams for some modules. 
This course attracts guest speakers 
from industry to enhance your 
experience in relevant areas. There are 
also opportunities to go on field trips 
such as a recent trip to the Lyon festival 
of light, and to work on offsite lighting 
projects such as lighting the National 
Railway Museum and Castell Coch.

Career potential
Your studies on this degree will prepare 
you for employment in entertainment, 
broadcasting, live performance and the 
media, or a career as a lighting 
designer or lighting director. You may 
also choose to become a consultant. 

UCAS course code: J992
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An interview 
is required, plus A-levels to include 
relevant subjects.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course has been designed with your employment prospects in
mind. We consulted many professionals from the industry in its 
development, including lighting designers and directors. You will study all 
aspects of lighting design and its technical application in a wide range 
of lighting disciplines, including theatrical, concert, TV, corporate and 
architectural lighting. 

 Unlike some other students, 
I felt I didn’t have much prior 
experience or knowledge of the 
industry and I felt that this course 
would be able to prepare me by 
building and developing my skills 
over the years, in addition to 
having an impressive collection of 
industry equipment and contacts. 
The course allows you to naturally 
find your specific industry 
interests, and pursue them by 
covering the whole range of 
theoretical and practical industry 
concepts. 

Jack Moorhouse,
BSc (Hons) Lighting Design 
and Technology

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
EBSc (Hons) Live Event Technology 

Recent graduates from this course, and 
the related degree in Lighting Design 
and Technology, have worked on 
events that include the Take That tour, 
Gladiators, T in the Park, and We Will 
Rock You, and at venues such as 
Wembley Stadium, the Millennium 
Stadium, the O2, Royal Albert Hall, and 
many of London’s West End theatres. 
Students choose a career from a diverse 
number of industry areas, including 
concert sound system technicians, 
broadcast and camera specialists, and 
lighting design and operation.

You can develop invaluable practical 
skills in The Cube – a dedicated space 
on campus where you can practise 
rigging up for all sorts of events. You 
can also become qualified to the 
Institution of Engineering and 
Technology 17th Edition Wiring 
Regulations, which will boost your 
employability when you graduate. 

This course is focused on the practical 
application of technology, and aims to 
train the technical event professionals 
of the future. It will enable you to work 
with artistic colleagues to find creative 
solutions to the practical problems 
involved in staging live events. You will 
learn using industry-standard 
equipment in our bespoke facilities on 
campus. Outside the classroom, you 
can work on external events such as 
concerts and productions for special 
occasions. There are also field trips and 
backstage tours, which have included 
visits to the West End and the BBC.

Course content
• Lighting principles • Electrical 
technology • IET 17th Edition Wiring 
Regulations • Flying and rigging 
principles/AutoCAD • Digital and 
analogue live sound system technology 
• Digital and analogue video and image 
technology • Flying and rigging design 
• Business and safety • Power systems 
• Lighting design • Performance 
lighting design • Business and project 
management • Integrated technologies 
group project 

How you will study
You will learn in lectures, workshops 
and laboratories, as well as television 
studios and other creative spaces. 
Assessment involves a mixture of 
assignments, coursework, 
presentations, and class tests 
throughout the year, with exams for 
some modules. The course attracts 
guest speakers from industry to 
enhance your experience in  
relevant areas.

Career potential
Our mix of theory and practice will 
prepare you for a career in 
entertainment, broadcasting, live 
performance and the media, event 
management, and production 
companies. You may also be self-
employed. Latest research shows that 
unless the industry can recruit 30,000 
new technical staff over the next 
decade, theatre and live music 
employers will face a shortage of 
trained technicians.

UCAS course code: JP92
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An interview 
is required, plus A-levels to include 
relevant subjects.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Students on this degree develop high levels of technical skill and 
industry knowledge in event technology. You will study live sound, 
video and lighting technology for use in a range of situations, from 
theatre, concerts and festivals, to TV, themed attractions and corporate 
settings. You will also boost your employability by developing the key 
skills involved in rigging for theatre, festivals and events. 

 Our lecturers have worked in 
different areas in the industry and 
ensure that we have constant 
communication with companies. 
This means we get up-to-date 
information and leave with a 
degree that companies want. 

Jess Dyke, 
BSc (Hons) Live Event 
Technology

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

The Cube at our Treforest campus 
has been developed with industry 
experts Unusual Rigging. This 
training facility has traditional 
theatre rigging for the live events 
industries. You can gain many 
key practical skills, from lighting 
and sound design to staging live 
events. 

Did you know?
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E HND / BSc Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

You will study the HND award for 
two years. If you are successful in 
completing your HND with a merit 
profile, you will meet the criteria to 
transfer to the final year of BSc (Hons) 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
(see page 94). There is also an option 
to undertake a pathway in mechatronic 
engineering by studying a number of 
mechatronics-themed modules in the 
HND award. 

These well-established qualifications 
provide you with a thorough grounding 
in all aspects of electrical and electronic 
engineering. We have consulted 
industry professionals to construct 
this course, to ensure that you gain 
technical expertise in this area and that 
your knowledge and skills meet the 
needs of industry. 

By studying these courses, you will 
develop a detailed understanding of 
electrical and electronics techniques 
and their applications. There is a 
combination of hardware and software 
subject areas, as well as mathematics 
and engineering applications. There 
are plenty of opportunities to gain 
hands-on experience, which include a 
number of directed projects throughout 
the course.

You will study in purpose-built 
engineering laboratories and use 
industry-standard hardware and 
software. Facilities include two 
electronics laboratories, an embedded 
systems laboratory sponsored 
by Renasas – the world’s biggest 
manufacturer of microcontrollers, a 
communication laboratory, a computer-
aided design suite, and a mechatronics, 
machines and control engineering 
laboratory sponsored by Festo. 

Course content
HND: Electronics • Mathematics 
• Electrical and electronic principles 
• Design of electrical installations 
• Communications engineering 
• Engineering applications 
• Computation and embedded 
microprocessors • Power, machines and 
control • Management and safety 
• Mechatronics systems 

BSc: Signals and digital 
communications • Programming of 
embedded systems, or Sustainable 
energy technology • Electronics 
production and test • Project

How you will study
Assessment methods include 
assignments, coursework, and 
class tests, as well as preparing and 
delivering presentations to develop 
your communication skills. Students 
have completed placements with a 
range of companies, including Bosch, 
and Intel Corporation UK Ltd.

Career potential
On graduation, there will be many 
career opportunities open to you. 
You may pursue a career in electrical 
engineering, communications, or 
control systems and embedded 
systems. Graduates have gained 
employment with a range of local 
and national companies, including 
General Electric Aircraft Engine Services 
(GEAES), Quantum CAD, Panasonic, 
Aviza Technology, Allevard Springs, and 
the Ministry of Defence.

When they have successfully achieved 
the HND Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering or Mechanical Engineering, 
many students are given the 
opportunity to top up to a BSc (Hons) 
award, which requires a further year 
of study.

UCAS course code: 006H
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 120-160 
UCAS tariff points (see page 218)

Additional criteria: An interview 
is required. All students enrol 
on the HND award. Successful 
completion of the HND with 
a Merit profile will allow you 
entry to the final year of the BSc 
(Hons) Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: HND: Full-time 2 years 
• BSc: Full-time 3 years, Sandwich 
4 years • Part-time: Contact the 
University

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: 
Engineering Council

The HND and BSc awards are linked to provide a pathway to a degree 
in Electrical and Electronic Engineering. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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E

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

Engineering

Materials Testing Laboratory, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

BSc (Hons) Aircraft Maintenance Engineering 100 

BEng (Hons)/MEng Aeronautical Engineering  101

BEng (Hons)/MEng Automotive Engineering 103

BEng (Hons)/MEng Civil Engineering 104 

BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering  105

BEng (Hons)/MEng Mechanical Engineering  106

Related courses

Computer Systems Engineering 91 

Project Management (Surveying) 212 

Electronic and Communication Engineering 93

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 92

In the latest UK Research 
Assessment Exercise (RAE2008), 
60% of our Engineering research 
outputs were considered of 
‘international excellence’.  

Did you know?

Watch our aeronautical 
engineering videos to hear what 
our students have to say: 
www.southwales.ac.uk

See for yourself

We offer Engineering and Technology courses at 
our Caerleon and City campuses in Newport too – 
see page 216 for details.
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E BSc (Hons) Aircraft Maintenance Engineering

Thanks to a recent £1.8m investment 
programme, our facilities are excellent. 
You will benefit from dedicated aircraft 
experience with real aircraft equipment. 
The University’s Aerospace Centre on 
the Treforest campus has engineering 
labs, our own full-size BAE Jetstream 
31 commercial plane, and an MP521 
flight simulator. 

Qualified aircraft maintenance 
personnel must have a full EASA 
Part-66 Aircraft Maintenance Engineer 
Licence to sign off aircraft for flight.  
To get this licence, you usually need 
five years’ professional aircraft 
experience. The University offers EASA 
training, which means graduates of this 
degree can achieve the licence in just 
two years. For detailed information on 
EASA, visit www.easa.eu.int.

You will benefit from using the same 
training materials and curriculum as 
British Airways uses to train its own 
staff, with the added advantage of 
graduating with an engineering 
degree.

Course content
• Analytical methods for engineers 
• Materials and hardware • Physics 
• Electrical fundamentals • Electronic 
fundamentals • Instrumentation 
systems • Professional practice for 
engineers • Aerodynamics • Gas 
turbine engines • Propellers 
• Engineering management and 
business constraints • Maintenance 
practices • Engineering project 
management and business planning 
• Human factors • Aviation legislation 
• Project research methodology • Final 
year project

How you will study
You will be taught through a 
combination of lectures, tutorials, 
workshops and seminars, in addition to 
working independently to prepare for 
lectures. 

EASA Part-66 examinations lead to a 
professional qualification and are 
governed by European rules and 
regulations. You are encouraged to 
arrange work experience and our staff 
can help you with this. 

Career potential
This course offers excellent career 
opportunities worldwide. The EASA 
Part-66 Licence qualifies its holders to 
be selected for further aircraft-type 
authorisation before being permitted to 
sign off aircraft for flight.

You can gain employment throughout 
the UK and across the world with 
manufacturing companies, commercial 
airlines, air-taxi operators, flying 
schools, the armed forces, and 
commercial long-haul flights. There is a 
growing market for maintenance, 
repair and overhaul of military and 
commercial aircraft, or you may choose 
subcontract work. 

It is expected that the civil aircraft fleet 
will double in size over the next 20 
years. The UK aerospace industry 
supports 200,000 jobs directly and 
500,000 indirectly, and contributes 
£11.4bn to UK GDP (ADS report 2012). 

UCAS course code: H402
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 240 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, CCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
must include Mathematics or 
a numerate subject, eg, Physics, 
Chemistry. An interview is 
required.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Note on EASA additional 
criteria: If you attend for at 
least 2,400 hours of the EASA 
element, pass all EASA modules 
at 75% within three attempts and 
complete 20 weeks of approved 
work experience, you will get 
a three-year reduction in your 
experience requirement for an 
EASA Part-66 Licence. If you do 
not meet these criteria, you will 
need five years’ experience for 
your Licence. Neither option will 
affect your degree.

Accreditation: British Airways 
and the University have signed 
a landmark agreement, which is 
accredited by the Civil Aviation 
Authority

Aviation is a fast-moving and technologically advanced industry. This 
course is recognised by European Aviation Law, as detailed by the 
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), and gives you access to real 
aircraft experience. You can gain two qualifications by studying this 
course. It is an EASA-based practical and theory-based course for the 
licence element, and a professional engineering degree course for the 
BSc (Hons) award. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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Engineering
EBEng (Hons) / MEng Aeronautical Engineering

This course was developed in close 
consultation with industry and the 
Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) 
to boost your employability. This 
degree forms an educational base for 
Chartered Engineer status with a period 
of further learning. The MEng complies 
with the standards and expectations 
specified for Professional Engineering 
Competence-2010 (UK-SPEC), to form 
an educational base for professional 
development to Chartered  
Engineer status.

The latest addition to our teaching 
facilities is an Aerospace Centre on 
campus, which houses a BAE Jetstream 
31 aircraft. Other facilities include 
a fully instrumented wind tunnel, 
educational gas turbine unit, and 
materials testing, instrumentation 
and control laboratories. In our Merlin 
MP521 engineering flight simulator, 
you can assess the handling quality  
of your aircraft designs.

Course content 
Year one provides basic knowledge 
of routine mathematical methods, 
essential scientific principles, and 
engineering practices. It is your 
introduction to design tools, 
manufacturing/workshop techniques, 
health and safety protocols, and 
professional practice. Year two 
develops key areas in the study of 
aerodynamics and flight mechanics, 
supported by further mathematics and 
mechanics. You will develop a practical 
engineering base, and understand 
regulatory and environmental 
requirements. 

Year three modules include stability 
and control, propulsion, aircraft 
materials and structures, and modelling 
techniques. You will learn about 

planning, operations, regulations, 
health and safety, and management, 
which are important facets of the 
industry. You will have flying lessons 
and complete a project in a topic  
of your choice.

The MEng year will deepen and 
broaden your technical knowledge. 
There is an interdisciplinary major 
group design project, which will  
build your team integration and 
leadership skills. 

How you will study
You will be taught by a combination of 
lectures, tutorials, practical laboratory 
sessions and seminars. Modules are 
assessed through a mixture of exams, 
coursework, problem-based exercises 
and presentations. You will also visit 
sites such as Rolls Royce, GE Aviation, 
British Airways Maintenance Cardiff 
(BAMC), and Airbus. You will learn 
about technological advances through 
guest lectures delivered by senior 
industrialists from the Ministry of 
Defence, BAMC, and the RAeS. We 
also encourage you to take a year-long 
placement in industry and can help 
you arrange this through our industrial 
links.

Career potential
We have links with the regional 
aviation industry, which include 
GE Aviation, BAMC, Nordam Europe, 
TES Aviation Group, Storm Aviation, 
and other members of the Aerospace 
Wales Forum. Our graduates are in 
demand in the UK, and in the civil and 
defence sectors worldwide. Some of 
the UK-based companies with which 
our students work include GE Aviation, 
Storm Aviation, Airbus, BAMC, and 
TES Aviation.

UCAS course code: H410 
• Sandwich HK10
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
must include Mathematics and 
a science-based subject, eg, 
Physics, Chemistry. An interview is 
required.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng: Full-time 3 years, 
Sandwich 4 years, Part-time 
Contact the University 
• MEng: Full-time 4 years, 
Sandwich 5 years, Part-time 
Contact the University

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Royal Aeronautical 
Society, and Engineering Council

The UK’s aircraft and aerospace industry is the second largest in the 
world and contributes significantly to economic growth and productivity. 
Aeronautical engineers apply their knowledge and skills to every aspect 
of flight vehicles; from design, development and manufacture, to 
maintenance and operation. 

 This course truly prepares 
you for an exciting career in the 
aerospace sector, with its broad 
range of design, engineering, 
mathematical and management 
modules. 

Nick Jones, BEng (Hons) 
Aeronautical Engineering

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

Laser Scanning Arm, Engineering 
Laboratory, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Engineering
EBEng (Hons) / MEng Automotive Engineering

This BEng award was developed with 
engineering professionals, and is 
designed to form an educational base 
for Chartered Engineer status, with a 
period of further learning.

The MEng is designed to comply with 
the standards and expectations 
specified for Professional Engineering 
Competence-2010 (UK-SPEC), to form 
an educational base for professional 
development to Chartered  
Engineer status.

This course is a modern automotive 
engineering degree that is relevant to 
the entire automotive sector. Our 
facilities are excellent and include 
computer-aided design (CAD) and 
analysis software, engine test beds, 
laser scanning arm, and a rapid 
prototyping machine. As part of your 
studies, you will have the chance to be 
involved in the development of a 
formula student racing car. 

We have strong links with this industrial 
sector and place considerable emphasis 
on student projects, where we have 
achieved outstanding success in 
national student competitions. As part 
of this course, you can also spend a 
year working in industry. This year will 
give you an inside look at the industry, 
help your grades and boost  
your employability.

Course content
Subject areas include design, 
mechanics, thermodynamics, control, 
manufacturing, management, and 
mathematics. As well as covering key 
automotive engineering subjects, you 
will develop skills that will boost your 
employability such as problem solving 
and communication.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
tutorials and seminars, as well as 
practical work, group projects and a 
final-year project, plus visits to 
companies such as Ford and local 
businesses. You will also spend time 
keeping up-to-date on relevant issues 
and preparing for lectures. Assessments 
involve a combination of examinations 
and coursework.

Career potential
You will have a range of career 
opportunities in the field of automotive 
engineering. In addition, you would be 
well placed to establish an engineering 
career in many other possible areas 
such as transport, health, defence, 
manufacturing, entertainment, design 
or finance. 

As well as specialist engineering skills 
and principles, you will gain key skills in 
management, computers, teamwork, 
design, project management and 
communication, which will make you 
attractive to employers in any sector.

UCAS course code: Please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
Mathematics or a science subject, 
preferably Physics. An interview is 
required.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng: Full-time 3 years, 
Part-time 5 years, Sandwich 4 
years • MEng: Full-time 4 years, 
Part-time 6 years, Sandwich  
5 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: 
Engineering Council

Automotive engineering allows you to apply the laws of physics and 
your mathematical skills to analyse and design vehicles. Automotive 
engineers are highly sought-after in the automotive industry and its 
supply chains. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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E BEng (Hons) / MEng Civil Engineering

The BEng award has been developed 
in conjunction with civil engineering 
professionals and it is accredited as a 
full educational base for professional 
development to become an 
Incorporated Engineer. In addition, it 
forms an educational base with further 
learning for professional development 
to become a Chartered Engineer. 

The MEng has been developed as 
a four year undergraduate course 
that leads to a Masters qualification, 
offering a full educational base for 
professional development to become 
a Chartered Engineer. Both awards 
comply with the standards and 
expectations specified for Professional 
Engineering Competence-2010 
(UK-SPEC), and are accredited at the 
appropriate level by the professional 
institutions. 

All students enrol on combined 
BEng/MEng study for the first and 
second years, and those who attain a 
suitable standard in their second year 
will be offered progression to the 
MEng programme.

Course content
Both degrees contain core subjects 
that deal with fundamental 
engineering principles such as 
structural mechanics, geotechnics, 
construction management, civil 
engineering materials, hydraulics, and 
environmental engineering. 

These are supported by a broad 
educational base that includes 
mathematics, health and safety, the 
integration of sustainability, and 
modules that develop your engineering 
analysis and management skills to the 
level required by employers. This is 

strengthened by the use of industry-
standard software used in the design 
and construction of civil engineering 
projects.

You can go on national and 
international field trips to build on your 
knowledge. In recent years, students 
have travelled to Beijing, China, 
and visited the Olympic structures, 
the Great Wall of China, and the 
13th China International Exhibition 
of Building Materials and Green 
Construction. In the second year, 
you will attend practical field courses 
covering engineering surveying and 
geology/geotechnics.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
supported by tutorials, practical 
sessions and seminar groups. Wherever 
possible, your project work will be 
based on live projects and case studies, 
with contributions from industry 
professionals. You will be assessed 
through assignments, coursework, class 
tests, and exams. Presentations are 
an integral part of assessment, so you 
can develop vital communication and 
presentation skills.

Career potential
Employment opportunities for our 
graduates are excellent, and we have 
strong links with industry to help you 
get a head start in your career. Our 
graduates secure work with consulting 
engineers, civil engineering contractors 
and local authorities, and with a range 
of companies that include Capita 
Symonds, Edmund Nuttall Ltd, Hyder, 
Alan Griffiths Contractors Ltd, Morgan 
Est, Carillion LC, Mott MacDonald, 
Atkins, Network Rail, United Utilities, 
and various international companies. 

UCAS course code: H200 
• Sandwich HG00
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Must include 
Mathematics and at least one 
other numerate science subject 
at A-level, eg, Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Geography. An interview 
is required. 

Direct entry is considered for both 
awards, for applicants with a 
suitable academic background and 
attainment level.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng: Full-time 3 years, 
Part-time 4-6 years, Sandwich  
4 years • MEng: Full-time 4 years, 
Part-time 6-8 years, Sandwich  
5 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Institution of Structural 
Engineers, Chartered Institution 
of Highways and Transportation, 
Institute of Highway Engineers, 
and Engineering Council

Civil engineers work with sources of power in nature for the wealth and 
wellbeing of society. On this course, you will gain the skills to pursue a 
successful career in civil engineering and develop yourself to become a 
chartered engineer with one of the professional institutions. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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EBSc (Hons) Civil Engineering

This course is accredited by the 
Institutions of Civil and Structural 
Engineers, the Chartered Institution of 
Highways and Transportation, and the 
Institute of Highway Engineers, and 
forms a full educational base for 
professional development to become 
an Incorporated Engineer. This means 
that what you learn relates directly to 
industry standards, so you will have an 
advantage over other graduates when 
you compete for jobs. 

You will develop knowledge of 
fundamental engineering principles, as 
well as IT and personal skills. Using 
industry-standard software, you will 
learn how to apply these skills to 
engineering problems through design 
and project work. We actively 
encourage you to gain work experience 
to make you more employable. 
Completing a sandwich work 
placement option between years two 
and three will give you valuable 
experience – it will look impressive on 
your CV and has been shown to 
improve performance in the final year.

Course content
Core subjects deal with fundamental 
engineering principles: structural 
engineering, geotechnics, materials, 
hydraulics, and environmental 
engineering. These are supported by a 
broad educational base that includes 
knowledge of mathematics, health and 
safety, management, sustainability, IT 
skills, and other relevant topics. This 
approach is strengthened by an 
introduction to the use of industry-
standard software.

You can also go on exciting field trips 
to build on your knowledge. In recent 
years, students have travelled to 
Beijing, China, and experienced the 
Olympic structures, the Great Wall of 
China, and attended the 13th China 
International Exhibition of Building 
Materials and Green Construction. In 
the second year, you will attend 
practical field courses covering 
engineering surveying and geology/
geotechnics.

How you will study
The course offers a combination of 
theory and practice, so there is a 
balance of lectures, tutorials and 
practical sessions. Many modules 
require coursework only, while others 
are a mixture of coursework, class tests 
and exams. Presentations are included 
as an element of assessment in some 
modules, so you can develop your 
communication and presentation skills.

Career potential
Employment opportunities for our 
graduates are excellent. We also have 
strong links with industry that can help 
you get a head start in your career. Our 
graduates secure work with consulting 
engineers, civil engineering contractors 
and local authorities, and with a range 
of companies that include Capita 
Symonds, Edmund Nuttall Ltd, Hyder, 
Alan Griffiths Contractors Ltd, Morgan 
Est, Carillion PLC, Mott MacDonald, 
Atkins, Network Rail, United Utilities, 
and various international companies. 

UCAS course code: H201 
• Sandwich HF00
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 240 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, CCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels must 
include Mathematics and/or a 
numerate science or engineering 
subject, eg, Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Geography. An interview 
is required.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years • Part-time 
3 years (post-HNC), 1 year 
(post-HND) 

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Also available at HNC, HND and 
Foundation Degree levels.

Accreditation: Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Institution of Structural 
Engineers, Chartered Institution 
of Highways and Transportation, 
Institute of Highway Engineers, 
and Engineering Council

This degree will give you the intellectual, practical and personal skills 
for a career in civil engineering, including structural design, project 
management, highway engineering, and sustainable design and 
construction. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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E BEng (Hons) / MEng Mechanical Engineering

Mechanical engineers are sought-after 
in all types of industries, from food 
manufacturing to medical supplies, as 
well as in high-profile industries such as 
automobile and aerospace. 

This BEng award was developed with 
engineering professionals, and forms 
an educational base for Chartered 
Engineer status with a period of 
further learning. The MEng complies 
with the standards and expectations 
specified for Professional Engineering 
Competence-2010 (UK-SPEC), to  
form an educational base for 
professional development to  
Chartered Engineer status.

This course is a modern mechanical 
engineering degree that is relevant to 
a range of industries. Our facilities are 
excellent and include computer-aided 
design (CAD) and analysis software, a 
flight simulator, gas turbine plant, laser 
scanning arm, and a rapid prototyping 
machine. 

We have strong links with industry and 
place considerable emphasis on student 
projects, where we have achieved 
outstanding success in national student 
competitions. As part of this course, 
you also have the option to spend a 
year working in industry. This year will 
give you an inside look at the industry, 
can help your grades and boost your 
employability. 

Course content
Subject areas include design, 
mechanics, thermodynamics, control, 
manufacturing, management, and 
mathematics. As well as covering the 
key mechanical engineering subjects, 
you will develop skills in problem 
solving and communication.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
tutorials and seminars. As well as this, 
you will spend time keeping up-to-date 
on relevant issues and preparing for 
lectures. You will also learn through 
practical work, group projects and 
a final-year project, plus visits to 
companies such as GEAES, The Royal 
Mint, and local businesses. You will 
be assessed through a combination of 
examinations and coursework. 

The MEng is a four-year undergraduate 
award that leads to a Masters 
qualification. All students enrol on a 
combined BEng/MEng first year and 
initial selection to the MEng is based 
on your academic achievement in the 
second year.

Career potential
Our graduates have gained a good 
reputation in industry, in areas 
including research and development, 
design, manufacturing management, 
technical sales, and plant engineering.

UCAS course code: H300 
• Sandwich H303
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Must 
include Mathematics and one 
other scientific/technical A-level  
or equivalent. An interview 
is required.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: BEng (Hons): Full-time 
3 years, Sandwich 4 years  
• MEng: Full-time 4 years, 
Sandwich 5 years • Part-time: 
Please contact the University

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, and 
Engineering Council

Would you like to use your mathematical and analytical skills to solve 
real-life problems? This course allows you to do just that. You could 
design, analyse, research and test anything from engines to mechanical 
knee joints or fairground rides. 

 I’ve gained invaluable 
experience and been able to 
apply some of the aspects of my 
work to my degree studies. My 
work is really challenging and 
rewarding – I enjoy seeing the 
designs on paper come to life 
in production. 

Kevin Reith, BEng (Hons) 
Mechanical Engineering

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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English and 
Creative Writing

Maria Murphy, Author
Graduate – BA (Hons) Creative 
and Professional Writing

BA (Hons) Creative and Professional Writing  108

BA (Hons) English Literature 109 

BA (Hons) English 110 

BA (Hons) TESOL (Minor) 111 

You can study English in combination with 

other subjects:

 

Related courses

History 138

American Studies 139

Media courses 152 

Scriptwriting 88

Education 181

Welsh 215 
English and History 36 

English with American Studies 36 

English with Education 36

English with History 36 

English with Professional Welsh 36 

English with TESOL 36

We offer an English and Creative Writing course at 
our Caerleon campus in Newport too – see page 216 
for details.
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E BA (Hons) Creative and Professional Writing 

This inspirational course is your 
opportunity to gain the practical 
knowledge and skills needed by a 
professional writer. The core of the 
degree is a series of practical 
workshops. These will focus on 
developing your work in a range of 
genres, from idea, through draft stages 
to the completed manuscript. Genres 
may include fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
and scriptwriting. 

The University has one of the leading 
creative writing departments in the UK, 
with classes taught by published 
writers, including Des Barry, Barrie 
Llewelyn, Chris Meredith, Catherine 
Merriman, Rob Middlehurst, Tiffany 
Murray, and 2009 TS Eliot Prize and 
2010 Welsh Book of the Year winner, 
Philip Gross.

Course content
In year one, you will study key 
introductory modules such as Starting 
to Write, and Writing Media. You can 
also choose modules in English 
literature and English language 
(including TESOL – Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages). 

In the second year, you can work in a 
wide range of genres, including fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, writing for children, 
and scriptwriting. 

In the third year, you can use what you 
have learnt to produce your creative 
writing dissertation. You can also 

choose from a range of modules in 
which you write and study fiction 
(including short story), non-fiction 
(including travel writing and 
autobiography), and poetry. There are 
also modules available in writing for 
children, independent study, 
scriptwriting, English literature, English 
language and TESOL. 

How you will study
The practical elements of this course, 
including creative writing modules, are 
taught mainly in workshops and 
tutorials. Other aspects use a mix of 
lectures and seminars. Creative writing 
modules are assessed by coursework 
and other modules by coursework and/
or examinations.

Career potential
Studying creative writing will prepare 
you for a range of careers where 
writing and communication skills are 
valued, including teaching, advertising, 
public relations, the civil service, and 
broadcasting. Our graduates have 
found careers in related areas such as 
editing, publishing and writing, 
including journalism. Successful 
students could also continue to our 
postgraduate MPhil in Writing course, 
which has produced over 30 books  
by graduates. 

UCAS course code: W800
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level grade 
B in English or a relevant subject. 
Portfolio or interview considered 
in the case of students without 
formal qualifications.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus,
Pontypridd  

“No creative writing degree can plant the seed of talent in a writer, but 
a good course nurtures that talent, challenges it, and develops it 
confidently as the writer’s technique matures.” Helen Dunmore, poet, 
novelist, and children’s writer.  

 I studied on the Creative and 
Professional Writing degree and 
I loved it. I was a mature student 
so I was a bit nervous but there 
was no need to be – I fitted right 
in and the tutors were so nice.

I’ve finished the first draft of a 
novel and it’s ready to go out 
now into the world of agents and 
publishers.

I also studied TESOL as part of 
my degree so my grammar was 
brilliant by the end of it. My 
favourite time on the course was 
writing my dissertation. I wrote 
14,000 words for my main 
project – my writing just soared 
throughout my dissertation 
thanks to amazing support from 
my tutors. That’s when I really 
came into my own as a writer. 

Maria Murphy,
BA (Hons) Creative and 
Professional Writing

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 
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EBA (Hons) English Literature 

You will be taught by staff who are 
experts in their field and whose 
published work has been recognised  
as internationally excellent and  
world-leading.

Course content
You will begin with the essentials of 
how to study and write about literary 
texts at degree level, and will examine 
the key genres of poetry, fiction and 
drama. You will learn about ideas and 
issues that are at the heart of the 
academic study of literature. The first 
year also offers optional modules in the 
study of poetry, Shakespeare, women’s 
writing, and American fiction. 

In the second year, you will progress to 
the study of distinct literary periods 
such as the Renaissance, Romanticism, 
the 19th century, and Modernism. You 
can also choose from modules in 
American literature, Gothic literature, 
and women’s writing. 

Third year optional modules include 
Gothic literature, myth, crime fiction 
and historical fiction. You can also 
choose to produce a dissertation on a 
subject of your choice, under guidance 
from a lecturer expert in the field. 

How you will study 
You will learn through a flexible 
combination of lectures, seminars, 
workshops, group projects and 
independent study. All modules on the 
course are informed by the research of 
our internationally respected lecturers 
and reflect their enthusiasm for the 
study of literature. Assessment is 
mostly by coursework. This will take 
the form of essays, critical exercises, 
portfolios, and oral presentations. 

Career potential
English literature students develop a 
range of key transferable skills, 
including effective written and oral 
communication skills, critical thinking, 
problem solving, working with others, 
self-awareness, time management and 
achieving targets. Our graduates find 
careers in editing, publishing, 
journalism, teaching, advertising, public 
relations, the civil service, and 
broadcasting. A significant number  
also progress to postgraduate study 
and research.

UCAS course code: Q320
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level grade 
B in English or a relevant subject

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

From the origins of literature to the writing of today, this English 
Literature degree offers you a comprehensive course of study in this 
exciting and challenging field. As well as exploring texts from a wide 
range of periods, you will discover how the study of literature has been 
enriched by approaches and responses that reflect political, cultural, 
linguistic and personal concerns. 

 My course was incredible 
from all aspects. It constantly 
allowed me to surprise myself. 
I never thought I would have 
finished my degree with first-
class Honours, but the staff 
and resources at the University 
allowed me to excel and make 
myself and my family proud.

I cannot recommend the 
University enough – it has given 
me an exceptional education, 
new friends and a passion to 
excel in everything I pursue. 

Hannah Brunning,
BA (Hons) English Literature 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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E BA (Hons) English  

This gives you the opportunity to 
combine the study of literature from 
Renaissance to the present day, the 
study of language in various social 
and cultural contexts, and the study 
and practice of creative writing. The 
course is flexible, so you can choose a 
broad programme of modules from all 
three subjects, or specialise in one or 
two areas.

Course content
In your first year, you will choose 
modules from English Literature, 
English Language and Creative Writing. 
Literature modules on offer include 
Reading Poetry, Women’s Writing, and 
Shakespeare. Language modules 
explore topics such as the influence of 
communicative and sociolinguistic 
contexts, and the past, present and 
future of the English language. Creative 
Writing modules will introduce you to 
the practice of writing in fiction, poetry, 
media, and genres of non-fiction.

In year two, you may choose modules 
from either two or three of the subject 
areas. Literature modules include 
Romanticism and its Context 
1770-1830, the English Renaissance, 
19th Century and American Literature. 
In English Language, there are modules 
in Communication and Persuasion, 
Language Power and Ideology, and 
Societal Bilingualism. Creative Writing 
modules include Writing Fiction, 
Writing Non-fiction, Writing Poetry, and 
Writing for Children.

In your final year, you may specialise in 
one subject area or continue with a 
combination. You can undertake a 
dissertation in one of the subject areas, 
under guidance of an expert supervisor. 

Literature modules include Gothic 
Literature, Poetry by American Women, 
Myth and Narrative, and Genre Fiction. 
In English Language, there are modules 
in Sociolinguistics, Communication and 
the Workplace, plus Language, Gender 
and Sexuality. In Creative Writing, 
modules include Writing, Culture and 
Society, Writing for Children, and an 
Independent Study.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures and 
seminars, and actively participate in 
learning through individual study, and 
written and oral presentations. You will 
also gain experience in group work and 
workshops. 

Creative writing modules are assessed 
by coursework, and other modules by 
coursework and/or exams. Coursework 
will take the form of essays, critical 
exercises, portfolios, and oral 
presentations.

Career potential
Depending on your chosen path, you 
will gain a repertoire of skills in analysis, 
close reading and the practice of 
writing. You also will gain an impressive 
range of key transferable skills, 
including effective written and oral 
communication, critical thinking, 
problem solving, working with others, 
self-awareness and time management. 
The fostering and development of such 
skills as part of the English degree 
programme means that our graduates 
are well prepared for the challenge of 
succeeding in the workplace.

Our graduates have found careers in 
teaching, public relations, publishing, 
the civil service, creative writing and 
journalism. 

UCAS course code: Q301
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level grade 
B in English or a relevant subject

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This distinct and highly flexible course integrates the three closely 
related subject areas of English Literature, English Language and 
Creative Writing into one degree, giving you the chance to effectively 
design your own degree course.

 The course is very diverse, 
offering a variety of subjects 
within literature, language and 
creative writing. With so many 
unique lecturers, it’s hard not to 
be inspired by them. 

Danielle Price,
BA (Hons) English

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

In the latest Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE2008), 90% of 
publications produced by English 
and Creative Writing staff were 
judged to be ‘internationally 
recognised’, with 40% 
classified as ‘world-leading’ or 
‘internationally excellent’.     

Did you know?
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EBA (Hons) TESOL (Minor) 

We are one of very few UK universities 
that offers students the chance to 
graduate not only with a degree, but 
also with a practical teaching 
certificate.*

This Minor award can be combined 
with Major subjects such as English  
or Professional Welsh. Turn to page 
36 for more information about 
combining subjects. 

Course content 
The first year of this course involves an 
in-depth study of the grammar and 
lexis of English, along with an 
introduction to the sounds (phonology) 
of the language. In the second year, 
there is emphasis on classroom 
teaching techniques, as well as the 
study of various teaching methods and 
approaches.

In your final year, you will observe 
experienced EFL (English as a Foreign 
Language) teachers undertake practice 
with international students who are 
learning English at the University, and 
study theories of how languages are 
learnt. Learning on the TESOL Minor 
course is seen as a collaborative 
process, so you will have numerous 
opportunities to work in groups and 
meet students from all corners of the 
world. You will also develop your 
practical skills through plenty of 
hands-on teaching experience, as live 
teaching practice is part of the 
assessment in the third year.

How you will study
You will learn through a combination 
of interactive sessions, such as classes, 
seminars, workshops, teaching practice 
and observation sessions, with plenty 
of support, help and guidance given 
throughout. Assessment involves a 
variety of methods, including in-class 
tests, projects, case studies, reports, 
observed teaching practice sessions, 
and portfolios.

Career potential
There is a growing global demand for 
graduates with a certificate in TESOL. 
This Minor provides a sound foundation 
in teaching English, and on graduation 
you will gain a University of South 
Wales TESOL Certificate.* 

In addition to the TESOL qualification, 
we provide expert advice and guidance 
to help you find employment in the 
field. Many of our TESOL graduates 
have successfully found English 
teaching posts in countries such as 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, Thailand and 
China.

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University (see page 
218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

TESOL is the Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages. 
The option to study TESOL at the University has been created in 
response to the huge worldwide demand for qualified teachers of 
English as a second language – a demand that continues to grow as 
the result of English becoming ‘the world language’. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Depending on demand, teaching 
places may be limited. If this is the 
case, only students selected to 
undertake the third year live teaching 
practice module will gain certification.

 Our TESOL lecturers have 
lots and lots of contacts around 
the world. I’ve now got a job 
teaching in Thailand, and I’m 
really lucky. 

Lisa Fry,  
BA (Hons) English with TESOL,
TESOL Teacher in Thailand
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University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

Events

Right from the first term, you 
will have hands-on experience of 
events management through a 
variety of projects.     

Did you know?

Students at Monster Jam, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff

BA (Hons) Event Management  113

Related courses

Business courses 58 

Lighting Design and Technology 96

Live Event Technology 97

Sport Management 209 
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Events
EBA (Hons) Event Management 

You will graduate from this course with 
knowledge and practical experience of 
running events, and you will have 
essential business skills that you need for 
all kinds of careers. Key organisations, 
including established festival organisers 
and national heritage bodies, deliver 
guest workshops as part of the course, 
so you understand how your learning 
relates to the real world.

Course content
Your first year will include topics 
such as the practical and theoretical 
aspects of events, managing people, the 
role of events in society, and 
foundations in marketing. In the second 
year, you will study event design, 
planning and delivery, how to manage 
event operations, and the social, 
cultural, economic and physical effects 
of events. 

The final year is your chance to explore 
areas such as event policy, strategic 
issues in events, and management skills 
for events. Vital skills addressed at this 
level include how to motivate people, 
negotiation and event business 
etiquette.

You will have the opportunity to work in 
industry through an employability 
module. This module lasts throughout 
your final year, and you can enhance 
your professional development by 
spending the equivalent of one full day 
a week working in an employer 
organisation. You will carry out a 
particular role, work on a specific 
project, or carry out a piece of research 
for the employer. In recent years, our 
students have undertaken placements 

in Hilton Hotels, The Cardiff Story 
Museum, and the Millennium Stadium. 
You will also develop specialist 
knowledge by completing a dissertation 
on a current issue in event 
management.

How you will study
We aim to ensure that all our graduates 
are employable, so practical experience 
is a key element of the course. You will 
benefit from research-led teaching and 
real-time business experiences, as well 
as guest lectures from industry 
practitioners and field trips. We have 
excellent external links with a variety of 
organisations, including BBC Wales, 
Caerphilly County Borough Council 
Tourism and Events, Eventure UK, Welsh 
Government, and Cadw. 

We encourage students to make use of 
our professional links to find a work 
placement. This will put the skills you 
learn into practice and help make you 
and your CV distinctive. Plus, your 
experiences can inform your final year 
studies and even improve your grades.

Career potential
Events are held in all sectors, so your 
skills will be in demand in the private, 
public and voluntary sectors. Whatever 
your interests, there are events to 
match. The general business skills you 
will develop could also lead to careers in 
other areas of business, like sales and 
marketing, PR, or general management. 

UCAS course code: N820
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course provides hands-on experience of events management from 
the start. During the first term you will be involved in a variety of event 
management activities, such as helping plan and deliver a weekend 
Christmas Fayre in the local community. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 My favourite module is 
planning and managing events 
– it’s what I want to do and we 
have planned student events 
in the Students’ Union. Lots of 
people want to get into working 
for music festivals, but I want to 
go into hotels and conferences. 
The course has given me enough 
confidence and experience to 
do this. 

Sara Loveday,
BA (Hons) Event Management 
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Fashion and Interior
Design

Fashion students have their own 
building with purpose-designed 
workrooms for design and display 
of their work. You can take a 
virtual tour on our website:
www.southwales.ac.uk/360

Did you know?

BA (Hons) Fashion Design  115

BA (Hons) Fashion Promotion 117 

BA (Hons) Interior Design  118

BA (Hons) Fashion Marketing and Retail Design  119

Related courses

Graphic Communication  83

TV and Film Set Design 89

Sophie Haggart, BA (Hons) Interior Design

We offer a Fashion Design course at our City campus 
in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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Fashion and Interior Design

 This fashion design course 
encourages originality and 
enables you to grow and evolve 
into whatever type of designer 
you want to be. Whether crazy 
and conceptual is your thing, 
or chic and simple; the staff are 
super supportive and have tons of 
knowledge to pass on. 

Alyyson Arscott, 
BA (Hons) Fashion Design

UCAS course code: W230 
• Sandwich W231 (see page 222 
for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required 
to attend an interview with a 
fashion design-focused portfolio. 
Garments should be brought to 
the interview where possible.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM and Cromwell 
House, Cardiff Campus

You will work on industry-informed 
briefs to develop your creativity 
and technical ability. Through your 
studio practice, you will learn how 
to integrate design, technology 
and theory to create the finished 
product. As well as practical skills, 
you will explore the wider concerns of 
contemporary fashion, such as ethics, 
global resources and the environment. 

To enhance your career opportunities, 
we place emphasis on creative and 
consumer market research, creative 
design, technological innovation, and 
digital visualisation. To experience 
this fast-paced industry, you can take 
extended professional work placements 
during an optional sandwich year, or 
study overseas through the Erasmus 
exchange programme.

Course content
Your first year focuses on developing 
and applying core skills for fashion 
design, including fashion theory and 
contextual studies, creative research 
and development of ideas, 2D design, 
technical specification, communication 
and presentation techniques, 
understanding and applying colour and 
fabric trends, surface manipulation, 
pattern cutting, garment construction, 
and 3D realisation of garments  
and looks.

You will build on these skills in the 
second year, where your studio practice 
will focus on the working environment, 
with industry-sponsored briefs, live 
projects and competitions. You will 
learn about the principles of building a 
range, manufacture, production, and 
product development, which underpin 
all commercial fashion design work. 

The exciting final year draws on 
everything you have learned. Based 
on your fashion forecast and design 
philosophy, you will instigate a major 
fashion design project and negotiate 
your brief to create a pre-collection 
and then a full collection of fashion 
looks, with supporting industry-level 
production packs and rationale. Your 
studies will culminate in a self-directed 
professional strategies campaign that 
will launch you and your collection 
into your chosen area of the fashion 
industry.

How you will study
You will develop your practical skills 
using our facilities, which include 
dedicated studios and workshops five 
days a week. You will have access to 
specialist computer-aided design and 
manufacturing facilities, and be at the 
heart of Cardiff’s cultural environment. 
To build your understanding of theory 
and context, there are integrated 
lectures, workshops, demonstrations, 
tutorials, and visiting speakers from 
industry and academia. You are also 
encouraged to collaborate on projects 
with students from fashion and other 
subjects, as well as industrial partners.

Career potential
You will have the potential to work 
across the fashion industry, from 
designer to high street, with the power 
to influence the latest styles and trends. 
Graduates can progress to a range of 
design-related careers such as fashion 
researcher, menswear or womenswear 
designer, design assistant, pattern 
technologist, production co-ordinator, 
fashion illustrator and fashion stylist.

Fashion is an ever-changing industry that needs professionals who can 
respond to its challenges. We aim to help you become one of these 
professionals – a 21st century designer who can provide design 
innovation, use digital technology and show market awareness.  

BA (Hons) Fashion Design 



Garments designed by Miluse Gebauerova, 
BA (Hons) Fashion Design, year one, and modelled 
as part of the Platfform 2012 showcase
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FBA (Hons) Fashion Promotion 

Your studies will introduce you to a 
broad range of promotional methods, 
while exploring the importance of 
brand identity and the role of fashion in 
modern society. You will gain the skills 
for a career in the fashion industry, 
and develop the creative and technical 
ability to produce original promotional 
material and imagery. 

You will work on collaborative projects 
with students from other courses, 
and take part in live projects with 
established fashion and retail brands. 
There is also the opportunity to gain 
valuable hands-on experience and 
insider knowledge through a year-long 
work placement at the end of your 
second year.

Course content
The first two years cover a wide range 
of subjects, allowing you time to 
explore a variety of directions before 
deciding on a particular focus for your 
final year. Throughout the course, 
you will consider the wider context of 
fashion in relation to the economic, 
social, technological and ethical 
issues that shape its development and 
influence consumer behaviour. Projects 
will expose you to the practicalities of 
project management, art direction and 
promotional design. 

During the first year, emphasis is on 
visualisation techniques, research 
methods and the creative process. You 
will also be introduced to marketing 
theory and branding. In the second 
year, you will progress to larger, 
industry-led projects on specific areas 
such as buying and merchandising, 

photography, and fashion media. In 
the final year, the major project focuses 
on your personal area of interest and 
expertise through a highly creative, 
industry-standard project that will 
demonstrate your knowledge, skills and 
ability to potential employers. 

How you will study
You will study in a creative 
environment, with dedicated studios 
and experienced, committed staff. You 
will learn through a mixture of lectures, 
seminars and studio workshops, with 
an emphasis on practical engagement 
with the subject. The focus is on 
developing transferable skills such as 
research, analysis, communication, 
visual presentation, enterprise and 
reflective practice. You will work 
on Mac computers throughout the 
course, becoming proficient in various 
packages such as Photoshop and 
InDesign. Fashion Promotion studios 
in Cromwell House provide spaces for 
lectures, group work, photography and 
visual merchandising.

Career potential
The skills and knowledge gained 
on this course will equip you for a 
range of career paths. Possible areas 
of employment are buying, retail, 
merchandising, brand management, 
visual display, PR, e-commerce, fashion 
media, marketing, or art direction. 
Students interested in specialising in 
graphic communication, journalism 
or photography are encouraged and 
assisted with applications for further 
study at Masters level. 

UCAS course code: WN25 
• Sandwich WNF5 (see page 222 
for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM and Cromwell 
House, Cardiff Campus

The fashion industry is one of the largest and most dynamic sectors in 
the UK, employing over 800,000 people and directly contributing over 
£20bn to the economy each year. The methods used to promote and sell 
fashion brands are vital to maintain this high level of commercial success. 
The balance between creativity and commerce is crucial for the fashion 
industry, and is examined at length on this course, which is divided 
equally between the study of business and marketing theory, 
and the development of effective visual communication skills. 

 I love my course! You get to 
try everything and it gives you the 
chance to be really creative. You 
get to work with real businesses 
– we did a project with a store in 
Cardiff and I won £500. 

The tutors are really good at 
what they do and know people 
in the industry. They help you 
with networking and building 
contacts, which is a really big 
thing. 

Jenna Phillips, 
BA (Hons) Fashion Promotion

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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F BA (Hons) Interior Design 

Throughout your studies, you will 
balance your creativity with practicality. 
You will gain a strong theoretical 
base for your creative concepts, while 
learning how to use technology to 
solve design problems. To ensure 
you have the skills for a successful 
professional career, you will come to 
understand the ergonomic and spatial 
qualities of design in the context of 
design history and current practice.

It’s not all classroom-based either. You 
can use your skills and get valuable 
experience through a year-long work 
placement with an interior design or 
architectural company. On our field 
trips, you will see some of the world’s 
best contemporary interior design – we 
have taken students to Tokyo, Chicago, 
Amsterdam, Milan, Barcelona, Berlin 
and Venice (additional costs apply). To 
get inside information and the latest 
practical advice, you will also work with 
interior designers and professionals 
from related fields.

Course content
In the first year, you start with the 
principles of interior design and 
applications that help you transfer 
your ideas to print. During the second 
year, you will progress to larger design 
projects, exploring commercial and 
theoretical concepts in spatial design. 

In the final year, you will work on a 
self-chosen final creative project, plus 
either complete a minor design project 
or enter a design competition. You will 
also gain skills that will make you more 
attractive to employers, such as project 
management.

Live projects are a feature of years two 
and three. Due to our excellent links 
with industry, the work produced by 
our students is regularly selected and 
used by partner companies. You can 
also work on industry-related projects 
that may lead to work placements. 
These projects give you the chance 
to work with professional designers, 
learning how to handle a project with 
real clients and budgets, and how to 
operate as a freelance designer. 

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars, tutorials, workshops and 
computer laboratories, and will 
present and debate your work with 
fellow students. In our professional, 
creative environment, you will learn 
how to communicate your design 
ideas through manual draughting and 
computer-drawing programmes such as 
AutoCAD and 3D StudioMax. 

You will be assessed by coursework and 
class tests. Self-assessment, company 
assessment and academic assessment 
of coursework means that you get 
feedback from different perspectives.

Career potential
Successful graduates of this course 
are employed as interior designers 
in design and architectural firms. 
Graduates may work in interior 
design companies, architectural 
companies, branding companies, 
exhibition and museum design, retail 
design, commercial display, visual 
merchandising, and as a design
researcher or project manager. 
A number of graduates have also 
chosen to set up their own 
design companies. 

UCAS course code: W250 • 
Sandwich W252 (see page 222 
for deadline)
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art or design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

Do you have a creative flair and a good eye for design? Modern 
companies need designers who can respond quickly to changes in 
world markets and technology, as well as being competent in IT skills 
and design management. This award-winning course has been designed 
to prepare you for success in a growing and competitive design industry.  

 I chose this course because it 
has a balance of architecture and 
visuals, with the right level of 
depth. We’re quite competitive 
and you’ve got to work hard, but 
it’s a really good course that will 
prepare you for industry when 
you graduate. 

Sara Foster,
BA (Hons) Interior Design 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 
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BA (Hons) Fashion Marketing and Retail Design*  

Your studies will examine consumer 
behaviour and the way fashion 
retail products are presented and 
marketed. This centres on the idea 
of omni-channel distribution; a new 
wave of retailing that responds to the 
demands and lifestyle of an increasingly 
sophisticated 21st century consumer. 
There is no other course in the UK 
that focuses on the design of these 
customer touch points. 

By concentrating purely on fashion 
retailing, this course emphasises the 
unique characteristics of the fashion 
market. This makes it different from 
other retail-related awards, because it 
considers fit, adoption of trends, and 
identity. 

Course content
Year one: Visualisation • Principles 
of fashion marketing • Creativity and 
ideas development • History of fashion 
and retail • Trend forecasting • Colour 
• Retail branding

Year two: E-commerce • Retail 
experience and service design 
• M-commerce (mobile applications) 
• Store layout and visual merchandising 
• Consumer buyer behaviour • Fashion 
buying and merchandising • Fashion 
retail industry 

Year three: Retail strategy 
• Entrepreneurship • Extended research 
project • Final major project 

How you will study
You will learn in a variety of ways, 
including lectures, workshops, case 
studies, presentations, field trips, 
group work, and guests speakers from 
industry. You will be set live briefs, 
which are projects that replicate the 
workplace and involve working closely 
with external organisations. There are 
also opportunities to work with other 
students and external organisations at 
all levels of the course. These projects 
and this way of working will develop 
skills that you will need to work 
successfully in the creative industries. 

Work experience is an important part 
of this course, and you could choose 
to spend up to a year in industry as 
part of your course. Students have 
gained placements with a number of 
high-profile fashion retailers, including 
Browns, Harvey Nichols, Urban 
Outfitters, Monsoon/Accessorize, 
Diesel, Toast, and John Lewis.

You will have an opportunity to travel 
to cities known for their cutting-edge 
approach to fashion and retail, such as 
London and New York. Coursework will 
be created on Mac computers using 
Adobe Creative Suite and 3Ds Max, as 
well as iPads. 

Career potential
By graduation, you will be able to 
develop comprehensive marketing and 
communication strategies for engaging 
and retaining customers, taking 
account of global markets and ethical 
concerns.

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
an art and design-related subject. 
Applicants will be required to 
attend an interview, to which 
they should bring a portfolio of 
relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM and Cromwell 
House, Cardiff Campus

It is essential that brands connect with their customers across a variety 
of channels. They need to offer a choice of shopping experiences that 
allow the customer to access products when, where and how this is 
convenient for them. This specialist, industry-focused course is for 
those who wish to pursue a career in creating concepts for fashion 
retailing environments. 

UCAS course code: WN2N
UCAS campus code: B

*Subject to validation.
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Geography, Geology 
and the Environment 

We are the only university in 
Wales to offer volcanology study.       

Did you know?

BA (Hons) Geography 121 

BSc (Hons) Geography  122

BSc (Hons) Physical Geography 123

BSc (Hons) Geology  125 

BSc (Hons) Sustainable Energy Science 126

You can study some of these subjects in 
combination:

Geology and Physical Geography 36

Physical Geography with Geology 36

100% of our Geography and 
Environment graduates are in 
employment or further study 
within six months of graduation.      

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)

Tropical Ecology field course, Cuba
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 BA (Hons) Geography is such 
a varied degree. It gives you the 
opportunity to develop new 
passions that you had never even 
considered before; I particularly 
took a shine to sustainability. As 
well as the course keeping you 
on your toes, the field trips are 
always a top priority – one a year 
and each one as interesting as 
the last. 

I am currently in Poland on an 
environmental internship, this is 
without doubt due to my degree, 
its diversity and dynamic teaching 
methods. The course has my full 
recommendation to anyone with 
any interest in geography, large 
or small. You will find something 
to love on this course. 

Amy Smith,
BA (Hons) Geography

UCAS course code: L701
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation:

Geography, Geology and the Environm
ent 

We live in a rapidly changing and richly 
diverse world. By examining the 
economic, social, cultural and political 
processes that shape policy, you will 
build a deep understanding of the key 
geographical principles, concepts and 
new ideas in geography. You will 
engage with the process of identifying 
and resolving societal dilemmas and 
uncertainties, and question how your 
perceptions of place, space and 
landscape are shaped and influenced. 

Course content
This course will take you from the 
cosmopolitan city to the increasingly 
commodified countryside, looking at 
sustainable community development, 
identity and nationhood in an era of 
globalisation. Year one provides the 
foundation for your study. You can 
specialise in areas that interest you and 
suit your career aims in years two  
and three.

Year one: Urban and rural change 
• Place, space and identity 
• Introduction to geographical 
information systems • Field techniques 
and research methods • Landform 
systems • Global systems

Year two: Environmental resource 
management • City life and country 
living • Managing sustainable 
development • Participatory geography 
• Developing field skills • Remote
sensing and spatial analysis • Fluvial 
and glacial environments

Year three: Rural geography: 
Representation and reality • Urban 
geography: Space, society and 
difference • Reading the contemporary 
landscape • Community development 
• Management of environmental 
hazards • Advanced geospatial analysis 

• Geography field course 
• Dissertation • Work-based learning

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
workshops, seminars and tutorials. 
You will have the opportunity to 
witness human geography in the field, 
in locations such as Cornwall, Ireland 
or Scotland, or further afield in 
Amsterdam, Paris, New York or 
Australia.* Getting involved with a 
range of community initiatives also 
provides practical experience. 
Innovative assessment methods include 
the production of audio walks, 
eco-documentaries, spatial blogs and 
community strategy development. 
These complement traditional methods 
such as essays, oral and written 
presentations, examinations and 
reports. This ensures you build 
confidence and a portfolio of 
transferable skills for the workplace.

Career potential
Geography graduates have abilities and 
qualities that are prized by employers 
across all sectors. A skills and career 
development pathway is built into the 
course to ensure that our graduates are 
ready for the world of work. 
Engagement in a number of 
partnerships will contribute to your 
portfolio of graduate skills. Work-based 
learning modules provide a further 
opportunity for you to gain key 
employability skills, working with local 
community groups, school or 
conservation organisations, utility or 
retail companies. Our graduates have 
pursued careers in environmental 
planning and management, GIS, local 
government, education for sustainable 
development, the retail sector, and 
postgraduate study.

As a geographer, you will participate in an experiential learning 
programme that immerses you in the challenges confronting society in 
the 21st century. This degree presents an integrated view of the 
interconnected, yet complex world in which we live. Creative and 
innovative approaches to study will ensure an exciting exploration of 
the rich interaction between place, people and society. 

BA (Hons) Geography 

*Additional costs apply.
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G BSc (Hons) Geography 

We emphasise relevant contemporary 
issues, which will engage you in an 
exploration of the political, economic, 
social and cultural activities that shape 
people and places in a global society. 
Each year, you will explore critical issues 
that challenge 21st century societies, 
environments and cultures, from local 
to global scales. Through this approach, 
you will appreciate the relationship 
between human and non-human 
environments, and how to sustain their 
delicate balance.

Learning in and through diverse 
locations not only provides 
unforgettable experiences, but also 
essential skills that will improve your 
employability. This experiential learning 
can take you from the local to the 
international; from rural Pembrokeshire 
to New York’s iconic cityscape, the 
hazardous volcanic landscape of Sicily 
or Malta’s dynamic coastline to the 
changing face of community in the 
Netherlands or Uganda.*

Your studies are designed to maximise 
your career potential. Career 
workshops and work-based learning 
are built into the course so you build 
confidence and become an employable 
graduate.

Course content
Year one: Landform systems • Global 
systems • Place, nation and identity 
• Urban and rural change 
• Introduction to geographical 
information systems • Investigative 
techniques and research methods

Year two: Coastal environments and 
biogeography • Fluvial and glacial 
environments • Environmental 
resource management • Managing 
sustainable development • City life 
and country living • Spatial data 

processing and remote sensing 
• Developing field skills

Year three: Management of 
environmental hazards • Sea level 
change and coastal management 
• Climatic and environmental change 
• Urban geography: Space, society and 
difference • Rural geography: 
Representation and reality • Reading 
the contemporary landscape 
• Regional geography field course 
• Advanced geospatial analysis 
• Work-based learning • Dissertation

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
workshops, seminars, tutorials and 
practical laboratory work. Fieldwork, 
both day-long and residential, will build 
your transferable skills. Hands-on 
training in bespoke GIS and remote 
sensing labs will develop your practical 
skills further. Assessment combines 
traditional methods such as essays, 
examinations, group project work, oral 
and poster presentations, with 
innovative methods that include writing 
reports, community-based strategy 
development, and multimedia project 
work.

Career potential
This is a contemporary programme of 
study that provides relevant knowledge 
and skills for today’s employment 
market. Geographers are ideally 
equipped to understand the world 
about us, our interaction with it and 
consider its sustainability. This insight 
ensures that you are highly employable 
in a wide range of professions. Career 
opportunities exist in environment 
agencies and consultancies, town and 
country planning, public administration, 
retail management, utility companies, 
teaching, or further study. 

UCAS course code: F801
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation:

Geography is dynamic and provides a transformative learning 
experience. You will discover the way in which the environment affects 
human life and culture, and in turn, how humans alter and transform 
that environment. 

 My time on the BSc (Hons)
Geography has been amazing 
and I have loved every minute. 
For me the fieldwork was 
an important part and has 
always been great fun. The 
highlight would have to be the 
Uganda fieldtrip, it was a great 
experience. 

The lecturers are friendly and 
helpful, and the range of 
different assignments offers 
useful skills for the future and the 
workplace. 

Michael Pennifold, 
BSc (Hons) Geography

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

*Additional costs apply.
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BSc (Hons) Physical Geography 

On this course, you will develop 
a broad background in physical 
geography, plus the ability to develop 
scientific principles and apply them 
to related questions and problems. 
Through considerable emphasis on field 
and laboratory techniques, you will 
gain a wide range of practical skills. 

There are also work placement 
opportunities as part of your studies. 
Lasting up to a year, these will give you 
new skills and experiences that can 
improve your CV and your final year 
grades. Students have worked in areas 
such as planning, flood management, 
recycling, geographical information 
systems (GIS), and environmental 
hazards.

Course content
On this course, you can study many 
aspects of the physical environment. 
These include: 
• Climate change and atmospheric 
circulation • Environmental hazards 
and their management • Tectonic 
geomorphology and volcanicity 
• Surface processes and 
geomorphology • Flooding, hydrology 
and water resources • Integrated 
coastal zone management 
• Biogeography and ecology 
• Soils • Quaternary and Holocene 
environmental changes • Environmental 
sustainability • Management and 
law • Energy resources and waste 
management • Pollution impacts and 
contaminated land survey • GIS 
• Remote sensing • Surveying and 
global positioning systems 

No physical geography degree can 
be confined to a classroom and 
our diverse field courses make this 
degree unique. Almost all modules 
are supported by field courses that 

exploit the fact we are close to some 
of the UK’s best landscapes, including 
the Brecon Beacons National Park, 
Glamorgan Heritage Coast, Gower 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
and the Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. You can also study further 
afield in other areas of the UK and 
Europe (Sicily, Malta), as well as on 
tropical expeditions to Uganda and 
Kenya, Cuba, Honduras, or Indonesia 
(additional costs apply).

How you will study
Study in lectures is combined with 
hands-on practical experience through 
field courses and laboratory work, 
taught by a range of specialists. You 
will study a broad range of core and 
optional subjects in new facilities at our 
Glyntaff campus. Many elements have 
a vocational orientation and focus on 
practical applications, using industry-
standard and research/specialist 
software.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
be able to apply scientific principles 
to related questions and problems. 
Your knowledge and skills can be 
used professionally and commercially, 
working for environmental agencies, 
public administration, or in research 
towards a sustainable economy and 
environment. Our graduates enjoy 
diverse career pathways and we are 
proud of their success. Some work 
as environmental consultants in 
private industry, consultancies and 
government, using their GIS skills, flood 
management expertise and knowledge 
of coastal planning. Many graduates 
choose teaching or work for local 
authorities, while others progress to 
postgraduate study.

UCAS course code: F840
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
to include a science such as 
Geography or Mathematics, and 
to exclude General Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation:

Physical geography is concerned with features of the Earth’s surface, 
the processes that shape them and human interaction with them. 
As pressures on the planet intensify, geographical knowledge and 
insight are increasingly important, professionally and commercially.  

 The best thing about 
geography is the opportunity to 
visit places you would never have 
dreamed of visiting. During my 
second year, we visited Sicily to 
study volcanology – witnessing a 
volcano erupting was amazing. 
We also visited Honduras and 
Indonesia to study tropical 
ecology, looking at rainforests 
and reefs. This was a once in a 
lifetime experience. After gaining 
my degree I went on to complete 
an MSc in Environmental 
Conservation Management. 

Paul Wood, 
BSc (Hons) Physical 
Geography, 
Environmental Risk Manager
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University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

Students analysing samples in our new purpose-built 
science laboratories, Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd
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BSc (Hons) Geology 

Geology is concerned with the Earth’s 
origin, structure, composition and 
history, as well as the physical, chemical 
and biological processes that have 
formed it. Geologists also maintain 
our supply of vital natural resources, 
including oil, gas, aggregates, metals 
and water. With increasing population 
and development, the demand for 
geologists is always high and will 
continue to grow.

Your studies will explore diverse topics, 
including how to describe, analyse and 
interpret rocks, how volcanoes work, 
how mountains are formed, how ice 
ages originate, how and why Mars 
differs from Earth, and what Britain 
was like 300 million years ago. You 
will also learn skills that are vital to 
geologists in the workplace, including 
GIS, exploration geology and geophysics.

Throughout the course, you will 
experience many different and exciting 
field locations (additional costs 
apply for overseas trips). Field course 
destinations include Iceland, Etna and 
Vesuvius, Dorset, Pembrokeshire and 
the Lake District. You will also complete 
a four-week geological mapping 
exercise in France, Iceland or south 
Wales. You can also spend a year in 
the workplace, which will boost your 
employability and could improve your 
final grades.

Course content
In the first year, you will gain basic 
geological knowledge and scientific 
background. In years two and three, 
you will enjoy more detailed study and 
develop practical and transferable skills. 

Year one: Introductory geology: Theory 
• Introductory geology: Practice 
• Introductory field and research skills 
1 and 2 • Analytical techniques 

• Introduction to geochemistry 
• Introduction to geophysics 
• Introductory GIS

Year two: Developing field skills 
• Earth history • Palaeontology 
• Igneous and metamorphic petrology 
• Structural geology • Sedimentology 
• Remote sensing and spatial analysis

Year three: Independent mapping 
• Dissertation or work-based learning 
• Engineering and environmental 
geology • Volcanology • Geophysical 
methods • Earth resources

How you will study
The focus of this degree is hands-
on learning, so you will gain useful, 
practical skills that are supported by 
the study of theory. Most modules 
are taught through a mix of lectures 
and practical laboratory exercises, 
in excellent laboratories. We pride 
ourselves on offering extensive 
fieldwork in the UK and overseas, 
including Mount Etna and Iceland. The 
course contains around 35% practical 
work and most modules include a 
fieldwork element.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
understand scientific principles and 
be able to apply them to geological 
questions and problems. Our graduates 
have varied careers in the UK and 
overseas, including site investigation 
and environmental assessment, land 
reclamation, water resources and 
mining. The third year of the course is 
tailored to allow a route into industry, 
or a route into research or academia. 
A number of our graduates continue 
to postgraduate courses or research 
degrees, either here or elsewhere.

UCAS course code: F600 
• Sandwich F601
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 240 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, CCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels must 
include a science but exclude 
General Studies.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Geology is the study of the world beneath your feet – it’s the course to 
choose if you are interested in the outdoors and want to understand how 
the landscape, the planet and life have changed over millions of years.  

 My experience was very 
positive and I enjoyed the course 
immensely. Lots of practical 
components of the course have 
been very useful in my role with 
an environmental consultancy, 
conducting site investigations for 
contaminated land. I was able to 
hit the ground running from the 
start. The quality of lecturing was 
very high and staff were always 
available to discuss coursework 
and other course-related issues.

Nick Bunn,
BSc (Hons) Geology
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BSc (Hons) Sustainable Energy Science*

This course concentrates on the 
underlying science that is put to 
use in the production and service of 
sustainable energy technology such 
as materials science, microbiology, 
physics, and environmental chemistry, 
while demonstrating how these 
can be applied in industry. As well 
as traditional aspects of sustainable 
energy such as wind, solar and water 
power, you will also study subjects such 
as bioenergy, the hydrogen economy, 
and renewable heat.

There is an exciting programme of field 
visits, which put your studies in context 
and offer valuable practical experience. 
You can also spend a year working 
in industry as part of your studies. 
This experience will impress potential 
employers and can often improve your 
final year grades.

The course is delivered by members 
of the Sustainable Environment 
Research Centre (SERC), a leading 
and internationally recognised centre 
for over 30 years. SERC is home 
to The Wales Centre of Excellence 
for Anaerobic Digestion and the 
University’s Centre for Renewable 
Hydrogen Research and Demonstration, 
the first centre of its type in Wales.

Course content
Year one: Introduction to sustainable 
energy science • Energy labs 1 
• Energy transfer processes 
• Introduction to sustainable electricity 
• Physical systems • Analysis for 
scientists • Environmental chemistry 
• Introduction to bioenergy science 
• Experimental design and data analysis

Year two: Sustainable energy materials 
science • Principles of wind energy 
• Energy labs 2 • Energy supply and 

distribution • Principles of bioenergy 
systems • Industrial and site visits 
• Principles of sustainable energy 
systems • Sustainability, policy and 
legislation • Project preparation

Year three: Principles of energy from 
water • Renewable heat processes 
• Advanced bioenergy systems 
• Principles of solar energy • The low 
carbon and hydrogen economy 
• Dissertation

How you will study
Each module will involve around 
three hours each week in lectures, 
and tutorials, laboratory classes and 
e-learning where appropriate. You will 
be assessed as you progress, through 
a mixture of coursework assignments 
and formal exams at the end of each 
year. Coursework involves group and 
individual mini-projects, laboratory and 
site-visit reports, and poster and oral 
presentations. You will also complete a 
dissertation in your final year.

Career potential
This degree is designed to develop 
cutting-edge knowledge and high-level 
practical skills relevant to many areas 
of graduate employment, particularly 
scientific and technological roles related 
to energy and the environment. These 
include positions in local authorities, 
government regulatory agencies, 
manufacturing industries, energy and 
environmental consultancy companies, 
waste management companies, water 
companies, environmental and energy 
advice centres, research centres, and 
national and international non-
governmental organisations. There is 
also the opportunity to progress to 
postgraduate study at the University. 

UCAS course code: H22C
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
to include two sciences, eg, 
Chemistry, Maths, Biology and 
Physics, at C grade or above, and 
to exclude General Studies. 

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Sustainable energy is key to solving the problem of climate change. 
This degree in sustainable energy science will enable you to develop 
knowledge and skills for a career in this growth industry. 

*Subject to validation.

G
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Related course

Clinical Exercise Physiology and Rehabilitation 
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Our Clinical Simulation Centre 
offers our students a life-like 
clinical experience. This training 
facility has a ward area, maternity 
suite and Intensive Care Unit, 
and is home to a large family of 
sophisticated, life-size medical 
manikins that can mimic the 
acutely ill adult and child. They 
can talk, breath, bleed, blink and 
cry and even give birth! 

Did you know?

We offer a Community Health and Well-being course 
at our Caerleon campus in Newport too – see page 
216 for details.



He
al

th
 S

ci
en

ce
s

128

H

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

Master of Chiropractic (MChiro)

You will study and understand the 
human body in health and disease,  
be able to identify abnormalities of 
human structure and function, and 
manage them through therapy  
and rehabilitation. 

Clinical experience is a major 
component of your training – it will 
improve your ability, confidence and 
employability. For this reason, we 
introduce aspects of clinical work from 
the outset and carefully integrate this 
to reinforce your academic study. There 
is a gradual development in clinical 
expertise throughout the course, until 
you can work under supervision as a 
student clinician and provide 
chiropractic care to patients at the 
Welsh Institute of Chiropractic 
outpatient clinic. This clinical training 
includes a hospital placement scheme 
to enhance your knowledge and 
experience. 

We are the only university in the UK to 
offer a fully integrated undergraduate 
Masters degree programme that is 
accredited by both the General 
Chiropractic Council (GCC) and the 
European Council on Chiropractic 
Education (ECCE). This degree also 
meets international chiropractic 
educational standards and generous 
funding arrangements are available for 
students from the EU.

Course content
You will develop a critical, analytical 
and evaluative approach to the 
principles and practice of chiropractic. 
You will gain investigative skills and see 
chiropractic in the context of other 
health-related professions. Your 
training means you will understand the 
scientific principles relevant to 
chiropractic and general healthcare, 

and be able to diagnose and manage a 
range of relevant, health-related 
conditions. To improve your 
employability, you will gain effective 
communication and practical skills 
relevant to professional practice,  
and understand the legal and business 
framework of the professional 
chiropractor.

How you will study
You will typically spend around 20 
hours each week in lectures, practicals, 
tutorials, laboratory, or clinical work, 
depending on the topic. The final year 
clinical training element consists of 13 
months in the chiropractic outpatient 
clinic at the University, working under 
the close supervision of fully qualified 
chiropractic staff. 

Assessment methods include written 
tests, multiple choice tests, coursework, 
group presentations, practical 
assessments, objective structured 
clinical exams, and objective structured 
long examination records. 

Career potential
Graduates meet national and 
international chiropractic accreditation 
standards. You will be eligible to apply 
for registration with the General 
Chiropractic Council (GCC) to practise 
as a chiropractor in the UK 
independent sector. There are also 
career opportunities in education, or 
you could specialise in sports medicine, 
rehabilitation, clinical imaging, 
neurology, or research. Chiropractic is a 
growing profession, so there is a very 
high employment uptake. Your 
qualifications will offer an opportunity 
to apply for registration and 
employment in other countries 
worldwide. 

UCAS course code: B320
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
must include Biology and normally 
Chemistry, and exclude General 
Studies. A satisfactory Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau (or 
national equivalent) disclosure 
(no offences are considered 
spent). Provision of evidence of 
observation of a chiropractor in 
clinical practice and a statement 
of health is required. All applicants 
are interviewed. An IELTS (or 
equivalent) minimum average 
score of 7.0 for non-UK applicants 
is required.

Length: Full-time 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: General 
Chiropractic Council (GCC) 
and the European Council on 
Chiropractic Education (ECCE)

Chiropractic is a fast-growing, independent, regulated profession 
that focuses on a manual approach to healthcare. If you want to be 
a chiropractor, this qualification will provide the appropriate clinical 
methodology, education and training to meet registration requirements 
in the UK. 

 Getting ready to enter clinic 
as a Senior Student Clinician was 
pretty exciting. A highlight for 
me was putting everything I’ve 
learned into clinical practice and 
improving patients’ quality of 
life. 

Marc Foster, MChiro
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Health Sciences
HBSc (Hons) Health and Social Care 

This course will give you the 
knowledge and skills to work as a 
manager, support worker, or assistant 
practitioner in health and/or social care 
settings, including the voluntary and 
independent sectors. Getting out of the 
classroom and into the workplace is a 
key part of your learning, so there are 
placements in health and social care 
environments throughout the course.

The structure of this programme offers 
you flexibility, with four different exit 
points to get started in your new 
career. Depending on how much of the 
course you complete, you can gain a 
Certificate, Diploma, BSc, or BSc (Hons) 
in Health and Social Care. Studying 
either part, or the entire course, will 
prepare you academically for roles at 
Levels 2-5 in the Skills for Health  
career framework.

Course content
You will learn about all aspects of 
the service user’s journey through 
health or social care agencies. Your 
studies will cover health promotion, 
communication, collaboration, 
confidentiality, making decisions, law, 
social policy, cognitive behavioural 
therapy, consent, promoting 
independence and wellbeing culture, 
leadership, and management. You will 
also gain essential skills in key practice 
areas, such as resuscitation, conflict, 
risk, supporting the management of 
medicines, care of the unconscious 
patient, managing people and services. 

In the third year, there are optional 
modules available to help you tailor 
the degree to your career aims. Areas 
include disaster healthcare, public 
health, the growing or learning child, 
decision making, research, or a project 
in a subject of your choice.

How you will study
The way you learn will vary depending 
on the topic, but could include 
interactive tutorials, student-led 
seminars, critical incident analysis, role 
play, or a range of groupwork activities. 
On some modules, you will learn with 
students from other disciplines to  
gain an insight into what it takes to 
work with health and social  
care professionals. 

To reflect the real world of work, 
modules are assessed in a variety of 
ways through group and individual 
presentations, reports, portfolio, 
literature review, care plan and case 
analysis, project work, and essays.

Career potential
You could work in health promotion, 
further education, NHS management, 
advocacy, supervisory, service 
co-ordination or care co-ordinator 
positions, in home care, care homes, 
social accommodation, reablement 
and integrated teams. Positions 
are available in public, private and 
voluntary sectors, or with organisations 
such as MIND or Communities First, 
Community Health Council, domestic 
violence, learning disabilities, and drug 
and alcohol teams. 

Many of our students go on to 
postgraduate studies in research, public 
health, law, education and professions 
such as occupational therapy, nursing 
and social work.

UCAS course code: L510
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies. 
A satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) and 
registration with the Independent 
Safeguarding Authority. An 
interview is required.

Access criteria: 60 credits; 45 at 
Level 3 and 15 at Level 2, eg, 
6 Distinction, 33 Merits, 6 Passes.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

A career in health and social care is a demanding but rewarding choice. 
This degree is a gateway to a variety of roles and responsibilities in  
the health and social care sectors, from working with individuals to  
managing people. 

 I’m enjoying the course so far 
– it is very interesting as it covers 
more than one area of the health 
service. This course opens up 
many opportunities in the health 
sector, so I think my job search 
will be over a wider area. 

Joanne Jones, 
BSc (Hons) Health and  
Social Care

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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BSc (Hons) Medical Sciences 

You will be introduced to the 
fundamentals of medical science and 
gain valuable clinical training and 
research experience. Subject areas 
such as anatomy, biochemistry and 
physiology are reinforced by practical 
modules in our state-of-the-art clinical 
simulation facilities, which are among 
the best in the UK. To improve your 
employability, you will gain extra skills 
and experience through short work 
placements with local health boards. 

Uniquely, we developed this course in 
collaboration with Cardiff University 
to offer you an extra career option. 
Every year, we identify a selected 
number of second-year students who 
are eligible to apply for the four year 
graduate feeder scheme for medicine 
at Cardiff University (A101). If these 
students achieve a 2:1 Honours degree 
or higher, and satisfy admission criteria 
for medicine at Cardiff University, 
they are eligible to apply for the A101 
programme (maximum of 10 places 
available for University of South Wales 
students).

Applicants are required to provide 
a current enhanced criminal record 
disclosure, a medical health certificate, 
and proof of EU nationality* before 
starting this course. All applicants will 
be interviewed. 

Course content
In the first year, you will be introduced 
to anatomy and physiology, 
biochemistry, genetics, cell biology, 
health science and clinical practice, at 
the University and in the workplace. 
The second year will develop your 
knowledge in medical microbiology, 
human genetics, endocrinology, 
nutrition, and biochemistry, as well as 
improve your clinical practice skills. 

Your final year lets you choose modules 
that are most relevant to your career 
aims. There will be core modules 
in immunology, pharmacology, 
psychology, and health policy, as well 
as optional areas like tropical medicine 
or biological anthropology. All areas of 
the course provide extra opportunities 
for clinical training and research, which 
will improve your career potential. 

A limited number of students who are 
considered for progression to medicine 
at Cardiff University will be integrated 
into human dissection classes at Cardiff 
during their third year of study here. 
Other students complete a research 
dissertation in a subject area relevant 
to their career path, including a project 
involving schools placements for those 
wishing to become teachers.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
tutorial support, workshops, practical 
laboratory sessions, placements, 
self-directed study and work-based 
learning. In the first two years, there 
will be practical placements in the local 
healthcare sector, where you will gain 
clinical experience in hospital settings.

Assessment includes examinations, 
essays, oral presentations, written 
reports, case history analysis, data 
interpretation, and problem solving.

Career potential
To date, 65% of our graduates have 
progressed to medicine programmes 
at Cardiff and elsewhere. Other 
graduates have progressed to careers in 
medical research, technical support in 
healthcare services, and teaching.

UCAS course code: B901
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Points 
from three A-levels, to include a 
grade B in Biology and exclude 
General Studies. With the Welsh 
Baccalaureate, B grades in 
Biology and Chemistry A-levels 
are required. A minimum grade 
B at GCSE English Language, 
Mathematics, and Chemistry or 
Double Science. An interview is 
required. A satisfactory Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau disclosure 
(no offences are considered spent) 
is required.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is recognised by  
the Society of Biology.

Advances in healthcare and science mean there are many exciting 
opportunities in this important sector. This course gives you the scientific 
knowledge to progress in a number of medical disciplines – it is your 
starting point for an interesting and varied career in the healthcare 
community. 

 The clinical placements 
provided a great experience to 
observe and gain insight into the 
different areas of medicine and 
surgery. The facilities here were 
good and the lecturers were very 
enthusiastic. I graduated with 
first-class Honours. 

Natalie Lane, 
BSc (Hons) Medical Sciences

*We regret that there are no  
non-funded places on this course.
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BSc (Hons) Human Physiological Science*

You will explore how human form and 
function work at the cellular, organ and 
systems level. You will also learn how 
to use the technology needed to assess 
physiological function in a range of 
healthy and pathological conditions.

It is possible to either study a broad 
range of human physiological sciences, 
or to specialise in cardiac or respiratory 
physiological sciences. These specialist 
pathways follow the same academic 
route as the Department of Health 
programme for Healthcare Scientists, 
but do not contain the clinical 
placement option.

Course content
Areas of study will include the 
scientific basis of healthcare science, 
clinical physics, public health, clinical 
cardiovascular and respiratory 
physiology, professional practice, 
clinical instrumentation, research 
methods, systems physiology, 
physiology and disease processes.

While some modules are compulsory, 
this is not an exhaustive list, and 
you can begin to choose specialist 
pathways from year two.

How you will study
The course will be taught through 
lectures, seminars, practical classes 
and demonstrations. Assessment will 
be through examination, coursework, 
project work and practical skill 
assessments.

Career potential
This course is an opportunity to study 
a wide range of specialist subjects 
relevant to the healthcare science 
professions, so graduates can explore a 
wide range of career and further study 
options. It is an ideal opportunity to 
prepare for a career or further study in 
the healthcare science environment, 
eg, research, the medical industry, or 
make application to train for clinical 
practice.

UCAS course code: B100
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This degree in human physiological science looks at the complex 
human body in health and disease. 

*Subject to validation.

Health Sciences students enjoy 
impressive training facilities 
at our Glyntaff Campus. The 
Clinical Simulation Centre is an 
authentic environment where 
students can gain new clinical 
skills and practise what they 
have already learned. They use 
the same equipment as they will 
find in hospitals, and work on 
sophisticated medical manikins 
that mimic the human body’s 
reactions to treatment.

You see these facilities at on 
Open Day or take a look online: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/360

Excellent facilities
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Health Sciences
HBMid (Hons) Midwifery 

Course content 
The course runs full-time over three 
years. It covers all aspects of normal 
midwifery, complicated childbearing, 
and postnatal care. You will also study 
wider issues such as health promotion, 
public health, law and ethics, and 
professional issues. 

Midwifery is a skills-based profession 
and development of your clinical skills 
is an important part of this course. You 
will gain clinical experience with local 
health boards and on work placements. 
These placements encourage the skills, 
confidence and competence you need 
to be a midwife. To improve your 
employability you will develop a range 
of abilities so you can provide holistic 
care. You will gain some of these skills 
in our Clinical Simulation Centre on 
campus, and on clinical placements in 
midwifery or gynaecology care settings.

We also offer an 18-month programme 
for nurses on Part 1 (Adult) of the NMC 
register. Please contact the University 
for more information. 

How you will study
There is a mixture of study block 
teaching weeks, with some days 
allocated to private study. Practice and 
theory are split evenly and you will have 
assessments for both. It is important 
you gain experience in a range of 
locations, so you will be expected to 
go on placements in a number of local 
health boards that last several weeks 
at a time. This may require extended 
travelling, and late night and early 
morning shift patterns. It is therefore 
essential to be a car owner/driver. 

Your skills will be developed and 
assessed in the Clinical Simulation 
Centre at the University, and by 
your clinical mentor while you are 
on placement. You also need to 
complete a student portfolio, which 
is an essential part of the assessment 
process.

Career potential
Once qualified as a midwife, 
employment in Wales and the UK 
is dependent on application to one 
or more of your chosen local health 
boards. There are many changes within 
the NHS, and midwifery is often at the 
forefront of care delivery. Wherever 
you are employed, you will be part of 
a dynamic workforce, providing the 
full range of midwifery and family care 
within friendly team structures. 

UCAS course code: B720
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies. With 
the Welsh Baccalaureate, two B 
grades at A-level are required. 
Five GCSE passes A-C must 
include Science, in addition 
to Mathematics and English 
Language. All applicants are 
required to attend an interview. 
Two satisfactory references, 
satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent), 
and a satisfactory medical are part 
of the entry requirements. Each 
year of the programme lasts a 
minimum of 45 weeks.

Access criteria: 60 credits; 45 at 
Level 3 and 15 at Level 2, eg, 
6 Distinction, 33 Merits, 6 Passes.

If you are a UK student, your 
course fees will be paid by the 
Welsh Government. For details  
visit our website.

Please note that you can only 
apply for either nursing or 
midwifery, and multiple 
applications will not be considered. 
Holidays are fixed and non-
negotiable for the duration of 
the course.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Childbearing is a major event within the normal life cycle. Midwives care 
for and support pregnant women during this period of their lives, and 
are often the first point of contact for women and their families. The 
ethos of midwifery education is partnership with women, facilitating 
and encouraging a healthy pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal period. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 By studying Midwifery here, I 
have developed strong skills and 
an unwavering professionalism, 
which are crucial to becoming a 
confident, enthusiastic, caring 
and engaging midwife. The 
Midwifery lecturers are incredibly 
passionate about the profession 
and this passion is infectious! 
Studying Midwifery has been 
life-changing and challenging, 
and throughout my degree, I’ve 
been supported by professional 
and engaging lecturers who 
ensured I reached my potential. 

Claire George, 
BMid (Hons) Midwifery
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BN (Hons) Nursing 

Successful completion of this course 
will allow you registration with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) 
as a qualified (registered) nurse. You 
can choose to specialise in one of four 
fields of nursing: adult, mental health, 
children, or learning disabilities.

Course content
Throughout the three years, you will 
study with students from all fields of 
nursing and other professions, as well 
as specific sessions that relate to your 
field of nursing. There is also a 
requirement to work with clients and 
patients from other fields, as this 
enables you to care for patients with 
multiple and complex needs. Modules 
will explore a range of issues that 
include life sciences, behavioural 
sciences, nursing skills, and professional 
and ethical issues, so you will develop 
the knowledge and skills to prepare 
you for the role of a registered nurse.

How you will study
Each year of the course lasts a 
minimum of 42 weeks. There is an 
equal split between theory and 
practice, which is integrated 
throughout the course. You will be 
taught in a variety of ways at the 
University, including lectures, tutorials, 
role play, scenarios and simulation, to 
ensure you understand how the theory 
underpins and applies to practice.

Supervised practice placements are an 
integral part of the programme. In 
these, you will work alongside and be 
supported by your mentor and other 
members of the clinical team. The time 
you spend in practice will be in our 
partner health boards (Cwm Taf, 

Abertawe Bro Morgannwg, and 
Aneurin Bevan), as well as a variety of 
community and independent clinical 
placements. 

When you are working with your 
mentor in clinical practice, you will 
have to work the shift patterns of the 
clinical area you are allocated. There is 
also the opportunity to spend up to 15 
weeks studying in Europe, in a range of 
healthcare settings.

Career potential
Nurses and midwives are a crucial part 
of the multi-professional team. They 
work alongside doctors, pharmacists, 
physiotherapists, radiographers and 
other healthcare workers. This 
multidisciplinary approach to teamwork 
ensures a highly skilled and flexible 
workforce that constantly delivers 
high-quality healthcare.

Our graduates who enter the nursing 
profession have gained employment  
in local and UK health boards,  
or overseas. 

Post-registration courses: For details of 
our post-registration courses for 
qualified nurses, midwives and health 
visitors, please see our postgraduate 
prospectus.

Nursing is a challenging, demanding and rewarding profession that 
focuses on the care of people across a wide range of healthcare settings. 
We offer a dynamic pre-registration nursing curriculum that combines 
theory and practice in an innovative and practical way, developing key 
skills that will enhance your employability. 

 Throughout the programme, 
students develop into 
graduates with the skills 
required for them to be fit 
for practice within the Health 
Board. 

Cwm Taf Health Board 

UCAS course code: BN (Hons) 
Nursing (Adult): B701 September 
start, B740 March start • 
Nursing (Child): B702 September 
only • BN (Hons) Nursing 
(Learning Disabilities): B703 
September only • BN (Hons) 
Nursing (Mental Health): B704 
September start, B760 March start
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
points, eg, BBB at A-level  
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies. With the 
Welsh Baccalaureate, two 
B grades at A-level are required. 
GCSE passes A-C must include 
Science. For all pre-registration 
nursing degree programmes, 
two satisfactory references, a 
satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) and 
a satisfactory medical.

Access criteria: 60 credits; 45 at 
Level 3 and 15 at Level 2, eg, 
6 Distinction, 33 Merits, 6 Passes.

If you are a UK student, your course 
fees will be paid by the Welsh 
Government. For details visit our 
website.

You can apply for only one field of 
nursing and multiple applications 
will not be considered. Holidays 
are fixed and non-negotiable for 
the duration of the course.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Foundation studies: Yes 
(unavailable for child nursing)

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

BN (Hons)



135

Health Sciences
HBSc (Hons) Nutrition, Physical Activity and 

Community Health 

Today’s greatest public health 
challenges are obesity, hunger and 
malnutrition. These are considered the 
number one risk to health worldwide. 
Consequently, the great challenge to 
health promoters will be to develop 
programmes that address these 
problems. 

This course, which is shaped on 
the public health skills and career 
framework, will focus on essential 
theory and its practical application. 
You will be introduced to the global 
problem of malnutrition and disaster 
healthcare, and how international 
organisations are approaching  
this issue. In the final year, you  
can choose to visit a developing 
country, such as Uganda, where you 
will be actively engaged in different 
activities (additional costs apply).  
The course also develops your skills  
in research, evaluation and health 
needs assessment. 

The lecturing team contains highly 
regarded nutrition, physical activity 
and disaster healthcare academics and 
practitioners, who present their work  
at international conferences and 
regularly publish their research in 
international journals.

Course content
The first year will introduce you 
to human nutrition, food science, 
nutrition and health implications 
of food processing, physiology, 
contemporary health and social issues, 
and promoting health and well being.

You will continue to develop your 
knowledge of nutrition and physical 
activity in the second and third years, 
while learning about hypokinetic 
disease, and promoting healthy eating, 
physical activity and public health, 

and developing your evidence-based 
methods and critical appraisal skills. 

Your final year covers physical activity 
and health, public health nutrition, 
introduction to disaster healthcare, 
and offers the chance to research an 
area of interest to you, or assess a 
community-based project in the UK or 
in a developed country.

How you will study
You will study in new laboratories at 
our Pontypridd campus. The course is 
taught through a mixture of lectures, 
seminars, tutorials, case studies, 
practicals, workshops, and practical 
community visits. Independent learning 
is also encouraged and students carry 
out a significant research project to 
assess a community-based project 
in the UK or in a developed country. 
Assessment includes coursework,  
tests, exams, presentations, and 
practical assessments.

Career potential 
Graduates will be trained and educated 
to fulfil some of the requirements 
of local, regional and national 
organisations involved in public 
health, eg, local authorities, or with 
international agencies such as UNICEF 
and the Red Cross. Typically, graduates 
can gain employment as community 
physical activity advisers, community 
nutrition practitioners, or co-ordinators 
of specific programmes, for example, 
childhood obesity prevention or 
co-ordinator of specific international 
projects. You will also have skills and 
knowledge that can be applied in other 
occupational settings. The course also 
provides a very suitable background 
to progress to higher degrees of MSc, 
MPh or PhD. 

UCAS course code: BL45
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This topical course is for those with an interest in nutrition and physical 
activity, and who wish to pursue a career in promoting people’s health 
and well being as defined by the World Health Organisation: “A state of 
complete physical, mental and social well being, not merely the absence 
of disease or infirmity” (WHO, 1946). 

 This course is a fantastic 
opportunity for students who 
are interested in a career within 
public health. It is a degree which 
is very topical and much of the 
subject content is based on 
current epidemiological issues. 

Rebecca Milton, 
BSc (Hons) Nutrition,  
Physical Activity and 
Community Health

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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BSc (Hons) Social Work 

Evaluations by students, external 
examiners, local authority partners 
and other stakeholders have all been 
positive. We respond to the voice 
of our students and the needs of 
employers. We are also committed 
to involving service users and carers 
in the teaching and management 
of this course. This means you will 
get an insight into their needs and 
experiences, and students have found 
their input extremely valuable. 

You can either apply as an employee of 
a social service agency, or as a direct-
entry student through UCAS. If you 
are a direct-entry student, you will be 
eligible to apply for a bursary from the 
Care Council for Wales (subject to  
their conditions).

Course content
The course is based on the All Wales 
Assessment Framework for Social 
Work, which incorporates the National 
Occupational Standards for Social 
Work. Students work to the Care 
Council for Wales’ Code of Practice  
for Social Care Workers – visit  
www.ccwales.org.uk for 
further details.

Year one: Social work processes 
• Social science applied to social work 
• Foundations for practice • Law and 
social policy • Communication skills  
• Health and social care organisations 
• 20-day fitness to practice element in 
the winter term 

Year two: Development of social work 
identity • Law in social work • Welfare 
policy and management of resources  
• Integrating research • Assessing social 
problems and approaches to problem 
solving • 80-day practice element in 
the autumn/winter terms

Year three: Competence in social work 
practice • Social work with individuals, 
families and communities • Integrating 
research with social work and social 
care practice • Inter-professional and 
multi-agency working • 100-day 
practice element in autumn/winter 
terms 

How you will study
You will learn through traditional 
methods such as lectures, group 
debate and presentations, as well as 
more experiential methods such as role 
play and courtroom debate, or online 
learning. In practice, you will learn and 
be assessed through direct observation 
and supervision. You must pass both 
theory and practice elements of the 
course to qualify as a social worker. 

Assessment includes essays, 
projects, practical observations, and 
presentations. There is a written 
examination in year two. 

Career potential
When you graduate, you can register 
as a qualified social worker with any of 
the recognised Care Councils in the UK. 
There is an ongoing demand for social 
workers, so you can expect to find 
employment soon after graduation. 
Post-qualification social work education 
and other opportunities exist here  
at the University and within a  
national framework. 

UCAS course code: L500
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies. With 
the Welsh Baccalaureate, B and C 
grades at A-level are required. At 
least Key Skills 3 in Literacy and 
Numeracy. Must show evidence 
of working in a welfare setting for 
a minimum of six weeks, usually 
in the year prior to application. 
A satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) is 
required. The selection process 
includes a group interview 
observed by a practitioner, a 
service user and a tutor, a written 
response to a relevant scenario 
and an individual interview.

Access criteria: 60 credits; 45 at 
Level 3 and 15 at Level 2, eg, 
6 Distinction, 33 Merits, 6 Passes.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Social work is a challenging and rewarding career where you work with 
vulnerable people, enabling them to live as independently as possible. 
If you want to become a registered social worker, you need to gain a 
BSc (Hons) Social Work degree. 

 The University provides a 
wealth of resources to facilitate 
learning. This includes an 
experienced social work team, 
with a range of skills and 
knowledge from several sectors 
within the social work sector. 
Studying at the University has 
enabled me to obtain a realistic 
perspective of the profession, 
which is challenging and 
extremely rewarding. 

Lisa Williams, 
BSc (Hons) Social Work
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History

Mount Rushmore, United States of America

BA (Hons) History  138

BA (Hons) American Studies (Minor)  139

 

You can study History and American Studies in

combination with other subjects:

History with American Studies 36

History with Education 36

History with Professional Welsh 36

English with American Studies 36

Related courses

English and Creative Writing courses  107

Media courses 152

100% of our History graduates 
are in employment or further 
study within six months of 
graduation.

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)

We offer History courses at our Caerleon campus 
in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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BA (Hons) History 

You will examine history from the close 
of the European middle ages to the 
present day. The course covers British 
history, European history, the Americas 
in the colonial period, the USA, and 
aspects of global history. On this 
course, you will be taught by staff from 
the highest-rated History research unit 
in Wales (RAE 2008), including 
world-leading experts.

Course content
In your first year, we will equip you 
with the practical skills to excel as a 
student. You will study how our 
modern life originated in the Atlantic 
World between 1500 and 1900; we 
will introduce you to the study of early 
modern Europe; we will teach you 
about Crime, Vice and Lowlife in the 
19th Century (everything from 
pickpockets to Jack Ripper); and you 
will learn about different approaches to 
the history of the United States. 

The second year allows you to 
specialise in areas that really interest 
you. That might include topics like the 
The Problem of Poverty: Britain 
c.1700-1929, or the Russian Revolution 
from 1917 to 1953, or perhaps the 
history of New World slavery. It’s up 
to you.

In your final year of study, you will 
undertake a dissertation in the subject 
of your choice. Your studies will be 
supported by an allocated dissertation 
supervisor, who will be an expert in 
your chosen subject area. Alongside 
your dissertation, you will continue to 
focus on regular courses of your 
choice. Current third-year options 

include America in the Sixties; 
Witchcraft and Deviance in Early 
Modern Societies; and Espionage and 
Oppression in the Cold War World 
1945-90.

How you will study
We place emphasis on the invaluable 
skill of ‘doing’ history; this may involve 
gathering and examining evidence, 
constructing and evaluating a concrete 
argument, and interpreting documents. 
Our History tutors encourage this way 
of learning, as it will put you in good 
stead for employment. 

You will be taught by a team of 
enthusiastic staff who are also 
top-rated researchers. You will learn 
through lectures and will be expected 
to actively participate in document-
based seminars and group discussions, 
individual presentations, workshop 
sessions, and practical activities. 

Career potential
History doesn’t just question the way 
in which you view the world, it 
prepares you for employment in a 
variety of professions. We will extend 
your range in written and verbal 
communication, encourage self-
management, collaboration, and 
nurture analytical thinking.

History graduates enter a wide variety 
of careers in education, industry and 
commerce, heritage management, 
public services, the voluntary sector, 
and the media. Many graduates also 
progress to postgraduate study and 
research.

UCAS course code: V100
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

History teaches you about the hopes, dreams, fears and realities of 
those who have lived it. It delves into the past to gain an understanding 
of the present; consequently, it prepares us for what the future may 
hold. This history degree will provide new perspectives on a variety of 
histories, whether political, economic, social, intellectual or cultural 
history. 

 This course offered a wide 
range of modern History modules 
that I knew would help me gain 
a place on a teacher-training 
course. As part of two education 
modules, I could take two 30-
hour school placements. I have 
gained a place on a PGCE in 
secondary school History, much 
of which is due to the help, 
guidance and encouragement of 
the staff. 

Catrin Isaac,
BA (Hons) History and 
Education
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Few countries stimulate quite as much 
argument and debate as the United 
States of America. However, much of 
this debate is inadequately informed 
and based on preconceptions that 
take little account of the diversity of 
American culture and society. It is 
impossible to understand the United 
States until we understand how 
Americans think about themselves.

This Minor amalgamates the 
fascinating history, political formation, 
literature and culture of the modern 
American state to give you a sound 
understanding of contemporary 
cultural issues and America’s influence 
in society.

You will be taught by staff from the 
disciplines of history and literature, 
who are committed to quality teaching 
and nationally recognised research.

American Studies is a Minor award, 
which means you can combine it with 
a Major in History or English. Turn 
to page 36 for more information on 
combining subjects.

Course content
Modules in American Studies will 
account for one third of your degree. 

The first year is your introduction to 
American studies and American fiction, 
specifically the short story. 

In the second year, you can examine 
sociological issues such as violence in 
America and the American dream. The 
final year is your chance to specialise 
in an area that interests you through 
independent study, as well as the 
exploration of America in the 60s  
and poetry by American women.

How you will study
American Studies modules have been 
selected from two subject areas – 
History and English. You will learn 
through a combination of lectures 
and seminars, with assessment by 
coursework and exams. 

In your second year, you have the 
option to broaden your knowledge of 
American history, culture and society 
by studying in the USA through our 
established exchange programme. 
Opportunities are available to study 
at Central Missouri University, Eastern 
Illinois University, and Western Carolina 
University. 

Career potential
Like other humanities graduates, 
American Studies students develop the 
transferable skills that employers look 
for, such as effective writing, critical 
analysis, research, interdisciplinary 
thinking and inquisitiveness.

You will show that you have an 
awareness of contemporary cultural 
issues and a working knowledge of 
American influence on the world.

American Studies graduates typically 
find work in the public and private 
sectors, in areas such as the civil 
service, education, commerce and 
industry.

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University  
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

The United States of America is a leading global proponent of democracy, 
capitalism and freedom. Studying a Minor in American Studies will give 
you the chance to assess the myth of the States and allow you to explore 
how it lives up to the reality. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 The skills I acquired, whether 
in terms of digesting and 
disseminating information, or 
articulating and arguing a specific 
interpretation, have led to me 
becoming more effective in my 
professional life. 

Steffan Lewis,
BA (Hons) History with 
American Studies
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Moot Courtroom, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

LLB (Hons) Law  141

LLB (Hons) Law (Major)  142

MLaw (Legal Practice) 143

Foundation Degree Paralegal Studies 145

You can study Law in combination with  
other subjects:

 

Law and Criminology 36

Law with Professional Welsh 36

 

 I know we have a fantastic 
library and the law building is 
beautiful but the highlight for me 
is the lecturers. They are always 
available, willing to help you, 
and talk to you about your future 
prospects. The course offers you 
the opportunity to study all the 
modules required to become a 
solicitor or barrister, and you also 
choose from a list of options. 
I really enjoyed business and 
commercial law and hope to go 
on to practise in those areas. 

Ashlee Robinson, 
LLB (Hons) Law 

We offer Business and Law courses at our City 
campus in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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Law
LLB (Hons) Law 

You will gain specific knowledge of 
the law and its applications in the real 
world, plus transferable skills such as 
the ability to communicate effectively, 
retrieve and handle information, 
analyse and solve problems, and the 
confidence to present logical, reasoned 
arguments. This emphasis on skills 
means you will be well equipped for 
the challenges of any workplace.

This course is recognised as a qualifying 
degree for professional purposes in 
the UK. This means that it satisfies the 
academic stage of training set by the 
Solicitors Regulations Authority and the 
Bar Standards Board for progression to 
the vocational stage; the Legal Practice 
Course (LPC) to become a solicitor or 
the Bar Vocational Training Course to 
become a barrister. If you have already 
decided that you want a career as a 
solicitor, you should consider the MLaw 
(Legal Practice) course on page 143. 

Course content
Year one: Law of contract • Criminal 
law • Law of tort • Constitutional law  
• Legal sources, skills and methods  
• Legal process

Year two: Land law • European 
Union law • Law on trial • Plus three 
optional modules 

Year three: Equity and the law of 
trusts • Plus five optional modules 
that may include: Corporate law and 
governance • Commercial law 
• Consumer law • Criminology • Early 
English legal history • Family law  
• European human rights law • The  
law of criminal evidence • Domestic 
conveyancing • The law of testate and 
intestate succession • Immigration law 
• Environmental law • Placement* 
• Legal philosophy • Employment law 
• Intellectual property law • Internet 
law • Media law • Dissertation 

It is possible to study modules that 
allow exemptions to qualifications 
offered by the Chartered Institute of 
Legal Executives (CILEx). You can also 
study one module in years two and 
three from outside Law.

How you will study
Our teaching is informed by actual 
practice and our modules reflect real-
life trends. Teaching methods vary, 
from traditional lectures to more clinical 
legal education and online simulations.
Assessment includes self, peer and 
tutor assessment, written coursework, 
portfolio, written exercises, in-class 
work, and examinations. In the third 
year, you can complete a dissertation 
in a legal issue of your choice. For an 
extra dimension, the Socrates exchange 
scheme is your opportunity to study in 
a European institution, with tuition  
in English.

Career potential
Your studies will develop essential 
skills for the workplace and we 
encourage you to take part in activities 
to enhance your employability. We 
invite high-profile speakers and have 
an active Student Law Society. We 
have strong links with the local legal 
profession that provides employment 
opportunities for our students. We 
will offer a ‘Leadership Academy’ to 
top-performing students for additional 
opportunities. 

Graduates can use this degree as a 
first step towards becoming a solicitor 
or barrister, or as a route into careers 
in financial services, management, 
education and public services, or 
postgraduate study. If you wish to 
become a solicitor, you can complete 
the Legal Practice Course at the 
University or choose the MLaw course 
(see page 143). 

This course provides a balanced and stimulating legal education, and 
practical skills for employment. It is excellent preparation for a career in 
law and other professions. 

LLB (Hons) Law 
Accelerated Route
We are the only higher education 
institution in South Wales that 
offers the opportunity to achieve 
an LLB (Hons) degree through just 
two years’ full-time study.

This accelerated route has been 
specifically designed for graduates 
of other disciplines, or those who 
have successfully completed an 
HND or one year of study at 
university. For further details, 
please visit our website: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/law

UCAS course code: M101

Entry requirements: 
An Honours degree, an HND, 
or the first year of an 
undergraduate programme at a 
higher education institution.

Length: Full-time 2 years 
• Part-time 3 years

Accelerated route

UCAS course code: M100
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBB at A-level 
(see page 218) 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

*Subject to validation.
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LLB (Hons) Law (Major) 

This Major course is recognised as a 
qualifying law degree for professional 
purposes in the UK. This means that 
it satisfies the academic stage of 
training set by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority and the Bar Standards Board 
for progression to the vocational 
stage; the Legal Practice Course (LPC) 
to become a solicitor, or the Bar 
Vocational Training Course to become 
a barrister. 

Many students choose to study Law as 
a Major with another subject because  
it provides greater flexibility, while still 
allowing you to obtain a qualifying  
law degree for professional purposes. 
Two-thirds of your time will be devoted 
to studying Law and one-third to 
studying your Minor subject.

Course content
Year one: Legal sources, skills and 
methods • Constitutional law • Legal 
process • Criminal law • Two modules 
from your Minor subject 

Year two: Law on trial • Contractual 
obligations • Land law • Tortious 
obligations • Two modules from your 
Minor subject

Year three: European Union law 
• Equity and the law of trusts • Two 
modules from the Law options • Two 
modules from your Minor subject

You can choose to study a number 
of legal subjects from a range of law 
optional modules, as detailed on  
page 141.

How you will study
Our law teaching is informed by actual 
practice, and you will learn through 
lectures, workshops and tutorials. 
Assessment includes self, peer and 
tutor assessment, written coursework, 
portfolio, written exercises, in-class 
work and examinations.

Career potential
Your studies will give you a specific 
knowledge of the law and its 
application in the real world, enhanced 
by a complementary area. Your studies 
also offer you the opportunity to 
participate in a wide range of activities 
that will improve your employability. 
This balance of intellectual training and 
skills development means you will be 
well equipped for the challenges of the 
modern workplace. 

You can use this qualification as the 
first step to becoming a solicitor or 
barrister, or as a route into a career  
in financial services, management, 
education and public services, or 
postgraduate study. If you have already 
decided that you want a career as a 
solicitor, you may wish to consider  
the MLaw (Legal Practice) course  
on page 143. 

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your Minor subject – please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course provides the opportunity to study Law as your main subject, 
alongside a complementary subject. This means you can enhance your 
legal knowledge and skills with study in a relevant area, such as 
criminology or professional Welsh. Studying Law with another subject  
in this way can enhance your employability. To find out more about 
combining subjects, turn to page 36. 

 The course is aimed at 
developing employability and 
key skills. Knowing how to 
communicate properly is vital to 
almost all jobs and it’s  
being instilled in us from the 
beginning. 

Carys James,
LLB (Hons) Law with 
Criminology 
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LMLaw (Legal Practice)

MLaw (Legal Practice) offers a varied 
programme of study, which has been 
designed in consultation with legal 
professionals in private practice and 
the public sector. It equips you with 
the vocational skills to become a highly 
employable lawyer in an increasingly 
competitive environment.

This four-year course successfully 
combines an undergraduate law 
degree with the Legal Practice Course 
(LPC). Not only will you graduate with a 
Masters-level qualification, but you will 
be ready to go straight into a law firm 
as a trainee solicitor. 

You are introduced to the theory and 
practice of legal rules and concepts 
from day one. This means that in 
addition to specific knowledge of the 
law and its applications in the real 
world, you will gain transferable skills 
such as effective communication, how 
to retrieve and handle information 
competently, analyse and solve 
problems, and the confidence to 
present logical, reasoned arguments. 
Our emphasis on skills means you 
will graduate well-equipped for the 
challenges of the workplace.

Course content
For the first two years, you will study 
alongside those on the LLB (Hons) 
course (see page 141). The professional 
element of this award is then spread 
over the third and fourth years. 
Many subjects will actually combine 
undergraduate and professional 
elements from the outset.

Year three: Introduction to 
professional skills • Land law/property 
law and practice • Corporate law/
business law and practice • Equity  
and the law of trusts (if not studied in 
year two) • Short-term placement*

Year four: Introduction to further 
professional skills • Evidence/criminal 
litigation civil procedure/civil litigation 

You will also develop professional skills 
and choose from modules that may 
include: Immigration law/and practice 
• Employment law/and practice 
• Family law/and practice • Intellectual 
property law/and practice • Social 
welfare law and policy • European 
human rights • Welsh public law and 
devolution • Law and community 
engagement • Personal injury and 
clinical negligence • Advanced property 
• Advanced business • Wills and the 
elderly client 

How you will study
Teaching is informed by practice and 
reflects real life, and methods vary 
from traditional lectures to online 
simulations. Assessment includes 
formal examinations, self, peer and 
tutor assessment, written coursework, 
a learning portfolio, and problem-
based exercises in class. For the Masters 
element, you will be assessed in the 
legal skills of interviewing, practical 
legal research, advocacy and drafting. 

Your learning will be supported by 
impressive study facilities, including a 
courtroom with digital video facilities,  
a legal practice library, and dedicated 
teaching and practice rooms. You can 
participate in a range of activities, 
including moots or mock trials in our 
Moot Courtroom, which is modelled on 
those you will experience as a qualified 
practitioner.

Career potential
Graduates of this MLaw degree are 
eligible to enter into a training contract 
with a firm of solicitors when they 
graduate. A qualification in Law can 
also be used as the basis for many 
other careers, including accountancy, 
management and advisory work. 

UCAS course code: M102
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This programme of study is the only one of its kind in Wales. If you want 
to be a solicitor, it offers the best way to combine the academic and 
professional parts of your training. 

We offer an extra-curricular 
‘Leadership Academy’ to top-
performing students in the 
School. 

Students will be invited to apply 
for this scheme. Those successful 
will benefit from additional 
engagement with professionals 
working in the financial and 
professional services industry, 
and will develop further skills 
in negotiation, risk taking, risk 
management and developing 
commercial opportunities – all 
important additional skills to 
reflect the changing nature of the 
legal, financial and accounting 
professions.

Did you know?
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LFoundation Degree Paralegal Studies

Throughout the course, you will be 
encouraged to transfer your learning 
directly to and from the work 
environment. This approach benefits 
you and your employer, as course 
content and assessment methods are 
based on work-related knowledge and 
skills. Students who are already 
working can gain accreditation for their 
work experience and qualifications.

This Foundation Degree has been 
approved by the Chartered Institute 
for Legal Executives and students can 
achieve exemption from CILEx Level 3 
Professional Diploma in Law and 
Practice. Additionally, on successful 
completion of this course, you can 
gain an LLB (Hons) degree with a 
further year of study at the University. 
This means that you can achieve a 
Foundation Degree, CILEx exemption 
and an LLB (Hons) Law degree in just 
three years of study.

Course content
In the first year, you will study Legal 
Sources and Skills, Legal Transactions 
and Remedies, Law of Torts, Office 
Skills and Practice, and Criminal Law. 
Depending on whether you are in 
employment, you will study either 
Work-Based Learning and Reflective 
Practice, or Employability and Personal 
Development Planning.

There is one compulsory module in the 
second year; Work-Related Learning 
and Reflective Portfolio. You will 
choose five modules from a variety of 
options. These may include Land Law, 
Employment Law and Practice, Family 
Law and Practice, Constitutional and 
Administrative Law, Law and the 
Consumer, Law of Business 
Organisations, European Union Law, 
Law on Trial, Commercial Law, 

Intellectual Property Law, Internet Law, 
Media Law, and Decision Making 
and Control.

If you choose to study Land Law, 
Employment Law and Practice, and 
Family Law and Practice, you can 
achieve exemption from CILEx Level 3 
Professional Diploma in Law and 
Practice. If you want to achieve an  
LLB law degree and you want your 
award to have the professional body 
recognition, you should study Land 
Law, Constitutional and Administrative 
Law and European Union Law. 

How you will study
Teaching is informed by practice and 
includes lectures, workshops, tutorials 
and computer laboratory-based classes. 
Assessment involves portfolio, written 
exercises, in-class work, and time- 
constrained exercises. We invite 
high-profile speakers and have strong 
links with the legal profession. We also 
have a dedicated careers adviser who 
can help with your CV, interviewing 
skills and employment opportunities.

Career potential
This course has been developed in 
response to the growth in demand  
for suitably skilled and qualified 
paralegals. You will develop key  
skills for employment, including 
communication, team working, 
leadership, problem solving,  
critical self-reflection, business  
and customer awareness, enterprise 
and entrepreneurship, and an 
understanding of the ethical context  
in which law, business and the public 
and voluntary sectors operate. It is 
possible to achieve an LLB (Hons) 
degree in one further year of study.

UCAS course code: M250
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
points and/or relevant professional 
or industrial experience. Those 
without such qualifications are 
considered on an individual basis 
and prior experience may be taken 
into account (see page 218).

Length: Full-time 2 years

Location: Atlantic House, Cardiff 
Campus

This Foundation Degree offers a flexible, work-related learning 
experience that provides the skills to succeed in the legal sector. You can 
study full-time, or part-time while you are working, so it is ideal if you 
already work in the profession and want a recognised and transferable 
qualification. 

 This qualification ticks all the 
boxes for me – from utilising 
my past work experience to 
developing my practical skills for 
future employment. 

Stefanie Oldfield, 
Foundation Degree in 
Paralegal Studies
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BSc (Hons) Mathematics  147

BSc (Hons) Mathematical Sciences  148

BSc (Hons) Computing Mathematics  149

BSc (Hons) Financial Mathematics 151 

Related courses

Accounting and Finance courses 40

We are the top Mathematics 
department in the UK for 
Teaching Excellence.

Did you know?

(Sunday Times University Guide 2013)

In the National Student Survey 
2012, 100% of our Mathematics 
students were satisfied with their 
course. This ranks us top in the 
UK for student satisfaction in this 
subject.

Did you know?
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BSc (Hons) Mathematics 

This course will give you a solid 
grounding in the methods of modern 
applied mathematics, and bring out 
the intrinsic beauty of mathematical 
ideas. It is approved by the Institute of 
Mathematics and its Applications (IMA), 
the professional society for qualified 
and practising mathematicians. 

You will have the chance to complete 
a valuable 12-month work placement 
between years two and three. This year 
in industry or commerce is an excellent 
opportunity to gain new skills and 
real-life knowledge that will help you 
during the final year of your degree. 
Furthermore, it will look great on your 
CV and make you more attractive to 
employers when you graduate. 

Course content
In the first year, you will study key 
areas of mathematics, such as algebra, 
calculus, algorithms, mathematical 
modelling, and probability and 
statistics. You will start to specialise in 
the second year by choosing subject 
areas that best suit your interests  
and career aspirations. These include 
abstract and linear algebra, advanced 
calculus, management science, 
advanced concepts of algorithms, 
financial modelling, pattern 
recognition, and decision making. 

In your final year, you will complete  
a project in mathematics and choose 
five modules from a list of options  
that include codes and information, 
cryptography and information security, 
non-linear systems and mathematical 
biology, financial mathematics, 
operational research, partial differential 
equations, and modelling intelligent 
behaviour. 

How you will study
You will spend 18 hours each week 
in lectures, tutorials and computer 
laboratories, as well as approximately 
another 18 hours each week engaged 
in private study based on lecture 
content. 

Your assessments will involve 
examinations, coursework and 
problem-based exercises that are 
taught using real-life scenarios. 

Career potential
Most employers value the logical 
thinking and refined problem-solving 
skills you will gain on a mathematics 
degree. When you graduate, you can 
seek a career in many branches of 
industry, commerce and government, 
especially those that use mathematical 
modelling, coding and cryptography, 
statistics, and operational research. This 
course is also suitable if you want to 
continue with further study, research  
or become a mathematics teacher.

UCAS course code: G100
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level 
Mathematics at B grade or above 
and an informal interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is approved by the 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications.

Whether it is making a mobile phone secure, helping an endangered 
species survive, or analysing a successful business, mathematics is key. 
Almost all areas of human activity or advanced technology require 
mathematics, so the demand for mathematicians continues to grow. 

 I chose to study Mathematics 
because it has been a passion  
of mine since a very young age.  
I believe that studying 
Mathematics here opened a 
wide range of avenues to pursue 
following graduation. I am now 
employed as a Junior Actuarial 
Analyst and have recently begun 
studying for my actuarial exams.

Rebecca Thomas,
BSc (Hons) Mathematics,
Junior Actuarial Analyst, 
Lloyds Banking Group

 



Ma
th

em
at

ic
s 

148

M

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

BSc (Hons) Mathematical Sciences 

As part of your studies, you will 
develop expertise in a range of 
relevant, industry-standard, 
mathematical computer packages. The 
optional sandwich placement between 
years two and three offers 12 months 
of supervised work experience in 
industry or commerce. 

This course is approved by the Institute 
of Mathematics and its Applications 
(IMA), the professional society for 
qualified and practising 
mathematicians.

Course content
In the first year you will study six 
modules, including algebra, calculus, 
probability and statistics, as well as 
methods and techniques of 
mathematics. In your second year, you 
will specialise by choosing modules that 
best suit your career goals. Optional 
modules include abstract and linear 
algebra, advanced calculus, and 
management science.

In the final year, you will complete a 
project in mathematics that makes 
extensive use of an appropriate 
software package. You will specialise 
further by choosing subjects from a 
range of options, including codes and 
information, statistical modelling  
and forecasting, and modelling 
intelligent behaviour.

How you will study
You will spend around 18 hours each 
week in lectures, tutorials and 
computer laboratories. Additionally, 
you need to spend 18 hours each 
week engaged in private study based 
on your lectures. 

We use a range of assessment 
methods, including examinations, 
coursework, and exercises based on 
real-life scenarios.

Career potential
Graduates find employment in many 
branches of industry, commerce and 
government. Mathematical sciences 
graduates can follow many career 
paths, including computer programmer, 
meteorologist, systems analyst, 
mathematics teacher, business analyst, 
statistician, health analyst, accountant, 
and patent examiner. 

UCAS course code: G191
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level 
Mathematics at C grade or above 
and an informal interview. 

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is approved by the 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications.

By the time you graduate from this course, you will be able to apply 
mathematics to real-world situations, producing effective mathematical 
models for everyday use. 

Mathematicians and statisticians 
are in high demand – a recent 
graduate survey by the IMA 
found that mathematics 
graduates have the lowest levels 
of unemployment and earn 
approximately 25% above the 
graduate average. 

Did you know?
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MBSc (Hons) Computing Mathematics 

This course is approved by the Institute 
of Mathematics and its Applications 
(IMA), the professional society for 
qualified and practising mathematicians. 

Your studies will give you a solid 
grounding in the methods of modern 
applied mathematics, with an emphasis 
on how they can be used in computing.

You will have the chance to complete a 
sandwich placement after your second 
year. This is a year spent working in 
industry or commerce, which is an 
excellent opportunity to gain new skills 
and real-life knowledge that will help 
you during the final year of your 
degree. It will also look great on your 
CV and make you more attractive to 
employers when you graduate.

Course content
In the first year, you will study computer 
programming, algorithms, algebra, 
calculus, probability and statistics, and 
mathematical modelling. From the 
second year onwards, you can choose 
specialist modules in areas that best 
match your career goals, such as 
pattern recognition and decision 
making, advanced concepts of 
algorithms, and more advanced 
programming. 

In the final year, you will complete a 
project in computing mathematics 
under the supervision of a member of 
staff. You will advance your specialist 
skills with a mixture of mathematics 
and computing modules, which are 
designed to be valuable in employment.

How you will study
Your studies will involve around 18 
hours each week in lectures, tutorials 
and computer laboratories, as well as 
another 18 hours engaged in private 
study. 

Your assessment will involve 
examinations, coursework, and 
problem-based exercises taught using 
real-life scenarios.

Career potential
With your wide range of skills, 
including problem-solving and logical 
thinking, you will be prepared for a 
career in many different areas. These 
careers include mathematical 
programmer, software developer, 
systems analyst and many more. 
The course is also suitable for those 
wishing to teach mathematics, 
undertake research, or study 
mathematics at postgraduate level.

UCAS course code: G201
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level 
Mathematics at B grade or above 
and an informal interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is approved by the 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications.

As technology advances, the demand for computer-literate 
mathematicians continues to grow. Whether it is making a mobile phone 
secure, understanding the behaviour of complex software, or designing 
super-fast algorithms, mathematics is essential. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

95% of our Mathematics 
graduates are in employment or 
further study within six months of 
graduation.

Did you know?

(Graduation Destination Survey 2011)
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Students visiting Uganda to teach Mathematics

Our students can travel the world 
through our Time Out scheme. 
From study to work placements, 
you can add an extra dimension 
to your education and gain 
valuable skills. Are you up for the 
challenge? Visit our website to 
discover more. 

Did you know?
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MBSc (Hons) Financial Mathematics 

This degree is designed to give you 
sound knowledge of the advanced 
mathematics needed for a successful 
career in this field. You will be able to 
develop pricing models of financial 
derivatives and related financial 
products, and have the skills to apply 
and interpret them. 

You have the chance to complete a 
sandwich placement after your second 
year. This year working in industry or 
commerce is an excellent opportunity to 
gain new skills and real-life knowledge, 
which will help you during the final 
year of your degree. It will also look 
great on your CV and make you more 
attractive to employers when  
you graduate.

This course is approved by the Institute 
of Mathematics and its Applications 
(IMA), the professional society for 
qualified and practising mathematicians.

Course content
In the first year, you will study the same 
subjects as the BSc (Hons) Mathematics 
course. In the second and third years, 
you will continue to study key areas of 
mathematics and specialise in areas of 
financial mathematics, such as finance, 
financial modelling, and financial 
management. You will also complete a 
final-year project in financial 
mathematics. 

How you will study
You will spend around 18 hours  
each week in lectures, tutorials and 
computer laboratories. As well as this, 
you need to spend around 18 hours 
each week completing exercises based 
on your lecture content. 

Assessment involves a range of 
formats, including exams, coursework, 
and problem-based exercises taught 
using real-life scenarios.

Career potential
Finance is an important area in the 
application of mathematics. There is a 
high demand for graduates who can 
model and control uncertainty in 
financial markets. Employment 
opportunities exist in banks, 
corporations and in the insurance  
and investment industry. Our  
graduates find employment in these 
sectors, and in other areas that use 
financial modelling, statistics, and 
operational research. 

UCAS course code: G1N3
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-level 
Mathematics at A grade and an 
informal interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is approved by the 
Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications.

Financial markets are of huge importance to the global economy. Banks, 
pension funds, insurance companies, hedge funds and multinational 
companies are just some of the organisations that need highly skilled 
mathematics graduates who understand how financial markets operate. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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BA (Hons) Film and Video  153

BA (Hons) Film Studies  154

BA (Hons) Journalism  155

BA (Hons) Photography 156

BA (Hons) Photojournalism  158

BSc (Hons) Media Technology  159

BA (Hons) Media, Culture and Journalism  161

BA (Hons) Media Production 162 

BA (Hons) Radio  163

Related courses

Performance and Media 86

Television and Film Set Design 89

Public Relations and Media Communications 64

Advertising 63

90% of our Media Studies 
students are in employment or 
further study within six months 
of graduation. 

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)

TV Studio, ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus

We offer courses in Photography, and Film and Screen 
Media at our Caerleon and City campuses in Newport 
too – see page 216 for details.
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Media 
BA (Hons) Film and Video

You will study filmmaking through a 
variety of narrative and non-narrative 
production projects. You will study 
single-camera fiction and factual 
filmmaking through practical 
production in both areas. There is even 
the opportunity to engage in 
multi-camera video production and 
learn how to operate the four-camera 
HD video studio at the ATRiuM in 
Cardiff. You will be taught to edit your 
work using Final Cut Pro on Apple iMac 
computers. While most production 
work is shot on digital HD, we do have 
Aaton S16mm cameras and workshop 
training on how to use them. Where 
possible, one or two of your final year 
films may be shot on 16mm film. 

Our students have won prizes for their 
work in local and national film festivals. 
In 2011, the University was host to 
‘Ffresh’, the Student Moving Image 
Festival of Wales.   

Course content
During the first year, you will study 
video production, multi-camera studio, 
new media, scriptwriting, critical 
approaches to film and French cinema. 

In the second year, you can specialise in 
areas of interest to you and that reflect 
your career aims. These include fiction 
filmmaking, documentary filmmaking, 
film producing, short film screenplay, a 
digital media project, and a choice of 
two modules from British cinema,  
new Hollywood, Italian cinema, or 
avant-garde cinema.

In your final year, you will complete  
a major film project and choose to 
write a feature length screenplay,  

undertake a major project in interactive 
new media, or take part in a 
collaborative video project. You can 
then select modules from comedic 
traditions in film and television,  
cult cinema, or the Sundance 
generation: British and North  
American independent cinema. 

How you will study
You will learn through practical 
workshops, tutorials, lectures, 
screenings and seminars, all taught by 
a strong team of professional 
filmmakers, writers and film academics. 
Assessment is through a combination 
of practical and written coursework 
assignments. There are also 
opportunities to work through the 
medium of Welsh.

Career potential
Depending on individual specialisation 
and experience, graduates from this 
course can expect to be suitable for 
positions in the film and television 
industry such as camera or sound 
assistants, trainee editors, writers and 
production staff, or they may prefer to 
start their own film production 
company.

There is a large freelance market for 
camera, sound and editing 
professionals, but many graduates get 
their first opportunity through work as 
runners, second or third assistant 
directors, and in other trainee 
capacities. There is also an increasing 
need for media practitioners who can 
work unaided in marketing 
departments and produce web-based 
content. 

UCAS course code: P300
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
(or equivalent) in a relevant media-
related subject. Applicants will be 
required to attend an interview, 
to which they should bring a 
portfolio of relevant work.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This is a practical, filmmaking degree. It will allow you to explore 
the expressive and creative potential of film, and develop your 
understanding of the filmmaking process. To support this production 
work, there are modules in scriptwriting, film theory, film producing, 
and new media. 

Leading Welsh publisher, Seren, 
commissioned students from the 
BA (Hons) Film and Video course 
to make a promotional video for 
the novel Everything Is Sinister by 
David Llewellyn. 

 We were impressed by the 
resourcefulness shown by the 
students, and their positive and 
constructive engagement with the 
brief. The collaboration was both 
fruitful and a pleasure. 

Simon Hicks,
Marketing Manager, Seren
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BA (Hons) Film Studies

This Film Studies degree gives you the 
opportunity to engage critically and 
theoretically with one of the most 
significant and popular art forms of 
the 20th and 21st centuries. It is an 
exciting time to be involved in the 
creative arts in Cardiff; the city is a 
vibrant place to connect with film 
and cinema, and your studies will be 
supported by the excellent resources 
and facilities at the ATRiuM, as well as 
those in the wider community. 

By studying film and related media 
against their historical, cultural and 
technological backdrops, you will gain 
a broad perspective of the history and 
experience of film and cinema in our 
global media culture. You will mainly 
study theory-based modules, but you 
will also have practical opportunities 
in video production and scriptwriting. 
This hands-on experience will help 
you better understand the relationship 
between theory and practice. The 
transferable communication skills you 
will develop across all three years of 
study will stand you in excellent stead 
when you graduate.

Course content
The first year provides an overview 
of the language, theory, history 
and technology of cinema. You will 
also investigate the crucial roles of 
Hollywood and French cinema. There 
is an opportunity to engage with 
the creative process through video 
production or scriptwriting. A module 
in Academic Skills develops key skills in 
writing, research and presentation.

You can expand your horizons in year 
two by investigating trends in Italian, 
British, American, Eastern European 
and avant-garde cinema. And if you 
want even more practical experience, 

you can choose from modules in fiction 
filmmaking and screenplay writing.

The third year allows you to specialise 
in areas that interest you most. You will 
demonstrate your knowledge, research, 
writing and presentation skills through 
a dissertation on your chosen subject. 
The optional Film Symposium module 
is an opportunity to organise a mini-
conference with your fellow students, 
and to present an individual paper, 
which will assist in your transition from 
film student to film academic. You can 
also study areas as diverse as stage 
and screen comedy, cult, independent, 
Hispanic and African cinemas.

How you will study
Film Studies is taught in a variety of 
ways, which include lectures and 
seminars, while production-focused 
modules are taught through practical 
demonstrations and workshops. The 
emphasis, however, is always firmly 
on viewing films, so there will be 
weekly screenings on campus in the 
ATRiuM cinema. Assessment methods 
are varied and challenging, including 
seminar participation, essays, class 
tests, extract analyses, individual and 
group presentations, and practical 
projects.

Career potential
We hope that your learning experience 
at the University will be a springboard 
to a wide range of careers in areas 
such as the media, culture and 
education. Our graduates have skills 
that are sought-after in the arts, media, 
entertainment, culture and education, 
along with excellent written and verbal 
communication skills that will prove 
invaluable in any career. 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
(or equivalent) in a relevant media-
related subject, eg, Film Studies, 
English, History or Media Studies. 
Applicants will also be required to 
attend an interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

Students who are passionate about film – about its making, its 
meanings, and its pleasures – will benefit hugely from the close and 
rigorous analysis of this art form on our BA (Hons) Film Studies. 

 The enthusiastic and 
approachable staff have 
helped me to think and write 
constructively, analytically and 
critically about something for 
which I have a great passion. 

Alex Yell,
BA (Hons) Film Studies

UCAS course code: W600
UCAS campus code: B
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BA (Hons) Journalism

UCAS course code: P500
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants will 
be required to attend an interview 
day, which will include a test 
and interview. Applicants should 
also bring a portfolio of relevant 
work for discussion during their 
interview. International students 
require an IELTS score of 7.0  
(see page 225).

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

Accreditation: Broadcast 
Journalism Training Council

 This journalism course involves 
learning practical skills that can 
be applied to real-life situations. 
Other universities take more 
of a theory-based approach to 
teaching journalism, whereas this 
course strikes a balance between 
the two. 

Jamie Russell,
BA (Hons) Journalism

Not only do good journalists need to 
be highly trained, but they also need 
the capacity to think clearly and deeply 
about their profession. This degree is 
fully accredited by the Broadcast 
Journalism Training Council (BJTC) and 
will equip you to be at the forefront of 
the modern news industry. 

You will learn traditional skills that 
underpin all journalism, along with a 
huge range of multimedia skills to 
make you more employable. Add to 
that entrepreneurialism and a rigorous 
academic education, and our graduates 
have the best chance of success in a 
tough market. It’s a market that 
includes not just journalism, but public 
relations, marketing and related 
content-producing areas, or other 
graduate careers where communication 
skills are prized.

The course is based at the ATRiuM in 
Cardiff, giving you access to a 
state-of-the-art HD TV studio, two 
newsrooms, local and student radio 
stations and the Wales Centre for 
Radio. Working with the latest 
equipment, you will be taught by a 
range of experienced industry 
professionals, including staff members 
and guest lecturers. Three weeks of 
work experience form a vital part of the 
course, and we will also help your work 
get published and to build your CV. 
You will go on field trips during the 
course, including visits to media centres 
in London. 

Course content
You will learn how to find, write, edit 
and produce news, features and 
documentaries for all media, while 
tying in vital knowledge of law, 
regulations, ethics, and how the 

government works. Court visits are 
integral to the course, as are interview 
techniques, which can be honed during 
police press conference exercises. 

As you progress, you can gain 
specialist skills from optional modules 
that include shorthand and periodical 
journalism. Radio journalism is an 
important element and you can 
specialise in this in the final year. 
You will also be taught to think 
academically about the world that 
journalism inhabits through a 
programme of intellectually rigorous 
theory modules, including a major 
dissertation in the final year.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars, practical workshops and 
simulations. Assessment involves 
regular coursework, as well as 
examinations in some areas.

Career potential
Competition for jobs in the journalism 
industry is fierce, but some of our 
recent graduates are working in 
newspapers, magazines, television, 
radio and press offices. The skills and 
knowledge you will gain on this course 
are also prized in a wide range of 
other careers.

“I know how vital the press is – all of it – as the guardian of the interests 
of the public, as a critical witness to events, as the standard bearer for 
those who have no one else to speak up for them... The press, operating 
properly and in the public interest is one of the true safeguards of our 
democracy.” Lord Leveson, 2012 

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Darperir rhai cyfleoedd cyfrwng 
Cymraeg. Ewch i’n gwefan i 
wybod mwy.

Welsh-medium opportunities
We provide some Welsh-
medium opportunities. Visit our 
website to find out more.
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BA (Hons) Photography

You will consider photography across 
a broad spectrum of genres and 
applications, and in relation to culture, 
history and theory. Gallery visits and 
field trips are built into the course, 
and you can arrange work placements 
for extra practical experience in the 
field. Your practical development will 
culminate in a major public exhibition 
of your photographic work.

Course content
The first year of the course includes 
traditional silver-based photography 
as a significant area of study. Through 
challenging practical projects, you 
will explore key concepts that are 
relevant to the wider photographic 
medium. All practical modules – 
whether based in documentary or 
fine art photography, or those that 
explore specific characteristics of digital 
media – will develop your technical 
skills and provide stimulating creative 
assignments.

Course content will reinforce 
your practical potential through a 
sound knowledge of the history 
of photography and awareness of 
contemporary developments. The 
contextual elements of the course also 
encourage you to think critically about 
photography and its effect on culture 
and society. 

How you will study
The emphasis of this course is practice, 
but it also contains theoretical 
elements that provide context. The 
practical teaching is delivered through 
a combination of workshops, lectures 
and tutorials, with screenings, gallery 
visits, field trips and other events.

You will usually develop your practical 
work individually, but there is 
occasional group work. You will have 
guidance on assignments but will also 
be expected to work independently, 
especially for your final year major 
project, which concludes with a public 
exhibition. Most theory modules have 
seminar sessions as well as lectures.

Career potential
The diversity of course content in 
practical and theoretical modules, 
ensures that you graduate with an 
all-round critical understanding of 
photography and its relationship to 
other media forms. Recent graduates 
have successfully entered the 
photographic industry, established 
themselves as self-employed 
photographers, or progressed to study 
photography at postgraduate level. 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
in a relevant subject such as Art 
and Design, Media Studies or 
Photography. Applicants will be 
required to attend an interview, 
to which they should bring a 
portfolio of relevant work.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This course offers a broad approach to photography and is constructed 
around a series of practical modules that will build your skills and nurture 
your creativity. 

 It is without a doubt that 
I owe a large amount of my 
success in broadcast television 
since graduating in 2010, to 
the dedication, hard work, 
creativity and enthusiasm of the 
photography staff. Their passion 
for their subject coupled with the 
fantastic facilities available, pave 
the way for countless students 
to make the most of some great 
opportunities and serve as a 
definite building block towards 
future careers in photography 
and visual media. 

Ryan Atkinson, 
Camera Hire Technician at 
Films at 59 and Camera 
Assistant at RAC Media,
Photography Graduate, 2010

UCAS course code: PW36
UCAS campus code: B
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Student with the new Mamiya Leaf digital 
camera in the ATRiuM photography studio, 
Cardiff Campus
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BA (Hons) Photojournalism*

You will learn how to create 
photojournalism features by studying a 
wide range of photographic practices 
and skills. This includes hands-on 
project work and presentations, 
transmitting images from our electronic 
picture desk, editing pictures for 
publication, and taking an idea from 
concept to post-production using 
digital and traditional technologies.

There will be opportunities to work 
with external professional organisations 
on a number of real and simulated 
briefs, including regional, national  
and international press, and press 
agencies. This will prepare you for 
professional life and increase your 
portfolio for publication in print and  
online platforms.

Course content
Study is practical in nature and our 
photojournalism students are sent out 
to take pictures from the very start of 
the course. Examples of key themes 
include digital photography, film 
making and editing, sound recording, 
story development, and digital 
storytelling. These will be 
supplemented by modules from our 
Journalism degree, so that you 
understand ethics and the use of text 
with images.

This course places strong emphasis on 
the development of communication 
skills, and the ability to communicate a 
story through a variety of formats and 
media platforms. Digital photography 
and social media feature prominently 
throughout the course, reflecting their 
growing importance in the 
photojournalism industry. You will be 
encouraged to go out into the 
community, engaging with people to 
become a confident, effective 
communicator.

How you will study
Course teaching is highly practical by 
design, while group learning sessions 
provide opportunities for discussion 
and reflection. Learning and teaching 
methods include lectures, workshops, 
case studies, presentations and group 
work, in addition to guest speakers 
from industry.

You will be set live briefs, which are 
projects that replicate the workplace 
and involve working closely with local 
and national media outlets. There are 
also opportunities to work with other 
students and external organisations at 
all levels of the course. These projects 
and this way of working will develop 
skills that you will need to work 
successfully in the creative industries. 

There are a number of points at which 
you can undertake valuable work 
experience in a relevant role in industry. 
There are also opportunities for group 
trips to photography festivals, and to 
document places or events of key 
interest. 

Assessment consists of regular 
coursework submissions throughout 
the course, in addition to examinations 
in some areas.

Career potential
Graduates will be skilled photographers 
who are able to use all aspects of 
developing social media and be literate 
across multi-platform media. This will 
prepare them for employment in a 
number of professional fields, including 
photo editing, documentary 
filmmaking, photojournalism, 
journalism, freelance photography, 
cinematography, and teaching.

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants will 
be required to attend an interview, 
to which they should bring a 
portfolio of relevant work.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This specialist award has been developed in consultation with leading 
photographers, photojournalists and journalists. Our graduates will be 
creative and informed photojournalists who are ready to shape the future 
of this highly competitive industry. 

UCAS course code: WP65
UCAS campus code: B

*Subject to validation.
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BSc (Hons) Media Technology

To make you attractive to employers 
in the creative industries, you will 
benefit from hands-on experience 
of the equipment and tools used 
by professionals, using PC and Mac 
platforms. You will work across a 
variety of creative disciplines to develop 
a range of skills and experiences.

Between years two and three, you 
can undertake a work placement 
year in a multimedia or media-based 
organisation. During this year, not only 
will you learn new skills and develop an 
understanding of the field, but you will 
make industry contacts and get good 
experience for your CV. It is likely to 
improve your final year grades too.

Course content
The course allows you to embrace 
either production or broadcast 
computer-based multimedia, or a 
combination of both for the highest 
flexibility and more employment 
opportunities. 

In years one and two, there is a 
balance of practice and theory. You will 
explore interactive media/multimedia 
technology applications, internet 
technology and graphics. You will learn 
how to use computing and multimedia 
for the film and broadcasting 
industries, internet and multimedia 
authoring development, audio and 
visual media systems, and studio 
production skills. You can also track 
developments in new media design, 
and focus on web and mobile-based 
platforms for delivery. 

In your final year, you can specialise in 
your chosen area and will be part of 
a multi-disciplinary team for a group 
project. Modules include computer-

based media production using  
industry-standard tools and 
approaches, how to broadcast and 
store audio/video information, virtual 
reality, and multimedia.

How you will study
Due to the practical nature of this 
course, we place less emphasis on 
examinations and more focus on 
continual assessment and practical 
demonstration of your work and 
abilities. Practical coursework with 
industrial relevance and specifications 
will show you how to translate 
your ideas into reality. You will be 
assessed by a combination of formal 
examinations, essays, classroom and 
work-based tests, and group and 
individual projects.

Throughout the course, there will 
be opportunities to collaborate with 
students from other subjects and 
areas. This will give you experience of 
working in a multi-disciplinary team, 
which mirrors employment in the 
creative industries. 

Career potential
This degree will prepare you for a 
successful career in media systems and 
production, multimedia development 
and authoring, internet technologies, 
the computer industry, broadcasting, 
and marketing. Recent graduates 
have gained employment with BSkyB, 
BBC, and Dinamo Productions, among 
others. This course encourages 
entrepreneurship and some graduates 
have developed their own businesses, 
often using an idea or project that was 
conceived during their studies.

UCAS course code: G400 
• Sandwich P3C0
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants will 
be required to attend an interview, 
to which they should bring a 
portfolio of relevant work.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

With the expansion of entertainment technology throughout modern life, 
the possibilities for a future in the creative technologies are exciting and 
wide ranging. If you have a love for all things technological, this course 
will combine your technical skills with your creative ability. 
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TV Studio, ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus
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MBA (Hons) Media, Culture and Journalism

You will develop critical skills in 
researching, writing and 
communication. Although the 
emphasis will be on a theoretical 
engagement with the media, you have 
the chance to develop your practical 
skills in specific areas. Thanks to this 
mix, graduates have in-depth subject 
knowledge and strong analytical skills 
that are valued in the media.

Staff teaching on practical modules 
have extensive professional experience 
in the media, and those on our 
theory-based modules are responsible 
for research that was recognised as 
world-leading in the latest Research 
Assessment Exercise (RAE2008).

Course content
In the first year, key themes in media, 
culture and journalism are introduced 
through a detailed study of the 
practices and theory of newspapers, 
cinema, television, the internet, popular 
music, and other media forms. You will 
engage in discussions and workshops, 
and can choose to take a media 
production module where you put 
theory into practice. 

In the second year, you will explore the 
relationship between media and 
audiences in depth, the power of 
media institutions, the reach of 
international media, and the nature of 
media cultures. You will look at the 
different methodological traditions and 
issues in relation to media studies 
research, and you can take a media 
production module. 

You will complete a dissertation on a 
topic of your choice in your final year, 
and choose modules that reflect the 
interests and expertise you have 
developed. Specialist modules (subject 
to availability) include Music in the 
Digital Age, Masculinities, Media and 
Business, Media and Culture in Wales, 
and Press Relations.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars and workshops, with 
additional support materials online. 
This is primarily a theoretical course, 
though there are integrated practical 
elements. You will be expected to 
spend time reading and researching to 
develop your subject knowledge. A 
number of group projects will develop 
and demonstrate your team-working 
skills. Assessment usually involves 
coursework, essays, and presentations, 
though there are exams and in-class 
tests that account for 20%. 

Career potential
Graduates from this course are 
sought-after in the job market because 
they have in-depth subject knowledge 
and strong analytical skills that are 
valued in the media industries, public 
relations, education, marketing and 
events management, and the heritage, 
tourism and leisure sectors. 

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
in a relevant subject. Applicants 
will be required to attend an 
interview, at which they will be 
asked to read and discuss a short 
media-related extract that will be 
provided on the day.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Our degree in Media, Culture and Journalism focuses on the relationship 
between the media and society, its political significance, and its role in 
understanding who we are. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

UCAS course code: PP35
UCAS campus code: B
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BA (Hons) Media Production

This award has a bilingual pathway, 
with the option to study 50% of the 
course through the medium of Welsh 
in year one, with further opportunities 
for Welsh-medium study in years two 
and three.

Course content
There is a mixture of theory and 
practice throughout this course. In 
the first and second years, you will 
gain practical skills through fiction or 
documentary assignments in radio, 
video, photography and interactive 
new media production. To support 
and inform your new skills, there are 
study-based modules in film studies, 
broadcast journalism, media contexts, 
and scriptwriting for film, TV and radio. 

In the third year, you will specialise 
in the area that interests you most, 
choosing from photography, video, 
radio, interactive new media, 
scriptwriting for film, TV and radio, and 
broadcast journalism. You will create 
a portfolio of creative work that you 
can use to impress potential employers 
when you graduate. Practical work will 
be supported by optional modules in 
film studies and media context.

How you will study
You will learn through a range of 
lectures, seminars and practical 
workshops that reflect the combination 
of hands-on and analytical thinking 
that informs the course. Your practical 
work will be assessed through 
coursework and assignments,  
including a mix of group work and 
individual projects. 

Career potential
Graduates have pursued successful 
careers in film, TV and radio production 
and presentation, press and public 
relations, web design, and journalism.

UCAS course code: P301 
• Bilingual pathway P310
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points eg, BBC at A-level  
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject, such as Media 
Studies, Film Studies, English, 
French or Welsh. Applicants will 
be required to attend an interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

If you want a career in the media industry, this hands-on course will 
provide you with practical skills and a theoretical understanding of radio, 
video, photography and new media. You will benefit from an expert 
teaching team, many of whom have professional media industry 
experience and excellent industry contacts. 

 What I love about this course 
is that it offers so many different 
aspects of the media to study, 
preparing all students to be fully 
equipped with the professional 
skills you need when entering the 
industry. 

Lara Hewitt,
BA (Hons) Media Production

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Gellir astudio’r cwrs hwn fel 
llwybr dwyieithog (Cymraeg a 
Saesneg) – manteisiwch ar y cyfle. 
I wybod mwy, cer i dudalen 34.

Welsh-language opportunities
You can study this course 
bilingually (Welsh and English) 
– take advantage of the 
opportunity. Turn to page 34  
to find out more.
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MBA (Hons) Radio

Our BA (Hons) Radio degree will 
provide you with an industry-focused 
education that will challenge and 
develop your view of radio, and provide 
you with transferable skills that 
enhance your employability, wherever 
your career path takes you. 

Working in broadcast-standard studios, 
you will develop expertise in a number 
of genres, formats and styles. You will 
produce live shows for online broadcast 
on our student station, prepare 
material for podcasts, and contribute 
programmes and package ideas to local 
stations in and around Cardiff. 

In your final year you will be part of the 
hugely successful Exposure Radio 
project (www.exposureradio.org), 
which offers true-to-life experience of 
working in a live radio station – 
excitement, deadlines, long days, and 
all the rewards that come from 
knowing you have been responsible for 
the output that has enhanced someone 
else’s day. Again and again our 
students tell us how challenging and 
beneficial this experience has been to 
them, and every year our graduates ask 
to come back and be part of the live 
project.

Students also benefit from being part 
of our student radio station, which 
provides added value for our students. 
This station is run by students, for 
students. Anyone can participate, but 
Radio students staff the station, 
looking after volunteer management, 
scheduling, station sound, marketing, 
and package production. 

Course content
If you are interested in a career in radio, 
this course provides you with a wide 
range of production skills that will  
meet industry requirements. 

Areas of study include: Radio 
production • Journalism • Media 
presentation • Radio station 
management • Video production 
• Scriptwriting for the media • Media 
contexts • Drama and documentary 

How you will study
You will learn through practical 
workshops, lectures, guest lectures 
delivered by current industry figures, 
listening sessions and seminars, 
working individually or as part of a 
team to produce portfolios, 
presentations, production days, essays 
and other written pieces of 
coursework. You will build a broad 
range of presentation and production 
skills, and will be assessed in a range of 
ways, including practical radio package 
and programme making.

Career potential
We have a reputation for being a 
centre of excellence for radio. As well 
as our highly experienced and skilled 
team of lecturers, we have a number of 
graduates working in the radio 
industry, including BBC Radio Wales, 
Nation Radio, Real Radio, and Heart 
FM. Our graduates also work as part of 
the growing independent radio sector, 
building on the contacts they made 
while at University and carving out 
careers for themselves across the 
broadcast spectrum. 

UCAS course code: P312
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants will 
be required to attend an interview.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Radio is evolving – and now is an exciting time to be involved. At the 
ATRiuM in the centre of Cardiff, you will study alongside a team of 
industry-focused experts who have a passion for radio.  

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

 My radio degree helped me 
massively in securing a full-time 
graduate-level position, just a few 
months after leaving University.  
I use a huge amount of skills 
that I learned on a day-to-day 
basis; both practical skills like 
editing audio and video, writing 
well-structured, clear and concise 
pieces of copy, as well more 
generic but equally important 
skills like keeping to deadlines. 
That was very important during 
the Exposure project and 
something that I have learned 
how to deal with a lot better by 
being a part of the project. 

Will Barker,
BA (Hons) Radio



Music 

Our music recording studios, 
music rehearsal rooms and live 
sound space are all built with full 
floating floors and acoustically 
designed isolation. Term-time 
access includes evenings all week 
and daytime at weekends. 

Did you know?

Music Practice Studio, ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus
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We offer Sound and Music courses at our City campus 
in Newport too – see page 216 for details.
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Music 
BSc (Hons) Music Technology 

Key themes of the course are music 
practice and theory, studio recording 
and production, computer-based music 
creation, electronics and acoustics, 
multimedia, and the music, sound and 
media industries. As you work through 
the course, you will have plenty of 
opportunities for hands-on experience. 
Not only will you get to use your new 
skills in a real working environment, 
but it will look great on your CV when 
you apply for jobs. 

Course content
Discussions with leading creative 
and technical practitioners in the 
music industry helped us design this 
successful course, so it will prepare you 
for a practical and enjoyable career. 
You will study recording engineering, 
sound synthesis, audio processing, and 
electronics. Multimedia technologies 
will enable you to use the internet for 
music distribution and broadcasting. 
You will also play in bands and 
ensembles, and learn more about 
different genres and styles.

Finally, we teach you the fundamental 
principles of composition and 
production, and you will specialise 
in your chosen area. Your studies 
will provide an insight into the music 
business, as well as self-employment 
issues and small business practices, to 
enhance your career options.

How you will study
There are varied approaches to 
teaching, including practical studio-
based workshops, tutorials, seminars 
and lectures. Because of our strong 
hands-on approach, there is an 
emphasis on practical assessments 
and group work. The course features 
a significant workshop and teamwork 

element that is assignment-based 
and continuously assessed, so you 
will constantly develop your skills. 
In addition to the methods outlined 
above, you will be assessed by a 
combination of formal examinations, 
essays, classroom and work-based 
tests, and group and individual 
projects. 

Career potential
This course specifically prepares you for 
a range of careers in the music industry, 
including production and sound 
engineering, and for self-employment.

The course also provides a detailed 
knowledge of other disciplines and key 
business skills, which will open up a 
range of opportunities in the computer 
games industry, multimedia and 
television companies, management and 
journalism, as well as in creative and 
performing roles. 

UCAS course code: J931 
• Bilingual pathway J937
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a music-related subject. Applicants 
must attend an interview day, 
which will include an interview 
and a short written test.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus 

Accreditation: This course is 
accredited by JAMES on behalf 
of the Association of Professional 
Recording Services, UK-Screen and 
the Music Producers Guild. 

If you are passionate about making good music, this course will give you 
essential creative and technical skills for a career in the music, recording 
and new media industries. Our facilities include industry-standard 
software and hardware, which will enhance your employability for such 
roles as producer or sound engineer in the music industry. 

 The course is fantastic. I 
learned lots during my first year. It 
is exactly what I wanted it to be. 
I was determined to study Music 
Technology as opposed to Sound 
Technology, because I wanted 
to improve my musicianship. I 
also hope the course will direct 
me towards a career working 
with music in a multimedia 
environment, such as film, TV or 
the internet. 

Tim Duthie, 
BSc (Hons) Music Technology

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Gellir astudio’r cwrs hwn fel 
llwybr dwyieithog. Manteisiwch 
ar y cyfle – ewch i dudalen 34.

Welsh-language opportunities
You can study this course 
bilingually (Welsh and English) – 
turn to page 34 to find out more. 



BSc (Hons) Sound Technology 

Key themes of this course are studio 
recording and production, live sound 
engineering, computer-based music 
creation, electronics and acoustics, 
multimedia, and the music, sound 
and media industries. Using industry-
standard equipment and software, this 
practical sound technology degree will 
give you the essential knowledge and 
skills for a successful career in sound.

This course is accredited by JAMES 
on behalf of the Association of 
Professional Recording Services, UK-
Screen and the Music Producers Guild.

Course content
During the first year, you will learn 
recording and sound engineering 
techniques, and practise live sound, the 
use of computers in music production, 
and the basic building blocks of 
electronics.

In year two, you will build on 
your audio engineering, recording 
and production skills, and start to 
experience live sound in a working 
venue. You will also learn about the 
sound industry and be equipped to 
deal with contracts, copyright law and 
running a small business. 

In the final year, you can choose to 
specialise in one of four areas: music 
production; computer-based music 
production and advanced sound 
synthesis; computer-based media 
production; or electronics design for 
music. This also involves a major group 
project, working with students from 
other creative courses. You will refine 
your production skills in recording 
engineering and learn about the 
acoustics of performance spaces. You 
will also experience the recording and 
development of sound design for film 
and television.

How you will study
This course offers plenty of hands-on 
experience of sound technology’s 
practical elements, and the skills you 
will gain are continuously assessed 
and involve teamwork. To ensure you 
become a thinking practitioner in 
sound engineering, we will also help 
you develop critical and research skills. 
This combination of theory and practice 
means you can offer employers a little 
bit extra and build a successful career 
in any area of sound. In addition to the 
methods outlined above, you will be 
assessed by a combination of formal 
examinations, essays, classroom and 
work-based tests, and group and 
individual projects.

Career potential
This course will equip you for a 
career in any area of sound, from live 
performance to film and television. You 
will also have the necessary business 
skills to develop a successful career in 
the industry. 

UCAS course code: J991 
• Sandwich JX90 • Bilingual 
pathway J938
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a music-related subject. Applicants 
must attend an interview day, 
which will include an interview 
and a short written test.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Accreditation: This course is 
accredited by JAMES on behalf 
of the Association of Professional 
Recording Services, UK-Screen and 
the Music Producers Guild.

To ensure that performances and programmes sound professional, the 
music, film, television and multimedia industries all require skilful sound 
engineers. 

 The facilities here just totally 
surpassed anything I expected. 
We’ve got some great technology 
to work with, and some of the 
studios are great. I also like that 
it’s geared towards real life – one 
of my recent assignments was 
to go out and get myself a live 
gig! 

Brett Smith,
BSc (Hons) Sound Technology

Mu
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Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Gellir astudio’r cwrs hwn fel 
llwybr dwyieithog. Manteisiwch 
ar y cyfle – ewch i dudalen 34.

Welsh-language opportunities
You can study this course 
bilingually (Welsh and English) – 
turn to page 34 to find out more. 
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BA (Hons) Music Business*

Taught by established music industry 
professionals, your studies will foster 
and engender entrepreneurship and 
creative thinking. You will explore the 
artist-development process by working 
alongside talented musicians and 
composers, and learn how to apply 
management principles and business 
skills in a creative environment. 

The course emphasises entrepreneurship 
and critical awareness of new business 
opportunities and practices. To 
maximise the creative and commercial 
potential of the artist-business 
relationship, you will learn how to 
apply management principles and a 
broad range of business skills.

Course content
Year one: The music industry 
• Principles of artist development 
• Principles of music business and 
finance • The evolving music industry 
• Artist development and branding 
• Principles of music promotion and 
marketing 

Year two: The modern live industry 
• Creative events management 
• Digital media in the creative industries 
• Music contracts and the law • The 
future of intellectual property in the 
music industry

Year three: Management in the 
creative sector • Entrepreneurship and 
the new routes to market • Strategic 
business management in the 
entertainment industry • Music 
business dissertation

 

How you will study
Modules are taught by lectures, small 
group lessons, and practical workshops 
as appropriate. There are no assessed 
work-based components, but all 
students are encouraged to engage in 
practical experience in the industry.

Each module is individually assessed 
through essays, reports, presentations, 
preparation of case studies and 
portfolio-building. All students must 
complete a dissertation.

Career potential
You will develop the skills and 
knowledge required for a career in 
music or the broader entertainment 
industries, enhanced by 
entrepreneurship and critical awareness 
of new business opportunities and 
practices. 

Graduates will also have transferable 
and practical skills that can be applied 
in many other areas of the business 
environment.

UCAS course code: P312
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
in a relevant subject. Applicants 
will be expected to attend an 
interview that will assess their 
suitability for study on the 
programme.

In the case of applicants whose 
first language is not English, 
then IELTS 5.5 (or equivalent) is 
required. 

Applications from established 
practitioners who are committed 
to higher education study but 
may not possess the required 
qualifications are welcomed and 
these students may be given 
credit for their prior study or 
experience. Students may be 
admitted through Accreditation 
of Experiential Learning (AEL) 
or Accreditation of Certificated 
Learning (ACL) processes.

Length: Full-time 3 years
• Part-time 5 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Delivered in collaboration with the 
Institute of Contemporary Music 
Performance

This degree in music business is delivered in collaboration with London’s 
Institute of Contemporary Music Performance. It is designed to provide 
the skills and knowledge you need for a career in music or the 
entertainment industries.   

*Subject to validation.
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BA (Hons) Popular Music 

In addition to practical aspects of 
popular music, you will explore the 
cultural and historical aspects of this 
global phenomenon. You will develop 
your musical knowledge and explore 
your potential and talent. The course 
places emphasis on original work, 
either creative work such as 
composition, improvisation or song 
writing, or academic work such as 
research projects or entrepreneurial 
ideas. 

Although technology is not the focus 
of this course, you will learn how to 
work with contemporary studio 
technology from a creative perspective, 
deepening your musical interests and 
improving your career prospects. The 
course also has strong links with the 
local and regional music industry and 
community music organisations.

You will study at the ATRiuM in Cardiff, 
which has a rich creative environment. 
For a broader understanding of industry 
and the workplace, you will collaborate 
with your fellow students in  
performance projects, as well as 
composition, recording and research. 
This approach brings together expertise 
from theatre, studio recording, live 
sound, radio, television, film, 
journalism, interactive media, design, 
and more.

Course content 
As well as practical projects, you will 
learn about popular music from the 
perspectives of performers, composers, 
songwriters, entrepreneurs and other 
media. You will explore the key themes 
of performance and improvisation,
composition and arranging, theory and 
analysis, history and cultural studies,
music and sound technology, and how 
the music industry works. 

How you will study
You will learn in practical workshops 
in the studio, tutorials, seminars and 
lectures. In the first two years, you will 
develop your practical, technological 
and academic music skills, building up 
to projects such as live ensemble 
performances, researched presentations, 
and original compositions. In your final 
year, you can specialise with a creative 
or industry-focused project, and a 
dissertation on an area of interest to 
you. In addition to those outlined 
above, assessment methods vary and 
can include portfolios of compositions 
or improvisations, formal presentations, 
performances, multimedia, and written 
tasks.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will have 
the skills for a wide range of careers in
the music, media and entertainment 
industries, including performance,
composition, administration, 
promotion, multi-media production, 
and studio work. We have graduates 
working in the music industry as 
performers, composers, writers, 
promoters and administrators, teachers 
and musicians in the community, as 
well as those working in new media 
such as the computer games industry.

 

UCAS course code: W300 
• Bilingual pathway W340
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level 
in a music-related subject, eg, 
music, technology, or performing 
arts with music elements. 
Applicants must also attend an 
interview day, which will include a 
combined audition and interview. 
Applicants will be expected to 
demonstrate musical experience 
and knowledge, and have a 
good command of their main 
instrument and music theory.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

This degree in Popular Music provides a strong platform for a career in 
music, whether as a performer, composer, songwriter, teacher, 
entrepreneur, promoter or a new media operator. It provides excellent 
creative opportunities to work with students and staff on other courses 
in the music, entertainment and creative industries.

 The popular music course 
is brilliant – it covers such a 
spectrum of the word ‘music’. 
The lecturers all come from 
a professional field, so all of 
their comments and advice are 
always helpful. I have a greater 
knowledge of what to do to 
further my career in the industry. 
I particularly enjoyed the theory 
lessons, which have made me  
a better songwriter and 
composer. 

Huw Clarke, 
BA (Hons) Popular Music 
graduate

Cyfleoedd Cymraeg
Gellir astudio’r cwrs hwn fel 
llwybr dwyieithog. Manteisiwch 
ar y cyfle – ewch i dudalen 34.

Welsh-language opportunities
You can study this course 
bilingually (Welsh and English) – 
turn to page 34 to find out more. 
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BA (Hons) Songwriting* 

On this degree, you will develop 
professional songwriting skills across a 
wide range of genres, and learn how to 
read, write and arrange music. 

To prepare you for employment, you 
will have industry-style feedback 
specific to your writing goals and 
have opportunities to build that 
all-important network of industry 
contacts. In the final year, you will also 
will develop your own ‘industry ready’ 
original artist project with appropriate 
live and/or recorded showcase.

Course content
Year one: Creative songwriting 
• The performing songwriter 
• The music industry • Technical skills 
for songwriters • Introduction to 
music theory

Year two: Commercial songwriting 
• Live demonstration 
• Entrepreneurship • Recorded 
demonstration • Music composition 
for songwriters

Year three: Creative identity and 
repertoire • Individual ‘artist and 
repertoire’ (A&R) project • Dissertation

How you will study
You will study at the ATRiuM in Cardiff, 
making full use of our live rooms, 
tech suites and in-house music studio 
facilities. You will have access to use 
these facilities outside of class time to 
rehearse and record your music. As well 
as songwriting classes and lectures, 
there are weekly performance classes 
where you can showcase your material 
with a professional band. 

You will also use a variety of studio-
based applications and recording skills 
that are suitable for songwriters.

Learning will be in small mixed 
groups for seminars and writing 
classes, and small workshop groups 
for practical skills. Some lectures are 
in larger groups. For experience of 
how the industry works, you will have 
opportunities to co-write songs to 
real music industry briefs, with expert 
feedback and tuition.

Each module must be completed 
and is individually assessed. Modules 
are assessed through a variety of 
means, including practical exams and 
performance, submission of course 
work, projects, examination and 
essays. All students must complete a 
dissertation.

Career potential
This practical songwriting degree will 
prepare you for a creative career in 
the music industry as a professional 
songwriter, whether you choose to also 
perform or not. It combines intensive 
and practical study in songwriting while 
expanding your creative repertoire.

UCAS course code: W890
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a relevant subject. Applicants must 
attend an interview at which they 
must perform three original songs, 
one of which must be live, and 
present lyric sheets. These can be 
finished or draft songs.

In the case of applicants whose 
first language is not English, IELTS 
5.5 (or equivalent) is required. 

Applications are welcome from 
established practitioners who 
may not possess the required 
qualifications but who are 
committed to higher education 
study. Students may be admitted 
through Accreditation of 
Experiential Learning (AEL) or 
Accreditation of Certificated 
Learning (ACL) processes.

Length: Full-time 3 years
• Part-time 5 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Delivered in collaboration with the 
Institute of Contemporary Music 
Performance

Run in collaboration with London’s Institute of Contemporary Music 
Performance, this innovative and practical degree course focuses on 
developing your technical songwriting ability and creativity, alongside 
essential business skills that will help you fulfil your potential in the 
music industry.

*Subject to validation.
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BMus (Hons) Vocal graduate Raphaella Mazaheri-Asadi 
performing at a recent graduation ceremony 
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This highly creative and industry-
focused degree allows you to specialise 
in aspects of contemporary music 
performance or composition, from 
solo instrumentalist to acoustic singer 
songwriter, through to experimental 
electronic music genres.

As well as engaging with popular music 
forms, you will be encouraged to look 
beyond formulaic commercial music to 
explore contemporary ways of making 
music, including underground styles, 
technology-led interactive performance, 
jazz-influenced music, world music, 
and contemporary classical styles.

Course content
This award is delivered mainly through 
performance-based modules, providing 
a unique balance between practice and 
theory. As well as developing a broad 
range of practical music skills, you will 
also study historical and cultural topics, 
such as the global music industry, 
entrepreneurship, and stylistic analysis. 

As well as projects with students 
from other subjects, there is a focus 
on individual creativity with one-
to-one tuition. This means you will 
receive a purpose-built programme 
of study in instrumental skills and/or 
composition/songwriting. All students 
receive individual instrumental lessons 
in the first year, with group-based 
composition and songwriting sessions. 
As the course progresses, you can 
choose to focus on either composition/
songwriting or instrumental studies, 
with one-to-one tuition.

We place emphasis on your creativity, 
experimentation and artistic risk-taking. 
You will be set live briefs, which are 
projects that replicate work in the 
industry. There are also opportunities to 

work with other students and external 
organisations, so you can engage 
with other disciplines such as film, 
animation, or theatre. This will develop 
skills that you will need to work 
successfully in the creative industries. 

How you will study
The course is taught through a 
combination of practical application, 
discovery and experimentation. You 
will explore and develop your own 
perspective of contemporary music in 
relation to your area of expertise. 

As well as lectures and tutorials, 
teaching styles will emphasise practical 
elements, such as workshops, one-to-
one instrumental or voice coaching, 
and lab workstation sessions. Visiting 
speakers provide an industry focus 
and complement the teaching of our 
experienced tutors. Assessment involves 
regular coursework submissions, with 
examinations in some areas. 

There are a number of opportunities 
for you to undertake valuable work 
experience in a relevant role with 
providers throughout the music 
industry. Options might include 
working on live events with concert 
promoters and festivals, live sound 
performance in venues, placements 
with music organisations and 
recording studios. 

Career potential
Graduates will be prepared for 
employment in a number of 
professional roles, including singer 
songwriter, composer, promoter,  
music for games composer, session 
musician, band performer, arts 
administrator, instrumental teacher,  
or portfolio musician.

UCAS course code: W315
UCAS campus code: B

Entry requirements: 220 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218)

Additional criteria: An A-level in 
a music-related subject, eg, music, 
technology, or performing arts 
with music elements. Applicants 
must also attend an audition day, 
which will include a combined 
audition/interview, technical and 
aural tests. Applicants will be 
expected to demonstrate musical 
experience, knowledge and have 
a good command of their main 
instrument and music theory.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: ATRiuM, 
Cardiff Campus

Delivered in collaboration with the 
Institute of Contemporary Music 
Performance

Run in collaboration with London’s Institute of Contemporary Music 
Performance, this is one of the few BMus degree courses in the UK that 
enables students to combine instrumental and compositional excellence, 
with music industry entrepreneurship and critical thinking. 

*Subject to validation.
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Psychology  
and Education

BSc (Hons) Psychology 173

BSc (Hons) Psychology (Major)  174

BSc (Hons) Applied Psychology 175

BSc (Hons) Developmental Psychology  176

BSc (Hons) Sport Psychology 177

BSc (Hons) Childhood and Youth 178

BSc (Hons) Early Years Development  
and Education 180

BA (Hons) Education (Minor) 181

You can study Psychology and Education in 
combination with other subjects:

Psychology with Criminology 36

Psychology with Education 36

Psychology Suite, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

We offer Education and Psychology courses at our 
Caerleon campus in Newport too – see page 216 
for details.
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 I chose to study here because 
I liked the campus and the fact 
that everyone I spoke to only had 
good things to say about it. The 
Psychology course here allows 
and encourages you to think and 
act for yourself. 

Dan Bowers, 
BSc (Hons) Psychology

UCAS course code: C800
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS) 

This programme is accredited by the 
British Psychological Society (BPS), so if 
you graduate with 2:2 Honours or 
higher, you will be eligible for Graduate 
Basis for Chartered Membership (GBC, 
previously known as GBR). This is the 
first step towards becoming a 
Chartered Psychologist and is vital if 
you want to continue professional 
postgraduate training in psychology. 

Course content
The first year will give you an 
introduction to the study of psychology. 
You will cover areas such as research 
methods, biological and cognitive 
psychology, social and developmental 
psychology, learning and individual 
differences, and psychology in everyday 
life. The second year is a chance to 
expand and develop these core areas, 
so you will have a sound basis for 
specialist study in year three. You will 
study modules that cover the core 
areas, as well as taking a module which 
considers the application of theories in 
psychology to areas such as clinical, 
health, sport and occupational 
psychology.

In the final year, you will study advanced 
research methods and complete a 
dissertation on an area that interests you 
most. You can also choose modules that 
best suit your career aims, including 
health, occupational, social, forensic, 
cognitive, developmental and biological 
psychology.

How you will study
You will study through lectures and 
seminars, as well as practical, 
participative workshops and tutorials. 
You will also work independently on 
projects. There is a strong emphasis on 

research methods and you will develop 
your practical psychology skills in our 
purpose-built laboratories. A range of 
psychological tools is available, 
including eye-tracking equipment and 
electroencephalography (EEG) 
machines. For an added perspective, 
you may be able to spend part of your 
second year studying at a European 
university on an Erasmus exchange, or 
at a university in the USA or Australia. 

As well as our excellent dedicated 
teaching facilities, the School of 
Psychology has become the first in a 
UK university to offer a wide range of 
psychological services to the public. 
These are offered through our new 
clinic facility and include play therapy, 
behaviour analysis, and health and 
sport psychology interventions. The 
clinic activities support our wide range 
of postgraduate opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can also get 
involved in some of the clinic’s work.

Career potential
Career opportunities exist in many 
areas, such as clinical, educational, 
forensic, health and occupational 
psychology. You could enter new and 
developing areas of psychology, 
including sport and environmental 
psychology. You will develop a range of 
transferable skills that are highly 
sought-after by employers. These 
include analytical, problem-solving and 
report-writing skills, which will improve 
your career prospects. Some graduates 
successfully complete professional 
training or postgraduate study, others 
choose to establish careers in human 
resources and recruitment, social work, 
journalism, or advertising and 
marketing-related professions. 

Psychology is the scientific study of behaviour and mental processes. It 
has a broad scope and influences many other disciplines in the biological 
and social sciences. On this course, you will study the major approaches 
in psychology, including neuropsychology, social, cognitive, biological 
and developmental psychology, as well as research methods. To improve 
your employability and to achieve your career goals, you can also take 
specialist modules such as clinical, occupational or health psychology. 

BSc (Hons) Psychology
Psychology and Education
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Your degree will be two-thirds 
Psychology, with the other third in your 
Minor subject choice. You can choose 
subjects such as Criminology, Sociology 
and Education. See page 36 for more 
information about combining subjects. 

This course is recognised by the British 
Psychological Society (BPS) for the 
Graduate Basis for Chartered 
Membership (GBC, previously known 
as GBR), which is an essential first step 
towards becoming a Chartered 
Psychologist.

Course content
Year one has introductory modules in 
areas such as biological and cognitive 
psychology, social and developmental 
psychology, learning and individual 
differences, research methods and 
statistics in psychology. You will also 
take modules in your Minor subject. 
You will study the core areas of 
psychology in more depth in the 
second year, as well as the required 
modules in your Minor subject. 

You can specialise in the final year by 
choosing areas that best suit your 
career aims. Modules include cognitive 
neuropsychology, forensic, health and 
occupational psychology, and 
applications of psychology in sport. You 
will complete an in-depth project 
through supervised research and data 
collection. You will also study modules 
from your Minor subject.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures and 
seminars, as well as practical, 
participative workshops and tutorials in 
smaller groups. You can also work 

independently on projects. There is a 
strong emphasis on research methods 
and you will develop your practical 
psychology skills in our purpose-built 
laboratories. A range of psychological 
tools is available, which include 
eye-tracking equipment and 
electroencephalography (EEG) 
machines. You may be able to spend 
part of your second year studying at a 
European university on an Erasmus 
exchange, or at a university in the USA 
or Australia.

As well as our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology has 
become the first in a UK university to 
offer a wide range of psychological 
services to the public. These are offered 
through our new clinic facility, and 
include play therapy, behaviour 
analysis, and health and sport 
psychology interventions. The clinic 
activities support our wide range of 
postgraduate opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can get 
involved in some of the clinic’s work.

Career potential
You will have the same career options 
as other psychology graduates and will 
be eligible to apply for professional 
training in areas such as clinical, 
educational and occupational 
psychology, provided you achieve 2:2 
Honours or higher. Some graduates 
have continued their studies to become 
professional psychologists or at 
postgraduate level. Others have 
established careers in teaching, social 
work and a variety of business careers, 
including marketing and human 
resource management. 

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your Minor subject – please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS) 

Psychology is the scientific study of behaviour and mental processes.  
It is a field that influences and is relevant to many different disciplines.  
By studying psychology in combination with another subject, you can 
enhance your knowledge and skills to access a broader range of career 
options. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

Our Psychology academics 
specialise in the areas of 
developmental psychology, health 
psychology and sport psychology. 
We also have an international 
reputation for cyberpsychology 
and psycholinguistics. 

Did you know?
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A key element of the course is the 
hands-on experience you can gain. You 
will get to carry out applied research 
and other projects involving work 
organisations. This practical experience 
will not only be impressive on your CV 
and boost your employment prospects, 
but could also build your confidence 
and improve your grades.

Course content
The first year provides a solid 
foundation for your studies in 
psychology. Subject areas include 
biological and cognitive psychology, 
social and developmental psychology, 
learning and individual differences, as 
well as research methods and statistics. 
You will also examine how our 
knowledge in different strands of 
psychology, such as health, 
occupational and consumer psychology, 
can be used to address real-world 
problems. In the second year, you will 
study the core areas of psychology in 
more depth and choose modules in 
areas such as sport psychology, 
psychology and education, or clinical 
and abnormal psychology. 

In the final year, you can specialise in 
areas that interest you most, or that 
best meet your career plans. You  
will select modules from options in 
areas such as neuropsychology, and 
occupational, health, biological and 
forensic psychology. You will complete 
a dissertation and a supervised 
intervention project, where you apply 
the psychological knowledge you  
have gained to a real-life problem.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures and 
seminars, as well as practical 
workshops and tutorials. You will also 

have the chance to work on projects 
independently. There is strong emphasis 
on research methods, so you will 
develop your practical psychology skills 
in our purpose-built laboratories.  
Many different psychological tools  
are available, including eye-tracking 
equipment and electroencephalography 
(EEG) machines. You may even be able 
to spend part of your second year 
studying abroad in Europe, Australia  
or the USA.

As well as our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology has 
become the first in a UK university  
to offer a wide range of psychological 
services to the public through a clinic. 
These include play therapy, behaviour 
analysis, and health and sport 
psychology interventions. Clinic 
activities support our postgraduate 
opportunities, and undergraduate 
students can also get involved in some 
of the clinic’s work.

Career potential
The British Psychological Society (BPS) 
has accredited this course, which gives 
you eligibility for the Graduate Basis  
for Chartered Membership (GBC, 
previously known as GBR) with the 
Society when you graduate. This  
will open the way for postgraduate 
professional training in areas of  
applied psychology such as clinical, 
occupational and educational 
psychology, as you progress to  
become a Chartered Psychologist. 

This course is also valuable if you want 
a professional career in areas such as 
recruitment, training, coaching and 
applied research. You will also gain an 
excellent range of skills that are 
regarded highly by potential employers. 

UCAS course code: C810
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS) 

Applied psychologists use psychological principles and theories to 
overcome problems in areas such as work, education and mental health. 
On this course, you will gain the knowledge and skills for a successful 
career in this field. You will study the major approaches in psychology, 
including neuropsychology, social, cognitive, biological and 
developmental psychology, as well as research methods. 

 Learning how psychology 
is applied in the real world, by 
those who actually apply it, has 
been a really enjoyable hands-on 
experience. I can look forward 
to a career in psychology with 
confidence. 

Freyja Bancroft, 
BSc (Hons) Applied Psychology

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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You will study the key areas of 
psychology in the first two years, but as 
you progress through your degree, you 
will increasingly specialise in 
developmental psychology. 

The British Psychological Society (BPS) 
has accredited this course. When you 
graduate, you will be eligible to register 
with them for Graduate Basis for 
Chartered Membership (GBC, 
previously known as GBR), which is  
an essential first step to becoming a 
Chartered Psychologist.

Course content
The first year will give you an 
introduction to the study of psychology. 
You will cover areas such as research 
methods, biological and cognitive 
psychology, social and developmental 
psychology, learning and individual 
differences, and psychology in  
everyday life. 

The second year is a chance to expand 
and develop these core areas, so you 
will have a sound basis for specialist 
study in year three. You will study 
modules that cover the core areas, as 
well as taking a module which 
considers the application of theories in 
psychology to areas such as clinical, 
health, sport and occupational 
psychology.

In your final year, you will study 
specialist modules in psychology and 
ageing, development in adolescence 
and adulthood, as well as two modules 
from a range of options. You will also 
complete an in-depth project in 
developmental psychology through 
your supervised research and data 
collection, which you will write up as a 
dissertation.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures and 
seminars, as well as practical classes, 
workshops and tutorials. To improve 
your employability, there is a strong 
emphasis on research methods and you 
will develop your practical psychology 
skills in our purpose-built laboratories. 
We encourage you to work 
independently on projects and to lead 
presentations where appropriate. You 
could even complete part of your 
studies on an exchange in Europe or 
the USA.

As well as our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology is 
the first in a UK university to offer a 
wide range of psychological services to 
the public through our new clinic 
facility. Services include play therapy, 
behaviour analysis, and health and 
sport psychology interventions. The 
clinic activities support our 
postgraduate study opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can be 
involved in some of the clinic’s work.

Career potential
This course is particularly relevant if you 
want a career in educational 
psychology, to complete postgraduate 
courses in teaching, speech and 
language therapy, social work, or 
postgraduate research in child/
adolescent development or the 
psychology of ageing. You will have the 
same career options as other 
psychology graduates and will be 
eligible to apply for professional 
training in areas such as clinical and 
occupational psychology. During your 
studies, you will gain essential 
analytical, problem-solving, 
presentation and ICT skills, which are 
valued by all employers. 

UCAS course code: C820
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus. 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS) 

Developmental psychology is the scientific study of the psychological 
changes in humans during their lives, from babies to old age. On this 
fascinating degree, you will study how we learn, how we think and 
understand the world, and how we develop language skills, moral 
attitudes and social relationships. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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This British Psychological Society 
accredited degree is an exciting 
opportunity to begin your career in this 
fast-developing field. The course has 
been designed to provide Graduate 
Basis for Chartered Membership (GBC, 
previously known as GBR) with the 
Society, which is the first stage of 
qualification as a sport psychologist. 
Further study at postgraduate level 
(Stage 1 training) and supervised 
practice (Stage 2 training) are needed 
to qualify as a Chartered Sport and 
Exercise Psychologist.

Course content
In your first year, you will gain an 
introduction to sport psychology, 
biological, cognitive, social and 
developmental psychology, learning 
and individual differences, and research 
methods and statistics. You will also 
study Introductory Physiology, which is 
a Sport and Exercise Science module. 
Your second year explores these areas 
in more depth and features a second 
Sport and Exercise Science module of 
your choice.

You can specialise in your final year  
and consider the latest theoretical and 
practical issues in sport psychology.  
You will also complete an in-depth 
dissertation under supervision. For an 
all-round understanding of the field 
and to improve your employability,  
you can choose modules from other  
areas of Psychology, and Sport and  
Exercise Science.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars, and practical classes, 
workshops, tutorials and guest 
presentations. You will be encouraged 
to work independently and in groups, 
and to lead presentations where 
appropriate. We place clear emphasis 
on research methods and the practical 
skills you will gain in our purpose-built 
laboratories. You will work with 
athletes in your final year to put your 
skills into practice and improve your 
employability. There are even 
opportunities for overseas exchanges  
in Europe, Australia, and the USA. 

In addition to our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology is 
the first in a UK university to offer a 
wide range of psychological services to 
the public, including sport psychology 
interventions. The clinic activities 
support our wide range of 
postgraduate opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can also get 
involved in some of the clinic’s work. 

Career potential
There is a wide range of excellent 
career opportunities open to students 
with a sport psychology degree. We 
also understand the importance of 
developing skills you can use in any 
profession. These skills, such as 
problem solving, communication and 
presentations, report writing, IT, 
numeracy and teamwork, are valued 
highly by employers and will help you 
secure a rewarding career inside or 
outside sport and exercise psychology. 

UCAS course code: C601
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Foundation studies: Yes 

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS)

Sport psychology seeks to understand the psychological factors that 
affect the behaviour of individuals, teams or organisations in sport, and 
how lifestyle issues can influence wellbeing and performance. You will 
study the main areas of psychology and specialise in aspects of sport 
psychology as you progress. 

 In the final year, we were given 
the opportunity to interview 
athletes, observe them in training 
and subsequently develop an 
intervention plan that would help 
them better their performance.  
It was really exciting and 
interesting. The course has 
helped me establish my sport 
psychology foundations. My long-
term ambition is to work as a 
professional sport psychologist  
at a major football club. 

Gabriella Pereira, 
BSc (Hons) Sport Psychology

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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P BSc (Hons) Childhood and Youth

This course of study provides a solid 
understanding of the issues facing 
children and adolescents from 
multiple perspectives, including 
psychology, sociology, criminology, and 
education. It places strong emphasis 
on assessment and intervention with 
children and young people with 
behavioural challenges. You will 
learn effective strategies for helping 
children with a range of difficulties, 
such as ADHD, antisocial behaviour, 
autism, and learning disabilities. By 
graduation, you will be prepared to 
help these children in a wide range of 
settings, including homes, schools, and 
communities. 

Course content
As well as building your knowledge 
about how children and adolescents 
develop psychologically and socially, 
you will come to understand how 
social, cultural and political issues 
directly affect young people. You will 
also develop the practical skills to 
change their lives in meaningful ways. 
Some of the modules you might study 
include:

• Development in childhood and 
adolescence • Assessment and 
intervention for challenging behaviour 
• Behaviour change in homes, schools 
and communities • Debates in 
education • Social policy and young 
people • Understanding youth crime

This course is approved by the 
Behaviour Analyst Certification Board 
(BACB) as meeting the content 
requirements for certification as a 
Board Certified Assistant Behaviour 
Analyst (BCABA).

How you will study
You will learn through a range of 
methods and link your academic study 
to actual practice. Assessments include 
case studies, essays, projects and 
examinations. Oral presentations and 
group projects may also be assessed. 
There is emphasis on research methods 
and the development of your practical 
skills. To enhance your employability, 
these practical elements will give you 
a number of opportunities to extend 
your knowledge in settings outside the 
classroom.

As well as our excellent dedicated 
teaching facilities, the School of 
Psychology has become the first in a 
UK university to offer a wide range 
of psychological services to the public 
through our new clinic. These include 
play therapy, behaviour analysis, and 
health interventions. Clinic activities 
support our many postgraduate 
opportunities, and undergraduate 
students can get involved in some of 
the clinic’s work. 

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will have 
built a strong foundation for a range of 
professions. Since 2010, all professional 
youth workers need a degree 
qualification. This award is also suitable 
to access an accredited postgraduate 
training course, and provides the 
necessary knowledge and skills to  
train for a career in applied behaviour 
analysis, social work, youth justice 
and probation services, teaching, or 
therapeutic play. 

UCAS course code: L590
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Behaviour Analyst 
Certification Board (BACB)

If you are interested in the development and wellbeing of children and 
young people, and want to make a positive difference to their lives, this 
course will help you achieve your goals. 

 I didn’t realise how many 
career opportunities were 
available to me until I started this 
course. It’s amazing. 

Sarah LeBeau, 
BSc (Hons) Childhood  
and Youth

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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Psychology and Well Being Wales (PAWB) Clinic, 
Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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P BSc (Hons) Early Years Development  
and Education

There have been significant 
developments in the early years 
workforce in recent years, creating new 
roles and opportunities for graduates in 
the field. To enhance your employability 
and career prospects, you will complete 
two work placement modules. This 
experience will not only improve your 
confidence and ability, but can also 
improve your academic understanding 
and your grades.

You can also tailor this degree to your 
career aims by choosing one module 
each year in a subject of your choice. 
National Curriculum subject areas tend 
to be a popular choice among students 
who want to work in primary schools. 

Course content
Year one: Understanding children and 
young people • Introduction to theories 
and debates in primary education  
• Understanding primary practice  
• Optional module 

Year two: Developmental psychology 
• Research with children and young 
people • Biology of development  
• Tutoring in schools and colleges  
• Literacy across the primary curriculum 
• Debates in education 2

Year three: Childhood and youth 
research project • The way children 
think and learn • Play and development 
• Development in adolescence and 
adulthood • Advanced tutoring in 
schools and colleges • Debates in 
education 3 • Explorations in primary 
education • Developing primary 
practice • Learner support in schools 
• Education project

How you will study
You will learn in a range of ways 
and your academic study is linked to 
professional practice. This includes 
practical placements in years two 
and three, plus lectures, seminars 
and practical sessions where you 
can use your knowledge in different 
educational contexts. The practical 
elements of the course will give you 
many opportunities to extend your 
knowledge in settings outside the 
classroom, which will enhance your 
employability.

As well as our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology is 
the first in a UK university to offer a 
wide range of psychological services 
to the public through our new clinic, 
PAWB Wales. This includes play 
therapy, behaviour analysis, and health 
interventions. Clinic activities support 
our postgraduate opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can get 
involved in some of the clinic’s work. 

Career potential
When you graduate, you can choose 
from a variety of rewarding careers 
such as youth and community work, 
supporting roles in primary schools, or 
at a senior level in day nurseries. You 
could also consider further training 
in teaching, play therapy, social 
work, speech and language therapy, 
paediatric occupational therapy, and 
professional psychology, including 
clinical and educational fields. We offer 
exciting postgraduate courses that 
complement this degree, including 
MSc/PgDip Play and Therapeutic Play, 
and MSc Educational Practice. 

UCAS course code: CX83
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course studies early years development from psychological and 
educational perspectives. If you want a career working with young 
children, you will gain the knowledge and skills you need on this course. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

 The opportunities and 
experiences that I have received 
here have allowed me to master 
my skills and develop my 
confidence. This has inevitably 
shaped my character and 
prepared me for new challenges.

Helen Wakeford,  
BSc (Hons) Early Years 
Development and Education,
PhD Student 
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This is a highly flexible Minor course 
that you can study in different ways. 
You can combine this subject with a 
wide range of National Curriculum 
subjects, such as English. There is more 
information about combining subjects 
on page 36. 

If you are interested in studying 
other courses but are still considering 
education as a career option, you can 
study modules from this course to add 
value to your other subjects.

Course content
You will select two modules in each 
year from a range of options. Examples 
of modules include: 

• Debates in education 1 • Developing 
mentoring and coaching skills for 
learning • Tutoring in schools and 
colleges • Debates in education 2  
• Debates in education 3 • Explorations 
in primary education • Advanced 
tutoring in schools and colleges 
• Developing primary practice 
• Education project 

How you will study 
You will benefit from a range of 
learning approaches that link your 
academic study to professional practice 
in the real world. You will learn 
through lectures, tutorials, seminars, 
structured discussions, workshops and 
a final year project. 

There is the chance to gain practical 
skills and build your confidence 
through placements in primary and 
secondary schools, or further education 
colleges. You will be assessed by end-
of-semester examinations, coursework 
and project work.

Career potential
The study of education has relevance 
for many careers and you will gain 
skills that are valuable in numerous 
professions. You may want a career 
in teaching, training, youth and 
community work, for example, or in 
a wide range of child-related charity 
settings. A number of graduates 
progress to a Postgraduate Certificate 
in Education (PGCE) to qualify as 
primary and secondary school teachers, 
possessing a sound theoretical base 
and relevant practical experience. 

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: Dependent 
on your Major subject – please 
contact the University  
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

On this course, you will study the nature and organisation of the 
education system, as well as the theory and practice of teaching and 
learning. An important element of the course is the chance to gain 
practical teaching experience in schools or colleges. Not only will you put 
what you have learned into practice, but you will also gain skills that will 
improve your employment prospects. 

 Studying Education here gave 
me the perfect preparation for 
my PGCE. From theory to actual 
teaching experience, the course 
could not have been better. 

Oliver Farr,  
BA (Hons) History with 
Education
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Last year, our students discovered 
new comets and asteroids, and 
our lecturers took part in the 
BBC’s Stargazing Live. 

Did you know?

As part of our £15m campus 
investment, science students 
have new, purpose-built facilities. 
At our Glyntaff campus, you 
can develop your skills in a 
professional environment. 
Come to an Open Day to see for 
yourself – see inside front cover 
for details.

Did you know?

BSc (Hons) Observational Astronomy Assessment, Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd
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It takes a unique, hands-on approach 
that ensures you actually “do” 
astronomy, as well as learning about 
the core science behind planets, stars, 
galaxies and cosmology. Throughout 
this course you will engage in a 
wide range of scientific research 
programmes, project planning/
management activities, and science 
communication. 

As well as studying astronomical 
theory (including such diverse topics as 
astrobiology and archaeoastronomy), 
you will gain lots of hands-on 
experience in observational astronomy 
and astrophysical techniques. In recent 
years, students have undertaken field 
courses in Spain, Portugal, Poland 
and Arizona. A regular field course to 
a dedicated teaching observatory in 
Majorca takes place in the first year, and 
we visit a number of observatories and 
geological sites in Arizona in the third 
year (additional costs apply). Trips to UK 
archaeological/geological sites, scientific 
facilities and relevant conferences take 
place throughout the year.

We have a number of telescopes for 
student use, and you will be trained 
in digital photography, CCD imaging 
and a range of data analysis techniques 
such as astrometry, photometry and 
spectroscopy. Right from the start, you 
will have regular access to the two-
metre Faulkes Telescopes in Australia 
and Hawaii, and can participate in 
a variety of research programmes, 
collaborating with professional/amateur 
astronomers and schools groups from 
around the world. In recent years, our 
students have been involved in the 
discovery of a number of asteroids and 
comets as part of ongoing research 
programmes.

Through the Faulkes Telescope 
Project, you will regularly engage with 
education and outreach programmes, 
working with schools, science centres 
and museums. 

Course content
Year one: Introductory astronomy and 
astrophysics • Planetary geology and 
geophysics • Astrobiology • Exploring 
the sky • History of astronomy 
and space science • Astronomical 
techniques 

Year two: Cosmology • Galaxies 
• Asteroids, comets and catastrophism 
• Stars and the bomb • Planetary 
science • Astronomy research project/
dissertation 

Year three: Stellar astrophysics 
• Selected topics in modern 
astrophysics • The hidden universe  
• Observing the universe (Arizona field 
course) • Advanced astronomy project 
(double module)

How you will study
You will learn through a mixture of 
methods, including lectures, seminars, 
tutorials, e-learning, and supervised 
astronomical observing sessions and 
field trips. In addition, there will be 
opportunities each year to engage with 
various astronomy research, education 
and outreach programmes. Assessment 
includes project work, exams, essays, 
presentations and practical coursework. 

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
have a broad knowledge of astronomy 
and a critical understanding of the 
core science, alongside experience 
of developing and managing a wide 
range of projects. You will develop 
science communication skills that are 
valuable in many careers, particularly 
journalism and teaching. Our graduates 
have enjoyed diverse careers, including 
teaching in schools, universities, 
museums and science centres, NASA/
ESA public outreach, web design, 
postgraduate research, journalism and 
research for the BBC and other media 
organisations.

UCAS course code: F520
UCAS campus code: A 

Entry requirements: 240 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, CCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies, and 
include at least one science 
(from Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
or Geology) or Mathematics. 
Relevant experience in amateur 
astronomy (or similar) will also be 
considered.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

If you are fascinated by the universe and want to really engage with 
science, this is one of our most innovative courses. 

 I find the whole course 
fascinating. The subjects that we 
cover are so diverse, ranging from 
Greek mythology to astrobiology 
and quantum physics in the first 
year alone. The combination 
of exciting topics stimulates 
you constantly. Observational 
Astronomy never ceases to amaze 
me – I’m hooked! 

Emma Wride, 
BSc (Hons) Observational 
Astronomy

BSc (Hons) Observational Astronomy
Science
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S BSc (Hons) Chemistry 

This Chemistry degree will train you to 
be a fully-qualified scientist. We place 
an emphasis on analytical chemistry 
and modern aspects of chemical 
science to develop your ability to think 
logically and apply the principles of 
chemistry to any area. 

We have an extensive range of 
modern equipment in specialist new 
laboratories. This means you will 
gain valuable experience of the key 
techniques used by the chemical 
industries, which will be an advantage 
when you apply for graduate jobs.

Graduates of our Chemistry courses 
are eligible for Associate Membership 
of the Royal Society of Chemistry 
(AMRSC), the senior professional body 
for advancing the chemical sciences 
in the UK. We are currently applying 
to the Royal Society of Chemistry to 
obtain accreditation for this course. 
This means that what you learn meets 
professional requirements and will 
make you a more attractive candidate 
to employers.

To enhance your skills and career 
potential, you will get plenty of hands-
on experience. You can even train in 
the workplace between years two 
and three as part of your studies. This 
‘sandwich year’ placement in industry 
will look impressive on your CV, giving 
you knowledge and skills that should 
also improve your final year grades.

Course content
As well as traditional aspects of 
physical, inorganic, analytical and 
organic chemistry, you will study 
biological chemistry, environmental 
chemistry, organometallic chemistry, 
and heterocyclic chemistry. During 
the third year, you can undertake a 
practical research project under the 
supervision of an academic member 
of staff.

How you will study
You will study six modules each year, 
with each module involving around 
three hours each week in lectures, 
tutorials, laboratory classes, or 
e-learning. You will have to complete 
coursework as you progress and  
sit exams at the end of each  
academic year.

Career potential
Chemists are capable of successful 
careers in a wide range of scientific, 
business and commercial areas, 
including food science, environmental 
monitoring, pharmaceutical research or 
development. 

Our graduates have gained work in 
public or commercial laboratories, 
forensic science services and education, 
while many continue to postgraduate 
research. The skills you gain from a 
degree in chemistry are valued in other 
professions and can offer many career 
options. 

UCAS course code: F100
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Chemistry and usually 
another science subject, and to 
exclude General Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Chemistry is involved in every part of our day-to-day lives – the medicines 
we take, the fuels we use, our food and clothing, and how we dispose  
of our waste. Chemists are the people in industry, medicine and research 
who try to improve the quality of our lives through their work. 

 I chose this course because the 
University had a good reputation 
for quality of teaching, plus the 
campus had a great feel about it 
when I visited on the Open Days. 
It also gave me a chance to see 
the facilities – this made it stand 
out from other universities, as 
they tended to lean away from 
the hands-on approach that this 
degree offers. 

Adam Savin, 
BSc (Hons) Chemistry

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

98% of our Chemistry and 
Forensics graduates are in 
employment or further study 
within six months of graduation.

Did you know?

(Graduate Destination Survey 2011)
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SBSc (Hons) Pharmaceutical Science 

There is a whole range of exciting 
careers for pharmaceutical scientists, 
from discovering the next potent 
antiviral compound to worldwide 
marketing, or the legal world of 
regulatory affairs. It is a global industry 
that is ever-changing to meet new 
challenges in healthcare and medicine, 
and developments in research  
and production. 

To enhance your skills and career 
potential, you will get plenty of hands-
on experience in our new laboratories. 
This means you will gain valuable 
experience of the important techniques 
used by the pharmaceutical industry, 
which will be a significant advantage 
when you apply for graduate jobs. 
You may even choose to take a work 
placement between years two and 
three. Not only will this be impressive 
on your CV, but it will also give you 
knowledge and skills that should help 
improve your final year grades.

Course content
The course has a strong grounding in 
the chemical and biological sciences, 
and you will study subjects in the areas 
of chemistry, analytical chemistry and 
spectroscopy, biochemistry, drug design 
and delivery, and pharmaceutical 
regulation. There is emphasis on 
gaining practical skills, for which the 
University has an excellent reputation. 
You will study in new, purpose-built 
laboratories that house industry-
standard equipment. 

How you will study
With a strong focus on gaining relevant 
practical skills and industry knowledge, 
modules are delivered through lectures, 
tutorials, workshops and practical 
laboratory sessions. Self-directed 
study is a part of all modules and is 
supported by Blackboard, our virtual 
learning environment. You will be 
taught by highly qualified chemists, 
some of whom have considerable 
experience of providing training to the 
pharmaceutical sector and teaching 
pharmaceutical science. You will 
benefit from a range of assessment 
methods, including exams, written 
assignments, presentations, and 
laboratory work.

Career potential
Your degree will be the key to 
unlocking your potential in a host of 
interesting and fulfilling careers. The 
pharmaceutical industry is one of the 
largest employers of scientists in the  
UK and, on graduation, you will  
have the scientific background and 
industry knowledge to be a desirable  
candidate to employers.

Careers for scientists in this sector 
are highly varied. As well as research 
and development, scientists may find 
themselves in roles that range from 
marketing and sales, patent filing, 
quality assurance, regulatory affairs, 
or even process development. Being 
a chemistry-based degree, this course 
can also lead to careers in related 
industries, eg, chemical manufacturing, 
quality control, and public health 
laboratories. It will also enable you 
to pursue postgraduate studies in a 
related field. 

UCAS course code: F151
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Chemistry and normally 
another science subject and/
or Mathematics, and to exclude 
General Studies.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

On this award, you will gain theoretical knowledge and practical skills 
tailored specifically towards the pharmaceutical industry, which is one of 
the largest employers of scientists in the UK. 

 The course gives a deep insight 
into the pharmaceutical industry. 
The most enjoyable part so far 
has been the ‘Pharmaceuticals:  
A Global Industry’ module,  
where we learnt about the major 
companies and drugs in the 
industry. We see this leading to  
a role with one of these major 
companies. 

Sunil Bedi and Amar Ali,
BSc (Hons) Pharmaceutical 
Science

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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S BSc (Hons) Forensic Science 

Exciting, challenging and relevant 
to modern forensic investigation, 
this course gives you practical and 
theoretical training in essential 
and advanced concepts of crime 
scene investigation, the laboratory 
analysis of forensic evidence, and 
the interpretation, evaluation and 
presentation of evidence – all of which 
should make you highly employable in 
this sector. 

Our new analytical and forensic 
evidence laboratories have industry-
standard instrumentation, which means 
you will gain the practical skills that 
employers demand. You will also learn 
in our crime scene simulation facilities, 
including a multi-room crime scene 
house and village – a unique facility 
where you learn how to process major 
crime scenes. 

The course has a strong analytical 
science base and is accredited by 
the Forensic Science Society. This 
means that you will have an excellent 
grounding for careers in the forensic 
science sector and in other analytical 
science-based fields, such as chemical 
and biological analysis. We place strong 
emphasis on employability throughout 
the course. There are also opportunities 
to undertake work placements 
and develop advanced subject and 
employability skills that are relevant to 
modern analytical investigative science.

Course content
The first year focuses on the 
sub-disciplines used in forensic 
investigations such as anthropology, 
odontology, entomology, and earth 
science. You will also study crime scene 
investigation, organic and physical 
chemistry, and forensic biology.

The second year focuses on the 
laboratory analysis of forensic 
evidence, with modules in analytical 
chemistry and spectroscopy. You will 
learn how to use industry-standard 
instrumentation and analyse forensic 
evidence and other sample types. You 
will learn how to handle evidence, 
write scientific reports and prepare 
case files. Molecular biology and DNA 
analysis also feature, as do crime scene 
photography and computer forensics.

In the final year, you will study more 
advanced concepts and techniques, 
plus specialist subjects such as fire and 
explosion investigation, toxicology, 
and scanning electron microscopy. You 
will also review contemporary cases, 
conduct a project on an area that 
interests you, learn how to present 
evidence in court and participate  
in moot court scenarios, where  
you will be cross-examined.

How you will study
You will typically spend up to 18 hours 
per week in taught classes, including 
lectures, tutorials and practicals. You 
will be assessed by written assignments 
and practical laboratory work 
throughout the year, and by end of 
year examinations.

Career potential
The practical skills and knowledge 
of our graduates are highly desired 
by employers of analytical scientists, 
including the forensic science sector. 
Graduates have gained employment 
with police scientific support units, with 
toxicology and forensic laboratories 
in the UK and overseas, DNA analysis 
laboratories, and in the chemical and 
pharmaceutical industries. Other career 
destinations include teaching,  
research, court reporting, and in 
investigative teams. 

UCAS course code: F125 
• Sandwich FK10
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Chemistry and Biology, 
and to exclude General Studies.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Forensic 
Science Society

Forensic science is a broad subject that draws on a range of scientific 
disciplines, which are then used to solve crimes. 

 I would recommend this course 
to anyone with a keen interest in 
science, especially chemistry. A 
forensic scientist requires analytical 
thinking and the ability to make 
connections between things. The 
course can be very challenging, 
but the versatility of the subject 
means you can use your degree 
for a variety of career paths. 

Stefanie Kohlisch, 
BSc (Hons) Forensic Science, 
Drugs Analyst for LGC 
Forensics

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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All our Forensic Science courses 
are accredited by the Forensic 
Science Society. Assessors were 
impressed with our small class 
sizes for laboratory sessions, our 
specialist equipment, excellent 
use of realistic crime scenes and 
forensic evidence, and good 
career opportunities.

Did you know?

Forensic Science practical session, Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd
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S BSc (Hons) Forensic Biology 

Forensic biologists are involved in the 
analysis of evidence such as blood, 
hair and DNA. They also work with 
other forensic scientists, such as 
anthropologists and odontologists, to 
investigate crimes against individuals 
and natural disasters. This interesting 
and practical degree provides the skills 
and knowledge to appreciate the value 
of biological evidence, giving you an 
excellent grounding for a career in 
forensic biology. 

The University has been running 
forensic science courses for over a 
decade. We were one of the first 
UK universities to offer a BSc (Hons) 
Forensic Biology and this course has 
accreditation from the Forensic Science 
Society. This means that what you 
learn meets industry standards, giving 
your career the best possible start. You 
will also benefit from our excellent 
facilities. These include new, purpose-
built laboratories at our Glyntaff 
campus and the scenes of crime house, 
which recreates scenarios for you to 
investigate.

After your second year, you can 
spend a year getting experience in 
the workplace. This year is not just a 
chance to use the skills and knowledge 
you have gained at the University, but 
will also look impressive on your CV 
and give you a head start when you 
compete for graduate jobs.

Course content
Forensic biology covers a wide range of 
sciences, from criminalistics to organic 
chemistry. Your first year will introduce 
you to the fundamental concepts of 
crime scene investigation protocol. You 
will also gain scientific knowledge of 
the chemical and biological analytical 
techniques used to assist investigations. 

The second year will enhance 
your practical skills and theoretical 
knowledge through forensic evidence 
and forensic imaging. You will also 
develop your understanding of 
biological science and your skills 
in analytical chemistry techniques, 
molecular biology, and medical 
microbiology. 

In the third year, you will study 
advanced modules and critically analyse 
forensic case studies, as well as forensic 
microscopy and scanning electron 
microscopy. You will study toxicology 
and clinical biochemistry, and conduct 
advanced biological analyses that 
involve genetics, DNA, and biological 
anthropology.

How you will study
Your study will involve about 10 hours 
in lectures and tutorials each week, as 
well as six hours in practical sessions. 
Your progress and achievements will be 
monitored through coursework, such 
as practicals and occasional in-course 
tests, plus end-of-year examinations.

Career potential
Our Forensic Biology degree will equip 
you with a wide range of scientific, 
practical and communication skills 
that are highly valued by employers. 
To improve your employability, there 
is an emphasis on research skills, data 
analysis and report writing.

Graduates from this course have 
the knowledge and skills to gain 
good careers in a number of areas, 
such as scenes of crime and forensic 
investigation teams, biomedical 
laboratories, toxicology laboratories, 
chemical science, police service, 
or employment in the food and 
pharmaceutical industries. 

UCAS course code: B790
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Biology and Chemistry, 
and to exclude General Studies. 

Length: Full-time 3 years 

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Forensic 
Science Society

Forensic biology is a specific discipline within the forensic sciences that 
focuses on evidence of a biological nature. 

 I looked at other universities 
and chose to study here because 
it’s got lots of practical space. 
The course is very exciting and is  
half theory and half practice, 
which should make me more 
employable. Plus, it’s one of only 
a few universities accredited by 
the Forensic Science Society. 

Lloyd Johnson, 
BSc (Hons) Forensic Biology

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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SBSc (Hons) Forensic Chemistry 

You will learn about general forensic 
methods and crime scene investigation, 
and gain in-depth training in all the 
analytical techniques you need to 
become a forensic chemist. This 
qualification should enable you to gain 
Associate Membership of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry (AMRSC). The 
course is also accredited by the Forensic 
Science Society, which means that what 
you learn meets the high standards 
demanded by professionals.

To improve your employability, you will 
receive instruction from leading experts 
and practitioners in forensic pathology 
and crime scene investigation. 

We make sure you have plenty of 
opportunities to gain extensive practical 
experience and you can take a 
year-long work placement between 
years two and three. During this year, 
you will gain valuable practical 
experience of a range of techniques, 
which will be excellent preparation for 
employment and could improve  
your final year grades.

Course content
In the first year, you will be introduced 
to forensic science, organic, inorganic 
and physical chemistry, and 
criminalistics. 

In your second year, you can study in 
more depth and advance your skills in 
areas such as conductivity, spectroscopy, 
analytical chemistry, forensic imaging, 
forensic earth science, forensic 
evidence, and synthetic organic 
chemistry. 

Final year modules include forensic 
microscopy, electron microscopy and 
X-ray microanalysis, advanced organic 
chemistry, advanced analytical and 
physical chemistry, and toxicology. You 
will also work from real-life case studies 
and complete a research dissertation 
on a topic of your choice.

How you will study
All our forensic science students study 
in new, purpose-built laboratories at 
our Glyntaff campus. You will study six 
modules each year, with each module 
involving around three hours each 
week in lectures, tutorials, laboratory 
classes, or e-learning. You will have to 
complete coursework as you progress 
and sit exams at the end of each 
academic year.

Career potential
Career opportunities for our graduates 
have been very good. They have gained 
positions in forensic, pharmaceutical, 
toxicological, biomedical, environmental 
and analytical laboratories, 
environmental monitoring, and 
education, while many continue  
to postgraduate study. 

UCAS course code: F411 
• Sandwich F413
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Chemistry and usually 
one other science, and to exclude 
General Studies.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Sandwich 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Forensic 
Science Society

Forensic science is a broad subject that draws on knowledge from a 
range of scientific disciplines. On this course, you will gain specialist 
training in analytical forensic chemistry and how it is used to assist 
criminal investigations.

 I chose the University because 
the facilities for studying science 
are superb. We do various 
experiments and get to use 
the high-spec instrumentation. 
This is really good, as having a 
working knowledge of these will 
considerably enhance my career 
prospects, as will having a strong 
understanding of chemistry.  

Lydia Yip, 
BSc (Hons) Forensic Chemistry

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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This well-established course is ideal 
if you have a keen interest in living 
organisms and want to gain an 
all-round knowledge of the subject. 
You will study a wide range of topics 
to develop a sound foundation for a 
scientific career. Subjects range from 
molecular biology and immunology, 
to freshwater biology and tropical 
ecology. This degree offers exciting 
field courses, where you will gain 
practical skills at locations throughout 
the UK and abroad (additional costs 
apply), while you will learn in purpose-
built laboratories on campus. 

The University’s Biology Research 
Group was recognised in the latest 
UK Research Assessment Exercise 
(RAE2008) as having substantial 
elements of internationally recognised 
quality in its outputs, esteem and 
infrastructure. This means you will be 
taught by experts who can bring the 
latest thinking and developments to 
the classroom. 

All our Biology courses have been 
reviewed by the Society of Biology, 
the professional body for biologists, 
and granted Recognised Programme 
status. This means that our courses 
are suitable preparation for a career in 
biology. As a graduate from one of our 
biology degrees, you would be eligible 
for Associate Membership of the 
Society and entitled to use the letters 
‘AMSB’ after your name, in recognition 
of this early stage of your career 
development.

Course content
In the first year, you will gain a 
thorough grounding in key areas 
in biology, including microbiology, 
genetics, plant diversity, and ecology. 
You will also develop the techniques 
and skills to conduct work in the 
laboratory and in the field. 

The second year will expand your 
knowledge in core subject areas 
such as zoology, physiology, medical 
microbiology, and human genetics, 
and offers optional modules in 
behavioural ecology, European wildlife 
assessment, and tropical field ecology. 
By choosing subjects from options such 
as these, you can start to tailor your 
studies. In addition to core modules 
that include communities, agriculture 
and biotechnology, and marine and 
freshwater biology, you can specialise 
even further in your final year by 
choosing areas that best fit your  
career aspirations. 

How you will study
You will usually spend 15-20 hours 
in scheduled classes every week. You 
will learn through lectures, laboratory 
sessions, tutorials, and field trips in 
the UK and abroad, in locations like 
Malaysia, Indonesia or Cuba (additional 
costs apply). You will also need to 
spend the same amount of time on 
background reading, assignments or 
writing practical reports. Assessment is 
through coursework and exams at the 
end of each year. 

Attendance at a residential field course 
is a compulsory part of some modules. 
During your final year, you will conduct 
an original research project on a 
specific topic that interests you. There 
are also opportunities for training in 
scuba diving and other field-based 
disciplines (additional costs apply).

Career potential
There is high demand for science 
graduates and our biology graduates 
have found employment in a range 
of fields, including environmental 
consultancy and agencies, clinical 
laboratories, the food and drink 
industry, and teaching. Many graduates 
progress to postgraduate study. 

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a minimum C grade in 
Biology, and to exclude General 
Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is recognised by the 
Society of Biology.

Biology is the scientific study of living organisms, their structure and how 
they survive in different habitats. 

 I spent the best three years of 
my life studying the BSc (Hons) 
Biology degree, which was 
everything I thought it would be 
– and more. 

Jonathan Owen,
BSc (Hons) Biology

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

UCAS course code: C100
UCAS campus code: A
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SBSc (Hons) Human Biology 

You will learn about the relationships 
between molecular, anatomical, 
physiological and anthropological 
aspects of human biology, with a 
focus on biomedical aspects of human 
processes, such as how we respond to 
infection and how drugs act on  
the body. 

This course places significant emphasis 
on laboratory techniques, handling 
data, solving problems, writing reports, 
and oral presentations. These elements 
enable you to understand scientific 
methodology and critically evaluate 
scientific data, which are essential skills 
for a wide range of scientific careers. 

All our Biology courses have been 
reviewed by the Society of Biology, 
the professional body for biologists, 
and granted Recognised Programme 
status. This means that our courses 
are suitable preparation for a career in 
biology. As a graduate from one of our 
biology degrees, you would be eligible 
for Associate Membership of the 
Society and entitled to use the letters 
‘AMSB’ after your name.

Course content
The first year will introduce you to a 
range of subjects, including anatomy, 
cell biology, genetics, biochemistry and 
microbiology, which form the basis of 
this Human Biology course.

You will develop your knowledge 
in the second year, exploring areas 
such as medical microbiology, cellular 
pathology and disease processes, 
human genetics, endocrinology, 
nutrition and metabolism.

The final year allows you to study more 
specialist areas, including biological 
anthropology, tropical medicine,  
clinical biochemistry, pharmacology, 
immunology, and research in an area  
of your choice.

How you will study
Our science students enjoy new 
facilities in purpose-built laboratories 
at our Glyntaff campus, including 
specialist microbiology laboratories. 
You will learn through lectures, 
tutorials, and practical classes, with 
assessment through coursework and 
exams at the end of each year. 

All students undertake an extensive 
project in their final year, under the 
supervision of a member of staff. A 
diverse range of projects is available, 
from molecular parasitology to forensic 
anthropology, microbiology, and 
genetics. 

Science Education in Schools is  
an alternative to the final year  
research project and is part of the 
Undergraduate Ambassadors Scheme 
(UAS), which awards academic credit  
to students who work with teachers  
in local schools. This is a valuable 
opportunity to gain experience if  
you want a career in teaching.

Career potential
This human biology degree provides 
the scientific basis for a career in a 
range of scientific fields, including 
biomedical research, teaching and 
biotechnology industries. Our emphasis 
on applied biological knowledge 
is ideal if you want to progress to 
postgraduate study, including medicine. 

UCAS course code: C101
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include Biology (a minimum C 
in Biology) and a science subject 
such as Chemistry or Physics, but 
to exclude General Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is recognised by the 
Society of Biology. 

This human biology degree will give you a sound scientific understanding 
of health and disease in the human body. 

 I chose a Human Biology 
degree because it offers so many 
career options. I also liked the 
variety of subjects and topics 
you get to study. I especially like 
lectures about topics that I can 
relate to, like human diseases and 
disorders, and lectures that make 
me think about things I’d never 
considered, like how the immune 
system works. 

Lindsey Mayers,
BSc (Hons) Human Biology

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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S BSc (Hons) International Wildlife Biology 

The wildlife biology sector is worth 
billions of dollars to the world 
economy and this degree will open 
a host of career opportunities, 
including conservation organisations, 
environmental groups and in private 
industry. You will learn about the 
biological processes that determine 
the diversity and distribution of plants 
and animals, and how to apply science 
to wildlife management. Wildlife 
biologists research vital subjects such as 
genetics, ecology, behaviour, disease, 
physiology, land use changes, fisheries, 
and pollution. 

There is a strong practical field element 
in this course. You will study in the 
game parks of South Africa, on coral 
reefs, and in the tropical forests of 
Asia, Central or South America, as 
well as in the UK. You can also gain 
extra qualifications that will enhance 
your career opportunities. You will 
undertake a field guiding course and 
can gain PADI Open Water diving 
qualifications. You should be aware 
that all students are expected to 
complete dive training and that this 
degree requires study abroad, which 
involves additional costs. These are 
reviewed annually and are to be paid 
on enrolment in years one and two. 

All our Biology courses have been 
reviewed by the Society of Biology, 
the professional body for biologists, 
and granted Recognised Programme 
status. This means that our courses 
are suitable preparation for a career in 
biology. As a graduate from one of our 
biology degrees, you would be eligible 
for Associate Membership of the 
Society and entitled to use the letters 
‘AMSB’ after your name.

Course content
Year one: Diversity of life – plants 
and invertebrates • Cellular biology 
• Experimental design and data 
manipulation • Principles of ecology 
• Landform systems • Big game 
tracking (South Africa) 

Year two: African biodiversity (South 
Africa) • Genetics • Vertebrate zoology 
• Modelling for wildlife management 
• Comparative physiology • Behavioural 
ecology • European wildlife assessment 
• Tropical ecology (Honduras, Cuba, 
Indonesia)

Year three: Ecological interactions 
• Wildlife management • Molecular 
ecology • Marine and freshwater 
biology • Tropical medicine or 
Communities, agriculture and 
biotechnology • Project 

How you will study
Science students enjoy new facilities 
in purpose-built laboratories at our 
Glyntaff campus. You will learn 
through lectures, tutorials, computer 
exercises, practical classes, fieldwork, 
and practice in the field. Assessment 
methods vary for each module and 
include written exams, coursework, 
laboratory and fieldwork reports, 
presentations, and essays.

Career potential
Our strong scientific approach means 
you will have the skills for a range 
of career paths, including research, 
management, consultancy, and 
education. Graduates find career 
opportunities with a variety of 
organisations and agencies. They also 
carry out research to develop effective 
wildlife management systems. 

UCAS course code: C300
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 300 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
to include grade B or above in 
Biology and another science, and 
to exclude General Studies. An 
interview is required.

Length: Full-time 3 years (First 
summer vacation spent partly in 
South Africa)

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course is recognised by the 
Society of Biology.

Wildlife biology is the study of organisms, their environment, ecology 
and management. This course is the only one of its kind in the UK and 
you will get to study on three continents, work in rainforests, national 
parks and on coral reefs. 

 A highly enjoyable degree 
programme! The overseas 
field trips to South Africa 
and Indonesia were definitely 
highlights of the course. They 
gave me invaluable experiences 
in the use of study techniques. 
One-to-one advice, facilities and 
equipment were always readily 
available. If you are interested 
in wildlife or conservation on 
a global or regional scale, this 
course is a must. All of the 
lecturers are extremely helpful 
and passionate about their 
subjects – this is reflected in the 
way they teach. 

Stephen Cross, 
BSc (Hons) International 
Wildlife Biology

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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SBSc (Hons) Natural History 

You will study different organisms 
– how they are identified, their life 
history and relationships. Through 
the study of their habitats and 
environments, such as oceans, rivers, 
forests, agricultural land and urban 
areas, you will learn how humans affect 
living things. You will also understand 
the processes that shape our land, 
coastlines and climate. 

Observation, identification and survey 
skills are key in the study of natural 
history, and this course has a strong 
practical field element for you to gain 
key skills in a wide range of ecological 
environments. Recording animal and 
plant behaviour is a further challenge 
to the natural historian, so our unique 
course also provides optional modules 
in photography and video production. 

Work-based learning is an important 
part of this course, which will improve 
your employability. These optional 
work placements last between four 
and six weeks in some of the world’s 
most exciting wildlife locations, such 
as Kenya, Malaysia, Australia, Ghana, 
Portugal and Poland (additional 
costs apply). As well as international 
experience, there are work placement 
options with conservation bodies 
in the UK. Valuable experience and 
skills from these placements will look 
impressive on your CV and improve 
your employability.

Course content
You will explore the diversity of life, 
wildlife management for conservation, 
marine biology, and environmental 
survey skills. A key feature of this 
course is gaining practical skills that 
you can apply on land, in freshwater 
environments, and in the oceans. To 
develop these skills, you will go on a 
range of one-day and residential field 
courses to areas such as West Wales, 
Iceland, and South Africa or Botswana. 

How you will study
The focus is hands-on learning to 
ensure you gain practical survey and 
research skills, and you will study 
in new laboratories at our Glyntaff 
campus. The degree also involves work 
in adventurous field settings. Several 
modules are entirely fieldwork-based, 
while others involve lectures and 
laboratory work, usually with day-long 
field excursions. Work placement and 
dissertation modules develop your 
work-related skills and may involve 
organisations in various countries.

Career potential
By graduation, you will have the 
professional skills to work for 
national parks, nature reserves, 
environmental consultancies, national 
and international wildlife bodies, 
national, regional or local government, 
utility companies, and regulatory 
agencies. Your analytical skills will give 
you excellent prospects in research 
and policy development. You can 
even make wildlife films to gain 
career options in visual media and 
environmental education. 

UCAS course code: CDL0
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a science, which may be 
Geography or Mathematics, but  
to exclude General Studies.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Natural history is the study of animals, plants and their natural 
environments. To understand it fully, you need to draw on scientific 
knowledge from many areas, which makes this a diverse and exciting 
subject. 

 I’ve always had a great interest 
in wildlife and conservation, 
and studying these subjects in a 
Natural History setting has been 
fantastic. I have had a number 
of incredible experiences to date, 
for example, studying volcanoes 
and visiting glaciers in Iceland. 
As part of my work-based 
learning module, I worked with 
hand-reared white rhino calves 
and lion cubs in a rehabilitation 
centre in Africa. The photography 
and filmmaking modules have 
enabled me to capture these 
experiences. The course has given 
me a great range of practical skills 
needed to gain employment and I 
would definitely recommend this 
course. 

Christopher Lewis, 
BSc (Hons) Natural History

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk



194

S

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd. 

So
ci

ol
og

y a
nd

 P
ub

lic
 S

er
vic

es

Sociology and 
Public Services

BSc (Hons) Sociology (Major/Minor/Joint)  195

BA (Hons) Public Services  196

HND Public and Emergency Services  197

Related courses

Criminology and Criminal Justice  79

Police Sciences 80

You can study Sociology in combination with 
other subjects:

Sociology with Criminology  36

Sociology with Education 36

Sociology with Psychology 36

We offer Applied Social Sciences courses at our 
Caerleon campus in Newport too – see page 216 
for details.
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By studying another subject with 
Sociology, you can enhance your 
understanding of what affects and 
causes people’s behaviour. You can find 
more information about combining 
courses on page 36.

Membership of the British Sociology  
Association is open to students and 
graduates of this course, so you will 
have direct access to the latest 
developments in the field. 

On this course, you will be taught by 
staff who are advisers to UK, European 
and international governments in areas 
such as youth policy and local 
government. Staff also have high 
involvement with public sector, 
charitable and government 
organisations, and many have strong 
publication records, which will feed 
directly into your learning and give it 
an added distinction.

Course content
Your first year contains core modules 
that introduce key concepts in 
sociology. Depending on whether you 
choose the Major, Joint or Minor route, 
you will study four, three or two of the 
following:

• Conflict, crisis and change • Youth: 
New directions, new agendas • Doing 
social science research • Public affairs  
• Public services organisations • Poverty, 
inequality and social exclusion

The second year has one core module, 
Sociology and State in the UK, and 
optional modules. You will develop an 
in-depth understanding of sociological 
theory and research methods, studying 
topics such as violent conflict, sex, and 
youth and globalisation.

In your final year, you can specialise  
in areas that complement your career 
aspirations.

As part of this course, there is the 
opportunity to study on an Erasmus 
exchange at a European university, or 
at a partner university in the USA. The 
new perspectives you will gain could 
enhance your final grades and add an 
extra dimension to your CV.

How you will study
You will learn through conventional 
lectures and seminars, but will also 
conduct practical fieldwork and 
analysis. You will work on assignments, 
read about current topics and prepare 
for seminars. Assessments include 
presentations, group and individual 
projects, marked debates, surveys, 
portfolios and manifestos, as well as 
essays and exams.

Career potential
On this course, you will gain the skills 
required to succeed in any role that 
involves understanding, interpreting 
and analysing social behaviour. This 
course will also develop your skills in 
writing and communication, research, 
information technology and 
management; all transferable skills that 
employers value.

Graduates have entered a range of 
rewarding careers that include 
teaching, professional social work 
training, community and youth work, 
charity work, working in local 
authorities, or in police, prison, 
probation, protection and victim 
support services. Graduates can also 
progress to our postgraduate awards. 

UCAS course code: Dependent 
on your subject combination – 
please contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Combination: Yes (see page 36)

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd 

Sociology is a fascinating discipline that examines how society, culture, 
law and policy can influence people’s actions and beliefs. This course will 
challenge your views on topics debated in society, including substance 
misuse, racism, commercial sex, sporting lifestyles, celebrity culture, social 
conflict and globalisation. 

BSc (Hons) Sociology (Major / Minor / Joint) 
Sociology and Public Services

 I definitely chose well in 
deciding to study here. The skills I 
learnt at University have equipped 
me well for my career, and many 
of the modules I studied proved 
not only interesting but really 
relevant. There was a wide range 
of modules to choose from, as 
well as really supportive and 
inspirational lecturers − they 
managed to bring the subject 
alive by organising field trips and 
talking about their research. 

Kelly Latimer, 
BSc (Hons) Sociology, 
Anti-Bullying Project Officer
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On this course, you will explore how 
these services operate and the 
challenges they face in the 21st 
century. A key feature of your studies is 
the link between theory and practice. 
This ensures that what you learn will be 
directly relevant to the workplace and 
situations you may encounter.

Additionally, the course focuses on 
developing employability skills that will 
give you an advantage in the graduate 
employment market. 

Course content
Each year, there are compulsory 
modules where you will learn about 
essential theories and concepts. These 
include public sector law, public service 
organisation, public affairs, and 
strategy and leadership in public 
services. You can also specialise in areas 
that interest you most, or choose 
complementary modules from other 
social sciences such as criminology. 

To improve your career prospects, you 
can take career planning modules, 
which may include a work placement in 
a public or voluntary sector 
organisation. In your final year, you will 
complete an in-depth piece of research 
on a public services issue of your 
choice.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars and workshops, which are 
interactive and involve group work and 
presentations. Learning is often based 
around real-life data, examples and 

case studies from public, voluntary and 
community organisations, to ensure 
that your study remains relevant to the 
workplace. You will benefit from guest 
speakers who work in the sector, as 
well as visits to public organisations. 

Assessment methods include case 
studies, essays, projects and 
examinations. Our staff are actively 
involved in research and consultancy 
work – their research feeds directly into 
what you will learn, keeping the course 
fresh and up-to-date.

Career potential
Public organisations are the largest 
employers in many parts of the UK, and 
this course will prepare you for a career 
in this exciting and diverse sector.

Your studies will give you the 
knowledge and skills for a rewarding 
career in a wide range of organisations. 
These include the police service, the fire 
service, central government, the health 
service, and local authorities, as well as 
charities and not-for-profit 
organisations. Our graduates have built 
successful careers with such 
organisations, as well as in the National 
Health Service (NHS) and the Welsh 
Government.

By the time you graduate, you will have 
skills relevant to the public service 
environment, including leadership skills, 
the ability to solve problems, evaluate 
and interpret evidence, make reasoned 
arguments, present information, and 
work as part of a team. 

UCAS course code: L430
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Public services affect our day-to-day lives in many ways; from the 
collection of our household refuse, to the regeneration of our 
communities and the protection provided by the health service, the  
police, and fire and rescue services. If you want to make a difference to 
day-to-day life in your local community, or make an impact at a national 
or global level, this course will help you make your mark. 

 The course content is always 
up-to-date so we get to study 
issues that are affecting the 
country today. You can choose 
from a fantastic variety of 
modules. 

Poppy Clarke,
BA (Hons) Public Services

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

In the latest Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE2008), 90% of 
our public services research was 
judged to be ‘internationally 
excellent’, with 5% getting a four 
star ‘world leading’ rating. 

Did you know?
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Sociology and Public Services
SHND Public and Emergency Services 

This course will give you a strong 
practical and academic grounding in 
the organisation, management and 
operation of public and emergency 
services. To enhance your employability, 
you will have the chance to complete 
work placements, or work on projects 
with public organisations of your 
choice. This will not only be impressive 
on your CV, but your experiences could 
also improve your grades.

Course content
To ensure you have a good 
understanding of how public and 
emergency services operate, all 
students take a number of core 
modules. These include Planning and 
Operations, where you will gain 
practical skills and put your leadership 
skills to the test on an expedition in the 
Brecon Beacons. 

You will study how public and 
emergency services operate. To make 
your learning relevant to the 
workplace, you will have real-life 
examples of current issues. You will 
gain practical skills in planning and 
operational management modules, 
where you can put your leadership and 
team-working skills to the test and 
plan, prepare and carry out an outward 
bounds expedition in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. 

Another exciting area is emergencies, 
disasters and transport, where you will 
review how governments, emergency 
services and charities plan, co-ordinate 
and react to the aftermath of a disaster.

In addition to the core modules, you 
can choose options in line with your 
career aspirations. Popular choices 
include Crime, Criminals and Victims, 
and Policing and Youth: New 
Directions, New Agendas.

How you will study
You will learn through a range of 
methods, usually a combination of 
lectures, seminars and workshops. At 
later stages of the course, you will have 
the chance to work on projects, either 
individually or in groups. Outside 
activities are also built into the 
programme, as are visiting speakers 
and project work. 

Assessment methods vary and are 
mainly coursework-based. Coursework 
includes real-life projects, essays, group 
work, and presentations.

Career potential
Many of our graduates have used this 
course as a route into the police and 
fire services. It is also a valuable 
qualification if you want a career in  
the ambulance service, the armed 
forces, prison and security services,  
HM Customs and Excise, or community 
service organisations.

If you successfully complete this course, 
you can also progress to the final year 
of the BA (Hons) Public Services degree 
at the University (see page 196).

UCAS course code: 534L
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 140 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218)

Additional criteria: Three 
GCSEs at grade C or above, 
including Mathematics and  
English Language

Length: Full-time 2 years

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

We rely on public and emergency services not only for major disasters 
such as tsunamis and earthquakes, but also more local concerns, such 
as anti-social behaviour in our community. The emergency services, 
including the police, fire and rescue services, and armed forces, often 
work with other public services to plan for emergencies like a terrorist 
attack, or try to solve complex problems such as young people 
deliberately starting fires during school holidays. 

 The course provided me with 
a great opportunity to progress 
through the Fire Service. I have 
developed skills for management 
roles which will give me the edge 
over other candidates. 

Ben Croxall,
HND Public and Emergency 
Services

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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Strength and Conditioning Room, Sport Park, Pontypridd

BSc (Hons) Sports Studies  199

BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science 200 

BSc (Hons) Sports Science and Rugby  201

BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching and Performance 202

BSc (Hons) Clinical Exercise Physiology and  
Rehabilitation 203

BSc (Hons) Rugby Coaching and Performance  204

BSc (Hons) Football Coaching and Performance 205 

Foundation Degree Rugby Coaching and  
Performance 206 

Foundation Degree Football Coaching and  
Performance  207 

BA (Hons) Sports Development  208

BA (Hons) Sport Management     209

BSc (Hons) Sport Psychology 210

Related courses

Nutrition, Physical Activity and Community Health 135

Human Physiological Science 131

Our coaching degrees are 
top quality – we are the only 
university in Wales, and one of 
only five in the UK, to have Skills 
Active endorsement. 

Did you know?

We offer Applied Social Sciences courses at our 
Caerleon campus in Newport too – see page 216 
for details.
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You will gain a sound understanding 
of several core sports and exercise 
disciplines, including physiology, 
psychology, coaching and 
development. Because you get to 
study these different disciplines, what 
you learn will be relevant to many 
different areas – physical exercise, 
sports coaching, sporting performance, 
health, recreation, and sports 
development, to name just a few.

Throughout this course, we provide a 
strong practical and coaching theme 
– you can even gain valuable United 
Kingdom Coaching Certificates (UKCC), 
which will enhance your employability. 
The opportunity to achieve Level 1, 
and in some cases Level 2, national 
governing body coaching awards and 
appropriate vocational skills in national 
sports programmes, ensures you will 
have the competitive edge when  
you graduate.

You will also benefit from the close 
relationships we have developed with 
providers of work placements, so 
you will gain the skills that employers 
need – you can put your knowledge 
into action and gain new skills. This 
experience will look impressive on your 
CV and can help your grades in your 
final year.

Course content
Modules in coaching and sports 
development feature throughout the 
degree, so you will develop the key 
skills that employers demand. You 
will study essential elements of sports 
science such as anatomy, exercise 
physiology and nutrition, and will learn  
how to conduct tests that evaluate all 
aspects of physical fitness and health. 

You can refine your practical sporting 
skills and coaching techniques in our 
excellent new facilities at the Glyntaff 
campus and our Sport Park. There are 
modules in strength and conditioning, 
psychology, critical reflection in 
the workplace, measurement and 
evaluation of human performance, 
sociology of sport, research methods, 
paediatric exercise science, and physical 
activity and health. An independent 
study module in the final year means 
you can conduct research in an area 
of sport and exercise that interests you 
most.

How you will study
You will study six modules a year. Every 
module has a lecture each week and 
many have an additional two hours 
of practical sport classes, tutorials, 
laboratory or field-based learning. 
This may include measuring aerobic 
fitness in the laboratory, or conducting 
a coaching session at one of the 
University’s indoor or outdoor sports 
venues. Assessment methods include 
laboratory and work books, written 
assignments, and written and practical 
exams.

Career potential
Our particular combination of practical 
sport, science, sports coaching, 
sports development and psychology 
means that a wide range of career 
opportunities and postgraduate study 
options are available in the UK and 
abroad. These may include teaching 
and coaching, health science such 
as fitness assessment and exercise 
prescription, sports development, 
sports promotion, or leisure 
management in the sports industry. 

UCAS course code: C604
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels 
to include at least one science, 
or Mathematics, or Physical 
Education, or Psychology, but 
to exclude General Studies. A 
satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) is 
part of the entry requirements.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Sports development provides you with the knowledge and insight into 
a full range of sports provision. From grass roots community projects 
promoting active and healthy living to working with professional 
athletes at the peak of their performance. Sport can transform lives and 
sports development helps inspire this change for the better. 

 I chose this course as it 
offered lots of experience of 
coaching and helped to achieve 
my goal of being a school 
PE teacher. I have gained an 
endless amount of coaching 
and teaching experience, 
coaching qualifications and a 
well-rounded knowledge of 
sport. This University can offer 
you a worthwhile degree and an 
amazing experience. 

Aimee Denning, 
BSc (Hons) Sports Studies

BSc (Hons) Sports Studies
Sport
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Many modules are based on the 
extensive research activities of our 
academic staff. As a result, you will 
learn about scientific investigations into 
elite performance, through to studies 
that consider the effect of exercise on 
human health and disease. These 
evidence-based modules focus on the 
development of essential knowledge, 
as well as core laboratory and 
field-based practical skills.

Gaining these key scientific skills is a 
vital part of sport and exercise science, 
so you can expect to spend much of 
your study time in the physiology, 
nutrition or biomechanics laboratory. A 
unique part of this course is the chance 
to work in our large environmental 
chamber, where you can assess the 
effect of extreme environmental 
conditions on human athletic 
performance. 

Course content
This course provides an opportunity to 
study a wide range of modules that 
include human anatomy, exercise 
physiology, sport and exercise 
psychology, biomechanics, 
environmental physiology, strength and 
conditioning, physical activity and 
health, paediatric exercise science, and 
sports nutrition. 

Our superbly equipped laboratories 
allow the measurement of a vast array 
of physiological and performance 
variables, including strength, aerobic 
and anaerobic power, body 
temperature, energy expenditure, 
cardiac, vascular and respiratory 
function, blood lactate, and  
much more.

How you will study
The course is taught through a mixture 
of lectures, seminars, tutorials and 
laboratory practicals in new facilities at 
our Glyntaff campus and our Sport 
Park. Independent learning is 
encouraged and you can carry out a 
significant research project in an area 
of your choice in sport and exercise 
science. Assessment methods include 
laboratory and work books, written 
assignments, and written and  
practical examinations.

Career potential
Our graduates have successfully found 
employment in a wide range of 
disciplines and occupations, including 
sport and exercise science, teaching in 
schools, colleges or universities, clinical 
science, health promotion, community 
physical activity and exercise referral, 
the pharmaceutical industry, and 
uniformed services. Many have 
progressed to postgraduate study  
or entered accelerated training 
programmes in physiotherapy,  
medicine or dietetics. 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a C grade in a science 
subject or a B grade in PE, and  
to exclude General Studies.  
A satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) is 
part of the entry requirements.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: This course 
is endorsed by the British 
Association of Sport and Exercise 
Science (BASES). 

This distinctive and highly-rated sport and exercise science degree is ideal 
if you have an interest in the science of sport, exercise and human 
performance. This course is endorsed by the British Association of Sport 
and Exercise Science (BASES), which means that what you learn meets 
industry standards and requirements, giving you a head start when you 
compete for graduate jobs. 

 The Sport and Exercise Science 
degree was great and I would 
definitely recommend it. It helped 
me learn a lot about the different 
aspects of sport and exercise 
through theoretical and practical 
classes, which were constantly 
engaging. 

May Lee, 
BSc (Hons) Sport and  
Exercise Science

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

UCAS course code: C600
UCAS campus code: A
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SBSc (Hons) Sports Science and Rugby

Your studies will focus on the key 
scientific principles that underpin 
our knowledge of rugby. Over three 
years, you will study the many factors 
that affect rugby performance, 
including nutrition, physiology, 
coaching effectiveness, psychology and 
notational analysis. This approach  
will give you a unique scientific 
understanding of rugby football  
and the laboratory skills needed to 
evaluate it.

Additionally, you can gain United 
Kingdom Coaching Certificates 
(UKCC), Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) 
coaching qualifications (Tag, Rugby 
Ready, Level 1 and 2) and the UKCC 
Welsh Rugby League (Leaders and 
Level 1) awards. You can also 
achieve other recognised coaching 
qualifications, such as Speed Agility 
Quickness (SAQ) Fundamental 
Movement Skills, and Strength and 
Conditioning awards.

There are invaluable work experience 
opportunities in community rugby 
development and professional rugby, 
or you can spend a year in the 
workplace between years two and 
three to improve your employability. 
This practical experience will look great 
on your CV and could enhance your 
final year grades. A number of overseas 
coaching work placements are also 
available with USA Rugby. 

Course content
As well as studying the key areas of 
sports science, sports development 
and coaching, you can study specialist 
modules designed to meet your 
interest in rugby football. These include 
human anatomy, exercise physiology, 
principles of coaching, human and 

sports nutrition, measurement and 
evaluation of human performance, 
coaching and performance in rugby, 
sport psychology, biomechanics, 
sports development, and strength and 
conditioning. In your final year, you can 
complete a dissertation on an aspect 
of rugby, such as player preparation or 
coaching analysis.

How you will study
Sports science students enjoy new 
facilities at our Glyntaff campus and 
our Sport Park. The course is taught 
through a mixture of lectures, seminars, 
tutorials, directed learning, laboratory 
sessions, and field practicals, which 
include community placements with 
the Cardiff Blues and Newport Gwent 
Dragons professional rugby regions. 
Assessment varies per module, 
including exams, coursework, and 
field-based practicals.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
have the skills and experience for a 
rugby-related career, including scientific 
support, coaching, management, 
teaching, marketing, and rugby 
development, or a career in the health, 
medical, sports development and 
leisure industries. 

UCAS course code: C605
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include grade C or above in a 
relevant science subject or grade 
B or above in PE, and to exclude 
General Studies. A satisfactory 
Enhanced Criminal Records 
Bureau disclosure (no offences are 
considered spent) is part of the 
entry requirements.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

The University works in 
partnership with many 
organisations, including: 

Rugby is a global sport, big business and more than just a game. As 
fitness, nutrition and psychology become a vital part of performance, 
more and more skilled professionals are needed to help players reach 
their full potential. So if you want to be part of the team behind the 
team, this specialist degree will help you get there. 

 I enjoyed the nature and 
balance of the course content, 
which was varied between 
academic and practical elements. 
Being encouraged to challenge 
myself, improve my self-
confidence and develop a diverse 
array of skills and experience, 
were specific strengths of  
the course. 

Stuart Jarvis, 
BSc (Hons) Sports Science  
and Rugby

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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You can enjoy exciting and interesting 
areas of study on this course, including 
performance analysis, fitness testing 
and evaluation, coaching, working 
with children, fundamental movement 
skills, and a work placement module. 
Placements could involve a variety of 
roles, including community, schools 
or performance coaching, which offer 
a valuable opportunity to practise 
your coaching. We expect applicants 
to already be a competent coach in 
their chosen sport and will apply for 
this course to develop their coaching 
knowledge and practice.

Work placements are supported by a 
number of national governing bodies, 
so you can follow specialist coaching 
pathways in the following sports: 
cricket, hockey, netball, swimming, 
squash, badminton, tennis, gymnastics 
and athletics. For example, if you 
decide to take the netball coaching 
pathway, you will work towards their 
UK Coaching Certificates (UKCC) 
Level 1 and 2 coaching awards and 
complete a comprehensive placement 
with Welsh Netball. Depending on the 
sport coaching pathway you choose, 
you can gain UKCC Level 1, 2 and 
possibly Level 3 awards.

Course content
Course content is designed so that 
you draw on key coaching principles, 
including an examination of coaching 
practice and the coaching process. 
Additionally, you can study key areas  
of sport science such as strength and 
conditioning, performance analysis, 
sport psychology, fitness testing and 
evaluation, sport nutrition, and  
exercise science.

You will follow distinct sports coaching 
modules that will allow you to gain 
UKCC Level 1 and 2 coaching awards 
(possibly Level 3 depending on the 
NGB). You will develop your coaching 
ability in your chosen field, supported 
by the relevant NGB. All students will 
graduate from this course with at least 
a Level 2 UKCC award and at least 300 
hours of coaching experience. Where 
possible, the cost of UKCC coaching 
awards will be subsidised. However, 
you will be expected to contribute to 
the cost of your coaching awards. 

How you will study
The course is taught through a 
mixture of lectures, seminars, tutorials, 
laboratory practicals, practical 
coaching, and work-based learning in 
new facilities at our Glyntaff campus 
and our Sport Park. Independent 
learning is encouraged and you can 
carry out a significant research project 
in an area of sport coaching and 
performance.

A significant amount of study will 
involve a placement and mentor 
support in your chosen sport from the 
national governing body. Assessment 
methods include laboratory reports and 
workbooks, written assignments, and 
written and practical examinations.

Career potential
This degree will prepare you for 
a career in sports coaching in a 
variety of roles, which could include 
participant coach, performance coach, 
or community coach. Alternatively, 
graduates will have the skills to work 
in sports development, strength and 
conditioning, or further study as a 
physical education teacher. 

UCAS course code: C612
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a C grade in a science 
subject or a B grade in PE, and 
to exclude General Studies. You 
will be expected to evidence 
coaching practice at a variety of 
levels. In some cases, you will be 
expected to have a UKCC Level1 
coaching award. All students 
will be expected to attend an 
interview. A satisfactory Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau disclosure 
is required (no offences are 
considered spent). Applicants may 
be invited for interview.

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 4-5 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK, 
Skills Active, and the following 
national governing bodies: 

This degree is for students who want a career in the sports coaching 
profession. It has been designed in consultation with a number of 
national governing bodies (NGB). It offers the unique opportunity to 
study for academic qualifications while also completing UKCC coaching 
qualifications, to enhance your employability when you graduate. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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SBSc (Hons) Clinical Exercise Physiology 

and Rehabilitation*

By graduation, you will be ready for  
a career as a professional who is a 
specialist in designing, delivering and 
evaluating exercise programmes for 
people with a range of clinical 
conditions. These include people  
with high blood pressure, diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, cancer  
and obesity. 

The course also includes a public health 
dimension, so you will understand the 
importance of physical activity in the 
prevention of chronic disease and the 
promotion of good health and  
well being. 

You will study exercise testing and 
training in the prevention and 
management of cardiovascular, 
pulmonary and metabolic disease, 
neurologic and orthopaedic conditions, 
mental health, and cancer, as well as 
special cases such as pregnancy and 
childhood. You will also study research 
methods, statistics, nutrition, 
psychology and behaviour, and 
complete a substantial clinical 
placement.

To enhance your employability, your 
studies will provide a balance between 
academic rigour and industry-standard 
qualifications. Course content meets 
the standards required for membership 
of the UK Register of Exercise 
Professionals as a Level 4 Specialist 
Exercise Instructor, which is the highest 
vocational qualification for exercise 
professionals in the UK. It also meets 
the certification standards of the 
American College of Sports Medicine 
(ACSM), so graduates can gain an 
internationally recognised qualification 
of the highest standard. 

Course content
Throughout the course you will study 
the following subjects: 

• Anatomy • Physiology, exercise 
physiology and clinical exercise 
physiology • Immunology and 
haematology • Pathophysiology 
• Research methods and statistics 
• Public health and health promotion 
• Biomechanics • Exercise psychology 
and behaviour modification • Exercise 
prescription • Ethics, governance and 
client confidentiality • Cardiac and 
pulmonary rehabilitation • 
Resuscitation and life support 
• Clinical placement

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars, laboratory investigations and 
assessments, clinical placements and 
work-based learning. Assessment 
involves a combination of laboratory-
based investigations, traditional written 
assignments, examinations, oral 
presentations and critical reflection of 
your clinical placement.

Career potential
This degree will be one of the first of its 
kind in the UK to be aligned with the 
requirements to become a specialist 
exercise instructor and clinical exercise 
specialist. It also prepares you for 
specialist employment in the exercise 
industry, in public health and health 
promotion, or further academic study. 
The ACSM vocational qualifications are 
internationally recognised.

UCAS course code: Please 
contact the University
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 320 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, ABB at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: Significant 
experience and qualifications that 
give membership of the Register 
of Exercise Professionals may also 
be considered. 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time: 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

This course provides the qualifications and skills for a career as a specialist 
exercise instructor and clinical exercise professional, working to help 
those for whom exercise will be of benefit. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

*Subject to validation.
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This degree provides a unique 
opportunity to gain industry-recognised 
UKCC coaching awards, while studying 
all aspects of youth coaching and 
related sub-disciplines. This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK and Skills 
Active. It has been designed to ensure 
that graduates have the skills and 
knowledge for employment in  
this field.

The course is supported by the Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU) and professional 
rugby regions in Wales, and has been 
designed in consultation with WRU 
Coach Education Managers, Cardiff 
Blues and Newport Gwent Dragons 
coach educators, and community 
development officers, to provide 
a unique experience. Key partners 
include Rhondda Cynon Taf Sports 
Development Teams, USA Rugby, 
Play Rugby USA, UK Elite, Elite Rugby 
America, and Wales Rugby League.

These links enable you to apply your 
knowledge and skills through work-
based learning at home and abroad 
– this includes paid and voluntary 
placements with professional rugby 
clubs, national governing bodies and 
professional rugby organisations in the 
UK and USA.

Course content
Specific rugby coaching modules 
involve completion of UKCC/WRU Tag 
Rugby, Rugby Ready and Level 1 in the 
first year, and UKCC/WRU Level 2 in 
year two. International referees awards 
are also on offer, as are rugby league 
awards.

To support your coaching abilities,  
you will gain skills and experience in 
applied sport science techniques and 

coaching-related disciplines, which 
include sport psychology, strength and 
conditioning, performance analysis, 
and fitness testing and evaluation.

How you will study
You will learn through classroom-
based lectures to explore the theory 
of the game, seminars, practical 
delivery in the field, and laboratory 
work. In years two and three, you 
will complete a work-based learning 
programme in a range of performance 
environments. This is managed through 
weekly tutorials and a comprehensive 
mentoring programme.

You will be supported in your work 
placements by the WRU, Cardiff Blues 
and Gwent Dragons development 
officers, and local authority rugby 
development officers. Many students 
have gained invaluable experience 
coaching rugby in America, working for 
USA Rugby and Play Rugby USA. 

Assessment varies per module, 
including exams, coursework, and field-
based practicals.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
have the skills and experience for 
a rugby-related career, including 
sport science support, strength and 
conditioning, performance coaching, 
sports development, notational 
analysis, teaching, marketing and rugby 
development, or a career in the health, 
medical, sports development, and 
leisure industries. 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a C grade in a science 
subject or a B grade in PE, and 
to exclude General Studies. A 
satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent)  
is required. 

Please note that the cost of 
any external courses is the 
responsibility of the student. 
However, the University 
endeavours to reduce the cost of 
the UKCC Awards where it can.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK 
and Skills Active. 

The University works in 
partnership with many 
organisations, including:

As strength and conditioning, coaching and performance, fitness testing, 
team and individual player analysis, nutrition and psychology become a 
vital part of performance, an ever-increasing workforce of skilled 
professionals is needed to help rugby players reach their full potential.

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

UCAS course code: C611
UCAS campus code: A
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SBSc (Hons) Football Coaching and Performance

Our course also provides a unique 
opportunity to gain industry-recognised 
UKCC coaching awards, while studying 
all aspects of youth coaching and 
related sub-disciplines. This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK and  
Skills Active. 

We designed course content with 
a number of professional clubs, 
including Cardiff City Football Club 
and the Football Association of Wales 
(FAW), to identify the type of skills 
and qualities that are required to work 
in professional football clubs and/or 
national governing bodies.

Course content
To ensure you graduate with the skills 
and knowledge for employment in 
this profession, you will gain in-depth 
knowledge of coaching young players, 
academically and vocationally. You 
will have many opportunities to work 
with high-performance coaches, sport 
scientists and performance analysts. 
You will also study towards your 
FAW C Certificate and UEFA B Licence. 
Studying football tactics and strategies 
will be a part of completing the 
UEFA B Licence. 

You will get to apply the theory you 
learn in the classroom by working with 
professional clubs and coaches on work 
placements. These include Cardiff City 
Football Club, Swansea City Athletic 
Football Club, the Welsh Football Trust, 
and the FAW. 

How you will study
In years two and three, you will 
complete a work-based learning 
programme that is managed through 
weekly tutorials and a comprehensive 
mentoring programme. This allows 
you to experience a range of 
performance environments, including 
coaching, strength and conditioning, 
fitness testing of performance, and 
performance analysis. There are 
opportunities to coach in America with 
UK Elite during the summer months, 
subject to interview. 

You will conduct most of your work 
in new facilities at our Sport Park, 
which is designed to support a high-
performance coaching environment. 
Students will receive appropriate sports 
kit at no extra cost.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
have key scientific knowledge and 
significant practical experience that 
will look impressive on your CV. This 
degree can lead to careers as a football 
development officer, academy coach, 
performance analyst, strength and 
conditioning coach, sport scientist, 
physical education teacher, or in the 
armed forces. 

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
include a C grade in a science 
subject or a B grade in PE, and  
to exclude General Studies.  
A satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences considered spent) 
is required. The University 
endeavours to reduce the cost 
of the UKCC Awards where 
possible, although students may 
be responsible for a contribution 
to the award.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK 
and Skills Active. 

The University works in 
partnership with many 
organisations, including: 

Football is a fast-growing industry that requires professionals in 
specialist areas. This degree will give you the skills, experience and 
contacts to work in the football industry, whether as a coach, or a 
member of backroom staff providing sport science support, strength 
and conditioning advice, or performance analysis.

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

UCAS course code: C610
UCAS campus code: A
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S Foundation Degree Rugby Coaching  
and Performance

It was designed in consultation with 
rugby professionals, including the 
Welsh Rugby Union (WRU), Cardiff 
Blues, and Newport Gwent Dragons. 
This means we can give you the right 
practical, technical and analytical skills 
for a rewarding career in the industry. 
Many modules are set in the workplace 
to give you practical experience of 
what it takes to succeed at playing  
and coaching. 

As part of the course and to improve 
your employability, you will gain vital 
skills and an insight into a coach’s role. 
You will have the opportunity to gain 
the external UK Coaching Certificate 
(UKCC), WRU ‘Tag’ leader and Rugby 
Ready courses, and WRU Level 1 and 2 
qualifications. There is also an 
opportunity to gain your external 
UKCC Rugby League Leaders and 
Level 1 awards. Another boost to your 
career potential is the work-based 
learning we offer, including hands-on 
coaching, rugby development, and 
fitness testing. 

We have partnerships with many 
organisations, including the WRU, 
Cardiff Blues, Newport Gwent Dragons, 
Play Rugby USA, UK Elite, Pontypridd 
RFC, and Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT) 
Sports Development department, as 
well as many coaching opportunities 
overseas with national governing 
bodies such as the Canada and USA 
rugby unions.

Course content
You will cover all key areas of coaching, 
including sport psychology, strength 
and conditioning, match and 
performance analysis, and sports 
development. Specific rugby coaching 
modules include UKCC WRU ‘Tag’ 
leader, Rugby Ready, Level 1 and 
Level 2 qualifications.

How you will study
You will learn through classroom-based 
lectures and seminars, with plenty of 
practical experience in the field and 
laboratory practicals. In year one, you 
can become a Cardiff Blues or Newport 
Gwent Dragons Community Rugby 
Coach and develop non-contact rugby 
coaching in primary schools.

In year two, you will complete up to 
400 hours of work-based learning 
through WRU initiatives and Cardiff 
Blues/Newport Gwent Dragons/RCT 
community coaching in secondary 
schools. Rugby league community 
coaching placements are available with 
the North Wales Crusaders. Some 
students can gain their coaching hours 
by working overseas in places such as 
New York and Indiana.

Assessments vary per module and 
include exams, coursework, and 
field-based practicals.

Career potential
As well as invaluable practical 
experience and industry-recognised 
coaching awards, this course will 
develop skills for employment in a 
number of related areas. These include 
academy coach in a professional club, 
rugby development officer, community 
coach, sports development officer, 
strength and conditioning coach, 
personal fitness instructor, teaching, 
armed forces, and the emergency 
services. 

Graduates could also access the third 
year of BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching and 
Performance or BSc (Hons) Rugby 
Coaching and Performance at  
the University. 

 

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels must 
include a relevant science subject, 
eg, Biology, but exclude General 
Studies. A satisfactory Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau disclosure 
(no offences are considered spent) 
is part of the entry requirements.
Please note the cost of any 
external courses is the 
responsibility of the student. 
However, the University 
endeavours to reduce the cost of 
the UKCC Awards where possible.

Length: Full-time 2 years 
• Part-time 3-4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK 
and Skills Active. 

The University works in 
partnership with many 
organisations, including:

The rugby industry is growing and it needs more and more coaching 
professionals at all levels. This course is a unique opportunity to study 
academic and coaching qualifications together. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

UCAS course code: CX61
UCAS campus code: A
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SFoundation Degree Football Coaching  

and Performance

Our partnerships mean that what you 
learn meets industry standards and 
requirements, giving you an advantage 
when you apply for jobs. While 
offering invaluable practical coaching 
experience and industry-recognised 
coaching awards, the course also 
develops skills that will help you gain 
employment in a number of  
related areas. 

Work-based learning is an important 
part of this course and you can earn 
coaching certificates at the same 
time as your academic qualification. 
You can develop a coaching profile 
and gain your Football Association 
of Wales (FAW) Level 2 (UEFA C) and 
Level 3 (UEFA B) coaching licences. 
For an insight into the world of 
professional coaching, work placement 
opportunities exist with Cardiff City 
Football Club, Swansea City Athletic 
Football Club Centre of Excellence, 
FAW Trust, local authority sports 
development departments, and primary 
or secondary schools. Summer paid 
placements exist in the USA with UK 
Elite, or with Cardiff City Football Club. 

Course content
You will cover all the key areas of 
coaching, including sport psychology, 
strength and conditioning, sports 
development, and match and 
performance analysis. Specific football 
coaching modules involve completion 
of FAW Level 2 (UEFA C) licence in year 
one and Level 3 (UEFA B) licence in  
year two.

How you will study
You will learn through classroom-
based lectures and seminars, as well 
as practical learning in the field and 
laboratories. In the second year, you 
will complete up to 300 hours of 
coaching (ie, work-based learning) to 
give you vital skills for a career in the 
sports coaching, health and fitness, and 
sports development industries. 

There is a range of assessment 
methods, including laboratory 
workbooks, written assignments, 
presentations, and written exams.

Career potential
You can enter a number of careers 
when you graduate, such as an 
academy coach at a professional 
football club, football development 
officer, football in the community 
coach, sports development officer, 
strength and conditioning coach or 
personal fitness instructor. You could 
even enter other careers such as the 
armed forces or emergency services. 

On successful completion of this 
Foundation Degree, and subject to 
meeting the entry requirements, you 
can access the third year of BSc (Hons) 
Sports Coaching and Performance 
or BSc (Hons) Football Coaching and 
Performance at the University. 

Entry requirements: 160 UCAS 
tariff points (see page 218) 

Additional criteria: Level 1 in 
football coaching or equivalent 
foundation level football coaching 
qualification from a football 
National Governing Body. A-levels 
to exclude General Studies. A 
satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau disclosure (no 
offences are considered spent) is 
part of the entry requirements.

Length: Full-time 2 years 
• Part-time 3-4 years

Location: Glyntaff Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: This degree is 
endorsed by Sports Coach UK and 
Skills Active. 

The University works in 
partnership with many 
organisations, including: 

This course is a fantastic opportunity if you want to work as a coach or 
sports development officer in the football industry. The course is 
supported by the Professional Footballer’s Association (PFA) and League 
Football Education (LFE), and has been designed in consultation with the 
Welsh Football Trust and Cardiff City Football Club to provide a unique 
experience. 

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

UCAS course code: CX69
UCAS campus code: A
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S BA (Hons) Sports Development 

This degree integrates theory with 
practice, so you will develop coaching 
skills and undertake community 
placements in schools and sports clubs. 
It includes the National Occupation 
Standards for sports development, 
which ensures our graduates have  
key skills identified by industry 
professionals. Through Sports Coach 
UK, you can also gain a number  
of National Governing Body coaching 
awards.

Course content
Throughout this degree, you will study 
a number of sports development and 
coaching modules. Topics include 
barriers to sports participation, the 
importance of community sport 
provision, and evaluating international 
sports policy. Coaching modules 
develop your delivery skills with a range 
of participants. 

You can specialise in an area that 
interests you through a dissertation, 
and undertake a work placement with 
a partner employer. It is important you 
consider working in industry, as it will 
make you more employable in an 
increasingly competitive graduate jobs 
market. In years two and three, you will 
also complete placements or projects in 
the community and schools.

To enhance students’ skills, we have 
established an independent Sports 
Development Enterprise Unit. Students, 
lecturers and industry professionals sit 
on the Unit’s Board of Directors and 
work with the local authority and other 
partners. Half of this work will be 
assessed towards the Employability 
module, and the other half will be  
paid employment. 

How you will study
As well as practical experience, there is 
a team of experts delivering research-
led teaching in the classroom, which 
gives you access to the latest 
developments in the sports industry. 
You will learn through a mixture of 
lectures, tutorials, practical coaching 
sessions and site visits. Assessment is 
built on a creative and innovative 
approach, and is always accompanied 
by constructive guidance and feedback.

You will study at our Treforest campus 
in year one, and then in years two and 
three, you will be based at our Sport 
Park. All students will receive 
appropriate kit at no extra cost.

Career potential
We emphasise the importance of work 
experience to enhance employability. 
The inclusion of vocational skills and 
additional qualifications as part of the 
course provide the complete portfolio 
of skills for work in the sports industry. 
There is an optional work placement 
module in year three, and we have 
excellent links through which you can 
gain invaluable experience and make 
key contacts. 

This is a rapidly expanding sector, so 
opportunities are growing in public and 
private sectors. Graduates could be 
employed by local authorities, national 
sports agencies, or professional sports 
organisations. There are also many 
careers outside the sports industry – 
sports development plays an important 
part in health, education, and social 
inclusion, so there are many ways your 
skills can make a positive difference to 
people’s lives.

UCAS course code: N900
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: You will be 
required to complete a Criminal 
Records Bureau (CRB) check when 
you start the course.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years 

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus and 
Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: Chartered Institute 
for the Management of Sport and 
Physical Activity (CIMSPA) 

Sports development provides you with the knowledge and insight into 
a full range of sports provision; from grass roots community projects 
promoting active and healthy living, to working with professional 
athletes at the peak of their performance. Sport can transform lives and 
sports development helps inspire this change for the better.

 My placement with the local 
sports development unit was a 
contributing factor to successfully 
becoming the Golf Development 
Co-ordinator for Cardiff Council. 
These experiences have given me 
a true idea of how to develop 
sport and physical activity in 
various communities. I am helping 
to deliver the Ryder Cup legacy in 
Wales, through the development 
of grass roots golf. 

Stuart Finlay,
BA (Hons) Sports Development

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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SBA (Hons) Sport Management

A business-related sports degree 
provides a great opportunity to launch 
into this dynamic industry. Our degree 
offers a unique combination of sport 
and business modules, giving you the 
ability to manage the business of sport. 

Employability and enterprise are at the 
heart of this degree. There are 
numerous opportunities to put theory 
into practice through work placements 
and module activities – you can even 
put your sport business ideas into 
motion. To boost your employability, 
there are vocational qualifications 
available to complement your degree 
study. The University is also a Skills 
Development partner of the Chartered 
Institute for the Management of Sport 
and Physical Activity (CIMSPA), the 
professional body of the sport industry.

Course content
You will study topics that include the 
benefits of sport and physical activity, 
the commercial sports market, and the 
organisations involved in developing 
sports policy in the UK and 
internationally. You will also learn 
about key disciplines required to 
manage sport, including marketing, 
finance, human resources and strategic 
planning. There is also emphasis on the 
management and delivery of sports 
events, an increasingly important 
aspect of the industry.

In your final year, we recommend you 
take a work placement with a partner 
employer such as the Welsh 
Government, a national governing 
body, a local authority, or a private 
sector health and fitness club. A 
placement is an excellent opportunity 
to apply the theory you learn in the 
classroom to the real world, which can 
enhance your employability in  
an increasingly competitive  
graduate market.

How you will study
The course is delivered through 
lectures, tutorials, practical workshops, 
site visits and guest speakers. 
Assessments will test the knowledge 
and skills you need to work in this 
demanding industry. These involve 
essays, reports, presentations, 
organising events, and developing 
strategic plans. 

You will be based at Treforest campus, 
though some teaching will be at our 
Sport Park. We use this first-class 
facility for practical classes and as a 
working sports environment, where 
you can apply the principles of 
operational sports management.

Paid work is available in the University’s 
sports facilities, helping to run our 
summer sports camps, or you could 
spend a summer in the USA with Camp 
America. You could also choose a 
sandwich placement, or even study 
abroad. We have excellent links with a 
variety of organisations, while the 
optional employability module in year 
three develops your networking skills  
with industry.

Career potential
This course is designed to equip you 
with specific skills and knowledge to 
gain employment in the wider sports 
management field, including 
professional sport. Further job 
opportunities include sports 
development, sports marketing and 
promotion, facility management,  
sports events, and many other areas of  
the physical activity and leisure 
management industry. 

UCAS course code: N222
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: You will be 
required to complete a Criminal 
Records Bureau (CRB) check when 
you start the course.

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 6 years • Sandwich  
4 years

Location: Treforest Campus 
and Sport Park, Pontypridd

Accreditation: Chartered Institute 
for the Management of Sport and 
Physical Activity (CIMSPA)

During this decade, the UK will have played host to some of the world’s 
largest sporting events, including the 2010 Ryder Cup, the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth 
Games, and the 2015 Rugby World Cup. 

 I chose this course because 
I’m interested in sport and you 
get lots of experience for the 
workplace. The good thing is 
that you get to mix with other 
business students who have 
different specialist areas – it’s 
useful to know about these 
things because it’s another string 
to your bow and will help you in 
the long run. 

Nathan Rees,
BA (Hons) Sport Management

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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S BSc (Hons) Sport Psychology

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.

This British Psychological Society 
accredited degree is an exciting 
opportunity to begin your career in this 
fast-developing field. The course has 
been designed to provide Graduate 
Basis for Chartered Membership (GBC, 
previously known as GBR) with the 
Society, which is the first stage of 
qualification as a sport psychologist. 
Further study at postgraduate level 
(Stage 1 training) and supervised 
practice (Stage 2 training) are needed 
to qualify as a Chartered Sport and 
Exercise Psychologist.

Course content
In your first year, you will gain an 
introduction to sport psychology, 
biological, cognitive, social and 
developmental psychology, learning 
and individual differences, and research 
methods and statistics. You will also 
study Introductory Physiology, which is 
a Sport and Exercise Science module. 
Your second year explores these areas 
in more depth and features a second 
Sport and Exercise Science module of 
your choice.

You can specialise in your final year  
and consider the latest theoretical and 
practical issues in sport psychology.  
You will also complete an in-depth 
dissertation under supervision. For an 
all-round understanding of the field 
and to improve your employability,  
you can choose modules from other  
areas of Psychology, and Sport and  
Exercise Science.

How you will study
You will learn through lectures, 
seminars, and practical classes, 
workshops, tutorials and guest 
presentations. You will be encouraged 
to work independently and in groups, 
and to lead presentations where 
appropriate. We place clear emphasis 
on research methods and the practical 
skills you will gain in our purpose-built 
laboratories. You will work with 
athletes in your final year to improve 
your employability and put your skills 
into practice. There are even 
opportunities for overseas exchanges  
in Europe, Australia, and the USA. 

In addition to our excellent teaching 
facilities, the School of Psychology is 
the first in a UK university to offer a 
wide range of psychological services to 
the public, including sport psychology 
interventions. The clinic activities 
support our wide range of 
postgraduate opportunities, and 
undergraduate students can also get 
involved in some of the clinic’s work. 

Career potential
There is a wide range of excellent 
career opportunities open to students 
with a sport psychology degree. We 
also understand the importance of 
developing skills you can use in any 
profession. These skills, such as 
problem solving, communication and 
presentations, report writing, IT, 
numeracy and teamwork, are valued 
highly by employers and will help you 
secure a rewarding career inside or 
outside sport and exercise psychology. 

UCAS course code: C601
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Additional criteria: A-levels to 
exclude General Studies 

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time 5-6 years
Study abroad option available

Foundation studies: Yes 

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: British 
Psychological Society (BPS)

Sport psychology seeks to understand the psychological factors that 
affect the behaviour of individuals, teams or organisations in sport, and 
how lifestyle issues can influence wellbeing and performance. You will 
study the main areas of psychology and specialise in aspects of sport 
psychology as you progress. 

 In the final year, we were given 
the opportunity to interview 
athletes, observe them in training 
and subsequently develop an 
intervention plan that would help 
them better their performance.  
It was really exciting and 
interesting. The course has 
helped me establish my sport 
psychology foundations. My long-
term ambition is to work as a 
professional sport psychologist  
at a major football club. 

Gabriella Pereira, 
BSc (Hons) Sport Psychology
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S

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk

BSc (Hons) Project Management (Surveying) 212

BSc (Hons) Quantity Surveying and Commercial 
Management  213 

Related courses

Engineering courses 99
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S BSc (Hons) Project Management (Surveying)

This course prepares you for project 
management roles in the consultant, 
development, public sector and 
contracting sectors of the construction 
industry, through developing your 
knowledge and practical skills.

Our degree is accredited by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS), which provides the world’s 
leading professional qualification in 
land, property, construction and the 
associated environmental issues. When 
you graduate from this degree, you will 
have the abilities and confidence to 
begin a graduate career as a project 
manager surveyor, and can work 
towards corporate membership  
of RICS.

Our strong industrial and commercial 
links help us tailor our courses to meet 
employers’ needs, and ensure you 
graduate with the right skills for a 
career in construction and surveying. 
You will study project management 
practice and procedure for new build 
and refurbishment projects, and benefit 
from the latest research in this area. 
We recommend that you spend a 
‘sandwich’ year working in the 
construction industry as part of your 
course.

You studies will involve practical 
examples from industry-based case 
studies, which will develop problem-
solving skills that are relevant to the 
workplace. You will also learn how to 
apply critical thinking to your 
experiences, which will help you to 
work towards continuous professional 
development on qualification.

Course content
You will study the following modules: 

• Built environment economics 
• Construction technology • Built 
environment law 1 • Quantity surveying 
practice and procedure • Project 
management practice and procedure 
• Integrating project 1 • Construction 
technology 2 • Integrating project 2 
• Contract management • Project 
planning and control • Management of 
buildings • Design economics 
• Research elective • Supervised work 
experience (optional) • Sustainable 
technology • Dissertation 
• Construction law • Integrating 
project 3 • Project management and 
finance • Construction management

How you will study
You will be taught through a 
combination of lectures, seminars and 
tutorials. You will also work 
independently to prepare for classes 
and complete project work. 
Assessments involve examinations, 
coursework and problem-based 
exercises that use real-life scenarios.

Career potential
We have a proud history of developing 
industry-ready graduates for over three 
decades. By the time you graduate, you 
will have the skills and qualifications for 
a successful and rewarding career. 
There are various employment 
opportunities in this field, nationally 
and internationally. You could work in 
private practice, property departments, 
construction companies, central and 
local government organisations, or 
become self-employed.

UCAS course code: K290
• Sandwich K292
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 280 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BBC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time (post-HNC) 3-4 years 
• Part-time 5 years  
• Sandwich 4 years 

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS) 

Project Management Surveyors, unlike many other professions, are 
usually involved with a project throughout its lifecycle; from early 
feasibility and design stages, through to construction and handover. 

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.
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SBSc (Hons) Quantity Surveying and  

Commercial Management

Course content 
What you learn on this degree is 
directly relevant to industry practice 
and standards. You will gain an 
awareness of current industry 
initiatives, such as PFI, strategic 
partnering, target cost contracts, and 
open-book accounting environments. 

The course includes a project in each 
year of study. These are delivered in 
partnership with local employers and 
involve real-life case studies, which will 
help you develop the right skills for  
the workplace.

As part of the course, we encourage 
our students to spend a sandwich year 
in industry in a quantity surveying role. 
During this work placement year, you 
will get hands-on experience that will 
make you a more attractive candidate 
to graduate employers and will help 
inform your studies when you return 
for the final year.

How you will study
Full-time students spend 12-15 hours 
each week in lectures, seminars and 
tutorials, usually over two or three full 
days. If you choose part-time study, you 
will attend University on one full day 
each week for five years. You will also 
spend time working on presentations, 
assignments, reading, and problem-
solving exercises. Assessment is 
through a mixture of coursework  
and examinations.

Career potential
By the time you graduate, you will 
have the skills and qualifications for 
a successful and rewarding career 
in quantity surveying and asset 
management.

There are various employment 
opportunities in this field, nationally 
and internationally. You could work in 
private practice, property departments, 
construction and development 
companies, or with government 
organisations. You will also have 
the right technical, legal, economic 
and management skills for a career 
managing finance in construction 
projects.

UCAS course code: K242 
• Sandwich K243
UCAS campus code: A

Entry requirements: 260 UCAS 
tariff points, eg, BCC at A-level 
(see page 218)

Sandwich: Yes (see page 10)

Length: Full-time 3 years 
• Part-time (post-HNC) 3-4 years  
• Sandwich 4 years

Foundation studies: Yes

Location: Treforest Campus, 
Pontypridd

Accreditation: Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS)

On this course, you will develop skills to manage the range of tasks 
involved in a construction project, learn how to take responsibility for 
financial planning and be able to overcome the challenges quantity 
surveyors encounter in their work. This course is accredited by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), which means that successful 
completion is a route to RICS professional membership. 

 I am studying at the University, 
as well as working for a small/
medium contractor based in 
Swansea. The course is split into 
modules that concentrate on 
measurement, construction and 
management, which are the key 
skills required when working 
as a quantity surveyor. I have 
found that studying and working 
in the industry is the perfect 
complement to my university 
studies, as my understanding of 
topics and what is expected from 
me in my job role has increased 
significantly. I have found that this 
combination has made my first 
job in industry easier and my time 
at university more enjoyable. 

Gareth Dagless, 
BSc (Hons) Quantity Surveying

08455 76 77 78  www.southwales.ac.uk
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You can study Welsh in combination with  
other subjects:

BA (Anrh) Astudiaethau Cymraeg 
Proffesiynol (Prif-bwnc) 215

Professional Welsh with Education 36

Professional Welsh with English 36

Professional Welsh with History 36

Professional Welsh with TESOL 36

Related courses

English and Creative Writing courses 107

Gall ymgeiswyr i’r pwnc 
Astudiaethau Cymraeg 
Proffesiynol wneud cais ar gyfer 
dau fath o ysgoloriaeth; un gan 
y Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol 
ac un gan y Brifysgol. Mae’r 
Brifysgol yn cynnig pum gwobr 
gwerth £1,000 i fyfyrwyr sy’n 
dymuno astudio o leiaf un 
modiwl y flwyddyn trwy gyfrwng 
y Gymraeg. I wybod mwy ewch 
i’n gwefan neu dudalen 34. 

Ysgoloriaethau



W

Bydd yn bosibl gwneud Astudiaethau 
Cymraeg Proffesiynol yn brif-bwnc 
neu’n is-bwnc, felly gallwch gyfuno’r 
Gymraeg â phwnc arall, gan gadw a 
gwella eich sgiliau iaith a rhoi mantais 
ychwanegol i chi wrth i chi chwilio  
am swydd. 

Cynnwys y radd
Mae’r ddarpariaeth yn cynnwys:

• Cyflwyniad i sgiliau cyfieithu
• Cyflwyniad i ysgrifennu creadigol
•  Cymraeg Proffesiynol A (â ffocws 

cryf ar y gweithle) a Chymraeg 
Proffesiynol B (yn cyflwyno sgiliau 
gramadeg ac astudio testunau, 
ynghyd â nifer o agweddau eraill)

Sut byddwch yn astudio 
Cynhelir pob darlith, gweithdy a 
seminar yn y Gymraeg, a bydd rhai 
modiwlau yn cynnig profiad gwaith 
mewn gweithle sy’n defnyddio’r 
Gymraeg. Bydd gan bob modiwl elfen 
o waith cwrs, ond bydd rhai modiwlau 
hefyd yn cael eu hasesu drwy arholiad 
dwy awr ar ddiwedd y flwyddyn. 
Ceir amrediad o aseiniadau llafar ac 
ysgrifenedig, yn cynnwys cyflwyniadau, 
llunio dyddiadur gwaith, a chofnodion 
cyfarfodydd proffesiynol.

Potensial am yrfa
Os ydych chi wedi cael addysg cyfrwng 
Cymraeg, neu wedi dysgu Cymraeg 
yn ail iaith, peidiwch â gadael eich 
Cymraeg yn yr ysgol. Achubwch y 
cyfle i ddatblygu sgiliau y mae nifer o 
gyflogwyr yn gofyn amdanyn nhw. Os 
ydych eisiau gweithio yn y cyfryngau, i’r 
llywodraeth, neu ym maes addysg, er 
enghraifft, gall y cwrs hwn agor drysau 
newydd i chi. 

Cod UCAS: Dibynnu ar yr is-bwnc 
– cysyllta â’r Brifysgol
Cod campws UCAS: A

Gofynion mynediad: 260 
pwyntiau UCAS, ee, BCC ar gyfer 
lefel-A (gweler tudalen 218)

Amodau ychwanegol: Gradd 
C o leiaf yn y Gymraeg, ond 
rydym yn derbyn ymgeiswyr iaith 
gyntaf gyda TGAU iaith Gymraeg 
gradd C neu uwch, ynghyd â 
lefel-A mewn unrhyw ddau neu 
dri phwnc priodol, ee, Saesneg, 
Hanes, neu Astudiaethau Busnes. 
Trafodwch y pynciau priodol  
gyda ni.

Hyd y cwrs: Amser-llawn 3 
blynedd • Rhan-amser hyd at 6 
blynedd

Cyfunol: Ydy (gweler tudalen 36) 

Lleoliad: Campws Trefforest, 
Pontypridd 

Mae mwy a mwy o alw am y Gymraeg yn y byd gwaith yng Nghymru. 
Mae cwrs Astudiaethau Cymraeg Proffesiynol yn canolbwyntio’n gryf ar 
gyflwyno sgiliau iaith yn benodol er mwyn sicrhau y bydd myfyrwyr yn 
medru ymdopi â gofynion y gweithle, ar yr un pryd â datblygu sgiliau 
academaidd cryf. 

 Penderfynais wneud y radd 
hon oherwydd hoffwn ddarlledu 
yn y Gymraeg yn y dyfodol. 
Teimlais fod cael gradd Gymraeg 
yn mynd i fy helpu i gwblhau’r 
uchelgais hwn. Yr wyf wedi 
bod yn astudio’r radd nawr am 
flwyddyn, ac yr wyf yn mwynhau 
yn ddirfawr. Mae’r dosbarth yn 
fach, felly rydym bron yn cael 
tiwtora un i un. Mae’r ffaith hon 
yn werth y byd, achos os oes 
eisiau help arnoch, os gofynnwch 
cyn gynted â phosib, bydd y 
darlithwyr yn eich helpu’n syth. 

Maria Davies,
BA (Anrh) Astudiaethau 
Cymraeg Proffesiynol

BA (Anrh) Astudiaethau Cymraeg 
Proffesiynol (Prif-bwnc)

W
elsh
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Courses in Newport
This prospectus features courses taught at campuses in Cardiff and 
Pontypridd. But we also offer courses at our campuses in Newport, 
which are listed here by subject area.

Access and Foundation
• Access and Foundation Programme Access to Higher   
 Education Diploma; Foundation Certificate 
• Art, Design and Media (Foundation Studies) Level 3 
 and 4 Diploma
• Combined Open Studies Certificate of Higher Education

Accounting
• Accounting BSc (Hons)
• Business and Accounting BA (Hons)

Applied Social Sciences
• Community Development and Cross-sector Collaboration  
 Foundation Degree
• Criminology and Criminal Justice BA (Hons)
• Criminology and Criminal Justice and Youth Justice 
 BA (Hons)

• Social Work BA (Hons)
• Working With Young People Foundation/BA (Hons)
• Youth and Community Work BA (Hons)

Business and Law
•  Business and Economics BA (Hons)
• Business and Law BA (Hons)
• Business and Management (1 year Top-up) BSc (Hons) 
• Business Studies HNC/D  
• Business Studies BA (Hons)   
• Law Foundation Degree
• Law and Business (1 year Top-up) BA (Hons) 
• Professional Practice (Top-up) BA (Hons) 

Design and Fashion
• Advertising Design BA (Hons)
• Fashion Design BA (Hons)

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.216

City Campus, Newport

To find out more about these 
courses, simply visit our website 
or request the Newport edition of 
our prospectus: 
www.southwales.ac.uk  

More information
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Education and Teacher Training
• Astudiaethau Cynradd gyda Statws Athro Cymwysedig 
 BA (Anrh)
• Creative and Therapeutic Arts BA (Hons)
• Early Years BA (Hons) – Full-time route
• Education BA (Hons) – Full-time route

• Education/Early Years/Inclusive Education BA (Hons) 
 – Part-time route
• Inclusive Education BA (Hons) – Full-time route
• Introduction to Secondary Teaching Certificate of 
 Higher Education
• Learning Technology Design and Development 
 Foundation Degree
• Post-compulsory Education and Training BA (Hons)
• Primary Studies with Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) 
 BA (Hons)
• Rehabilitation Visual Impairment Foundation Degree
• Secondary Teaching Design and Technology with 
 Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) BSc (Hons)
• Secondary Teaching Mathematics, Science, ICT with   
 Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) BSc (Hons)

Engineering and Technology
• Civil and Construction Engineering HNC/D
• Civil and Construction Engineering BSc (Hons)
• Electrical Engineering BEng (Hons)
• Electronic and Communication Engineering BEng (Hons)
• Energy Management Professional Diploma
• Engineering HNC/D
• Engineering Foundation Degree
• Fire Safety Engineering HNC/D
• Fire Safety Engineering BSc/BEng (Hons)
• Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering BEng (Hons)
• Systems Engineering Foundation Degree
• Systems Engineering (1 Year Top-up) BSc (Hons)

English and Creative Writing
• English and Creative Writing BA (Hons)

Film and Screen Media
• Animation Direction and Production BA (Hons)
• Computer Games Design BA (Hons)
• Documentary Film and Television BA (Hons)
• Film and Video BA (Hons)

Health and Sport
• Coaching Children Foundation Degree
• Community Health and Well-being Foundation 
 Degree/BSc (Hons)
• Sports Coaching BSc (Hons)
• Sports Studies BSc (Hons)

History
• Heritage Studies Certificate of Higher Education
• History BA (Hons)

Marketing
• Business and Marketing BA (Hons)

Performance and Music
• Creative Sound and Music BA (Hons)
• Creative Audiovisual Media Foundation Degree 
• Performing Arts for Theatre and Film BA (Hons)

Photography
• Documentary Photography BA (Hons)
• Photographic Art BA (Hons)
• Photography for Fashion and Advertising BA (Hons)

Psychology and Counselling
• Person-centred Counselling Foundation Degree 
• Psychology BSc (Hons)
• Psychology and Counselling Studies BA/BSc (Hons)

Religious Studies
• Religious Studies BA (Hons)

Caerleon Campus, Newport
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Entry requirements
Entry requirements to courses offered by the 
University are governed by two key principles:

• Your ability to benefit from the course
• Equality of opportunity for all applicants

The standard entry requirements set out below for 
undergraduate degree programmes and other undergraduate 
programmes are the minimum requirements for the various 
levels of award. These are expressed in terms of the A-level 
qualifications; equivalent qualifications are also acceptable. 
A chart showing the UCAS tariff for the most common 
qualifications is on page 221.

Each course set out in this prospectus has specific entry 
requirements. The UCAS tariff points and example A-level 
grades are set out in the entry requirements section on each 
individual course entry. The additional entry requirements 
may include specific subject requirements, as well as the 
actual grades/UCAS tariff points required. The University 
regularly reviews the entry criteria for all its courses. All 
information on UCAS tariff points contained in this 
prospectus is correct at the time of print (March 2013) and 
we would strongly advise applicants to check our website for 
the latest information before submitting their application.

For full details of entry requirements for individual courses, 
visit www.ucas.com or www.southwales.ac.uk/courses.

Undergraduate degree programmes
The entry requirements for undergraduate degree 
programmes are set out in terms of tariff points/grades. 
Admission to these programmes requires a minimum of two 
GCE A-level passes or equivalent, and normally five GCSE 
passes at grade C or above, including Mathematics and 
English Language or equivalent. Please note that GCSE Welsh 
Language is not accepted in lieu of GCSE English unless the 
course is taught fully through the medium of Welsh – in 
addition, if a student wishes to transfer between a course 
taught through the medium of Welsh to one taught in 
English at any stage, they will need GCSE at grade C in 
English Language. 

Combinations of qualifications such as those set out below 
may be considered:

•  Passes in a minimum of two General Certificate of   
 Education Advanced Levels (GCE A-level), supported by
 five GCSEs at grade C or above, or a combination of
 GCE A and GCE Advanced Subsidiary (GCE AS). General  
 Studies is not accepted for all courses at the University  
 in lieu of a second A-level. Reference should be made  
 to individual course requirements and clarification can be  
 gained by contacting the Enquiries & Admissions Unit.

•  A relevant Foundation course

•  A relevant Access course validated by an approved   
 validating body

•  The Welsh Baccalaureate

•  Scottish Advanced Highers, Highers and National   
 Certificates – normally four passes

•  Irish Leaving Certificate – normally five passes with four at  
 the higher level of grade C or above

•  BTEC Nationals

•  International Baccalaureate – a pass mark of a minimum 
 of 24 points

•  European Baccalaureate – a pass mark of a minimum 
 of 60%

•  Cambridge Pre-U

•  Advanced and Progression Diplomas

•  AQA Baccalaureate

•  Higher National Diplomas, Higher National Certificates,  
 Foundation Degrees
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Other undergraduate programmes
The entry requirements for an HND or HNC programme or a 
Foundation Degree are also set out in terms of tariff points. 
Admission to these programmes requires a minimum of one 
GCE A-level or equivalent. 

Combinations of qualifications such as those set out below 
will be considered:

•  A minimum of pass in a General Certificate of Education  
 Advanced Level (GCE A-level), normally supported by three  
 GCSEs at grade C or above, including Mathematics and  
 English Language or equivalent, and/or a combination of  
 GCE Advanced Subsidiary (GCE AS)/key skills qualifications

•  BTEC Nationals

•  Scottish Advanced Highers, Highers and National   
 Certificates – normally two passes

•  Irish Leaving Certificate – normally two passes at 
 higher level

•  Cambridge Pre-U

•  Advanced and Progression Diplomas

•  AQA Baccalaureate

Welsh Baccalaureate
The University considers the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced 
Diploma a valuable preparation for higher education and 
recognises the breadth of learning and experiences it offers 
students. The University therefore welcomes applications 
from those studying the Welsh Baccalaureate. As for other 
qualifications, entry requirements for individual courses vary 
and applicants may be made offers that specify the grades in 
their Welsh Baccalaureate options. Applicants are 
encouraged to contact admissions advisers for further 
information and advice, on 08455 76 77 78. 

International students – English language
You will need a qualification acceptable to the University that 
will indicate your ability to study through the medium of the 
English language to successfully complete a chosen course. 
Normally, the University requires international students 
whose first language is not English to have obtained a 
minimum score of 6.0 in the IELTS (Cambridge Advanced) 
examination or equivalent. We recognise a range of 
equivalent qualifications. Please contact your nearest British 
Council Office or the International Admissions Team at the 
University on +44 (0)1443 654 450 for further details. 

To check entry requirements 
for courses at our Caerleon 
and City campuses, please see 
the Newport edition of our 
prospectus, or check our website 
before you apply:
www.southwales.ac.uk 

More information

Turn over for 
more information 
and to check the 
UCAS tariff
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Entry requirements (continued)

Key skills; essential skills; 
functional skills
The University encourages the achievement of key, essential 
or functional skills. Please contact us for details: 
08455 76 77 78

Course deferrals
Please note that most courses do accept applications for 
deferred entry but it is essential to contact the Enquiries & 
Admissions Unit before applying, to confirm this is the case 
for the courses you are interested in.

Widening access
The University is committed to providing more opportunities 
for people to enter higher education, especially those who 
would like to enrol on a university course, either full-time 
or part-time, without having more traditional pre-higher 
education qualifications.

You may think that you do not meet the University’s standard 
entry requirements, but you may be eligible for a place 
on the University’s Foundation Year or Associate Student 
Scheme. However, just like everyone else who applies, you 
will need to demonstrate academic ability and commitment 
to study. If you are entering higher education through the 
traditional route, but you have not obtained the required 
grades for entry to Level 1, it may still be possible for you to 
be admitted to Level 0, which will require you to undertake 
a number of foundation modules. If you would like further 
details, please contact us on 08455 76 77 78.

Admission for care leavers
If you have been in care, you might not have had the 
traditional family support that most students have when they 
go to university – but that doesn’t mean you have to miss 
out. We have lots of experience of supporting people from 
all kinds of backgrounds to apply and succeed at University.

We have put together a package of support specifically for 
care leavers to come and study with us. If you have been 
in care and are under 21, you may be entitled to help and 
advice on everything from filling in your application to 
managing your money. For further details, visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/care. 

Admission for mature students
The University welcomes applications from individuals who 
do not have traditional entry qualifications and who may 
not be progressing from school or college directly to higher 
education. Applications are considered on an individual 
basis and applicants will have to satisfy the University that 
they have the knowledge, motivation and commitment to 
enable them to succeed on the course they are interested in, 
and should contact the Enquiries & Admissions Unit before 
applying to discuss the qualification they would like to study. 
All applicants to the University will be required to provide 
proof of any previous qualifications.

Our Enquiries & Admissions 
Unit has been awarded the 
internationally recognised 
ISO 9001:2008 accreditation 
following an independent quality 
management audit of processes 
and practice. Certification relates 
specifically to handling student 
enquiries and applications to 
study at the University. 

Accredited admissions
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Admission with prior credit to first degrees
If you have already completed a higher education course, you 
may be able to transfer to a degree with specific credit. For 
example, if you have successfully completed a DipHE, you 
may be able to transfer to year three of a degree/Honours 
degree in the same field of study. If you have studied 
an EDEXCEL (BTEC) HND, or SCOTVEC Higher National 
Certificate or Diploma, we will consider you for admission 
depending on the course and the level you achieved. You 
may also gain exemption from supervised work placements 
on a course if you already have relevant experience. 

For full details of entry 
requirements, please visit 
www.ucas.com or 
www.southwales.ac.uk/courses, 
or call our professional advisers 
on 08455 76 77 78. 

More information
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How to apply
For all full-time undergraduate courses at universities 
and colleges in the UK, you must apply online at 
www.ucas.com. There are three types of applicant: 

1. Students at a school 
or college registered 
with UCAS*
All UK schools and colleges (and 
a small number of establishments 
overseas) are registered with UCAS to 
manage their students’ applications. 
Advice is available from your teacher 
or a careers adviser at your school or 
college. You need to fill in an online 
application and submit it to a member 
of staff. After checking your details and 
having added the academic reference, 
your school or college will submit the 
completed application online to UCAS.

It costs £12 to apply to one university, 
or £23 to apply to two or more. You 
can pay online using a credit card or 
debit card. You may also be able to pay 
through your school or college. 

2. Independent applicants 
in the UK*
Other UK applicants who are not at 
school or college need to apply online 
independently. It is likely that you are 
a mature applicant, who, unlike school 
and college students, cannot readily 
seek advice. Instead, you can consult 
with various careers organisations, such 
as Careers Wales or Connexions.

It costs £12 to apply to one university, 
or £23 to apply to two or more. You 
are responsible for paying the correct 
application fee, providing your referee’s 
contact details, and submitting the 
online application to UCAS. 

3. International applicants 
outside the UK (EU and 
worldwide)*
Except those whose school or college 
is registered with UCAS, individuals 
from the EU (excluding the UK) and 
worldwide need to apply online 
independently. Advice is available 
from British Council offices and other 
centres overseas, such as your school or 
college. You are responsible for paying 
the correct application fee, providing 
your referee’s contact details, and 
submitting the online application to 
UCAS. 

*Please check the UCAS website for the most 
up-to-date information about application fees 
and procedure.

Science Laboratory,
Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd

Remember to add the University 
to your e-mail address book 
or safe senders list – you don’t 
want to miss any important 
information or offers of study 
we may send you.   

Don’t forget! 
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When to apply
For entry in September 2014, your 
application should normally reach 
UCAS between September 2013 and 
15th January 2014. Please remember 
to allow time for a reference to be 
provided. You can apply after 
15th January 2014, but your 
application can only be considered if 
there are still vacancies available. 
However, most of our courses adhere 
to the 15th January deadline, so please 
check the UCAS website if you apply 
after this date to ensure that you are 
still eligible to apply.

If you are applying for an art and 
design course, please note that 
your application deadline is 
24th March 2014.

For all applicants
There are full instructions at  
www.ucas.com to make it as easy as 
possible for you to fill in your online 
application, plus help text where 
appropriate. UCAS also has a 
comprehensive guide called ‘Applying 
Online’, which you can download from 
their website. You can find course and 
campus codes next to each entry in this 
prospectus.

The University regularly reviews the 
entry criteria for all its courses. All 
information on UCAS tariff points/
grades contained in this prospectus is 
correct at the time of print (March 
2013) and we would strongly advise 
applicants to check our website for the 
latest information before submitting 
your application. 

Cromwell House, 
Cardiff Campus

DECLARATION
All applicants to the University will be required to 
provide proof of previous qualifications. Any applicant 
or enrolled student who fails to meet this 
requirement will not be offered a place or will be 
withdrawn from the University. Applicants are 
required to sign a declaration that the information 
submitted as part of their application is correct to the 
best of their knowledge.

If it transpires that any information submitted during 
the application process is incomplete or inaccurate, 
the University will take any appropriate action, which 
may include rejection or withdrawal at the point of 
application, or at any point after enrolment regardless 
of the duration of the course already studied. 

As well as our institution 
code (W01), you need two 
other codes to apply to the 
University – one for the course 
and another for the campus 
where you will study. You 
can find these codes next to 
each individual course in this 
prospectus, or check our website 
before you apply.  

UCAS codes

Further details and the 
University’s Admissions Policy 
is available at: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/apply  

More information
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The UCAS trail
Applying to university is a lengthy process, so here is a 
handy overview to help you keep on top of it all.  

June to September

Research
You can choose from over 35,000 
courses at over 330 institutions, so 
narrowing these down to five suitable 
courses can be like searching for a 
needle in a haystack! It’s important to 
get started early – you don’t want to 
miss anything because you’re in a rush. 
The best way to research is to attend 
an Open Day, plus it can help you get a 
feeling of whether a university is right 
for you. It’s easy to book your place at 
an Open Day – simply visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays 
to register.

January to May

Offers and acceptance
During this time, universities look at 
applications and make offers. You have 
until the beginning of May to reply to 
all your offers. When all universities 
have made their decisions, you need 
to make one firm acceptance (this 
should be the place you want to go to 
most) and one insurance acceptance (a 
second choice in case you don’t meet 
the requirements for your firm choice). 
You should decline all other offers 
made by universities that are not right 
for you. 

February to June

UCAS Extra
If you use all five choices on your UCAS 
application and you don’t receive any 
offers of a place on a course, UCAS 
Extra is a system that matches your 
interests with universities that still have 
places. This is a second chance if your 
application wasn’t successful the first 
time around.

September to January

Apply
You will make your online application 
to UCAS between September and 
January, completing most of the 
process at your school or college. 
The Personal Statement is the most 
important part of your application. 
University tutors rely on this 
information to decide whether to 
accept potential students.

October

Deadline for some courses 
and universities
Some courses have early application 
deadlines. The best thing is to check 
university prospectuses or websites.

15th January 2014 
Main UCAS deadline
Your UCAS application must be 
submitted by this date, except 
for art and design courses. The 
earlier you apply the better. 
Some aspects of student funding 
are also tied to this date.

Deadline for art and 
design courses
If you are applying for an art and 
design course, you should be aware 
that these courses have different 
deadlines. The deadline for art and 
design courses at the University of 
South Wales is 24th March 2014. You 
can find out more about these courses 
and their deadlines on the UCAS 
website: www.ucas.com

March

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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February to June

Apply for student finance
Now is the time to apply for financial 
support or scholarships at the 
institution where you intend to study.

August

A-level results and Clearing
If you still haven’t secured a place at 
university after A-level results day, 
or if you failed to meet the entry 
requirements for your firm and 
insurance choices, you can enter a 
system called Clearing, which matches 
students with spare university places.

September

Arrive at your university for Freshers’ 
Week and the start of your bright shiny 
future! 

If you want to study a course in 
this prospectus, we have Open 
Days at Cardiff and Pontypridd 
on the following dates:

• Saturday 6th July 2013

• Friday 13th September 2013 

• Saturday 19th October 2013

• Saturday 23rd November 2013

To find out more and book your 
place, visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
opendays

Open Days

Checklist – have you...?
1.  Researched

 Visited the UCAS website and   
 universities’ websites

 Collected and reviewed   
 university prospectuses

 Attended some Open Days

 Checked if your courses have   
 early application dates

2.  Applied

 Made your five choices 

 Written your Personal Statement

 Applied to UCAS

3.  Accepted

 Received university offers

 Thought about which university  
 offer to accept

 Responded to UCAS by the   
 deadline

4.  Made a back-up plan

 Apply to UCAS Extra if no   
 suitable offer received

 Enter Clearing if you do not
 have a course

ATRiuM, Cardiff Campus



University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.226

The University of South Wales Group comprises the 
University of South Wales, The College Merthyr Tydfil, 
the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, and UHOVI. 

The College Merthyr Tydfil 
www.merthyr.ac.uk
The College Merthyr Tydfil became 
part of the Group in May 2006, as part 
of the University’s strategy to expand 
its presence in the valleys and offer 
educational opportunities across South 
Wales. So if students can’t get to the 
University, they can still study for our 
qualifications at our own college in 
Merthyr Tydfil.

The College offers a wide range of 
qualifications that cover many subjects, 
which means students are prepared 
for a diverse range of employment 
opportunities. 

More than 4,000 students study at 
The College and it works closely with 
other education and training providers 
in the area to provide learning that 
is based on experience. In 2013, 
The College will move to brand-new 
facilities, so that all students can 
benefit from the very best modern 
learning environments. 

The College draws on the University’s 
expertise and resources to develop 
innovative courses for students from all 
age groups and backgrounds, and to 
increase the opportunities for further 
and higher education in the area. 

Honours and Foundation 
Degrees/HNC
•  FD Business Studies
•  FD and HNC ICT
•  FD Care Studies
•  FD Childhood Studies
•  FD Dance
•  FD Sport Science: Performance 
 and Coaching
•  FD Sport Science: Exercise and Health
•  FD Sport Science: Outdoor and   
 Adventure Activities
•  FD Psychology
• FD Retail Management
•  FD English and History
•  FD Leisure and Tourism
•  FD Art Practice
•  FD Creative Industries (Film and  
 Video)
•  FD Creative Industries (Drama)
•  FD Creative Industries (Popular Music  
 Technology)
•  FD Sound, Lighting and Live Event  
 Technology
•  FD Stage Design
•  FD Creative Industries (Photography)
•  FD Motor Vehicle (Diesel   
 Technologies)
•  FD Sustainable Construction
•  BA (Hons) Education and Training

Professional Qualifications
•  PCE (Professional Certificate in   
 Education)
•  PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate in  
 Education)
•  Association of Accounting   
 Technicians
•  Certificate/Diploma in Education  
 Working with Vulnerable Adults

Royal Welsh College of 
Music & Drama
www.rwcmd.ac.uk
The Royal Welsh College of Music & 
Drama became part of the Group in 
January 2007, when the University and 
the College agreed a strategic alliance 
to maximise opportunities for joint 
working. 

The College contributes to the cultural 
identity of Cardiff and Wales, and 
attracts some of the most gifted 
students from around the world. It is 
the National Conservatoire of Wales, 
with a newly redeveloped campus 
in the grounds of Cardiff Castle. It 
is a member of the Conference of 
Drama Schools, Conservatoires UK, 
and the Association of European 
Conservatoires.

University of South Wales Group

THECOLLEGE
YCOLEG Merthyr Tydfil

Merthyr Tudful

THECOLLEGE
YCOLEG Merthyr Tydfil

Merthyr Tudful
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Merthyr Learning Quarter
(artist’s impression)

UHOVI
www.uhovi.ac.uk
UHOVI (Universities Heads of the 
Valleys Institute) is a ground breaking 
and exciting education initiative. 
Backed by the Welsh Government, 
UHOVI is all about improving skills and 
qualifications by making learning 
accessible locally. 

UHOVI offers a wide range of higher 
education courses of varying lengths, in 
a number of subject areas. Courses are 
designed to meet the needs of existing 
and growing industries in the region, 
so the training and experience offered 
to students is relevant to local business 
and employment.

Courses
•  Certificate/Diploma Working with  
 Vulnerable Adults
•  FD Aircraft Engineering
•  FD Art Practice
•  FD Business Studies
•  FD Care Studies
•  FD Childhood Studies
•  FD Counselling and Relational Studies
•  FD Creative Industries (Drama)
•  FD Creative Industries (Film and  
 Video)
•  FD Creative Industries (Photography)
•  FD Creative Industries (Popular Music  
 Technology)
•  FD Electrical and Electronic   
 Engineering
•  FD English and History
• FD Information Communication  
 Technology 
•  FD Law
•  FD Mechatronic Engineering

•  FD Psychology
•  FD Sound, Lighting and Live Event  
 Technology
•  FD Sport Science: Exercise and Health
•  FD Sport Science: Outdoor and   
 Adventure Activities
•  FD Sport Science: Sports Performance  
 and Coaching
•  FD Sustainable Construction and  
 Surveying
• HNC Business Studies
• HND Public and Emergency Services
• Level 4 Diploma Accounting:  
 Association of Accounting   
 Technicians (AAT)
•  Professional Certificate in Education:  
 PCET (Post-compulsory Education and  
 Training)
•  Professional Graduate Certificate  
 in Education: PCET (Post-compulsory  
 Education and Training)
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We have an education network that could help you 
study on your doorstep. 

Partner colleges

The University has established 
partnerships with further education 
colleges in south east Wales and a 
number of partners further afield. 
This enables students to gain a higher 
education qualification at their local 
college and complete their degree 
programmes at the University. You 
will be a University student and get a 
University qualification, but will study 
at a place that is convenient for you. The colleges with which the University 

currently has partnerships are listed 
here and the courses available are listed 
opposite. The University continues to 
develop programmes in partnership 
with colleges to meet the needs of 
local learners, so for up-to-date details 
of the courses offered at our partner 
colleges, please visit their websites.

Blackburn College
www.blackburn.ac.uk

Bridgend College
Campuses at Bridgend and Pencoed.
www.bridgend.ac.uk

Cardiff and Vale College
Campuses at Cardiff and Barry. 
www.cavc.ac.uk

Coleg Y Cymoedd 
This new college will be formed from 
the former Coleg Morgannwg and 
Ystrad Mynach Colleges in August 
2013, and will have campuses at 
Nantgarw, Ystrad Mynach, Llwynypia, 
Aberdare and Rhymney.
www.morgannwg.ac.uk
www.ystrad-mynach.ac.uk

Coleg Gwent
Campuses at Usk, Crosskeys, Ebbw 
Vale, Newport and Pontypool.
www.coleggwent.ac.uk

Neath Port Talbot College
This college will merge with Coleg 
Powys in August 2013, and will have 
campuses in Neath, Port Talbot, Brecon, 
Newtown and Llandrindod Wells. 
www.nptc.ac.uk
www.coleg-powys.ac.uk

Worcester College 
of Technology
www.wortech.ac.uk

We continue to develop 
programmes in 
partnership with 
colleges to meet the 
needs of local learners
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Applications for courses at Coleg 
Morgannwg, Bridgend College 
and Coleg Gwent should be 
made through the University of 
South Wales. Applications for 
courses at Blackburn College 
and Neath Port Talbot College 
should be made directly through 
UCAS.

Please contact Cardiff and 
Vale College for details of their 
application process. We strongly 
advise that you check the 
relevant partner college website 
for the most up-to-date course 
information before you make an 
application.

Applications

Courses
Please note: Not all courses are offered at all locations. 
Please check college websites for additional information. 
Courses marked with * are subject to validation.

Animal and Land Based
•  HND Animal or Equine Sciences
•  HND Environmental Conservation Management
•  HND Landscape Design and Garden Construction
•  HND Agriculture

Business, Law and Accounting
•  HND Accounting
•  HNC/HND Business Studies
•  HND Public and Emergency Services
•  Foundation Degree in English and History
•  Foundation Degree in Hospitality/Travel/Tourism*
•  Foundation Degree in Law or Legal Studies
•  Foundation Degree in Psychology
•  Foundation Degree in Retail Management/
 Customer Services*
•  Foundation Degree in Spa Management*

Creative Industries
•  Foundation Degree in Costume Design for Screen 
 and Stage
•  Foundation Degree in Creative Industries (Drama/Film 
 and Video/Photography/Popular Music Technology)
•  Foundation Degree in Performing Arts* 
•  Foundation Degree in Theatrical Make-up*

Computing
•  HND Computing
•  HND/Foundation Degree in Information Communication  
 Technology

Engineering
•  Foundation Degree in Sound, Lighting and Live Event   
 Technology

Health and Social Care
•  CertHE in Substance Misuse
•  CertHE/DipHE Working with Vulnerable Adults
•  Foundation Degree in Care Studies
•  Foundation Degree in Childhood Studies
•  Foundation Degree in Dental Nursing*

Science
•  Foundation Degree in Forensic and Analytical Science
•  Foundation Degree in Laboratory Science*

Sport
•  Foundation Degree in Exercise and Health in the   
 Community
•  Foundation Degree in Sports Performance and Coaching
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We’re working towards combating climate change and giving 
disadvantaged people a better deal through Fairtrade. If you 
want to make a difference, choose us and get involved. 

Environmentally friendly
If you’re concerned about climate 
change, you’ll be in good company 
here. We are proud of our commitment 
to the environment – we were the first 
university in the UK to be awarded the 
ISO 14001 standard for the quality 
of our environmental practices and 
teaching.

Being a large organisation makes us 
a major energy consumer, so we are 
committed to reducing our carbon 
dioxide emissions and combating 
climate change. We have an extensive 

recycling programme and an award-
winning Travel Plan that encourages 
sustainable alternatives such as  
cycling, walking and public transport. 
For more information, visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
sustainability.

When you have finished with this 
prospectus, please recycle it or pass it 
on to a friend. You can also create a 
customised electronic version of this 
prospectus online: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/prospectus

Fairtrade
We are a Fairtrade university. We are 
committed to using Fairtrade products 
at all University functions and stocking 
them in all our shops, cafes and 
restaurants. This means you can choose 
products that give a fair chance to 
farmers in developing countries and 
promote sustainable agriculture. Look 
for the Fairtrade logo when you shop. 
For more information, visit 
www.fairtrade.org.uk. 

Forest Stewardship Council
As part of our commitment to the 
environment and Fairtrade, we printed 
this prospectus on FSC-certified 
paper. FSC is an international, non-
governmental organisation dedicated 
to responsible management of the 
world’s forests. 

The FSC label guarantees that the trees 
harvested for this paper are replaced 
or allowed to regenerate naturally. 
To display an FSC logo, forest owners 
must meet many other conditions, such 
as using local workers, supporting the 
community, and developing schools. So 
wherever you see an FSC logo, you can 
be sure you are making a responsible 
choice. 

Our commitment to you

Tŷ Crawshay, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Charter 
As part of our commitment to provide 
the best possible service, we have set 
out your rights and responsibilities in 
the University’s Charter. This Charter 
reflects our belief that the learning 
process is most effective when 
undertaken in the spirit of co-operation 
and partnership between you, your 
fellow students and the University.

The Charter tells you what to expect 
of us and what we can expect of 
you. It also tells you what you can do 
if you feel we are not delivering the 
service you expect. We monitor our 
performance against these standards to 
ensure that we continually improve the 
service we provide, and we encourage 
your comments based on your 
experiences.

Admissions complaints are covered 
by the University’s Admissions Policy, 
available at www.southwales.ac.uk/
apply.

The Student Charter is available on the 
University’s website. 

Welsh language provision
As part of its commitment to the 
Welsh language, the University 
provides information through the 
medium of Welsh. It also provides 
opportunities for students who wish 
to study through the medium of Welsh 
to develop their linguistic skills and use 
the language at the University. For a 
copy of the Welsh-medium prospectus 
or further information through the 
medium of Welsh, visit 
www.southwales.ac.uk/cymraeg. 
 

Terms and conditions
(i) All students will be required as a 
condition of enrolment to abide by, and 
to submit to, the University’s Regulation 
Governing Student conduct, as 
amended from time to time. A copy of 
the current Regulations is available on 
request from the University’s Academic 
Registry. Copies are issued to students 
as part of their induction pack prior to 
enrolment and are also available at the 
time of enrolment.

(ii) The University will use all reasonable 
endeavours to deliver courses in 
accordance with the descriptions set 
out in the prospectus. It is also largely 
dependent upon charitable and public 
funds, which the University has to 
manage in a way which is efficient and 
cost-effective, in the context of the 
provision of a diverse range of courses 
to a large number of students.

The University therefore:
(a) Reserves the right to make variations 
to the contents or methods of delivery 
of courses, to discontinue courses and 
to merge or combine courses, if such 
action is reasonably considered to 
be necessary by the University in the 
context of its wider purposes. If the 
University discontinues any course, it 
will use its reasonable endeavours to 
provide a suitable alternative course.

(b) Cannot accept responsibility 
and expressly excludes liability for 
damage to students’ property, transfer 
of computer viruses to students’ 
equipment, liability for breach of 
contract including cancellation of 
courses, lectures, laboratory sessions, 
workshops, field trips and similar 
activities.

LRC, Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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Courses in this prospectus are taught in Cardiff city centre and 
nearby Pontypridd. These locations mean that getting to and 
from the University is easy. Here’s how: 

Pontypridd: Treforest and 
Glyntaff Campuses
Our Treforest and Glyntaff campuses 
are easily reached by road or rail – just 
off the M4 and with a train station 
right on our doorstep.

By car, these campuses are only 10 
minutes from junction 32 of the M4, 
just off the A470. The University is 
signposted from north and southbound 
carriageways on the A470. There are 
large student car parks at both these 
campuses.

If you travel by train, Valleys Lines 
services run regularly from Cardiff and 
stop at Treforest Station, right next 
to campus. If you are travelling from 
overseas, Cardiff International Airport 
also has a direct rail link to Treforest. 

Cardiff Campus
Our ATRiuM building is right at the 
heart of the city. Travelling by car, it can 
be reached from junctions 29, 32 or 33 
of the M4 and there are plenty of car 
parks nearby. 

By train, ATRiuM is a short walk from 
Cardiff Queen Street station or Cardiff 
Central station. 

How to get to 
Cardiff and Pontypridd

If you’re using a satnav device 
to get here, these are the 
postcodes you’ll need:

• Treforest campus: CF37 1DL
• Glyntaff campus: CF37 4BD
• ATRiuM: CF24 2FN

Satnav

Travel time by car*

Bangor

Birmingham

Bristol

Cambridge

Exeter

Glasgow

Leicester

Liverpool

London

Manchester

Newcastle upon Tyne

Swansea

York

4 hours

2 hours

1 hour

3.5 hours

2 hours

6.5 hours

3 hours

3.5 hours

3 hours

3.5 hours

5.5 hours

1 hour

4.5 hours

*Source: RAC Route Planner. 
Times are approximate.

For printable maps, information 
on the local area, places to stay 
and more, go to 
www.southwales.ac.uk/visiting.

More information

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd
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To find out more about Newport 
and courses at our Caerleon 
and City campuses, please see 
the Newport edition of our 
prospectus, or visit our website:
www.southwales.ac.uk

Newport campuses

Treforest and Glyntaff Campuses

Cardiff Campus

City and Caerleon Campuses

Edinburgh

Newcastle

York

Manchester

Bangor

Birmingham Norwich

Dublin

Belfast

London
Bristol

Plymouth

Cardiff

Newport

Turn over to find out 
more about our 
campuses in Cardiff 
and Pontypridd

Pontypridd
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Our campuses are student communities with a great atmosphere. 
On campus, you’ll find everything you need in one place – your classes, 
the library, places to eat and drink, and friends to spend time with. 

If you choose a course in this 
prospectus, you will study in Cardiff or 
Pontypridd. 

ATRiuM is right at the heart of Cardiff 
city centre, providing a base for our 
creative and cultural industries students 
(turn over the page for a map). Just 
around the corner from ATRiuM is 
Cromwell House, which has 
additional facilities for fashion students.

In Pontypridd we have two campuses 
– Treforest and Glyntaff.

Treforest campus is where students of 
technology, business and society are 
based. It’s also where you’ll find our 

Halls of Residence, Students’ Union and 
the Sport Centre. Treforest campus is 
closest to the train station, just a 
couple of minutes away (see map 
opposite). 

Glyntaff campus is home to health, 
sport and science students, with 
additional facilities a few miles away at 
USW Sport Park. Glyntaff is close to the 
Treforest campus, so you can walk 
between the two sites and reach the 
train station in around 10 minutes (turn 
over the page for a map).

There are plenty of trains that run 
between Cardiff and Treforest 

throughout the day and night. It only 
takes 20 minutes to travel between the 
two places, so it’s easy to get to the 
Union from Cardiff or head to the city 
for a change of scene. 

 

Our campuses

For printable maps, information 
on the local area, places to stay 
and more, go to 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
visiting.

More information

George Knox Building, Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd
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Students’ Union and Shop
Sport Centre
Treforest Woodland Walk
Stilts Food Court
Childcare Services
Learning Resources Centre
USW Print and Design
The Meeting House (Chaplaincy)
– Islamic Prayer Facility
Accommodation Reception
Glamorgan Court A-V
Mountain Halls
Amphitheatre and The Hub
Welsh Institute of Chiropractic

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27
28

Treforest Campus
Gatehouse and Main Reception
Tŷ Crawshay (A Block)
Brecon (B Block) 
Cynon (C Block), Student Services
Kidwelly (K Block)
Dyffryn (D Block)
Glynneath (G Block)
Aerospace Centre
Hirwaun (H Block)
Johnstown (J Block)
Ferndale
Wenvoe (W Block)
The Meeting House (Chaplaincy)
Health Centre (T Block)
Conference Centre

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12 
13
14 
15 

Treforest Campus, Pontypridd

28

47

50
51

48

49

13
22 11

21 14

2010

25
24

9

4

5
6

3

19

1517

16

23

2

1

12

8 7

27
26

30

31

323334

29

36
35

37

18

You can look around our campuses 
at an Open Day. Register online to 
book your place: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

Take a tour

Information point

Parking

Bus stop

Bike rack

Coffee shop

Places to eat

Main pedestrian routes

P
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Glyntaff Campus, Pontypridd

Lower Glyntaff
Reception/Security Lodge
Tramsheds
Elaine Morgan Building
Learning Resources Centre

Welsh Institute for Health and 
Social Care
Aneurin Bevan Building

29
30
31
32

33

34

35
Upper Glyntaff
Professor Bernard Knight
Building

36
37

Alfred Russel Wallace Building
George Knox Building

28
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323334
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35
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28
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49
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21 14
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25
24

9

4
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6

3

19

1517

16

23

2

1

12

8 7

27
26

30
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323334

29

36
35

37

18

For directions to USW Sport 
Park, go to: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/
visiting

USW Sport Park

Bus stop

Bike rack

Coffee shop

Places to eat

Recycling point

Information point

ParkingP

Main pedestrian routes
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Cardiff Campus

3
6

4

5

2

8

7

13

12

10

9

St
. M

ar
y 

St

Queen St

N
o

rt
h

 R
d

  A
47

0

Adam St

Colum
 Rd  A469

14

11

11

Cardiff Central
Train Station

Queen Street
Train Station

A
4234

A470

A4161A4161

To A4232

15

116

ParkingP

Railway line
ATRiuM
Tŷ Pont Haearn
Knox Road Car Park
Dumfries Place Car Park
Cardiff Motorpoint Arena
Queen Street Train Station
Cardiff Central Train Station
Millennium Stadium
Cardiff Castle and Grounds

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

City Hall and Cathays Park
Capitol Shopping Centre
Queens Arcade
St David’s Shopping Centre
Adam Street Car Park
The Bakery (opposite  
Millennium Stadium)
Cromwell House

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

Train station
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Course index
 A

Accounting and Finance    

Advertising       

Aeronautical Engineering

Aircraft Maintenance Engineering

American Studies

Animation

Applied Psychology

Art and Design

Art Practice

Astudiaethau Cymraeg Proffesiynol 

Automotive Engineering

 B

Biology

Business Management

Business Studies FD

Business Studies HND

 C

Chemistry 

Childhood and Youth 

Chiropractic

Civil Engineering BEng (Hons)/MEng

Civil Engineering BSc (Hons)

Clinical Exercise Physiology and Rehabilitation

Computer Animation

Computer Forensics

Computer Games Development  

Computer Games Enterprise  

Computer Science 

Computer Security 

Computer Systems Engineering 

Computing

Computing Mathematics 

Contemporary Music Performance

Creative and Professional Writing

Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Cymraeg

 D

Dance Performance

Developmental Psychology

41

63

101

100

139

48

175

55

57

215

103

190

59

66

67

184

178

128

104

105

203

49

70

71

50

72

74

91

69

149

171

108

79

215

87

176

 E

Early Years Development and Education             

Education

Electrical and Electronic Engineering BEng (Hons)/MEng

Electrical and Electronic Engineering BSc/HND

Electronic and Communication Engineering 

English 

English Literature 

Event Management

 F

Fashion Design

Fashion Marketing and Retail Design

Fashion Promotion

Film and Video

Film Studies

Finance BSc (Hons) 

Finance (Financial Planning) FD 

Financial Mathematics 

Football Coaching and Performance BSc (Hons)

Football Coaching and Performance FD

Forensic Accounting

Forensic Biology 

Forensic Chemistry

Forensic Science

Foundation Studies Art and Design

 G

Game Art

Geography BA (Hons)

Geography BSc (Hons)

Geology

Graphic Communication

 H

Health and Social Care

History

Human Biology

Human Physiological Science

Human Resource Management

180

181

92

98

93

110

109

113

115

119

117

153

154

44

45

151

205

207

42

188

189

186

55

51

121

122

125

83

129

138

191

131

60

University of South Wales. Cardiff and Pontypridd.



239

  I

Information Communication Technology          

Information Technology Management for Business (ITMB)

Insurance

Interior Design

International Accounting 

International Wildlife Biology

  J

Journalism

 L

Law LLB (Hons)

Law (Major) 

Legal Practice MLaw

Lighting Design and Technology 

Live Event Technology  

Logistics and Supply Chain Management

 M

Marketing

Mathematical Sciences

Mathematics 

Mechanical Engineering 

Media Production

Media Technology

Media, Culture and Journalism

Medical Sciences

Midwifery 

MLaw (Legal Practice)

Music Business

Music Technology 

 N

Natural History

Nursing 

Nutrition, Physical Activity and Community Health

 O

Observational Astronomy

 P

Paralegal Studies

Performance and Media

Pharmaceutical Science

Photography

Photojournalism

Physical Geography

 P   (continued)

Police Sciences

Popular Music                                           

Project Management (Surveying) 

Psychology

Psychology (Major)

Public and Emergency Services 

Public Relations and Media Communications

Public Services 

 Q

Quantity Surveying and Commercial Management

 R

Radio

Renewable Energy Systems

Retailing, Marketing and Management

Rugby Coaching and Performance BSc (Hons)

Rugby Coaching and Performance FD

 S

Scriptwriting

Security, Risk and Investigation

Social Work

Sociology 

Software Engineering 

Songwriting

Sound Technology

Sport and Exercise Science 

Sport Management 

Sport Psychology 

Sports Coaching and Performance

Sports Development 

Sports Science and Rugby

Sports Studies

Sustainable Energy Science

 T

Television and Film Set Design

TESOL 

Theatre and Drama

 V

Visual Effects and Motion Graphics

 W

Welsh

 

75

76

46

118

43

192

155

141

142

143

96

97

61

62

148

147

106

162

159

161

130

133

143

167

165

193

134

135

183

145

86

185

156

158

123

 

80

168

212

173

174

197

64

196

213

163

95

65

204

206

88

81

136

195

77

169

166

200

209

177, 210 

202

208

201

199

126

89

111

85

53

215
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Index
Accommodation  

ATRiuM

Caerleon campus

Cardiff campus

Careers

City campus

Childcare 

Combined studies

Courses 

Cymraeg 

Employability 

Entry requirements 

Environment 

Facilities 

EU students

Fairtrade 

Fees 

Finance 

Food  

Glyntaff campus 

Grad Edge

Halls of Residence

How to apply

International students

Investments 

Library 

Location

Major, Minor and Joint degrees 

Maps

Newport

Open Days 

Partner colleges

Pontypridd 

South Wales

Sport 

Student loans 

Student Charter 

Students’ Union 

Support services 

Treforest campus 

UCAS tariff points 

USW InSight

USW Sport

Visiting 

Welsh language 

Work experience 

22

8, 232

8, 216, 233

8, 232

10, 12

8, 216, 233

25

37, 38

36, 38, 40-217

34

5, 10, 12

218

230

4-7, 16 

32

230

18, 30, 32

18

23

8, 232

10

22

222

30

16

14

4, 8, 232

36, 38

232-237

4, 216, 233

1

228

4, 8, 232

4, 6, 8, 232

26

18

231

28

24

8, 232

221

20

26, 29

1, 4, 8, 232-237

34

12, 14

You can create and download your 
own prospectus online – visit: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/prospectus  

Did you know?
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errors or omissions. The University reserves the right to amend or discontinue 
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DISCOVER YOUR FUTURE
Our graduates have a brighter future than most. 93% are in 
employment or further study within six months of graduation – 
one of the best outcomes for any UK university.*

You can connect with us online to discover more about student life 
at the University of South Wales, or through Facebook or Twitter.

For the best way to find out what it’s like to study here, come to 
an Open Day. Simply register online to book your place: 
www.southwales.ac.uk/opendays

Let us help you connect to your future.

*Graduate Destination Survey 2011. 

Winner of the prestigious Outstanding Support for 
Students category in the Times Higher Awards 2012.




